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chusetts  to  develop  a  plan  that  evolves  a  permanent  part-time  farming  program  com- 
bined with  part-time  in  the  industries.  We  enjoyed  during  the  summer  months  of 
1940,— in  fact  during  our  normal  growing  period  for  farm  crops, —  shorter  hours 
of  labor  in  the  mills  and  factories  and  daylight  saving  during  the  summer  months. 
The  worker  has  more  hours  to  spend  in  the  garden  or  participating  in  other  part-time 
activities  under  daylight  saving  schedules. 

One  of  the  most  serious  problems  that  will  confront  the  farmers  during  the  national 
defense  program  is  a  shortage  of  trained  farm  labor.    This  condition  could  be  relieved 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  128  of  the  General  Laws,  I  am 
herewith  making  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1940,  for  the 
Department   of  Agriculture. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  Casey,  Commissioner. 

■ 

■ 

REPORT   OF  THE   COMMISSIONER 

In  Massachusetts  we  have  come  to  a  realization  that  greater  diversification  of 
farming  is  necessary.  More  attention  has  been  directed  during  the  past  year  toward 
the  development  of  self-maintaining  farm  units  in  the  establishment  of  a  greater 
measure  of  independence  in  our  rural  sections.  There  has  been  a  trend  toward  over- 
specialization  in  farm  products  during  the  ten-year  period  from  which  we  are  now 
emerging  with  its  disastrous  consequences  when  mounting  surpluses  caused  low  price 
levels  and  unprofitable  returns  to  local  farmers.  In  many  parts  of  our  state  our 
farmers  are  making  every  effort  to  produce- as  much  of  the  food  supply  for  the  fam- 
ily as  possible,  and  I  am  committed  to  a  program  that  will  give  all  possible  assistance 
to  a  progressive  farming  population  that  is  concerned  with  a  bigger  agriculture  on 
a  stronger  foundation.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  are  reaching  back  a  few  generations 
and  taking  a  few  practical  ideas  concerning  self-maintaining  farms  that  were  success- 
ful then  and  applicable  now. 

During  the  depression  years  (and  I  do  not  want  to  give  the  impression  that  all 
Massachusetts  agriculture  has  fully  recovered  from  the  stress  and  strain  of  1932) 
it  was  quite  evident  that  a  shifting  of  population  from  urban  centers  to  rural  sections 
was  taking  place.  A  new  class  of  part-time  farmers  now  has  been  established  in 
suburban  areas  where  opportunities  were  found  for  the  production  of  farm  crops 
that  could  be  used  by  the  family  and  aid  materially  in  adjusting  the  family  budget. 
Food  costs  were  cut  to  a  minimum  and  the  cash  income  from  the  mills  and  factories 
provided  the  family  with  all  other  essential  needs.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  of  these 
part-time  farmers  have  done  an  excellent  job  in  1940  and  have  produced  a  surplus 
of  fruits  or  vegetables  that  have  been  in  most  instances  canned  or  preserved  for 
winter  use.  We  are  encouraged  with  the  deep  sense  of  appreciation  which  these 
families  have  for  a  more  rural  life  and  its  accompanying  advantages. 

The  agricultural  leaders  in  Massachusetts  are  now  very  active  in  making  a  compre- 
hensive plan  of  land  utilization.  It  includes  a  mapping  out  of  areas  in  all  our  cities 
and  towns  that  are  adapted  for  different  agricultural  uses.  Information  of  this  kind 
is  valuable  to  part-time  farmers  and  we  emphasize  the  necessity  of  giving  careful 
consideration  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  land  utilization  before  any  purchases 
of  land  areas  are  made.  It  is  a  most  discouraging  outlook  for  a  person  who  has 
been  working  for  many  years  in  a  factory  or  mill,  always  with  the  hope  that  eventually 
he  might  settle  upon  a  small  farm  and  enjoy  the  happiness  of  rural  surroundings,  to 
find  himself  eventually  located  on  land  that  was  never  intended  for  the  successful 
production  of  agricultural   crops. 

We  have  small  farms  in  practically  every  rural  settlement  in  Massachusetts,  and 
we  have  fertile  land  joining  our  large  cities  that  can  produce  good  crops  under  wise 
management ;  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  leaders 
of  other  agricultural  agencies  to  assist  the  part-time  farmers  in  selecting  the  type 
of  soil  that  will  bring  forth  a  good  harvest  with  the  least  possible  expense.  It  may 
be  very  necessary  in  the  permanent  adjustment  of  our  industrial  problems  in  Massa- 
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to  a  great  extent  by  de-centralization  of  industry  that  would  give  rise  to  working 
units  in  rural  sections  where  farm  boys  and  girls  could  divide  their  time  with  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  defense  programs  and  make  a  substantial  contribution  to  both. 

We  have  in  Massachusetts  excellent  opportunities  for  agricultural  education  at 
schools  and  colleges,  and  these  educational  institutions  attracted  a  greater  number 
of  students  during  the  past  year.  We  are  proud  of  the  high  character  of  agricultural 
education  that  is  available  to  the  boys  and  girls  who  want  to  be  successful  farmers 
and  leaders  in  rural  life. 

It  has  always  been  extremely  interesting  to  observe  the  accomplishments  of  the 
4-11  Clubs  and  Junior  Achievement  Leagues.  These  boys  and  girls  were  especially 
active  during  this  past  year,  and  worked  faithfully  and  demonstrated  a  capacity  for 
planning  their  work  carefully  and  carrying  out  plans  to  a  successful  conclusion.  Their 
exhibits  were  of  excellent  quality  and  were  presented  to  the  public  in  a  very  attractive 
way.  Anyone  enjoying  the  privilege  of  attending  the  Eastern  States  Exposition  cer- 
tainly was  impressed  with  the  practical  and  intelligent  understanding  which  these 
boys  and  girls  indicated  on  farm  problems,  and  must  have  been  quite  satisfied  that 
the  continuing  success  of  our  agriculture  appears  safe  in  their  hands. 

The  Massachusetts  Development  and  Industrial  Commission  has  given  considerable 
assistance  to  agriculture  in  advertising  our  products  during  the  past  few  years,  and 
in  1940  the  work  of  the  Commission,  through  its  advertising  programs  on  agricultural 
products,  was  quite  effective  in  stabilizing  market  and  preventing  heavy  losses  at 
critical  periods.  This  type  of  assistance  to  our  farming  population  is  to  be  continued, 
and  it  is  expected  to  act  as  an  incentive  and  a  stimulus  to  greater  advertising  effort 
on  the  part  of  commodity  groups  themselves  to  cooperate  in  developing  a  greater 
consumer  demand  for  quality  farm  products. 

Massachusetts  is  a  small  state,  and  primarily  industrial,  but  in  all  sections  of  the 
state  from  the  Berkshires  to  the  sandy  beaches  of  Cape  Cod  and  the  North  Shore, 
in  our  small  area  of  8,266  square  miles  we  have  35,000  farms  that  are  producing 
as  many  as  thirty-one  separate  farm  products  for  the  family  table  during  the  months 
of  August  and  September  and  lesser  amounts  during  other  months,  but  in  no  case 
are  these  farms  turning  out  less  than  fifteen  separate  farm  products  during  any 
one  month,  and  these  are  in  addition  to  milk,  eggs,  poultry,  and  meat  products.  Our 
markets  are  so  located  that  practically  every  farmer  is  within  25  miles  of  a  large 
consuming  center  where  the  demand  for  fresh  farm  products  is  much  greater  than 
our  Massachusetts   supply. 

The  following  data  shows  the  value  and  importance  of  our  agriculture : 

Number  of  farms — 1940  US  Agricultural  Census       .... 

Value  of  Farms    (Land  and  Buildings) 

Total  Acres  in  Farm  Land         .         .         . 


31,897 

$212,014,287 

1,937,963 


Detailed  Information  on  Farm  Income : 
Value  of  Production    (1939) 
Milk    (804,000,000  lbs.) 
Eggs    (405,000,000)       . 
Chickens    (8,914,000)     . 

Cranberries 

Apples 

Strawberries  ...... 

Pears 

Peaches  

Grapes 

Vegetables      .         .         . 

As  of  January  1,  1940 

Cattle     (193,000  head) 

Sheep     (     8,000      "    )  .        .        . 

Swine     (100,000      "    )  .         .         . 

Horses   (  23,000      "    )  .         .         . 

Hay        (594,000  tons) 

Tobacco  (6,100  acres— 9,281,000  lbs.) 


$25,916,000 

9,585,000 

5,935,000 

4,200,000 

3,000,000 

400,000 

60,000 

40,000 

40,000 

10,000,000 

13,621,000 

50,000 

958,000 

3,312,000 

9,223,000 

2,438,000 


P.D.  123  5 

Reports  of  Divisions 

The  following  detailed  reports  of  the  various  divisions  of  the  department  give  a 
brief  description  and  explanation  of  important  functions  that  were  carried  on  during 
the  past  year : 

REPORT   OF  THE   DIVISION   OF  LIVESTOCK   DISEASE   CONTROL 

Bovine  Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  a  total  of  22,821  herd  tests  representing  238,546  individual  animal 
tests  were  made.  As  a  result  of  these  tuberculin  tests  1,060  cattle  were  declared 
"reactors,"  295  of  which  were  reported  at  time  of  slaughter  as  showing  no  visible 
lesions  of  tuberculosis. 

Interstate  movement  of  cattle. — There  were  7,376  head  of  dairy  cattle  from  outside 
the  state  received  at  the  dairy  section  of  the  quarantine  station  at  Brighton,  and 
15.532  head  at  points  other  than  Brighton— a  total  of  22,908. 

Cattle  exports. — Interstate  certificates  of  health  were  issued  and  approved  on  4,186 
head  of  cattle  consigned  from  Massachusetts  to  thirty  states  and  three  countries. 

Licensed  dealers  in  bovine  animals. — Licenses  were  issued  to  276  dealers  engaged 
in  the  business  of  buying  and  selling  dairy  cattle.  Thirty-»one  thousand  two  hundred 
forty-five  (31,245)  cattle  were  reported  as  sold  for  dairy  purposes  and  4,760  cattle 
were  sold  for  slaughter. 

Bang's  Abortion  Disease   (Brucillosis) 

Fourteen  herds  were  given  accredited  certifipates  during  the  year,  and  seventy- 
seven  herds  were  reaccredited — making  a  total  of  ninety-one  accredited  herds  con- 
taining 3,915  head  of  cattle.  One  hundred  twenty-three  (123)  calves  were  vaccinated 
by  veterinarians  in  the  employ  of  the  Division.  Twenty-seven  thousand  one  hundred 
two  (27,102)  blood  samples  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  of  the  Division. 

Rabies  * 

Seventy-one  cases  of  rabies  (sixty-five  dogs,  two  cows,  one  calf,  one  sheep,  one 
pig,  and  one  fox)  were  reported  from  forty  cities  and  towns.  The  heads  of  308  animals 
were  received  for  laboratory  examination.  Of  this  number,  fifty-three  dogs,  one  fox, 
and  one  sheep  were  reported  as  affected  with  rabies.  Eight  thousand  eight  hundred 
seventy-five  (8,875)  animals  were  reported  as  inflicting  injuries  by  biting  or  scratch- 
ing persons. 

Diseases  of  Swine 

Treatment  in  prevention  of  hog  cholera  was  applied  to  74,617  head  of  swine  by 
veterinarians  employed  by  the  Division.  In  addition,  authorized  treatments  were  also 
applied  at  the  owners'  expense  to  38,160  swine  by  veterinarians  in  private  practice. 
Treatments  for  hemorrhagic  septicemia  and  infections  other  than  hog  cholera  were 
applied  to  20,454  swine  by  veterinarians  employed  by  the  Division. 

Equine  Encephalomyelitis 

Reports  were  received  of  eleven  horses  showing  symptoms  of  encephalomyelitis. 
Of  these,  eight  were  classified  as  positive  cases  and  resulted  in  four  deaths  and  four 
recoveries. 

Goats 

Tuberculin  tests  were  conducted  in  nine  herds  containing  seventy-five  goats,  all 
of  which  were  negative  to  the  test.  Agglutination  blood  tests  were  applied  in  six 
herds  containing  fifty-seven  goats. 
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.  Miscellaneous  Diseases 

Actinomycosis.    Twenty  cases. 

i  hi th rax.    One  case. 

Avian   tuberculosis.     Infection   was   found   present   in   two   flocks. 

Blackleg.     Preventive   vaccination   treatment    was   applied   to   2,001    head   of   cattle. 

Mange.    A  total  of  227  head  of  cattle  affected  was  reported. 

Annual  Inspection  of  Neat  Cattle,  Sheep,  and  Swine 

Inspections  were  made  of  21,237  premises  on  which  were  located  215,325  head 
of  cattle,  7,196  sheep,  84,617  head  of  swine,  and  3,531   goats. 

(Details  of  this  report  are  available  at  the  Division  office,  100  Nashua  Street, 
Boston,   Massachusetts) 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mark  H.  Galusha,  Director. 

REPORT  OF  DIVISION   OF  DAIRYING  AND  ANIMAL  HUSBANDRY 

Inspection  of  Dairy  Farms 

The  dairy  industry  of  the  state  represents  an  approximate  income  of  twenty-four 
million  dollars  annually.  Our  milk  production  is  approximately  374,000,000  cpiarts 
of  milk,  from  140,000  cows.  The  value  of  milk  cows  and  heifers  as  of  January  1,  1940, 
was  figured  as  $12,320,000.  There  is  in  addition  a  very  sizeable  cream  and  ice  cream 
business,  a  portion  of  which  must  be  figured  very  directly  as  an  integral  part  of  our 
dairy  industry. 

Under  the  statutes  the  director  is  required  to  inspect  or  cause  to  be  inspected  each 
dairy  farm  within  or  without  the  Commonwealth  offering  or  exposing  milk  for  sale 
within  the  Commonwealth.  Farms  were  inspected  and  registered  as  follows  during 
1940:— 

Inspected  by  division  employees,  13,230  farms;  inspected  by  milk  inspectors  or 
agents  of  Boards  of  Health  of  fifty-eight  towns  and  cities,  12,949  farms ;  total  farms 
inspected  within  the  fiscal  year,  26,179.  There  were,  however,  approximately  8,000 
farms  that  had  been  inspected  within  a  period  of  less  than  a  year  prior  to  the  start 
of  the  1940  work,  on  which  temporary  certificates  were  issued  pending  current  inspec- 
tion in  1941. 

Under  Inspection  of  Barns  and  Dairies  we  submit  the  following : — 

13,230  farms  inspected 

19,606  temperatures  taken  of  individual  producers'  milk 
26,179  individual  farms  registered — with  regular  certificates 
8,000  individual  farms  registered — with  temporary  certificates 
2,098  dealers  registered  under  Section  16F,  Chapter  305,  Acts  of  1932 
123  country  creameries  assembled  milk  for  use  or  sale  in  the  Commonwealth 
416  hearings  held 
935  Babcock  tests  made 
31  weight  and  test  complaints  checked 

180  producers  excluded  from  our  market  for  lack  of  essential  sanitary  re- 
quirements 
93  producers  reinstated  upon  compliance  with  requirements 

Numerous  tests  were  made  to  determine  the  actual  condition  of  suspicious  milk 
samples.  These  tests  were  made  to  check  for  specific  organisms  indicative  of  mastitis, 
ropy  milk,  dirty  utensils,  or  high  count  milk. 

Animal  Husbandry 

Under  the  Animal  Husbandry  activities  a  great  deal  of  work  has  been  done,  for 
the    farmers    and    for    the    newly-interested   persons   who    inquired   concerning   sheep, 
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The  division  was  called  upon  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of  a  large  sheep  farm 
on  Martha's  Vineyard.  Very  rapid  progress  has  been  made  in  the  development  of 
this  farm.  Numerous-  other  small  flocks  of  sheep  have  been  built  up  by  sheep  pur- 
chased through  the  division's  efforts. 

Wool  Marketing. — For  the  sixteenth  year  the  division  supervised  the  Massachusetts 
Wool  Pool,  marketing  much  wool  in  the  grease  and  manufacturing  several  thousand 
pounds  of  wool  into  virgin  wool  blankets.  This  service  was  available  to  all  wool 
growers  of  the  State,  and  wool  was  assembled  from  384  producers. 

Dairy  Goat  production  continues  to  occupy  the  interest  of  more  and  more  people. 
The  seven  local  associations  and  the  Massachusetts  Council  of  Dairy  Goat  Breeders 
have  always  worked  very  closely  with  the  department,  presenting  all  problems  for 
our  consideration  and  advice. 

Promotional  Activities  have  been  carried  on  by  means  of  hundreds  of  letters  written; 
numerous  meetings  attended ;  radio  addresses  prepared ;  and  contests  arranged,  per- 
haps the  most  prominent  of  which  were  those  planned  to  cover  general  livestock  in 
connection  with  the  Union  Agricultural  Meetings.  Another  outstanding  activity  was 
the  Junior  Fat  Lamb  and  Pig  Contest  at  the  Eastern  States  Exposition,  with  which 
the  division  assisted. 

Poultry  Work  was  active  with  the  usual  inspections  in  connection  with  the  grade 
known  as  Massachusetts  Record  of  Performance  Pullorum  Clean.  There  were  fifteen 
breeders  whose  plants  were  inspected.  The  department  is  cooperating  with  the  Federal 
Government  in  its  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan.  Sales  records  are  kept  of 
stock  sold,  and  are  verified  and  sent  to  purchasers. 

1940  Summary  of  R.  O.  P.  Work 

Number  of  birds  entered  in  R.  O.  P.  _ __ v 11,961 

Number  of  birds  passing  R.  O.  P.  requirements  4,465 

Percent  of  birds  entered  that  passed  R.  O.  P.  requirements  37.32 

Average  yearly  egg  production  of  all  birds  that  passed  R.  O.  P.  requirements  247.77 
Average  yearly  egg  weight  of  all  birds  passing  R.  O.  P.  requirements — oz. 

per  dozen  25.76 

Average  body  weight  of  all  birds  passing  R.  O.  P.  requirements — in  pounds 

per  bird  6.19 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  average  yearly  egg  production  of  all  birds  that 
passed  R.  O.  P.  requirements  is  247.77  eggs,  whereas  the  state  average  for  all  birds 
is  155  eggs.  Yet,  Massachusetts  has  the  highest  state  average  in  the  United  States. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  breeding  influence  of  R.  O.  P.  flocks  is  very  beneficial  to  the 
flocks  in  the  state  as  a  whole. 

Poultry  Certification. — This  work  continues  with  flocks  meeting  definite  require- 
ments in  the  grade  known  as  Massachusetts  Certified  Pullorum  Clean.  All  such  birds 
are  individually  inspected  and  leg-banded. 

Poultry  Transportation  Lazv. — The  law  under  which  579  licenses  were  issued  to 
transport  poultry  has  very  quietly,  but  effectively,  proved  its  value  in  curtailing  poultry 
thieving 

Poultry  Tattooing. — The  continued  use  of  the  tattoo  outfits  registered  by  the  State 
Police  and  distributed  to  the  poultrymen  of  the  state  has  been  a  decided  help  in  checking 
reported  stolen  poultry  and  in  apprehending  thieves. 

Milk  Dealers'  Licensing  and  Bonding  Law 

The  bonding  of  milk  plant  operators  has  continued  to  function  during  1940  from 
the  offices  of  the  Milk  Control  Board.  During  the  year  611  dealers  applied  for  licenses 
to  operate  milk  plants.  Surety  bonds  and  notes  payable  to  the  Commissioner  of  Agri- 
culture totalled  $642,000.00 

The  department,  in  routine  fashion,  has  contacted  dealers  for  producers  regarding 
payments  due  for  milk.    The  department  was  able  to  settle  these  problems,  in  most 
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cases,  without  drastic  action.  Adjustments  were  made  with  the  farmer  and  dealer 
which  were  acceptable  to  both. 

Several  dealers  voluntarily  retired  from  the  milk  business  after  conferences  with 
this  department.  The-  businesses  were  sold  in  such  a  way  that  the  producers  affected 
did  not  lose  their  market.  Other  dealers  were  induced  to  buy  their  product  from  larger 
dealers  and  the  farmers  affected  were  given  a  more  substantial  market. 

Collateral  was  reviewed  and  the  books  of  the  department  were  audited. 

Bonds  of  seven  dealers  were  distributed,  and  approximately  $10,000.00  was  distri- 
buted directly  to  Massachusetts  milk  producers.  The  proper  legal  procedure  was 
taken  before  the  collateral  was  seized. 

REPORT  OF  DIVISION  OF  MARKETS 

Market  Reports 

Daily  market  reports  arc  published  five  days  a  week  covering  the  Boston,  Worcester, 
and  Springfield  wholesale  and  vegetable  markets. 

For  the  first  full  year,  the  Boston  Wholesale  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Report  has  been 
broadcast  from  WEEI  at  6 :45  a.m.  and  from  WBZA  at  6 :55  a.m.  Thus  1940  has 
been  the  first  year  when  farmers  could  get  up-to-the-minute  prices  before  starting 
the  work  in  the  fields.  The  wholesale  prices  are  again  broadcast  at  12:15  and  at 
1  :30  p.m.  Th  number  of  radio  stations  carrying  the  report  has  increased,  and  it 
definitely  is   reaching  thousands  of  additional  listeners. 

A  special  report  dealing  with  apples  and  other  fruits  has  been  issued  regularly 
through  the  principal  marketing  season. 

Inspections 

The  inspection  of  fruits  and  vegetables  was  done  by  one  permanent  and  five  tem- 
porary inspectors.  The  season  of  1939-1940  was  an  active  buying  season  for  the 
Surplus  Marketing  Administration,  and  Government  purchases  of  326,000  bushels 
of  apples  were  inspected  by  our  men.  The  division's  permanent  inspector  spent  what 
time  he  could  in  the  inspection  of  commercial  packs  of  apples  for  sale  in  the  state. 

Fresh  Egg  and  Egg  Sizing  Laws. — The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture 
is  continuing  its  regulatory  functions  in  connection  with  the  so-called  Fresh  Egg  Law 
and  the  Egg  Sizing  Lawr.  From  the  results  obtained  following  several  thousands  of 
inspections,  it  very  definitely  appears  that  the  consumer  is  reaping  the  benefits  of  such 
legislation.  When  the  law  first  wras  enacted,  our  inspectors  found  in  some  cities  as 
many  as  50  violations  in  100  inspections.  At  the  present  time  there  are,  on  the  average, 
not   more   than   5   violations    in    100  inspections,    taking   the   state   as   a   whole. 

Turkeys. — The  inspection  of  turkeys  at  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  is  becoming 
more  of  a  problem  each  year,  and  is  handled  by  the  egg  inspectors.  The  turkey  inspec- 
tion, in  policing  the  grading  of  New  England  "Blue  Tag"  turkeys,  has  been  a  large 
factor  in  the  sales  of  Massachusetts  turkeys. 

Massachusetts  is  producing  in  the  neighborhood  of  275,000  to  300,000  turkeys  per 
year.    This   represents   approximately   $1,000,000   gross   income. 

Co-ordination  of  Advertising  of  Farm  Products. — For  many  years  some  agricultural 
products,  such  as  cranberries  and  oranges,  have  been  widely  advertised  and  the  results 
have  been  outstanding.  The  producers  of  other  farm  products  have  found  that  although 
the  human  stomach  is  rather  inflexible,  it  is  necessary  continually  to  inform  the  public 
of  the  value  of  any  commodity  to  attain  its  normal  sales. 

Just  within  a  few  years  the  advertising  of  farm  products  has  increased  by  leaps 
and  bounds,  and  a  large  part  of  most  commodities  are  sold  under  brand  names  and 
with  extensive  advertising.  Most  Massachusetts  crops  are  not  yet  sold  under  brand 
names,  and  producers  and  groups  of  producers  have  not  the  capital  or  knowledge  of 
advertising  necessary  for   an   extensive  advertising  campaign. 

With  the  intention  of  leading  the  way  in  starting  an  advertising  campaign  for 
Massachusetts  farm  products,  the  Development  and  Industrial  Commission,  of  which 
the  commissioner  of  agriculture  is  a  member,  has  appropriated  substantial  sums  which 
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have  been  an  excellent  investment.  The  advertising"  budget  was  made  up  by  key 
men  in  the  different  commodity  groups,  and  the  program  consisted  of  certain  sums 
for  exhibition  of  Massachusetts  products  at  national  events;  such  as  a  poultry  exhibit 
at  the  Northeast  Poultry  Producers  Council  at  Atlantic  City,  assistance  in  events 
like  the  Nashobs  Apple  Blossom  Festival,  and  other  promotional  work. 

The  greatest  expense  was  in  a  three-fold  advertising  program  of: 

(a)  Eleven  hundred  and  seventy-six  car  cards  in  cars  and  busses  in  Greater 
Boston.  This  was  accompanied  by  reprints  of  these  very  attractive  car  cards 
for  store  window  displays. 

(/>)  One-minute  radio  spots  on  leading  radio  stations  in  the  state,  acquainting 
consumers  with  the  value  of  each  commodity  as  it  reached  its  peak  of  pro- 
duction and  low  point  in  price. 

(r)  Publication  and  dissemination  of  booklets  on  eggs,  vegetables,  and  apples  in 
co-ordination  with  the  car  card   and   radio  advertising". 

This  advertising  program  showed  definite  results.  The  fact  that  early  crops,  such 
as  asparagus,  dandelions,  early  spinach,  and  rhubarb  were  not  advertised  and  brought 
less  money  in  1940  than  in  1939,  seemed  to  show  that  the  market  was  not  too  good. 
The  advertising"  program  started  in  June,  and  such  crops  as  corn,  tomatoes,  iceberg 
lettuce,  beans,  and  bunched  carrots  received  the  benefit  of  the  program.  They  rallied, 
and  brought  in  the  Boston  Market  over  a  half-million  dollars  more  than  in  1939. 
This  could  not  have  been  entirely  a  coincidence. 

Promotional  Work. — The  Division  of  Markets,  besides  furnishing"  market  reports, 
furnishes  five  regular  weekly  radio  features  of  five  to  ten  minutes  each,  and  is  fre- 
quently called  on  for  additional  broadcasts. 

The  regular  broadcasts  include  a  vegetable  marketing  talk  every  Wednesday  morn- 
ing at  6:10  over  WEEI,  and  a  summary  of  growing  and  market  conditions  and  crop 
and  sales  prospects  of  apples  over  WEEI  each  Thursday  at  6:10  a.m. 

Massachusetts  is  a  leading  consumer  state,  and  always  has  been  a  leader  in  con- 
sumer education.  Ever}'  Thursday  at  1  :30  p.m.  our  retail  market  investigator  broad- 
casts over  WBZ  on  food  values  and  the  condition  of  the  retail  food  market,  and 
conducts  a  special  broadacst  for  farm  women  every  Friday  at  6:10  a.m.  At  12:15 
p.m.  on  Saturday  there  is  a  Colonial  Network  broadcast  covering  bargains  of  the 
week,  and  featuring  health  and  budget  values  of  local  products  at  their  prime. 

B}-  cooperation  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  fruit  and  vegetable 
growers,  many  promotional  pictures  of  native  products  have  been  obtained  without 
expense,  and  have  been  widely  used  in  newspapers,  farm  and  grocery  magazines.  In 
1940  literally  millions  of  copies  of  pictures  were  published  featuring  the  value  of 
native  apples,  squash,  tomatoes,  and  a  variety  of  commodities.  Through  the  State 
House  News  Service  the  newspapers  have  been  most  cooperative,  and  the  news  on 
Massachusetts  agriculture  has  appeared  quickly  and  fully  in  the  press. 

The  division  is  really  making  a  worthwhile  contribution  to  the  educational  programs 
of  several  radio  stations,  and  in  return  the  radio  stations  become  of  enormous  adver- 
tising value  to  Massachusetts  agriculture  and  Massachusetts  farm  products. 

Public  Relations  Counsel. — Too  frequently  in  the  past  farmers  have  assembled  in 
convention  and  made  some  very  far-reaching  decisions  and  proposed  legislation  without 
much  thought  of  the  functions  and  difficulties  of  the  distributors  or  the  attitude  of 
the  consuming  public.  Grocers  have  not  always  been  fully  aware  of  the  problems 
of  the  producers,  and  consumer  groups  have  arisen  who  have  had  their  own  problems 
only  in  mind.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Division  of  Markets  to  familiarize  each 
group  with  the  work  of  all  factors  in  the  food  business,  so  that  we  may  all  work 
for  orderly  marketing  without  overlapping,  and  without  factional  or  vocational  warfare. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  National  Association  of  Marketing  Officials 
their  annual  convention  was  held  in  the  Hotel  Bradford  in  Boston.  The  convention 
was  addressed  by  the  Governor,  and  the  group  visited  the  Cape  Cod  cranberry  bogs 
and  the  old  and  new  marketing  facilities  of  the  state.  It  was  an  opportunity  to  show 
Massachusetts  agriculture  to  a  national  group  interested  in  agriculture,  and  also  it 
gave   the   representatives   of   large   shipping   states   a   first   hand    opportunity   to   visit 
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REPORT  OF  DIVISION  OF  PLANT  PEST  CONTROL  AND  FAIRS 

The  inspections  in  the  Massachusetts  nurseries  are  made  in  order  that  we  might 
prevent  the  spread  of  insect  pests  and  plant  diseases.  This  is  accomplished  by  a 
careful  examination  of  all  growing  plants  offered  for  sale  and  the  licensing  of  all 
stock  brought  in  from  other  States.  These  inspections  also  assure  the  purchaser  of 
clean,  healthy  stock.  Each  nursery  is  inspected  at  least  once  each  year  and  several 
inspections  are  made  in  the   larger  nurseries  during  the  growing  season. 

The  first  annual  inspection  is  made  early  in  the  spring  at  which  time  all  five-leafed 
pines  are  examined  to  determine  whether  or  not  they  are  infected  with  the  white 
pine  blister  rust.  This  disease  is  occasionally  found,  but  only  in  limited  numbers. 
The  surroundings  of  establishments  growing  five-leafed  pines  are  carefully  examined 
for  a  distance  of  1200  feet  from  the  growing  stock  and  Ribes  (currant  and  gooseberry 
bushes)  arc  not  permitted  to  be  grown  in  this  area. 

During  the  spring  and  fall  an  inspection  is  made  of  stock  sent  into  the  state  from 
outside  nurseries.  This  is  accompanied  by  certificates  from  the  state  of  origin  and 
is  usually  free  from  pests.  Whenever  it  is  found  that  this  stock  is  not  up  to  the 
Massachusetts  standard,  it  is  either  subject  to  treatment,  returned  to  the  consignor 
or   destroyed. 

The  examination  of  the  growing  stock  in  our  nurseries  this  season  showed  it  to 
be  in  excellent  condition.  The  policy  of  not  allowing  infested  stock  to  remain  in  the 
nurseries  (and  a  source  of.  infestation)  has  for  the  past  several  years  been  very  helpful. 
It  has  made  the  inspection  less  burdensome,  both  to  the  inspector  and  the  nurseryman 
and  has  eliminated  a  dangerous  source  of  infestation.  Considerable  time  is  spent  in 
maintaining  a  clean  area  outside  the  nurseries,  as  a  protection,  and  the  results  fully 
justify  this  practice.  There  are  330  nurseries  in  Massachusetts  holding  grower's  cer- 
tificates permitting  them  to  sell  nursery  stock. 

The  Japanese  Beetle  has  been  found  in  all  of  the  New  England  States,  but  is  not 
as  yet  so  prevalent  in  Massachusetts  as  to  cause  any  appreciable  damage.  Infestations 
as  reported  to  this  department  are  usually  on  ornamental  plants  and  may  be  controlled 
by  spraying,  trapping  or  hand  picking.  We  have  not  as  yet  had  our  attention  called 
to  infestations  heavy  enough  to  cause  defoliation  of  a  single  tree.  Since  this  insect 
passes  a  part  of  its  life  in  the  soil,  it  can  be  controlled  there.  Treating  the  soil  with 
arsenate  of  lead  at  the.  rate  of  10  lbs.  per  1,000  square  feet  of  ground,  is  a  satisfactory 
control.  The  department  scouts  commercial  establishments  for  Japanese  Beetles 
during  July  and  August,  in  order  to  eliminate  the  possibility  of  spreading  the  insects 
on  plants  consigned  to  points  outside  the  known  infested  area. 

Infestations  of  the  European  Corn  Borer  were  very  much  reduced  in  1940.  Many 
growers  reported  fewer  borers  in  sweet  corn  than  had  been  in  evidence  for  several 
years.  Federal  and  state  surveys  confirmed  this.  Many  factors  could  have  contri- 
buted to  the  reduction,  but  quite  likely  much  of  it  can  be  credited  to  the  fall  plowing. 
The  Massachusetts  law  requires  that  corn  stubble  be  plowed  or  destroyed  by  Decem- 
ber 1.  The  department  is  enforcing  this  law  vigorously.  A  corps  of  twenty  inspectors 
make  a  thorough  canvass  starting  December  1  and  report  all  violations  to  this  office. 
Hearings  are  held  throughout  the  winter,  at  which  time  the  violators  are  asked  to 
appear  and  explain  their  failure  to  comply  with  the  regulation.  Fewer  violations  were 
reported  this  year  than  last,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  number  will  decrease  each  year. 

The  Dutch  Elm  Disease  is  within  a  few  miles  of  Massachusetts,  both  to  the  West 
in  New  York  State  and  South  in  Connecticut,  but  as  yet  has  not  been  found  in  this 
state.    The  control  in  the  states  where  it  is  known  to  be  present  is  very  encouraging. 

Apiary  Inspection. 

All  apiaries  in  which  American  foulbrood  had  been  found  in  1939,  were  reinspected 
in  1940.  In  most  instances,  these  apiaries  showed  a  marked  reduction  in  or  a  complete 
disappearance  of  the  disease  and  in  none  of  these  localities  has  the  disease  spread. 
This  reinspection  reveals  a  steady  improvement  in  formerly  diseased  areas.  Other 
bee  diseases  are  seldom  encountered  today  and  cause  slight  damage  in  Massachusetts. 

As  in  the  preceding  two  years,  the  established  policy  was  one  of  "area-clean-up". 
As  fast  as  the  disease  has  been  eliminated  or  brought  under  control,  it  has  been 
possible  to  extend  inspection   in  adjacent  localities.    Thus   in   1940,   it  was  possible 
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to  substantially  extend  systematic  inspection  so  that  work  in  Norfolk  County  was 
completed;  considerable  new  work  was  also  done  in  certain  sections  of  Berkshire 
County;  and  a  beginning  made  in  Bristol  and  Plymouth  Counties.  Thus  the  greater 
part   of    Massachusetts   has    been   inspected   and    in   it,    American    foulbrood   is   under 

control  or  suppressed. 

In  1941,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  inspection  can  be  further  extended,  so  as  to 
complete  the  work  in  Berkshire  County  and  extend  it  in  Plymouth  and  Bristol 
Counties.  It  may  also  be  possible  to  reach  Barnstable  County.  The  extension  of  the 
inspection  area  will  depend  in  part  on  the  results  of  reinspection,  in  all  localities 
where  disease  occurred   in  the  inspection  of   1940. 

White  Pine  Blister  Rust.— Substantial  progress^  was  made  during  1940  in  the  con- 
tinued effort  to  prevent  further  damage  to  the 'forests  in  Massachusetts  by  white 
pine  blister  rust.  The  control  of  this  fungous  disease  is  accomplished  by  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  alternate  host  plants  (currant  and  gooseberry  bushes)  from  areas  in 
proximity  to  valuable  white  pines. 

Following  a  retarded  spring,  excellent  field  conditions  prevailed  during  the  summer 
permitting  the  effective  eradication  of  currants  and  gooseberries  on  control  areas 
aggregating  83,442  acres.  From  these  areas  the  field  personnel  removed  491,449  wild 
and  777  cultivated  bushes.  The  control  program  during  1940  involved  work  in  28 
towns  in  the  State  and  provided  79,942  man-hours  of  useful  employment  for  relief 
workers.  Enrollees  at  three  of  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  camps  in  the  state 
worked  a  total  of   12,087  man-hours  on   State-owned  lands. 

Blister  rust  control  work  in  Massachusetts  is  administered  by  this  Division  with 
the  active  participation  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Labor  is  furnished  through  certification 
by  the  local  representative  of  the  Federal  Work  Projects  Administration  and  by  the 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps.  Towns  and  cities  and  other  state  departments  in  pos- 
session of  forest  lands  are  also  active  cooperators  in  local  control  programs. 

Fairs. — The  agricultural  fairs  of  Massachusetts  were  generally  successful  in  1940, 
although  during  the  latter  part  of  the  fair  season  weather  conditions  were  not  ideal 
for  open  air  activities.  The  weather  handicaps,  however,  did  not  prevent  an  increase 
in  attendance  over  the  previous  year. 

The  total  attendance  at  all  Massachusetts  fairs  in  1940  was  776,809,  an  increase 
of  17,121  over  that  of  1939.  Agricultural  exhibits  also  showed  an  increase  and 
totaled  73,858,  as  against  62,489  in  1939.  The  grand  total  of  all  exhibits  for  the  year 
was  87,228.  This  again  was  more  than  the  figure  of  the  previous  year  by  11,465. 
These  figures  do  not  include  the  exhibits  of  agricultural  and  industrial  products 
shown  at  the  Eastern  States  Exposition  in  West  Springfield,  and  the  Brockton  Fair 
at  Brockton. 

During  the  year  the  department  received  applications  for  an  allotment  of  State 
Prize  Money  from  132  organizations  and  associations.  Of  this  number  112  held 
either  fair  exhibits  or  shows  at  which  State  prizes  were  awarded.  State  premium 
checks  were  sent  out  to  the  number  of  1977  and  of  this  number  boys  and  girls 
received  806  checks  for  prizes  won  in  Junior  Department  classes.  The  department 
also  awarded  287  ribbons,  125  bronze  medals,  29  trophies,  4  silver  medals  and  one 
Certificate  of  Merit. 

Four  fairs  had  light  harness  racing,  and  two  fairs  running  horses  with  pari-mutuel 
betting.  The  other  fairs  with  race  tracks  used  them  for  automobile  and  motorcycle 
races,  thrill  shows,  rodeos  and  the  like.  Many  fairs  put  on  very  fine  parades  of 
farm  livestock,  and  the  owners  and  animals  were  announced  as  the  parade  passed 
in  review  in  front  of  the  grandstand.  Draft  horses  and  oxen  furnish  a  real  attrac- 
tion at  many  fairs,  and  drawing  contests  on  the  stone  boat  are  one  of  the  most 
popular  features  at  fairs  today. 

All  major  fairs  have  been  inspected  by  a  representative  of  the  department,  and 
records  kept  of  the  number  of  exhibits,  and  of  all  special  features  and  activities  of 
the  fair.  The  smaller  fairs  have  been  visited  so  far  as  possible,  and  their  exhibits 
carefully  examined. 

The  department  has  issued  regularly  a  monthly  fairs  news  letter  containing  informa- 

irs.    Material  for  the  letter  has  been  received  fror 
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fair  inspection  reports,  letters  and  news  releases  sent  out  by  fair  secretaries  and 
managers,  and  contributions  for  the  issue  bave  been  received 'from  the  State  College, 
the  State  Fairs  Association,  Extension  Service  staff,  and  from  other  agencies  inter- 
ested in  agricultural  fairs.  Speakers  have  been  supplied  when  requested  to  address 
groups  of  fair  officials,  civic  and  other  organization  meetings.  Studies  of  fair  activities 
and  departments  have  been  made  in  order  that  the  department  might  render  every 
assistance  possible  which  would  tend  to  increase  the  value  of  fairs  to  agriculture  and 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State.  A  printed  list  of  dates  of  all  major  fairs 
has  been  compiled  and  printed,  and  copies  made  available  for  distribution  upon  request. 
Radio  broadcasts  have  been  given  from  time  to  time,  stressing  the  educational  and 
agricultural  value  of  fairs,  and  the  service  which  they  render  in  encouraging  boys 
and  girls  to  become  interested  in  agriculture. 

Special  assistance  in  revising  and  improving  premium  lists,  the  introduction  of 
new  classes,  and  in  the  arrangement  of  exhibits,  as  well  as  suggestions  for  programs 
and  special  features,  has  also  been  given,  and  many  fairs  have  availed  themselves 
of  this  service. 

The  State  Buildings  on  the  Eastern  States  Exposition  grounds  at  West  Springfield, 
and  the  Brockton  Fair  Grounds,  Brockton,  are  under  the  direct  supervision  and 
control  of  the  department.  The  care  of  the  grounds,  including  lawns,  plant  outs, 
flower  beds,  gardens,  etc.  on  which  these  buildings  are  situated  and  the  care  and 
maintenance  of  the  buildings  is  also  included. 

The  division  has  cooperated  with  and  actively  assisted  Boys  and  Girls  Work.  The 
4-H  Club  members  have  received  not  only  cash  prizes  for  their  exhibits  at  fairs, 
but  have  also  been  awarded  medals,  ribbons  and  trophies,  and  the  Massachusetts 
4-H  Club  Summer  Camp  at  Amherst  has  received  financial  assistance  which  has 
made  this  activity  possible.  Students  in  vocational  schools  and  departments  in  high 
school  have  had  funds  made  available  for  many  features  of  their  work  where  there 
is   competition    and    where   prizes   are   offered    for   meritorious   achievement. 

The  Vocational  Agricultural  school  student  and  the  Future  Farmers  of  America 
have  also  received  cash  prizes  and  awards  for  public  speaking  and  for  judging  con- 
tests. The  Department  considers  the  work  with  young  people  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  activities  connected  with  fairs,  and  encourages  all  fairs  to  extend  every 
opportunity  possible  to  boys  and  girls  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  fairs. 

In  the  State  buildings  at  Brockton  and  Springfield  the  Department  installs  each 
year  very  elaborate  and  extensive  educational,  agricultural,  industrial  and  recreational 
exhibits. 

The  exhibit  in  the  State  Building  on  the  Eastern  States  Exposition  grounds,  West 
Springfield,  included  agricultural  exhibits,  showing  the  importance  and  value  of  the 
cranberry,  onion  and  apple  industries  to  the  State.  A  cranberry  bog  complete,  showing 
the  vines,  water  for  flooding,  ditches,  etc.  coupled  with  a  fine  display  of  varieties 
of  berries,  equipment,  pictures,  cranberry  products  and  canned  berries  made  up  the 
display,  and  over  15,000  booklets  on  the  uses  of  cranberries  were  distributed.  The 
onion  exhibit  showed  a  harvesting  scene  with  painted  background.  This  was  one 
of  the  most  realistic  exhibits  which  has  ever  been  set  up  in  the  Massachusetts  Build- 
ing, and  the  figures  shown  in  the  exhibit,  coupled  with  the  onions  growing,  pulled, 
topped,  graded  and  bagged,  showed  step  by  step  how  onions  are  grown,  harvested 
and  prepared  for  sale. 

The  apple  exhibit  featured  family  packages,  showing  a  large  variety  of  containers 
holding  from  six  to  a  dozen  or  more  apples,  and  also  a  display  of  apple  products. 
Mcintosh  was  the  variety  used  principally  in  the  display.  There  were,  however,  one 
or  two  other  varieties  shown  in  lesser  quantity. 

The  Department  of  Conservation  installed  a  most  complete  exhibit,  beautifully 
landscaped,  showing  a  waterfall  pool  and  trout  brook  well  stocked  with  fish.  The 
work  of  the  Recreation,  Parks  and  Beaches,  Forestry,  and  Fisheries  and  Game 
branches  of  the  Department  of  Conservation  were  all  shown  in  the  exhibit. 

The  State  Department  of  Education,  Vocational  Division,  occupied  one  whole 
wing  and  showed  what  the  trade  schools  are  doing  to  train  young  people  for  industry. 
Classes  of  boys  and  girls  were  in  attendance  daily  and  actually  carried  on  their 
work,  just  as  though  they  had  been  in  school. 
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In  the  other  wing  of  the  Building,  Savings  Bank  Life  Insurance,  the  Unemploy- 
ment Compensation  Commission,  Massachusetts  Development  and  Industrial  Com- 
mission and  the  Boston  Port  Authority  each  had  booths  and  showed  the  activities 
and  scope  of  these  several  agencies.  Many  thousand  copies  of  folders,  leaflets,  booklets, 
etc.  were  given  away  during  the  week  and  valuable  contacts  were  made,  innumerable 
questions  answered  and  information  given  by  those  in  attendance  at  the  booths. 

The  Massachusetts  State  Building  at  Brockton  had  a  most  unusual  series  of 
exhibits,  both  agricultural  and  industrial,  some  of  the  outstanding  being  the  State 
Department  of  Conservation  and  its  very  attractive  exhibit  that  caused  many  favorable 
comments ;  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture's  poultry  and  milk  exhibit ;  the 
Packard  Farm  of  Brockton's  fine  vegetable  display ;  the  cranberry  growers'  showing 
of  a  cranberry  grading  machine  and  real  cranberry  bog  with  pump,  etc. ;  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture's  exhibits  of  Soil  Conservation  Work  and  the 
school  lunch  program  under  the  Surplus  Marketing  Administration.  The  South- 
eastern Massachusetts  Shoe  Manufacturers  had  an  industrial  display  of  all  the 
latest  styles  in  men's  footwear.  The  Brockton  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
had  a  very  fine  exhibit. 

Special  exhibitions  were  also  set  up  at  the  Marshfield,  Essex  County  and  Great 
Barrington  fairs.  The  exhibit  at  Marshfield  featured  the  Poultry  Industry,  and  the 
mechanical  hen  and  egg  were  both  used  in  this  exhibit.  Pamphlets  on  "What  You 
Should  Know  About  Eggs"  were  distributed.  The  apple  storage  map  with  flasher 
showing  location  and  size  of  available  storage  houses  was  used,  and  fruit,  pictures 
and  charts  giving  market  information  and  advertising  suggestions  made  up  the  balance 
of  the  display  at  Topsfield.  The  Barrington  Fair  Exhibit  had  for  a  background  a 
canvas  showing  a  cranberry  bog,  and  in  front  varieties  of  berries  and  canned  products  ; 
also  varieties  of  apples,  special  retail  containers  and  a  display  of  apple  products  in 
glass. 

At  Clark  University  in  Worcester  an  exhibit  was  set  up  in  connection  with  a 
Conservation  Show  which  the  University  stages  each  fall.  In  addition  and  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Massachusetts  Development  and  Industrial  Commission,  two  very  com- 
prehensive exhibits  were  arranged ;  one  at  the  New  England  Drug  and  Health  Show 
held  in  Mechanics  Building.- Boston,  April  3D  to  May  4:  and  the  other  in  Atlantic 
City,  New  Jersey,  October  1  to  4  at  the  time  of  and  in  connection  with  the  North- 
eastern Poultry  Producers  Council  Fifth  Annual  Show.  The  exhibit  used  at  Atlantic 
City  was  the  reduced,  revised  and  re-conditioned  exhibit  which  was  shown  at  the 
World's  Poultry  Congress  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  August,  1939.  The  division  also 
assisted  in  many  smaller  table  and  wall  displays  at  meetings,  conferences  and  small 
shows  held   in  connection  with  conventions  and  group  gatherings. 

REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  RECLAMATION  BOARD  —  1940 

During  the  year  1940,  mosquito  control  activities  in  Massachusetts  carried  on 
under   the   supervision   of   the    State    Reclamation   Board   included  : 

1.  Supervision  of  mosquito  control  projects  organized  under  the  "Mosquito  Control 
Act". 

2.  Maintenance  of  mosquito  control  works,  largely  in  salt  marsh  areas,  constructed 
with  state  funds  as  an  unemplovment  relief  measure  during  the  years  1931.  1932  and 
1933. 

3.  Surveys  in  cities  and  towns  in  response  to  petitions  from  municipal  admin- 
istrative officials. 

4.  Planning  of  W.   P.   A.   projects   for  mosquito  control  drainage. 

5.  Technical  assistance  to  individuals  undertaking  to  control  the  mosquito  nuisance 
on  their  own  property,  and, 

6.  Distribution   of   public   information   concerning   the   mosquito   problem. 

Under  the  first  heading  there  are  three  mosquito  control  projects,  funds  for  which 
are  provided  by  municipal  appropriations  plus  limited  contributions  from  interested 
individuals  and   organizations. 

The  Cape  Cod  Project,  comprising  the  fifteen  towns  in  Barnstable  County,  which 
is  the  largest  single  project  in  the  state,  carried  on  its  usual  construction  and  main- 
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tenance  work  during  the  year  1940,  and  for  this  purpose  the  sum  of  $.34,222.98  was 
expended.  This  project  is  now  completing  its  eleventh  year  of  operation.  It  has 
reduced  the  prevalence  of  mosquitoes  on  Cape  Cod  to  the  point  where  they  are  no 
longer,  a  nuisance.  The  first  control  work  of  the  project  was  directed  principally 
against  the  salt  marsh  mosquitoes,  which,  surveys  showed  to  he  responsible  for  about 
90%  of  the  trouble.  The  control  of  these  mosquitoes  is  largely  accomplished,  and 
the  work  now  consists  principally  of  the  maintenance  of  the  extensive  salt  marsh 
drainage  that  has  been  installed  to  prevent  breeding,  and  the  locating  and  elimination 
of  sporadic  breeding  areas  thai  appear  during  exceptional  conditions  of  tide  and 
rainfall.  An  importanl  part  of  the  work  of  the  project  now  is  the  controlling  of 
other  species  of  mosquito,  which,  with  the  disappearance  of  the  salt  marsh  mosquito 
as  the  preponderant  element,  has  assumed  greater  proportional  importance.  Good 
progress  in  the  control  of  fresh  water  breeding  species  is  being  attained.  Drainage, 
oiling,  and  the  elimination  of  opportunities  for  breeding  near  habitations  are  being- 
carried  on. 

Mansonia  perturbans  now  presents  the  greatest  difficulties  of  control  on  the  Cape. 
Mr.  Hj.  Myhre,  Superintendent,  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Armstrong,  Entomologist  of  the 
Cape  Cod  Project,  have,  after  quite  extensive  experimentation,  made  considerable 
progress   in   combating  this  particularly  baffling  species   of  mosquito. 

The  Nantucket  Project  does  not  cover  as  large  an  area  as  the  Cape  Cod  Project, 
but  the  work  was  started  the  same  year  and  has  been  ably  supported  by  the  town 
of  Nantucket  and  the-  summer  residents.  Expenditures  for  the  Nantucket  Project 
during  1940  were  $3,401.64. 

The  work  of  another  small  project  in  Belmont  consists  largely  of  oiling  catch  basins. 

The  projects  organized  under  the  state  appropriations  of  1931,  1932  and  1933. 
referred  to  in  item  2  above,  included  practically  all  of  the  salt  marsh  areas  of  the 
state,  other  than  those  already  a  part  of  the  Cape  Cod  and  Nantucket  Projects.  These 
projects  consist  of  fifty-one  seacoast  cities  and  towns  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  in 
these  areas  most  of  the  salt  marshes  have  been  ditched  except  for  certain  sections 
of  the  North  Shore  between  Cape  Ann  and  the  New  Hampshire  line.  In  this  par- 
ticular section  much  ditching  has  already  been  provided,  but  there  are  still  breeding- 
areas  which  should  be  ditched  when  funds  are  available.  The  state  has  made  no 
appropriation  for  this  construction  work  since  the  beginning  of  C.W.A.  activities 
in  the  early  winter  of  1933-1934. 

In  the  fifty-one  communities  mentioned  above,  maintenance  work  is  carried  on 
annually  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Reclamation  Board.  Funds  for  this  work 
must  be  provided  by  the  cities  and  towns  concerned  under  assessments  made  annually 
by  the  Board.  The  money  is  deposited  with  the  State  Treasurer  and  expended  at 
the  direction  of  the  Board.  All  labor  is  supplied  by  the  towns  in  which  the  work 
is  done  and  the  actual  supervision  is  carried  on  by  field  agents  of  the  Reclamation 
Board.  In  the  fiscal  year  1940  the  amount  expended  for  maintenance  work  was 
$29,497.05.  This  method  of  maintaining  mosquito  control  ditching  has  proved  to  be 
a  satisfactory  one  and  has  resulted  in  keeping  the  ditching  in  an  effective  condition. 

In  response  to  requests  from  officials  of  eight  different  municipalities  of  the  state, 
reports  were  given  as  to  the  breeding  conditions,  together  with  suggestions  as  to 
how  these  conditions  could  be  corrected.  Within  the  past  year  in  addition  to  the 
requests  received  from  communities  in  the  state,  many  communications  were  received 
from  individuals  requesting  information  on  mosquito  breeding  problems.  All  of  these 
requests  were  answered  by  the  Board  and  reports  made  in  cases  where  specific 
problems  needed  investigation.  These  reports  and  this  information  have  not  always 
resulted  in  immediate  action,  but  in  most  cases,  the  people  concerned  have  shown 
considerable  interest  in  the  problem  and  an  inclination  to  arouse  community  interest 
so  that  improvement  of  conditions  might  be  effected.  In  many  cases  these  surveys 
have  resulted  in  improving  the  effectiveness  of  mosquito  control  in  certain  com- 
munities, and  in  the  undertaking  of  control  activities  where  actual  interest  and 
enthusiasm  had  reached  the  point  of  providing  funds  for  attacking  the  problem. 

Several  communities  have  requested  information  which  might  assist  them  in  pre- 
paring proposals  for  W.P.A.  projects  on  mosquito  control  drainage.    Whenever  such 
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a  project  is  approved  and  put  in  operation,  the  Reclamation  Board  has  given  it  such 
field   supervision  as   its   limited   field   force   permits. 

During  the  year  1940  the  Reclamation  Board  has  given  technical  assistance  to 
some  individuals  who  have  undertaken  mosquito  control  on  their  own  property.  In 
some  cases  the  work  merely  benefited  the  individual  owner,  yet  in  many  cases 
sufficient  work  has  been  done  to  make  it  of  benefit  to  those  living  in  the  immediate 
vicinity. 

Publicity  on  mosquito  control  has  been  given  through  special  articles  in  the  news- 
papers, radio  broadcasts,  and  talks  to  Garden  Clubs,  Women's  Clubs,  and  other 
organizations  .  The  aim  of  this  publicity  has  been  to  acquaint  the  public  with  the 
importance  of  the  responsibility  of  the  individual  property  owner  in  preventing  on 
his  own  land  the  breeding  of  mosquitoes  that  may  be  the  cause  of  a  neighborhood 
nuisance.  Emphasis  was  also  made  on  the  need  of  continuous  public  support  of 
mosquito  control  activities  undertaken  by  the  community. 

The  revised  booklet  entitled,  "The  Mosquito  in  Massachusetts",  published  by  the 
State  Reclamation  Board  in  1939,  has  been  in  considerable  demand  during  the  past 
year.  The  material  in  this  bulletin  is  non-technical  and  is  designed  to  acquaint  the 
general  public  with  the  problems  of  mosquito  control,  and  the  methods  of  procedure 
by  which   effective   control   of  the  pest  may  be  accomplished. 
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To  the  Honoraole  Bella 1 6  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  128  of  the 
General  Laws,  I  an  herewith  Baking  my  annuel  report  for  the  yec  r 
ding  Novamoer  30,  1941 ,    for   the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Respectfully  submitted, 
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Commis..         r  ft*^ 

PgRSOgBS  oi'  THL  D£PAp,T::lAr  "-— 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture  -  William  Casey,  Spencer 

Executive  beeretary  to  the  Commissioner  -  Michael  J.  Carroll,  Lynn 

Advisory  Board 

John  Bursley,  V.est  Barnstable  -  Term  expires  November  30,  1941 

Herbert  N.  Shepara,  Warren  -  Term  expires  November  30,  194-1 

Robert  C.  Cobb,  Littleton  -  Term  expires  Novemoer  30,  1942 

Arthur  M.  Howard,  Pitt afield  -  Term  expires  November  30,  1942 

Milton  C.  Allen,  Waban  -  Term  expiree  November  30,  1943 

James  DeNormandie,  Lincoln  -  Term  expires  November  30,  1943 

Mr.  DeNormandie  resigned  in  January,  1941,  and  Vernon  D.  Mudgett 
of  Lancaster  was  appointed  to  fill  his  unexpired  term. 

Divisions 

*Livestock  Disease  Control  -  Director,  Mark  H.  Galusha,  W'iiiiaiLstov/n, 

resigned  Jan.  16,  1941 
James  DeNormandie,  Lincoln, 

appointed  Jan.  23,  1941 
Dairying  &  Animal  Husbandry  -  Director,  Lester  T.  Tompkins,  Essex 
Market*  -  Director,  Louis  A.  Webster,  Blaokstone 
Plant  Pest  Control  &  Fairs  -  Director,  R.  Harold  Alien,  Taunton; 

isst.  Director,  Alfred  W«  Lombard,  Arlington 


Al 


State  Reclamation  Board 

Edward  Wright,  Department  of  Public  Health,  Chairman 
Richard  K.  Hale,  Department  of  Public  Works 
George  R.  Bt ration,  Hopkinton,  Secretary 

*Report  filed  separately;  not  included  in  this  report. 
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of  the 
DlVlfclUN  OF  DAIRYING  AKD  ASIMAL  KJSBAHDfil 
Year  Ending  November   30,    1941 

r 

Lester  T.  TcmpKine,  Director 

************* 

The  Division  is  divided  into  two  sections,  namely  Dairying 
and  Aninml  Husbandry.  Under  Dairying  we  have  the  Inspection  of  Barns 
and  Dairies,  a  section  dealing  with  the  regulation  of  raw  milk  supplies 
intended  for  pasteurization  plants  or  for  distribution  as  raw  Bilk  in 
such  municip.  lities  as  permit  the  sale  of  raw  milk.  This  work  is  done 
under  the  direet  administration  cf  the  Director  of  the  Division  of  Dairy- 
ing and  Animal  Husbandry,  who  is  directly  responsible  to  the  Milk  Regu- 
lation Board  which  was  established  by  Chapter  30$,  Acts  of  1932  of  the 
General  Laws.  It  is  the  tasx  of  this  Division  to  enforce  all  dairy  laws 
net  otherwise  directly  allocated  to  other  authorities. 

The  Animal  Husbandry  work  entails  promotional  work  along  live- 
stock and  poultry  lines,  with  certain  definite  regulatory  work  on  poultry. 

From  DeceEsoer  1,  1940  to  Kovember  30,  1941  nine  regular  in- 
spectors and  one  supervisor  were  employed  on  dairy  fara  inspection.   Due 
to  accident,  one  mm.   was  on  sick  leave  for  approximately  four  months. 
Eis  work  was  carried  on  by  a  temporary  inspector.  Inspections  were  car- 
ried on  in  the  Massachusetts  milk  shed,  which  includes  Maine,  Hew  Hasp- 
shire  and  Vermont  principally  and  portions  of  Hew  York,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  as  wall  as  the  farms  in  Massachusetts.   Outside  of  Massa- 
chusetts the  work  w&s  done  by  areas  assigned  to  each  inspector,  and  these 
areas  ^ere  further  divided  by  creameries  or  receiving  stations  located  as 
fellows:  Maine,  18;  New  Hampshire,  17;  Vermont,  32;  Hew  York,  3;  &  total 
of  120. 

The  same  procedure  of  inspection  was  followed  as  in  the  past; 
that  is,  each  producer  of  fllXk  was  given  an  op  ortunity,  through  reinspec- 
tion,  to  comply  with  the  regulations  before  bein^.  excluded  from  the  mar- 
kets of  the  Coroiion wealth .   One  of  the  main  points  of  progress  made  during 
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the  year  was  the   construction  or  rezso dolling  of  uiilfc  houses  in  the  Maine 
territory.     It  would  be  seible  to   give  the   exact   figure  on  how  many 

were  constructed,    but   it    is   estimated  St   least   700  nev.  rrjlr;   houses  were 
built.      Each  one  has  a  concrete   floor,    sheathed  and  painted  walls,    ade- 
quate light  and  ventilation  and  proper  cooling  facilities,    cither  for 
mechanical   or  natural   refrigeration.      The   second  point  was   the  general 
compliance  with  the   temperature  requirements.     When   taking  tesirer^tures 
of  milk  on  arrival  at   the   creameries  it  was  found  that   a  great  proportion 

at   37°  or   38°  Fahrenheit. 

In  1932,  when  the  Legislature  enacted  the  so-called  Uniform 

Inspection  Law,    everyone  hoped  for  uniformity.     Today  we  are  drifting 

back  to  non-uniformity   due   to  local   health  departments  making  regulations 

that  are  inconsistent  with   quality  work.     Until  such  time  as  control  of 

inspection  is   centralized  in  one  authority,    confusion  will  exist.     Another 

ftay   to  avoid  confusion  and  misunderstanding  in  the  dairy  industry  would  be 

to  have  all  regulations  pertaining  to  milk  reviewed  by  as  agency  or  acme 

other  impartial  group  before   becoming  effective.     A  conference  is  now  being 

arranged  of  New  England  state  officials,   under  whose  control  the  inspection 

of  dairies  comes,    in  order  to  meet  and  discuss  the  possibility  of  uniform 

inspection  and   the  interchanging  of  inspections  to  avoid  duplication. 

Balry  farms  inspected:  -  -  13,783 

Approved  -  -  9*638 

Hot   approved       -  -  4,150 

Dairy   farms   relnspected:  -  -  4,084 

Approved  -  -  3,423 

Hot   approved  -  -  666 

Suspended  -  -  491 

Reinstated  -  -  294 

Other  farms   visited  -  -  1,767 

Milk  dealers  visited  -  -  840 

Milic  inspectors  visited  -  -  129 

Complaints   investigated  ...  63 

Temperature   tests  -  -  3,612 

Sediment   tests       -  147 

Butter  fat   tests   -  231 

Bacteria  tests       -  3 

Producers  interviewed  -  -  157 
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Stores  inspected     -  49 

fie&rings  held            -  180 

Certificates  suspended  or     -pfused  -                           526 

■                  reinstated         -  -                          333 

"                   issued                  -  -                     24,382 

*                         n    (tULporary)  -                       5,000 

Inspections   received   (fctc-te   and   Icc^l)  29,618 

Tees  received            -  C532 


The  animal  husbandly   *-ork  if  the   Division  during   *  he  year 
was  largely   proaotioaal  and  varied  but  little  from  the  program  insti- 
tuted several  years  ago.     That   program  was  one  to  promote  diversifica- 
tion on  any  farms  suited  to   diversified  farming,    including  beef,   horses, 
sheep,    swine  or  dairy   goats.     Advice  has   been  given  freely  to  several 
hundreds  of  people  who   have   come  to   the  office  or  asked  for  such  advice 
Gn  their  farms,      Such  help  has  included  appraising  farms  for  their  value 
in  connection  with   livestock  production,    advising  hov»  existing  buildings, 
eHuipasent   or  available  labor  could  he  adjusted  to   care   for  the  stock  in 
question. 

Assistance  has  been  given  in  several  l^rge  new  sheep  enterprises; 
that  is,    they  have  the  possibility  of  becoming  large  for  this  State.  Such 
farms  have  been  encouraged   to   carry  on  a  self- sustaining  program.     That  is 
to   say,    they  are  urged  to    improved  by  a  well  planned  outline     fertiliza- 
tion of  their  pastures  and   crop  land   to   increase   the   continued  yield  ©f 
Detter  quality   grass,   greater  yield  of  corn,    root   crops   or  grain  needed 
to   carry   the   flock  or  herd. 

Many  meetings  have   been  held  to  promote  consideration  of  live- 
stock  in  accordance  witfe    such   a  diversified   farm  management  program. 

The  Division  collaborated  with  the  State  College,    the  4-fi  Clubs, 
the   breed  cisscciaLicns,   the  Extension  Service  and  others  to  bring  about 
the  greatest  good   to    all  interested  in  livestock   farming. 

The  industry   has   continued  to    see   a  very   lively  interest   in 
all  fields  of   livestock.      The   uuality   of   farming   along  these  lines  has 
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improved  materially   over  the  past   sev^r::l  years. 

The  outlook  for  livestock   expansion  in  this  area  locks  very   root  . 
>»e  look  forward  to   a  great  many  people   becoming  interested  in  the   produc- 
tion of  more  meat   and  wool-producing   aninals  under  the   greatly   imprcvci-d 
grass  farming  practice. 

PuUiA'irt   WOKK 

Poultry   work  centered   around  the  official  grades  est  i  all  shed 
several  years  ago.     Fourteen  Record  of  Performance  Breeders  were  under 
supervision  of  the  Department.      Regular  inspections  were  made  at  their 
plants.      These   creeciers  are  also  operating  under  the  at  xt   highest   grade 
knov-n  as  Massachusetts  Certified  Pullorus  Clean.     The  State  Inspector 
checks   thfe   birds  classified  under  this  Grade,     five  thousand   two  hundred 
and  twenty   birds  passed  R.Q.P.    inspections.     The   average  egg  production  for 
these  birds  was  253,07  eggs.     It   is   interesting  to  note  the  State  average 
of  1^3  and   the  average  of  110  for  the   country   as  a  whole.     These  breeders 
obviously  are  making  a  definite   contribution  to   the  poultry  industry  cf 
Massachusetts,    as  well  as  to   flocks  in  other  states. 

Poultry  Transportation  Law.     Under  the   la^   54O  11 ceases  were 
issued  Dy   the  Department.     The  fee  collected  is  #2.00  per  license.     $awa 
an  applicant  has  more  than  one  vehicle  to  license  a  fee  of  only  fifty- 
cents  is  required  for  each  additional   license. 

Poultry  Tattooing.     Tattooing  sets  are  still  be'ag  sold  to 
poultry men  in  the  State.      The   code  numbers  issued  are  registered  with  the 
State  Police.     The  use  cf  these  outfits  has  proved  a  real  aid  in  checking 
poultry  thieving.     According  to  State  Police  officials,    thefts  reported 
are  almost  in  all  instances  on  farms  not  using  this  equipment. 

Disease-Free  Poultry  Flocks.     Two   hundred  and   sixty-eight  poultry 
farms   are   recorded  on  the   official   list   issued   by   the  Department  as  being 
free  from  pullorum  disease.      These   farms   represent   a  large   source  of 


disease-free   poultry.      TL©  offici&l   disease-free   list   is   one  of  the   best 
advertisements  cf   an  industry    n'bose  products,   namely   eggs   an  ultry  meat, 

including    turkeys,   have  &  value  of  ^ppro:  im^tely  424,000,0*50. 


1941   AHUUt  ?0I 

tint i 

by  Louis  A.    Webster,    Director 

The  yvnr  1941  was  one  of   Lnoreasing     ct   vlty.  e   demand  for 

Massachusetts   fan     products  incr        sd,      ut  the  procuction 
also,    r-nd  ces      ere  not  really  attract!*    .      The   progrs      of  c:  r  ds 

and  one-minute  radio   spots  on  HB2*,   WMXL9   WAAB,    an<      TAG  i      arently 
•howed  est  nlshing  results.  r     f         rices  attractively  high  dur- 

ing the  ye^r,    nut  on  the  other  hand,    vith  a  few  except  lone,    prices        re 
not  ruinously  low.      For  instance,   while   torn         a  in  1941   went  to  lows  of 
254  a  basket  in  neighborifl  t     ricei      a  achusetti        ri  a* 

ned   riX  a  level    that  a.Ldn*  t  show  too  great  a  loss  by  the  use  of   radio 

hen  tone  toes    vera  down  around  $1.00  1    and  a  sntl  t 

stimulated        -'         'e  canning  operations  among  consul-  rs.      The  ease  of 
best-  was  another  where  they  droned  to   ruinou:       rices  for  a  :■  ■  ys 

in  August  only  to  respond  rapidly  under  the  stimulation  of  one  minute 
radio  spots.      Su    me  squash  the  only  crop   that  seemed  to  offer  only 

nor  response  to   advert!  and  that   is  a  very    seasonal    crop   end  not 

rticularly  ted  to  canning. 

In  October  1941   8  Congressional  Study  Committee  visited  a- 

thusetts  and  New  England  in  an  effort  to   Learn  at  first  hand  sore  of 
the  problems  of  New  *sjglaad  agriculture.      ffc         ■  1     ■  Its  ly 

hailed  as  a   Delated   recognition  national!        ~r'   the  fact  that  New     :     Land 
sgri culture  fills  ^n  important  place  in  the  economy  of  our  states  end  also 
in  the  agriculture  of  the  nation. 

One  of   the  problems  facing  Congressional  action     t   the         1   it  li- 
the expansion  of  Office  of  Price  and  Control  Services.      The  matter  of 
controls  has  been  looked  upon  with  more  or  less   suspicion  by  agricul- 
tural   people,   because  of  the  difficult;/  of  proving  costs  of  production 
on  which  to  base  ceil in      .rices. 
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Agricultural  people  of  Massachusetts  are  not  generally  inter- 
r.ed  in  the  concept  and  operations  of  parity  and  parity  prleej   I  ich 
ere  becoming  incre?     ly  important    .  increasingly  accepted  SJ  a 
basis  for  regulation  an:  stabilisation  of  f  v        rices.        rlty 
ccnce  t  is  particul&rly  irk     to  poultry  ;en  be    •  the  poul  py  -,n 
of  Ma   Bhusetts  art  definitely  c  jhv    rs  r  Us  r  than  primary 
auc    .    hat  is,  they  buy  all  o~"  their  r-       ,-   s  ana  convert  gn 
ana  roughage  into  eggs  ani    t,  and  vhert     rity  is  based  on  the 
ice  of  r.bout  200  articl  taf  th  t  of  feed  r     antl  only  ribout 

ultrj      end  ■ bout  b    their  money  od  fee^  ,  -  'n 

a  rice,  their  rise  is  not  equitably  refled    n  th?.  parity 
>f  their  product. 
Nevertheless,  due  to  incr^c.~^d  efficiency  and    rtness,  the 
poultr  .  ro'iucers  of  Mas;echus-      ve  enjoyed  very  successful   p ora- 
tion and  have  more  th -in  doubled  their     actios  since     .   Jhst  is 
a  record  only  equalled  by  broccoli  and  butternut  squash,   oth  of  -Men 
are  sew  product  .   As  one  grocer  ex     i  ;  it,  *Vhea  I  c         ton 
ten  year  ago,  fresh  eggs  'era  as  aocoa  odatloa  item,      :    are  the 
princ     part  of  our  egg  business," 

The  Division  of  Karkata  has  worked  in  close  eoo(>     m   th 
the  New  York,  N^    Uglas      e  Institute  in  the  pre       of  gr   Ler 

5  of  satire  apples.   The  basis  of  the  Institute  is  a  volunteer 
contribution  of  l<$   a  bushel  for  al 1  apples  sold  after  the  start  of 
the  sale  of  the   i  Lthy  v"    ~y.   The  Idea  of  a  per  unit  contribution 
for  advert! ?ing  end  promotion  has  proved  eminently  sound  in  the  case 
of  ^aine  potatoes,  ..  ■    ~  u   tts  cranberries,  and  the  a   1        ver- 
al  re^  o&e,    I  hope  ana  expect  th  it  this  method  of  promotion  will 
t  with  increasing  acceptance. 


The  work  of  Ai&s  nor  Beteman  in      J  Lg     to   the   ooni 

the  vrlue  of  our  native   protective  f  >f        t:.  >u* 

to   Loci         roducers.      The   lonr   time    value  of    this      -.rvice 
>t  oeen   sufficiently  recognized  by  proaue        .1  d 

<e  to    "ak:e    this  op   o^tunity   to    express  *j  c"  Iter 

Piper  for  his   r  ned   e  pie  market   report;  to  Julius  Kr  for  his 

tlreleas   activity   in  behalf  of   ^oultrymen;    to  tflaa  an  for  con- 

sumer contacts;    and  to  rion  Crowley  for  the  thoi  one 

details  .-■•ell   done  th  t  §o  to  make  up   the  smooth  operation  of  a 
division.     I   also  appreci   te   the  loyal   service  of  all  our  report* 

,1   inspectors  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the   radio  tad 

coo  er  ting  fooa  handling  organisation   . 


AHNUAL  RIPOfiT 

of   the 
DXT18X0B  OF  PLA1Z   PKf   CONTROL  ANTD  FAIRS 
Year  Ending  November   30,    19-41 

by 
P.  H.  Allen,  Director 

************* 

The  work  in  the  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control  ^nd  Pairs  in- 
cludes the  inspection  of  nurseries  for  insect  pests  and  plant  diseases, 
giving  advice  on  pest  problems  that  occur  outside  the  nurseries,  white 
pine  blister  rust,  apiary  inspection,  and  the  cooperation  ^ith  the  agri- 
cultural fairs  throughout  the  State. 

All  persons  growing  nursery  stock  that  is  offered  for  sale 
aust  have  it  inspected  once  a  year  and  a  certificate  persnttinr  s«les 
issued  to  th^a.   In  the  larger  nurseries  it  is  necessary  to  mske   several 
inspections  at  the  times  when  the  different  insects  and  diseases  can  be 
identified.   In  ease  the  inspection  shows  that  any  stock  is  Infested, 
such  stocx  is  withheld  froa  sale  until  it  has  oeen  treated  according  to 
recos;  endatlons  by  this  Department.   At  the  present  time  v;e  have  347 
growers  holding  certificates.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  nurseries  are 
in  excellent  condition  and  are  apparently  free  from  injurious  pests.  In 
addition  to  the  nursery  certificates,  we  issue  approximately  500  licenses 
to  agents.  These  agents  buy  and  sell  stock  that  is  obtained  from  certified 
nurseries. 

The  Division  has  endeavored  to  be  of  assistance  to  individuals 
oy  giving  advice  on  insect  problems  to  farmers,  market  gardeners,  fruit- 
growers and  tisDerland  ovners.   It  is,  of  course,  necessary  to  be  aole  to 
correctly  diagnose  insects  or  diseases  in  order  to  give  the  proper  control. 

The  European  corn  borer  infestation  has  been  reduced  consider- 
ably within  the  State  the  last  few  years.   With  proper  control,  which  . culd 
include  spraying,  it-  is  possible  to  offer  sweet  com  for  sale  that  is  prac- 
tically free  from  infestation.  The  enforcement  of  the  law  which  rehires 
that  all  com  stumble  be  destroyed  by  December  1  has  been  enforced,  and 
fewer  violations  are  reported  each  year. 


The  fapaneM  Bftfttlft   »■«■    IMS    be   increasing   in  numbers,    but 
has  not  as  yet   reached  a  st^c  v*here  It  has   caused  any  economic   damage. 
The   control  measures  that   am  nGw  availublo  would  seem  to   be  adequate 
to  keep   this  insect   in  check.     Although  it  hat;   been    found  in  ft  fev  of  the 
nurseries,    it  is  doubtful  if  it   can  be  considered  a  nursery  problem  here 
at  this   time. 

for  several  years  the  Dutch  elm  disease  has  been   found  in 
neighooring  States  not   any  great  di stance   from  the  W n aftftf  teftftftfcfcft  border. 
The  infestations   in  New  York  and  Connecticut  have  been  numerous  and  have 
threatened  the  elms  in  this  State.     The   first  known  infection  was  found 
in  Massachusetts  last   fall   in  the   town  of  Aiford,   which  immediately  ad- 
joins the  Hew  York  State  line.      The   diseased  tree  MM  immediately  cut 
and   burned.     The  Dutch  elm  disease  is   transmitted  from  one  elm  to  another 
by  a  small  bark  beetle  i^iich  breeds  in  dead  and  weak  elm  trees.     The 
beetle  is   firmly  established  throughout  most  of  the  State;    therefore,   it 
is  important   to   destroy,    so   far  as  possible,    its  breeding  places. 

In  cooperation  with   the  United  States  bureau  of  Entomology  and 
Plant   quarantine,   we  agreed  to   conduct  an  intensive  campaign  of  scouting 
for  the  disease  and  endeavored  to   get  the   cooperation  of  property  owners 
in  allowing  all  dead  and  weak   trees  on  their  property   to  be  destroyed. 
We  have  nad  very  good   cooperation  with  the  property  o.mers  in  Berkshire 
County,    and  ftt   this   t&fci    it    seems  as  if  efficient   control  has  been  accom- 
plished in  that   section. 

The   control  program  to   prevent   further  damage  by   the  white   pine 
blister  rust  resulted  in  the  protection  of  21,306  acres  of  white  pine  in 
^8  tev/nships.     This  work   involved  the   clearing  of  24-9,526  wild  and  2,103 
cultivated  currant   and  gooseberry   bushes   (the   alternate  host  plants  of 
the  disease)    from  74,3#3  acres  of  land. 

The  disease  was  found   quite  generally  on  currant  and  gooseberry 
bushes  throughout   control  areas,    but  weather  conditions  prevailing  during 
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the  late  summer   :md    foil      »r*  not  particularly    favorable    for  2.  ■pread  of 
the  rust  to      .:tt  pine.     Observations,    in    ^11  districts  ladieatc    rl.   t   con- 
trol efforts  have  checked"    tie   dlttiia   in  local  arc-as,    and   the  problem 
now  resolves   itself    into   the  maintenance  of   control  moi-t   effectively   and 
at  minimum   cost.      The   task   of   performing   control  work  *as  particularly 
difficult    during   1941 »    oecause  of   the   extreme   shortage  of  laoor  and  the 
advanced  age   of  the  men   assigned   to  the   project,      iiest   results  v,cre  ob- 
tained  by  using   three-man   crew  units. 

Pine   and   control  area  rapping,    in  anticipation  of  194-  field 
work, was  continued  during   the  winter  periods.     Maps  wmtm   prepared  record- 
ing control   ureas   amounting.,  to   62,573   acres.      The^e    control   areas   con- 
tained 13,625   acres  of  v.hite   pine. 

The  olisuer  rust  control  program,  in  Massachusetts  is  admin: s- 
tered  Dy  this  Division  in  cooperation  with  the  oureau  of  Entomology  and 
Plant  quarantine  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Massachusetts  cifice  of  the  Federal  fcork  Projects  Administration.  Five 
cities  and  towns  collaborated  by  furnishing  transportation  facilities 
for  local   relief  laborers. 

Bee   diseases  other  than  American  foulbrood  were  practically  neg- 
ligiDie  and   caused  slight   loss  in  Massachusetts  in   1941.      Sacbrood  was 
no  more  apparent   than  usual;   only  one   case  of  European  foulbrood  was  found. 
In  comparison,   European    foulbrood   formerly  was   a  major  source  of  loss  to 
the  beekeepers.      The   improvement    continued  in  American  foulbrood  diseased 
areas,   which  have   been  recently   inspected.      It  became  a      f.trent,   however, 
that  in  towns  where  there  had   oeen  no  inspections  for  two  or  more  years, 
a  new  inspection  should   be  made  as  soon  as   funds  are  available,    in  order 
to   determine   occasional,    ol seised   colonies, which  may  have  developed   since 
the  former  inspection.      Tnis   is   furthermore   desirable   !■  order  to   prevent 
any  spread  of  the   disease   from  these   colonies. 

The  practices  of   the   last   several  years   were  maintained,    enabling 
an  extension  of   the   inspection  to   adjacent   towns.      Accordingly,    es  was 
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outlined  Is  the;  m        \   report   of  L940,    all  fcOMM  "v:er*   eh*r*  »m  any 
bees,    in  Eerkshi  re-  County,    hftVi   now  teen   !  nspected.      The   Inspection  cf 
Bristol   County   v*as   OcapleteA.      work   in  Plymouth  County  v.-*s   extended   to 
a  short   air*,  f  Barnstable   County.      L%   the   close   of  the   IMMI  a 

severe  infection  of  American   foulbrood  mi   discovered  in  warchas  and 
Carver.     This   appears   to   have   been  drought  under  control  through   splendid 
cooperation  Of   the   bcefceopers  with  the   injector.      All   colonies  in  this 
area  will  be  exaMneo   a£:iin  in  194--,    in   conformity   to   the   policy  of 
"area-clesn-up,f;   inspection  and    control  of   the    disease  rill   be  extended 
a3  rapidly   9M   ::c3Sic-Io    to  Cape  Ccd.      This  vdll  have   completed  a  thorough 
canvass   of   the  State, 

8  a  susaary  of   the  work  done,    1,957  calls  on  beekeepers  were 
made.     Among  these, 20?  co Ionise  of  bees  were  found   infected  with  American 

.ulorood,    all  of  wtiich  were   found   to   ItttfM   seen  pre    »*1*  handled  f~n<\ 
disposed  of.     This   represents   largely  new  W*x£,    although   all   apiaries 
•juarantined  in  19  40   or  prior  were  reinspeeted.      In   a  majority  of  these, 
conditions  were   substantially  improved*     All  apiaries  having  suppressed 
the  Americas   foulbrccd   disease  were  released  from   quarantine. 

The  1941   fair  season  was  the  rsost   successful   in  many  years. 
Attendance  figures  jumped  tc   992,414.      *his  warn  an  incree.se  of  315,309 
over  the   previous j»ar  and   the  largest   in  ten  years.     The   increase  in 
attendance  was  in  a  lanffl  feature   due  to  ideal  weather  conditions  and  a 
marked  increase  in  s^ipioy^ont.      All   fairs,    both  large  and  small,    par- 
ticipated in  the   attendance   increase   and   enjoyed   a  nest   successful  year. 
*e  now  have   fcur   fairs  el  til   an  annual   attendance  of   over   50,300  people 
and   three  others  exceeding   25,000. 

The   Department   received   applications    for  allotment  of  >lfcl »  prize 
ooney  fro^  135  organizations   and  associations  holding  snows.     Of  this  num- 
ber 114     held   cither   fair*  or  shows;    2,l64  checks  were   sent   out   to  winners 
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of  premiums  at   the   fairs   receiving  an  allotment   cf  State  prize  money. 
The  Department  also   awarded  100   three-streamer  blue   riobons  and   165 
tv*o-str  earner  Grange  ribbons;    159  bronze  medallions  were   awarded   to 
4-fi  Club   ocys   and   girls,    vocational   agricultural   students  in  high  and 
vocational   agricultural   schools  and  other  young  people.      Four  silver 
medals  v;ere  also   awarded  and  one   Certificate  of  Merit.     The   Department 
in  addition  presented  29  special   trophies  at   fairs  and  other  exhibitions. 

Special   exhibitions  were  installed  at   the  Marshfield,   Topsfield, 
and  Great  Harrington  fairs  and   at  the  National  Grange  Show  and  Clark 
University   in  Worcester.     The  exhibit   in  the  Massachusetts  Building  on 
the  Eastern  States  Exposition  grounds,    ftest  Springfield,    was  most  com- 
prehensive and  included  a  poultry  industry  exhibit   showing  the  progress 
made  in  the  last  twenty- five  years  along  production  and  breeding  lines. 
The  Massachusetts  State  College  cooperated  with  the  Department  in  this 
exhibit,     The   Department  of  Conservation  showed  by  models  the  work  of 
the  Departments  several   divisions   featuring   forestry,    recreation,    con- 
servation, and   fisheries  and  game*     The  Department  of  idueatioa,   Vocational 
Division,    installed  a  wording  exhibit   showing  what  the   trade  schools  are 
doing  to  train  workers  for  industry*     The  Boston  and  Hartford  Grdnanee 
Districts'    exhioit   presented  a  display  of  products  made  in  Massachusetts 
and  used  in  defense  and  war  activities*     The  Unemployment  Compensation 
branch  of   the  Department   of  Labor  and  Industries  and  the  Massachusetts 
Development   and  Industrial  Commission  also  exhibited.     Educational  pub- 
lications and   booklets  were  distributed  and  all  inquiries  answered  by 
booth  attendants.      The  exhioits   in  the  State  Buiiain^   at  Brockton  were 
as  follows:    wild   life   exhibit    by   the  Department   of  Conservation;    dahlia 
exhibit    by  J.   E.  Alexander;   Bed  Cross  exhibit;    cranberry  exhibit;   vege- 
table  display   oj  Packard  lam;    shoe   exhibit   by   the  Southern  Massachusetts 
Shoe  Manufacturers  Association;    an  exhibit  of  vegetables  and  eggs  laid 
out  v,ith   flags  in  geometric  design;   dairy  exhibit;   Elsie,   the  Glamour  Cow; 
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and  the  boil  Conservation  and  Surplus.   Commodities  Divisions  of  the  United 
btates  Department   of  Agriculture   also   had   exhibits, 

4-fl  Club   toys    and  girls   and   vocational   agricultural   school   stu- 
dents,   as  well   as  young  people  not   affiliated  v,ith   either  one   of   these 
agencies,   have   received  prizes  and  ether  awards  for  meritorious  work, 
not  oniy  in  producing  and  exhibiting  farm  products  and  livestock  but  also 
In  connection  with   judging  and  other  contests.      The   woi*  with  these  youn^ 
people   constitutes  a  very   important  part  of  the  Departi^nt'  s  activities 
in  connection  v,ith  fairs.     The  l&assc-chusetts  /,-fl  Cluu   c^mp  at  Amherst   is 
partially  i^inaneed  by   the  Department,    and  4.-H  Club  pins  are  fums  ehed 
annually  in  large  numbers.  Tne  outstanding  4-fi  Club  boy  and  girl  receives 
each  year  a  silver  medal    at  the  time  of   the  Onion  Agricultural  Meeting 
in  Worcester.  This  award  is  much   sought   after  and  serves  as  an  incentive 
for  all  4-fi  Cluo   enroilees  to   do   their  best  and  to  strive  to  be   the  ones 
selected  to  be  thus  honored. 

Five  fairs  had  light  harness  racing  an*   three,  pari -mutuel  racing 
«ith  runners.      The   remainder  of  the   fairs  depended  upon  automobile  races, 
thrill  shows,   vaudeville  acts,    rodeos  and  the  lilce  to  furaisla  the  attrac- 
tions on  the  track  and   in  front  of  the   grandstand. 

The   fairs  were  inspected  as  usual,   all  of  the  major  fairs  being 
inspected  as  in  the  past,    and,    in  addition,    several  of  the  smaller  fairs 
were  visited  by  representatives  of  the  Department.     The  Inspection  reports 
indicate  that  the  fair©  were  very  t/ell  handled  and  exhibits  well  ^rr^n^ed 
and  properly   iaoeled.      There  has  been  a  marked  improvement   acted  in   this 
respect  during  the  last   few  years.     Fair  grounds  were  also  teftpt   in  a 
cleanly  -and  orderly  manner  and   safety   precautions  seeded  to   be  adequate. 

The  Department   has  issued  regularly  a  monthly   fairs  n*?ws  letter 
giving  up-to-date  information  on  fairs,   net   only   in  Massachusetts  but 
throughout   the   country.      Speakers  have  been  furnished  to  t*lk  on  agricul- 
tural  r&irs  to  Granges  and    civic  organizations.      Studies  of  fair  activities 
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li&ve  free©  made   by   the  Department   and  a  survey   of  all   fair  properties  Las 
ueen  made.      A  printed   list  of   dates  of   all  major   fair*   hay   been   compiled, 

published  and   distriDuted.     Multigx*aph  copies  of  date©  of  community  and 
Grunge   fairs  have  also    been  prepared  for  distribution.      Radio   talks  have 
been  given  from  time  to  time   stressing,  the  educational  and  agar! cultural 
value  of  fairs,   and  Willi  special   reference   to  the   servic*  rendered  in 
encouraging   coys  and  girls  to   follow  agricultural  pursuits.     Other  services 
have  oeen  rendered  to   officers  and  mesuers  of  agriculture.!   societies  in 
revising  and  arranging  their  premium  list  and  in  making  suggestions  for 
improving  methods  of  display   in  exhibition  halls. 

IThe  Assistant  Director  of  the  Division  has  acted  as  liaison 
officer  pet  we  en  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Massachusetts 
Development  and  Industrial   Commission  in.  carrying  out-   the  1941   farm  pro- 
ducts advertising   campaign  and  has  also   been   the  Collaborator  for  the 
New  England  Radio  Hews  Service,    a  cooperative   service   sponsored  by  the 
six  Sew  Inglamcf  States'    departments  of  agriculture  and  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture* 

fhe  Division  has  also  been  responsible  for  the   care,  maintenance 
and  upkeep  of  the  two   State  Buildings,   one  on  the  festers  States  Bxj>osi~ 
tica  grounds  at  West  Springfield  and  the  other  on  the  Brockton  fair  ground© 
at  Brockton.     This  work  includes,  a*>t  only  repairs  and  upkeep  of  the 
building*    out   also   care  of  the  grounds,   flower  beds  and  plaatouta. 


ANNUAL  Hi.-ORT 
of  the 
STAT*    RECLAMATION  BOARD 
Year  lading  November  30,   1941 

by 
George  R.   £tratton,   Secretary 

During   the  year  1941  the  principal  activities  cf  the  Reclamation 
Board  have   consisted  cf  mosquito   control  work  in  the  projects  which  come 
under  the  supervision  of  the  State  Reclamation  Board.     This  work  has 
included: 

1.  Supervision  of  mosquito    control  projects  organized  under  the 
llosauito   Control  Act." 

2.  Maintenance  of  mosquito   control  works,    largely  in  salt  marsh  areas, 
constructed  with   State  funds  as  an  unemployment  relief  measure  during  the 
ytars  1931,   1932  and  1933. 

3.  Surveys  in  cities  and   towns  in  response  to  petitions  from  municipal 
a<Saini strati ve  officials. 

4.  Planning  of  W.P.A.   projects  for  mosquito   control  drainage. 

5.  Technical   assistance  to   individuals  undertaking  to   control  the  mos- 
quito nuisance  on  their  own  property,    and 

6.  Distribution  of  puolic  information  concerning   the  mosquito  problem* 

Under  the   first  heading   there  are  three  mosquito   control  projects, 
funds  for  which   are  provided  by  municipal  appropriations  plus  limited  con- 
trioutions  from  interested  individuals  and  organisations. 

The  Cape  Cod  Project,    comprising  the  fifteen  towns  in  Barnstable 
County,   which  is  the  largest  single  project  in  the  State,    carried  on  its 
usual   construction  and  maintenance  work  during  the  year  1941.    and   for 
this  purpose  the   sum  of  135,695.85  was  expended.     This  project   is  now 
ootpleting  its  twelfth   year  of  operation.      It  has  reduced  the  prevalence 
cf  mosquitoes  on  Cape  Cod   to   the  point  where  they   are  no   longer  a  nuisance. 
The   first   control  work   of   the  project  was   directed   principally  against 
the  salt  marsh  mosquitoes,    which   surveys   showed  to   be   responsible   for  about 
90%  of   the   trouble.      The   control  of  these  mosauitoes  is  largely   accomplished, 


and  the  work  now   consists  principally  of   the  maintenance  of   the  ext^i^ive 
salt  siarsh  drainage   th*t  has  been  installed  to  prevent   breeding  anc   the 
locating  and    elimination  of  sporadic  breeding  are&a   that   appeftr    luring 
wxoepti  onai    conditions   of   tide  and   rainfall.     An  iivortant  pari:  cf  the 
\sorlc  of   the  project  note    is   the  controlling  of  oti;er  species  of  moeraitc 
which,    -<ith   the   disappearance  of   the  salt  ssarsh  isos^uitc   oa   the  prepon- 
derant  eiei&ent ,   have  assured  greater  proportional   importance.     Good  pro- 
gress in  the   control  or   fresh  water  breeding   species  is  being  -it twined. 
frPltfiHig*,   oiling  and  the  elimination  of  opportunities   for  'vrv<c±lng  near 
tefeit&tiofis  are   feeing  carried  on. 

Mftliaoflla  ptrturhans  still  present   the  greatest   difficulties  of 
control  on  the   Cape.      Mr.    Hj,  Mynre,   Superintendent,    and  Mr.   8.   L, 
Armstrong,   mtoaolo gist  of  the  Vkkp*  God  Project,   feavfe  made  considerable 
progress  in  combating   this  particularly  caff ling  species  of  mosquito* 

The  Han  tucket  Project   does  not   cover  as  large  an  area  as  the 
Cape  God  Project,    out    the  work  Mi   started  the   same  year  and  has  been  ably 
supported  by  the   town  of  Stent uc&et   and  the   flliiwu   residents.     Expenditures 
fox  the  HantucKeo  Project   during  I94L  were  1 2, 421. 09. 

The  work  of  another  small  project  in  BeLsent   consists  Largely  of 
oiling  catch   basins. 

The  projects  organised  under  the  State  appropriations  of  1931, 
1932  and  1933,    referred  to   in  item   2  above,   included  practically  all  of 
the   salt  iuarsh   areas  of  the  State,    ether   than  those  already  s.  part   oi    the 
Cape  Cod  and  Nantucket  Projects.      These  projects   consist   of   fifty-one 
seacoast   cities  and.   towns   of   the  Commonwealth,    anil  in  these  areas  most   of 
the   salt  uiarshes  have  been  ditched  except    for  certain  sections  of  the 
North  Snore   between   Cape  A.;n  and  the  Sew  Hampshire   line.      In  this  particu- 
lar section  much  ditching  'has  already   been  provided,    but    there  are   still 
breeding   areas  which   should   be   ditched   v hen   funds  are  available.     The 
Haft*  has  made  no  appropriation   for  this   construction  work  since   the 
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oeginnin^  of  C.V.^.    MM  Titles  in    t/he   e^rl>   v.inter  of  1933-19  34. 

la  the    fifty  -one    wC^uniti«i  mentioned  ai>o7o,  maintenance  work 
is  carried  en  exnau^uly  under   the   airecoion  or   &he  btiroe  Reclamation  tc  -rd. 
^UAia&  for  -ohii:  ionfe  Ubu   ut  provided  Dy   the   cities  and  towns  concerned 
under  assessments  made  annually  oy  tat   Beura.     The  money   Is  deposited 
with  the  Iftate  Treasurer   and   expended  at   the   direction  of   tat   i?oard«   All 
labor  is   supplied  ay   the  to^ns  in  uhich  the  WHfftC  is  done,    and  the  actual 
supervision  li    carried  on  »>y  field  agents  of  the  Reclamation  Board.     In 
tig   iiseal  year  1V41  the  amount   expended  for  maintenance  work  was 
4*27,764.24.     This  laethca  of  maintaining  ises4uitc   control  ditching  has 
proved  to   ue  a  satisfactory  one  and  has  resulted  in  keeping  the  ditching 
in  as  effective   condition. 

In  response  to   requests  from  officials  of  several  different  muni- 
cipalities of  the  Lt-xtt,    reports  were  given  as  to   the  breeding  conditions 
together  vdth   suggestions  as  to  how  these   conditions   ecaald  be  corrected. 
Within   the   paet  year,    in  addition  to   the   requests  received  from  communi- 
ties in  the  otate,  many  communi cations  were  received  from  individuals  re- 
questing information  on  mosquito   bTf  inlllfl  problems.     All  of  these  requests 
were  answered  by  the   Board  and  reports  made  in  cases  where  specific  prob- 
lems needed  investigation.     These  reports  and  this  information  have  not 
always  resulted   in  immediate   action,    but   in  most   cases  the  people  eon- 
ceruea  tfc&ve   shown   considerable  interest   in  the  pro  Diem  and  an  inclination 
to  arouse  community   interest   so  that  improvement  of  conditions  sight   be 
effected,      la  many  oases  these   surveys  have  resulted  in  improving  the 
effectiveness  of  mosquito    control  in  certain  communi ties     and  in  the  under- 
taking of   control  activities  where  actual   interest  and   enthusiasm  had 
reached  the  point  of  providing   funds  for  at tacking  the  problem. 

beverai   communities  have  requested  information  which  might  assist 
tftem  ia  preparing   proposals   for  **.P.A.    projects  on  mosquito   control  drainage, 
whenever  such   a  project   is   approved  and  put   in  operation  the  Reclamation 
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.rcl  has  given  it    :;uoh   field   supervlsi  Ml   M   its   limited  field   force  permits. 

During  the  year  19^1  the  R#9lai»*tloS  3o --.*a  has  given   technical 
assiat'&ce  to    soae  Indivi  £**!«  who  have  undertacen  :so£iuitc   control  on  their 
Q-*n  property.     In   som   cases  the   rtorfc  :a«rely  benefited  the  individual  ov.ner, 
yet  in  sany  cases  auffleisnt  vorfc  has  htill   Ipm  to  aauke  it  of  benefit  to 
those  living  in  tba  iisnediat?  vicinity. 

Publicity  on  ■©•qui to   control  baa  9MB  given  through  special 
articles  in  the  newspapers,   radio  broa  t,s,aad  t^iics  to  garaea  uluhs, 

somen's  clubs,   anc"   otitar  organisation- ■- .     The  •$&  of  thie  publicity   has  bees 
to  acquaint    the  public  -ith   she  tSgHa&MNM  of  the   responsibility  of  the 
individual   property   cvaer  in  |fi9nU8g  on  hit*  ovsi  land  the  breeding;  of 
so£<jaiteee  that  aft?   be  the   cause  »f  ft  neighborhood  nuisance,      kaphas! s 
ma  also  made  on  the  need  of   contir-uous  public   support   cf  ssotnUitc   control 
activities  n&4erta£«n  by  the  <ii>ammTlJ 

The   revised  booklet   entitled,    *fhe  Mosquito  in  Massachusetts,* 
pucliahed  by  the   §N&§  &s delation  Board  in  1939,   teas  been  in  considerable 
dee*nd  during  the   past  yeer.      The  materiel   in   this  bulletin  is  non- 
technical and  is   designed  to  acq.uc.ir_t    the  general  public  with  the  problems 
cf  acs-aiitc    control  *-nd    the  sxetbods  of  procedure  by  &hich  ef recti ve  con- 
trol cf  the   pest  Kay   ce  accompli shed. 

The  work  of  mosquito   control   has  a   very   definite  hook-up  with 
the  work  of  national   defense,    and  the  State  Reclamafcica  Beard,    through  its 
functions  in  respect   to  mosquito   control,   hat   cooperated  to  the  full  ex- 
tent cf  its  ability   <<vith   th#     Army  and    the  Havy,    the  United  *t?.;tes  Public 

■ith  Service  and    the  Wet**  Projects  Administration  in  controlling  mos- 
quito  breeding   that  would   affect  Ansy  and  N<±vy   establishments  and   tne  per- 
sonnel  engaged  in  defense  industrial   wor^« 

The  Board's   flr^t   contact  \  ith  this  work  was  made  in  April,    19tl, 
vvhen  the   advice   and  assistance  of   the   Board  was  requested  in  controlling 
iiuitces  in  the  Aray   establishments,     fkat   HON  Jionth  a  survey   of   the 
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Camp  Edwards  area  was  made  and  arrangements  were  completed  whereby  cur 
Cape  Cod  Mosquito  Control  Project  vtould  do  the  necessary  mosquito  control 
work  in  this  area  except  the  prevention  of  breeding  directly  around  the 
.uarters,  which  would  oe  done  by  the  -<-rmy.  As  agreed  upon,  this  work  was 
carried  cut  by  the  Cape  Cod  Project  throughout  the  1941  season  v,ith  its 
o*n  personnel. 

following  up  the  work  at  Camp  Edwards,  a  survey  was  Mad©  later 
in  the  month  at  lort  Sevens  and  a  program  laid  out  for  mosquito  control 
there,  which  was  carried  on  within  the  military  reservation  by  the  Army, 
During  the  season,  several  visits  to  fort  Sevens  were  ma&e  by  representa- 
tives of  the  Board  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  Army  in  meeting  the 
problems  of  mosquito  control  at  this  reservation. 

In  July,  similar  assistance  was  given  to  the  Arsy  in  controlling 
mosquito  breeding  at  the  various  defense  establishments  of  Boston  Harbor, 
The  Board,  cooperating  with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health, 
conferred  with  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Chelsea  Naval  Hospital  in 
attempting  to  solve  the  serious  mosquito  problem  at  that  place  caused  oy 
breeding  areas  outside  the  reservation.  Out  Entomologist  assisted  the 
Navy  authorities  in  laying  out  a  program  for  cent rolling  mosquito  breeding 
fcithin  the  reservation  itself. 

Early  in  June,  1941,  a  representative  of  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service  at  Washington  requested  information  of  the  Board  concerning 
a  program  and  estimate  of  costs  in  controlling  mesauitoes  in  and  around 
all  military  and  naval  reservations  and  defense  industrial  areas.  In 
answer  to  this  request  a  report  was  made  to  the  United  States  Public  Health 
Service,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  work  was  given.  Subsequently, 
a  jcint  Works  Projects  Administration-United  States  Public  Health  Service 
project  provided  funds  to  the  amount  estimated  in  this  report.   Operations 
under  the  project  *ere  started  August  1$  at  Fort  Devens,  on  September  2 
at  the  Boston  Defense  Area,  and  September  7  in  the  Camp  Edwards  area. 
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The  work  under  the  project,  until  about  the  middle  of  October, 

was  confined  to  the  application  of  oil  to  mosquito  breeding  areas.   Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Board  assisted  in  the-  location  of  mosquito  breeding 
areas  and  in  securing  permits  from  the  owners  for  the  use  of  oil*  Oiling 
was  discontinued  in  October,  and  drainage  of  mosquito  breeding  areas  and 
the  clearing  of  brush  from  swamps  to  facilitate  oiling   operations  the 
next  spring  and  summer  was  immediately  begun  at  Fort  Devens  and  in  the 
Camp  Idwards  areas.  The  work  in  these  two  areas  has  been  in  continual 
operation  since  that  time.   During  the  surfer,  oiling  operations  under 
the  project  were  carried  on  in  Chelsea  for  the  protection  of  the  KavsJL 
Hospital;  in  Nahant,in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Ruckman;  in  Watertcwn,  near 
the  Arsenal;  in  ^uincy ,  on  the  salt  marsh  within  the  Kaval  Air  Base;  and 
in  a  number  of  other  areas  in  Q,ulncy  for  the  protection  of  both  the  Air 
Base  and  the  Jore  Hiver  shipyards*  Similar  work  was  carried  on  at  Fort 
Devens  within  the  reservation  and  at  Camp  Bdwards. 

Drainage  work  under  the  project  has  been  in  operation  at  Fort 
Devens  continuously  since  early  October  and  in  the  Camp  Idwards  area  for 
about  the  same  period  of  time*  Work  at  Idwards  has  been  supervised  by 
the  personnel  of  the  Cape  Cod  Mosquito  Control  Project.  The  wor£  there 
has  consisted  of  reeutting  ditches  in  the  salt  marsh  at  Falmouth  and 
idashpee  adjacent  to  the  Army  bathing  beach  at  Poponesset.  It  also  included 
the  laying  and  covering  of  pipe  outlets  in  M&shpee,  Falmouth,  Bourne  and 
Sandwich,  and  a  large  .amount  of  brushing-out  of  lanes  into  swamps  for  oiling 
and  along  fresh  v.=*ter  drainage  ditches. 

No  work  under  the  project  has  been  done  as  yet  at  ^estover  Field, 
Out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Army  a  considerable  amount  of  drainage 
and  necessary  oiling  was  done  last  season.  A  project  for  drainage  and 
oiling  at  Westover  has  oeen  approved  and  will  be  put  in  operation  shortly. 
Representatives  of  the  Board  have  assisted  in  preparing  this  project  and 
in  securing  necessary  permits  for  *ork  cutsiae  of  the  reservation. 
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oince  19^9,   v;ben   the  Reclamation  Bo^ri   first  was   authorized   by 
law  to  create  and   supervise  mosquito   control  projects  v.herever  funds  were 
provided  oy  confcrioution  or  appropriated,    there  nave   oeen  constructed 
throughout   the   salt  marsh  areas  of   the  &tate   some   four  thousand  miles  of 
ditches.     These  ditches  have   oeen  maintained  annually  to  the  end  that 
in  areas  ^here  the  Kork  has  been  carried  on  the  mosquito  nuisance  of 
former  years  has   beeo   practically  eliminated.      The  Board   is  pleased   that 
its  experience  of   the  last   twelve  years  with   one  pro  Diem  has  enabled  it 
10   oe  of   service  to    the    defease  program  of  today. 
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To   the   Honorable  BllTl   and   House   of   Represent -tivea: 

In  compliance  *ith  the  provisions  of   Chapter  1.21  of  the  Gene: 
Los,   1   an  herewith  ..aing  my  annual   report    rcr   the  year  ending 
November  30 ,    194-s  for  the  Department   of  Agriculture. 

Respectfully   submitted, 
LG0IL  A.        ... 

Acting  Co-  ioner 


Coik-dssi   ner  of  Agriculture  -  Mark  B.   Galusbi,  lamstown.   (on 

military   leave  of   absence,    effective  April  7,   194  <:) 

Acting  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  -  Louis  A.  Kebst^r,   ?3isckstcne 

(.dlitviy   substitute,    appointment   effective  April   7,    194 1\ 


Advisory   board 
Robert  C.    Cobo,  Littleton 
Arthur  M.    Howard,   Pitt afield 
Hilton  C.  Allen,   Waban 
Vernon  D.  Mudgetfc,   Lancaster 


-  Term  expires  J:mu.vry   31*  1943 

-  Term  expires  January    31t  194? 

-  Tero:  expires  January   31,  1944 

-  Term  expires  Jenusry  31,  1944 
John  Bursley,  fcest  Barnsta&le*.  -  Term  expires  January  31,  1945 
Herbert  N.    Shepard,   Warren            -  Term  expires  January   31,  1945 


Divisions 

Dairying  &  Animal  Husbandry 
Livestock  Disease  Control 
s 


Mils  Control 

Plant  Pest  Control  &  Fairs 


-  Director,  L    i       p  T.  Tompkins,   Essex 
*  Director,  James  BeNomandie,  Lincoln 

-  Director,   Louis  A.    Webster,   Blackafcone 
(vacancy   in  directorship   from  April   7»,^-; 

-  Director,   Joseph  C»   Cort,   heading; 
Ass*t   Director,  Jerry  Bend,  Jr»,   Seed^aB 

-  Director,   fi.    Harold  Allen,  Taunton 
Ass't   Director,   Alfred  tf«   Lombard, 

Arlington 


Mi  Ik  Control  Board 

Mark   fi,   Galusha,   Williamstcwn, -Chairman   (through  April   6,   1942) 

Louis  A.  Webster,   Black  stone,  Acting  Chairman  (as  of  Aprltf  ^£V&&$  *** 


Mrs.  Katharine   1.    Driscoll,   West   Roxbury  -  Term  expiTe^fnmmW'i^h^m?1^* 

1,    1946  Lfll   ,  ,       mcr 


tHiiVJ&flSSJOK  Oft 


Floyd  Verrill,   Concord  -  Term  expires  January 
Wmrk  Carpenter,  Marshfield,   Secretary 

ktute   Reclamation  Board 

Edward  frlgte,   Department  of  Public   B*a£tfe9   Chainwa  M0ftm& 

Richard  K.   Hale,    Department   of  Public  V<orks  'Jv 

Daniel  J.   Curran,   Dei>ortJ=ent  of  Agriculture   (on  rcilitc-ry  leave  oFlfBfcfctrce) 
George  R.   St rat ton,  Bopklnton,   decretory 

Reports  of  Divisions    off  Livestcc'-:   Disease  Control   and  k'iik  Control 
not  included  herewith. 


I 
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Again,    after  twenty-four  y         ,  Massachusetts  f  rmers  hare         n 
operating  on  a  ws      basis ,   aj         _i  as  the  Massachusetts  Departs  of 

Agriculture . 

The   Department   c:        ri culture  has    felt   the  impact   of   the  war,    in 
that  we  "nave   been  curtailed  in  personnel  in  the   office   and   in  the  field 
force.      «-e   have   been   fortunate,    indeed,    that   the    remaining     .    rsonnel   h  iV€ 
taken  a  personal   and  deep   interest   in  the   work  of   the  Department   and   have 

us  the   "second  mile,"   afi   it   were,    in  do in  i     hich  is  net   in   their 

definite   requirements  under  Civil  Service  regulations.        very  Director, 
every   project   head   and    every   one   of   the   secretarial   and   clerical   staff 
have  worked  valiantly    to    carry   on  t he   traditions   of  the   1  lent. 

Nineteen  forty-two  was   the   first   yeai      hen   the  Department   operated 
without   a   separate   chairman   on  the  Milk  Control  Board. 

The   work   dene  by   our  Agriculturist,   Lcjiiei  J.    Cur  ran,    who   Is   en 
military  leave,   has  been   spread  among  the  other  people   in  the   office* 
The  work   formerly   done   by  the  Confidential  Secretary  to  the 
-iseioner  has   also   been   divided  up. 

The   year   1942,    for  the   first    time   in   ;.ore  than  a   decade,    hs.s    seen 
agriculture  in  a  position  --here  production  is  the  limiting   factor,    and  not 

-  [sting,      In  normal   times  marketing    is    the   limiting    faetor  in  the  pros- 
perity  of  Massachusetts   agriculture.      In  1942,    it-         the   problem  of  getting 
things  produced,    and    sales   could  pretty  nearly   take    e&re   cf   themselves. 

it  her  conditions    .ere  optimum,    and,    in  spite  cf   shortages  of  r         inery    and 
of  laocr,   Massachusetts   farm  incomes   were   at   an  all-time   high.      Massachu- 
setts  is   not   alone   in  this   regard,    however,    because,    actually,    the   increase 
of  income    in   agri cultural    sales   in  the  Northeast   was   less   than  in  any   other 
part  of   the    country;    and,    of   course,    the   Increase   in  imcom        as   commensurate 
sh  the   increase  in   average   wages  paid  throughout   the   country. 

Much  cf   the  time    of  the   Department   of  Agriculture  taken  up 

cur  relationships  with  Federal   agencies,    t>«  sinning  with  the   freeze  of 
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milK  prices   in  ":•        by  the  Office  of  Price  Administration. 

As   more   and  more  men   left   the       tram  and   the   stores   ai  11         food 

to 
ocessifcg   plants    ''cr   the   Army,    it    seemed   desi:  stress    the   production 

and   distribution  and  promotion  of  native  products   rather  than   controls*   The 

-centraticn  of  v.ar  plants  military  establishments  in  U        tehuset 

made  a  tremendous  new  market         ?  Massachusetts  products,    and,    to   take   ad- 

of  that  »ark»t|  it  saa  necessary  that  much  sore  inspection  of  farm 
products  should  take  place  than  bad  ever  happened  before.  In  194-  there 
seemed  to  oe  a  turning  point  in  the  increasing  inspection  of  carload  and 
truc&load  lots  of  fruit  and  vegetables  for  Army  use  &nd  the  use  of  -.ore 
government  agencies.  Prcoably  that  was  the  beginning  of  sore  grade  con- 
sciousness as  .-  our  producers  in  Massachusetts,  and  it  will  have  a  con- 
tinuing  effect   in   the  producing   of   better   crops. 

Our   experience  with  one-minute    radio    spots   on  three    stations,  pro- 
moting  the  use   of   any  native   agricultural   product    at   its   peak  of   quantity 
and   quality ,    showed   increasing   Dene fit.      The   use   of   this   radio   time   seems 
to   be   a  satisfactory,    permanent    part   of  cur  promotional  woric.      No  major 
erop   sold   at   ruinous    rates   very   long   after  it  lias   advertised  through  those 
one-minute   radio    spots. 


All   in  all,    194-   has    oeen   a  very   difficult 


for   1      s  -rrs ,   many 


of  i  have   ran  their  i  Kith  much   less   help   than   previously  and   many  o 

\\hcm  are  particularly    short    of  machinery;    out   all   cur   farmers,    as  veil   as 

fkers   in  the   Department   of  Agriculture,    have   been  glad    to   exert   every 
last  effort,    relieving  that   doing  their   particular   job   and   doing  it  well 
■as  a   contrioution  toward  ultimate   victory. 

fc/uac   Of   DIVISIONS 

The   following  detailed  reports  of  the  various  Divisions  of  %] 

C€a         ent   give  a   brief  description  and   explanation  cf    :        riant   functions 
that  en   during    the    past  ye.-.r: 


*not   including  Live  to ck:  Disea  i    Control   and  Milk  Control 


AMttiAL  J        )BT 
of   the 
DIVISION  01    DAIRYING  AND  ANIMAL  HI        NEHX 
Year  Ending  Novemoer   30,    194-2 

by 
Lester  T.   Tompkins,    Director 

************* 

Tiie   Divisicn  of  Dairying    and  Anir/al  Husbandry,    as   a  Division 
of   the  Department  of  Agriculture,    has  two  principal   functions  to   carry 
out.     It   is  the  ■         -tory   duty  of  the  Director  of   the   Division  to  inspect 
cr  cause   to    be   inspected  all   dairy   farms   of   three   or  more   cows  producing 
milk  for  sale  or  to   be  offered   for  sale   in   the  Commonwealth.      It   is   like- 
wise the   duty   of  the  Division  to   inspect,    examine   and  qualify   certain 
ilocKs   of  poultry    for   recognized,    established  Massachusetts   breeding 
graces.      It   is    also    the    duty   of   the  Division  to  promote   animal   husbandry, 
wherever  it    seems   expedient,    in   parts   of   the  Commonwealth • 

The   inspection  of   dairy   farms  was   carried  on   (in  addition  to 
the  Director   and   an  of I  ice   force)    by   eleven  mil-time  men  and  a   supervi- 
sor.     One  of  the   aforesaid   inspectors  was  a  military   substitute   for  a 
full-time   Civil  Service  man  now  with   the   armed  forces. 

The  number  of   farms  inspected  and   the  ultimate   registering  of 
those   farms    by   the    issuance   of   certificates,    or  the   refusal  of   certificates 
for  failure   to  meet  minimum  requirements,    is  broken  down  as   follows:   There 
v.ere  16,513   farms   inspected,    of  which   13,437  were  approved   for  registra- 
tion upon  receipt   of    the    required  fee.      After  the    first   inspection,    2,703 
farms   felling  to  meet    required  levels  were   reinspected,    of  \hich   2,336 
were  approved.      The    317   farms   not   approved  on  reinspecticn  received 
hearings  and   were   given   the   Legal   time  to    comply.      Ultimately,   most   cr  them 
that   bad  any   kind  of   reasonaole    establishments   improved  the   conditions   for 
approval   or   ^re   stiil  working  toward   such  roval.      There  were   2,158 

ether    farios   visited;    977  dealers  who   received  personal  help.      Eighty-four 
milk  inspectors  were   assisted   by   us,    or  ire   received  assistance   from  then.. 

Bacterial   analyses   ftttd    outter   fat   tests  were  made,    cc  tplaints 
gated,    t  fcures  taken,    and  numerous  other  incident  iL    out   very 
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important   aajunets   to  the   work  were    co    dieted. 

The   inspection  work   during  the  JTfl&T  seemed  to   grow  re  re  and  mere 

tense  with  as  ever  increasing   demand   for  sore  milk.      In  fact,    it   new  looks 
as  if  the  work  of  the   next   y  ear  may   be   ever   so  much  rue  re   exacting  of   an 
inspecticn  service's  vigilance.      The   constant   increase   in  the  numoe rs   of 
men   and   boys   leaving   the    industry    for  military   service   is   responsible    for 
this.      Such  exactions  may    create  new  situations,   now  foreseen,    which 
hope  will  not   arise. 

The   Division's   report   on  poultry  activities,    ftl       '.ven  oy   the 
poultry   inspection   supervisor,      is   as  follows: 

POULTRY   VO;-JC 

..  .ssaehusetts  expanded  its  breeding  program  in  194-2.  Hew  grades, 
known  as  Massachusetts  Approved  Pullorum  Clean  and  Massachusetts  Approved 
Pullorum  Packed,  were  officially  established,   Twenty-two  poult rymen 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  utilizing  these  voluntary  Grades, 
thereoy  receiving  the  benefits  of  having  officially  recognized  breeding 
and  disease-free  flocks,   Developments  of  the  government* s  poultry  pro- 
gram, known  as  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan,  created  a  ne*  narket 
for  hatching  eggs  and  breeding  stock  which  could  not  oe  supplied  unless 
the  aocve    sure  8  were  token.   A  schedule  of  fees  has  been   ©Timed  to 
cover  some  of  the  costs  of  this  program. 

Supervision  of  those  poultrymen  operating  under  the  higher  breeding 
stages  established  years  a#o  has  continued.   The  records  of  these  breeders 
operating  under  the  Certified  and  Record  of  Performance  Grades  are  re- 
ceiving national  reputation.  Massachusetts  a* ain  has  the  highest  State 
record  or  egg     Auction  per  bird.   The  United  States  De      It  of  Agri- 
culture credits  Hi     asetts  with  an  average  of  160  eg   per  bird.   The 
*YI      or  the  country  is  113  eggs  per  bird.  The  ave;       the  birds 

ich  f    d  official  re  _ui  re.-nts  for  Massachusetts  Record  of  Performance 
is  2$3. 2  eggs.  The  number  of  oirds  represented  in  this  average  is  5.406. 
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The   seed   stock   coring    from    oirde   having  such   records  undoubtedly   contri- 
buted much   toward   the    establishing   of   the   hi  Bfl   .te   ave  for  V. 

country. 

Two  hundred  forty-one   flecks   have    been  recognised  on   the  Dfficj 

Dltease-Pree  List   puolished   by    this  De;;  ent.      These   flocics   are   blor 

tested  for  Pullorum  Dlsi  ...    the  Veterinary  Department   at    the  Massachu- 

setts  State   College,      The  farms   are   checked  by  the  Massachusetts  Depart* 
ment  of  Agriculture   for   compliance  v,ith   the   official   disease-free  illa- 

tions nentioned  above. 
Poultry  Trans,  or t a ti  on  Lav/ 

This  year   508  transportation  licenses  were   issued   by   the  Be        t- 
ment.     The   license  its  a.  transporter  of   ..vultry   to   fto   ire      __rm  to 

faim   ouying  and  selling  poultry.     The    fee   for   such  license   is   LI,  >0. 
V=here  .acre  than  one   vehicle   is   licensed   by   an  applicant,    the   fee   for   the 
additional  licenses   is    50?   e.,ch. 
Poultry  Tattooing 

The  program  of   tattooing  poultry  is   still   in  effect.     Tuttco 
Bete  are  registered  with  the  State  Police.      Thefts  on  i  irffie  using  such 
equipment    „ave    oeen   reduced   considerably,    according  to   records   at  the 
office   of  the   Department   of  Public  Safety. 


The   animal   Husbandry  wort:  during   the  year   started  with  our   co- 
operative effort   in   connection  with   the  Union  Agri  cultural  Meet  in  -.      There 
were  various   activities   carried  out  in  this   field   in  addition  to  poultry 
KM*,        ield   demonstrations   for  the   alleviation  of  trcujl?    from  parasites 
were  held.      P -oaucers  were   assisted  in  marketing  their  excess    ?tock  of 
wool.      3eef   cattle,    sheep,    swine,    goat*,    rabbits,    water   fowl  purchasers 
were  aided   oy   oringing  the   prospective   cust;  and   sources   of   supply 

together. 
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The   continued  promotion  of  better  livestock   by   improved  handling 
and  housing  was   conducted  vith   individuals   in   -ill   parts   of   the   State.      The 
war  seems  to  have  made  the   public  very   conscious  of  the   part   this   Depart- 
ment might   taxe  in  help lag  them   to   produce   certain  products  on   their  on 
land.         I    hare  received  thousands  of  letters  and  a   stream  of  personal 
visitors  v,hc   desired   such    help.      Assistance  m  iven  wherever  possible. 

In   closing,    it  may   be    said  that   it   is  only   fair  to    oelieve  that 
3ttite   some   of   the  war-motivated  interest   in  more  and  better  home-produced 
commodities  will   carry   on  into   the   next  year,    and   perhaps   into   the  post- 
years. 


ANNUAL   R&POHT 
cf  the 

D1Y1,  01  JXS 

Year  Ending  Ncvemoer   30,    1942 

by 
Walter  E.   Piper,  Market   Investigator 

bhlpyiU;.,  Point   Inspection 

The   feature  cf   the   ifeinpiag     cint  inspection  work:   during  the 
past  year  has   oeen   the   inspection  and.   certification  c  I  ies  purci^^ed   oy 

the  Agricultural  Marketing  Admini strati 08  ci"   the  United  States  De]     rt  &ent 
of  Agriculture.      Inspectors   were   stationed   at   tr.  ■        -incipal   shipping 
points  and    the    certification  work  was   carried  on  under  the  Federal -^tate 
agreement   which  has  now   been  in   effect    for  a  number  of  years   between  this 
Department   and  the  United  States  Department   of  Agriculture,     ^ees  for  the 
inspections  were   charged  at   the   rate  of  li#   per  bushel.      In   addition  to 
this,    the  COBROflWi   ith'  received  %$  per  bushel   for  the    serrieef    cf  its 
inspectors   in   supervising   the  loading   for  the  government   agenc,  . 

Market   Re..' arts 

Market   reports  have   oeen   issued  regularly   covering  the  wholesale 
trading  on  the   Boston,    Springfield   and  Worcester  farmer*1    mertets*      These 
reports  have   Deen   compiled  by   representatives   of  this  Division  v. ho   are   on 
the  market   during  the   early  hears   collecting   information  on  prices   and 
receipts  direct   froffl  farmers, 

In  Boston   the   reports  have    oeon  distributed  through  sail   and 
through  early  morning   radio   broadcasts.      These   early  morning,  broadcasts 
have  proven  to    be  a  very    effective  method  cf  getting  the  information  to 
farmers    quickly.      By   special  arrangement a  vith  the   stations,    the  reporter 
telephones  them  frea  the  market   about   6:30    in   the  morning,    givinr    the 
latest  news  which  is   broadcast   sometime    v. i thin  the  next   15  or  20  minute 
period* 
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The   bprin^field   and   Vicrcester  reports   are   distributed  through 
the   daily    ;ress   and   through   daily   broadcasts. 

AC.lfc  Market   Report 

The   Special  Apple  Market   Reports  have   been   continued  throughout 
the  apple  marketing    ei        :i.      Special   emphasis  has    been   again  placed  en  the 
cold   storage   information,    inasmuch   as   a   record  of  holdings   and  ■   ?   :.ent 
cut   of   cold   storage   is   an   important    guide  to   growers   in  distributing  their 
i'ruit   during  the    long  winter  and   spring  marketing   period. 

Retail  Market   Reports 

Reports   on   retail  market  prices  have   been  continued  on  a  weekly 
basis   shewing   prices   in  the  -Boston  metropolitan   area.      These   are    distri- 
buted in  mimeograph   form  through   the  mail   and   are  used  as   a   oasis   of 
radio   broadcasting    oy    several  of  the  Boston  stations. 

Other  Promotional  l&atvrial 

The  monthly   reports   to    the   retail  grocery   tr^&e,   which  n 
off! ei ally  designated  as   "Bay  State    I    rm  Kev.-s,*   have    oeen  issued  on  the 
first   of   each  month.      These   carry   forecasts   Of   supplies   01   native    farm 
products  which   it    is    expected  will   be    available   on  Massachusetts  rrarirets 
curing  the  i^onth.     They   are  mailed  to    a  Halted   list   c  t;il   grocer*   and 

e   further  disseminated  through  trade   papers. 

Monthly   stories  have   also    oeen   prepared   for  and   distriouted 
through   the  SEW   ESOLASS  GBOdSI    ARE  :      efiAZIKE,      These   stories   have 

covered  trends   in  the   production  of   farm  foods    and  timely   information 
and  hints  as  to   how  grocers  nay   eapltaliae  on  the  plentiful   supplies  of 
locoliy-grovvn  produce. 

Egg  Inspection 

During   the  past  year,    egg  grading  school s    were  held   for  th<    bene- 
fit  of  State   inspector:.    -.ho  might   be   called  upon  to   a.         t   the  Federal 


-3- 
government    with   its  inspection        rviee.         :ur  inspectors   In  the  •  ohu- 

setts  Department   of  Agriculture  were    licensed   as  Federal -State   Inspectors 
of  eggs,   poultry  and  turkeys, 

Egg  inspections  required  by  Stat-  &ar«    beea  continued  as  in 

the  past.      The   State   vas    covered  as  well   as   could   be,    considering  the 
request  a   curtailment  of   aut        bile  usage    fcc  4C  il* 

Six  thousand  three   hundred   and  ninety-one   inspections   v%Tt        ae.      Hearings 
v.ere  held   in  various  parts   of   the   State   tow  the  purpose   of  further  edifi- 
cation  as   to    the  meaning   of   the   la.-.      Two   hundred   and   stvf-nty-tvo  were 
called  in  to   ciscuss   the   complaints  with  which   they  v.ere    ch.  ■       1.      Tvtnty- 
lour  complaints  were  taken  into    court. 

Turkey   Inspection 

Inspections    of   turkey  were   eliminated   as   a  result   of  the  DI 
price   ceilings.      Unfortunately,    the   top   quality   grace  was   left   cut   of  the 
new  price   regulations,    thus    compelling   the   producers   of   this   excel   ent 
iUalit-  :uct   to    put    their  turkeys   into    the    second-best   grade,    but    at 

the   second-best   grade   price,     This  meant    a  loss  of   at   least    U$   a  pcund 
to  cur  turkeys   growers  producing   the  top   quality.      Efforts  to   rectify 
this   irregularity   have    oeen  made   and   still   are   being  made,    but  the  un- 
satisfactory  regulation  is   still  in  effect. 

Roadside  Stand  Program 

The  State   farmers'    roadside   stand  program  bag    bees  virtually   sus- 
pended  due    to    curtailment    in  auto   usage,      only   three  men   at   the    time  of 
this  writing   are   operating  under  the   official   Department   of  Agriculture 
program. 


ANNUAL  RLFCkT 
of  the 
DIVISION  Of  PLANT  PX£T  CONTROL  &  FAIRS 
Year  Indin^  November  30,  19^^ 

by 
R.  H.  Allen,  Director 

************* 

The  Pest  Control  Drench  of  the  Division  performed  its  statutory 
functions  involving  the  inspection  of  nurseries,  the  licencing  of  nursery- 
agents,  the  enforcement  of  the  European  corn  ~;orer  law  and  collaborated 
vdth  the  Federal  government  in  such  major  pest  control  problems  as  the 
Japanese  beetle,  the  Dutch  elm  disease,  the  European  corn  borer  and  the 

.  te  pine  blister  rust.  The  usual  inspection  of  apiaries  in  the  Co-.:  on- 
wealth  for  the  detection  and  control  of  bee  diseases  was  continued.  The 
fairs  branch  of  the  Division  supervised  the  award  of  State  prizes  for 
agricultural  exhibits  at  local  fairs  throughout  the  State*  installed 
special  displays  at  some  of  the  major  fairs  and  assisted  in  promotional 
activities  in  collaooration  witfe  various  agencies. 

The  annual  inspection  of  nurseries  was  made  beginning  July  1, 
and  a  total  of  309  certified  as  apparently  free  from  injurious  insect  pests 
and  plant  diseases.   A  shortage  oi'   manpower,  par-ci cularly  the  unavail- 
ability of  trained  entomologists,  considerably  handicapped  the  inspection 
vor&jbut  the  certifications  were  made  very  nearly  on  schedule.   No  serious 
outbreaks  of  pests  were  found  in  the  nurseries.   Two  hundred  and  fourteen 
licenses  were  issued  to  persons  engaged  in  the  sale  of  nursery  stock  from 
certified  nurseries  on  record. 

Advice  io  the  general  public  on  pest  control  as  it  relates  to 
the  garden,  orchard  and  the  household  was  given  freely,  as  in  the  past. 
This  phase  of  the  work  of  the  Division  is  becoming  of  more  ana  ter«  1   .  r- 
t  nee  with  the  increase  in  local  gardening  activities.   Information  on 
such  household  pests  as  carpet  beetles,  clothes  moths,  cockroaches,  ter- 
mites, ants  and  cereal  pests  was  disseminated  by  telephone  and  letter  to 
a  very  large  number  of  inquirers. 
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la  Dece:ajLr,  1941,  the  usual  checi-up  lo  determine  violation* 
of  the  European  corn  borer  law  was  made  throughout  the  St  *te.   In  this 

k  funds    -  sufficient  to     ;ly  I    L«  conditions  in  eech  town,  out  it 
is  believed  that  the  results      .  ned  constitute  a  roascm-ole  re  presen- 
tation of  actual  conditions.  Folic        inspection  work,  vicl.t<  -s   were 
summonsed  tc  hearings  at  convenient  locations  in  the  St-. -a.   The  purpose 
of  these  bearings  is  not  to  prosecute  first  violators  out  rather  to  ex- 
plain the  lav;  and  its  purpose  and  tc  warn  against  further  violation,  fit& 
very  few  exceptions  it  is  found  that  violations  are  not  willful  "out  due 
rather  to  exigencies  of  one  sort  or  another  or  to  misunderstandings  of 
the  provisions  of  the  %M    . 

Agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  the  representative  of  the  State 
Extension  Service  and  others,  a  change  was  made  during  the  year  in  the 
regulations  pertaining  to  the  enforcement  of  the  corn  oorer  lav,-.  This 
change  involved  the  issuance  of  permits  to  allow  delay  in  plowing  of  corn 
stuoble  from  fall  until  spring  in  instances  (l)  where  the  owner  had  sowed 
the  corn  land  to  t         rer  crop,  and  [2j  where  fall  pic \  [ :    culd  increase 
the  hazard  of  soil  erosion.   While  this  modification  of  plowing  practice- 
does  not  result  in  completely  effective  control  of  this  pest,  it  was 
deemed  desiraole  to  eliminate,  so  far  as  possible,  -any  material  hindrance 
to  farm  operations  in  these  tiaes  of  critical  labor  shortages.   Under  this 
new  arrangement,  3SS  permits  were  granted  to  owners  authorizing  the  post- 
ponement of  plovins  until  May,  1943  on  5<cQ  acres  of  land  sowed  to  a  cover 
crop  and  on  1,70':  acres  allegedly  subject  tc  erosion. 

In  collaboration  with  the  Bure-u  of  Entomology  end  Plant  quaran- 
tine of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  inspectors  were  pro- 
vided to  assist  in  scouting  the  environs  of  nursery  establishments  and 
other  localities  to  determine  the  extent  of  infestation  by  the  J  .  anese 
beetle.  To  date,  tnis  insect  has  not  ouiit  up  to  a  menacing  degree  exaept 
in  the  vicinity  of  Springfield  and  Vast  Springfield  where  thousands  of 
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adult  beetles  are  collected    dually  07  local  officials.   In  spite  of  the 
large  numbers  of  beetle*      nt,  very  little  feeding  has  been  noted,  al- 
though setae  damage  to  grass  on  go  XT  Bourses  baa  occurred. 

The  latent  major  pest  to  concern  us  in  Massachusetts  is  the 
lutch  ela  lis*   e.   Present  for  a  number  of  years  in  Hew  York,  Nov  Jersey, 
necticut  an      r  States,  the  disease  was  first  found  in  Massachusetts 
last  year  (1941)  in  the  town  of  Alfcrd  in  Berkshire  County.   Six  a&d£« 
tional  diseased  trees,  three  in  Egremont ,  one  in  Great  Barrington,  one  in 
Sheffield  and  one  is  YVestfield,  were  discovered  during  1942.   In  coopera- 
tion with  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  at  the  State 
College  and  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  quarantine  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agricui tui'e,  an  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to 
(1)  locate  and  eradicate  elms  infected  with  the  disease,  and  {2)  to  examine 
wood  piles  or  ether  sources  of  elm  .uateriai  to  observe  the  presence  of 
carrier  beetles  ana  to  eliminate  such  sources  of  beetle  Dreading.  Muni- 
cipal tree  departments,  public  utility  officials,  State  highway  officials 
and  all  agencies  and  individuals  whose  work  orings  them  in  contact  with 
freshly  cut  or  drying  elm  wood  which  is  highly  attractive  to  Dark  oeetles 
have  been,   urged  to  destroy  this  wood  promptly  by  burning  or  debarking.  The 
carrier  beetles  invade  the  uark  of  weakened  or  freshly  cut  wood  where  they 
breed  and,  if  such  wood  is  infected  with  the  Dutch  elm  disease,  the  emerging 
oeetles  cany  spores  of  the  disease  to  healthy  elms.   It  is  felt  that  in 
the  present  situation  in  Massachusetts  this  sanitation  work  is  the  most 
practical  control  that  can  oe  employed  effectively  in  checking  the  spread 
of  the  disease.   The  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  continued  with  H 
research    k,  culture  of  suspected  samples  and  contact  with  local  tree 
v.ardens. 

In  00 operation  with  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  ssji  Plant  i 
of  the  Unite o  States  Department  of  agriculture  and  the  Work  Projects  Ad- 
minis  trati  en,  the  Division  performed  olister  rust  control  work  in  thirty- 
seven  to /-.n  ships,  resulting  in  the  protection  of  ^3, 4-7?  acres  of  waits  pine. 


-4- 

This  woik    involved  the    clearing  of   205,497  v.ili   and  1,095   euloiv.teo     ■'.    es 
from  72,785    .;c:es  of   land.  |    -  ti  ly   93 1         .r resented  re-v-ork,    and 

,   initial      .  rk.      11  accompli  shunts   closely  approximate   the  total 

coverage  in  1941  ».i  th  materially  iesr     .    .    5wer. 

Field  conditions  v*ere  fRite  sat.  otory  for  control  >rfc,  ~1- 
ugh  increased  precipitation, as  c  .red  wit a  1941,  resulted  in  .  »et 
mps  and   v.et   undergrowth   during   the    e      I  *mln     wcrkin v     ...iirs.      Ills 

;e  gene  and   rui  te   heavily   infected,    due  to    favorable  we  r   con- 

ditions.     The   general   opinion  is   th.:t   194         *i  an  unusually   favorable 
season  for  the   spread  of  the    rust   to   pine.       -  .-.sual   oose^-rvations   through- 
cut   the    districts   failed  to   reveal   any   sericus   increase   in  pine   infection 
of  recent  origin. 

Luring   the   iste   fall,    winter  and   early   spring,    an  aggregate  of 
84,124  acres   of   control   area  was  mapped.      These   control   areas   contained 
•29,931  acres  Gf  white   pine.      These   results   somevnat   exceeded  accomplish- 
ments in  1941. 

The  manpower  availaole   in   194<   performed  44,554   hours   of  labor. 
This  represents   a  reduction  of   33^  as   compared  with  1941.      The   greatest 
loss  cccurrec.  in  the  TSPA  project    for  which   only  27, S5^  "man  hours   could   oe 
provided   from  relief  labor   sources.      Government -paid  ers   employe 

under  the  Federal    cooperative   project   performed   7,^34  man  hours  of  work. 
Employees  of   the  Massachusetts  Department   of  Agriculture  worked  5,443  hours. 
The  Vrestfieid,   Northampton  and  the  Williamsburg  water   su  ply   departments 
provided  3,983  man   hours*      Local   property   owners   reported   JZ  man  hears  of 
k  in  connection  with    the   removal   of    cultivated  rices. 

Current   limitations  of  the    emergency  together  with  the  lose   to 
the  Army   of   cne   of  the   Department's   experienced   apiary   inspectors    and  the 
less  to   industry    of  another   cut    deeply   into   the   norm   I      ncunt    of  inspection 
lor  oee  ise  v.hieh  is   usually   accomplished.      All   critical   c,?es   and  much 

inspection   ueaides  were,  nevertheless,  handled.      No  new  work  wafl  under  n. 
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Department   in  July,    w&ich  prevented  the  annual   exposition  trim   being  held. 
Lttar  in  the   year  the  Massachusetts  State  Building,    together  with  the  other 
State   buildings,    the  New  England  Grange   building   and  the  Junior  Achiev   - 
merit   building  were   also   talCiSj   over  by   the  United  States  Government.     This 
will  necessitate  the   omission  of  all   shows  by  the  Exposition  management 
for  the   duration. 

Agricultural    fairs   cooperated  with   every  war  agency   and   furnished 
free   space   for   exhibits  and   demonstrations   by    the  Army,   Navy  Air  Corps, 
fied  Cross  and  public   safety   committees.      Booths   for  the    sale  c         if   stamps 
and   bonds  were-   set  up   at   all   fairs  and   did  a  flourishing  business,      xiirs 
also  made   substantial    contributions  to  war  relief  agencies.      Fairs,    in 
cooperation  with  the  Massachusetts  Committee  on  Puolic   Safety,    prepared 
an  Air  Raid  Precaution  manual   covering  all  public   safety   requirements  as 
set   forth   oy   the  Massachusetts  Committee   on  Puolic  Safety.     Massachusetts 
fairs,    for    the    first    time,    came  under   the  Federal   admission  tax  1.-         nd 
paid  to   the  Federal  government  mere,  than  110,000.00.     In   addition,   many 
fall*  purchased  war  bonds  and   stamps  either  from  profits  or  from  savin 
Vvhich  had  been  affected  by  the   fairs   during    the   past   few  years. 

The   Department  of  Agriculture   durirg    the   year  1942   received   re- 
quests for  allotments  of   fctate  prize  money   from  126  agri cultural  and  horti- 
cultural  societies,   Grange   and   community   fairs,    and  poultry   assi    rabbit 
associations  holding   shows.      Of  this  number,    91  held   fairs.      A  total  of 
1,447   checks  were   sent   out.      Of  this  number,    boys   and  girls   received  660 
checks.     The   D-alance  went  to  other  premium  winners.      The   Department,    as  a 
result   of  the  i     ;-.  unable   to   BAlEi    any    -vvirds  of   special   ribbons   and 

trophies.      The    base  metal    from  which  medals  are  made  was   frozen,    and  none 
availaole   to    convert  into   medals.     The   Department   did,    however,    award 
at  the  Union  Agri cultural  Meeting  in  Worcester, in  January,    three   silver 
aedals,    these  medals   having   oeen   struck   prior  to   the.   freezing  order. 

Special   exhibitions  were   instaled   in  the  Massachusetts    building 

ckton  Fair   grounds,   Brockton,    and   also   at   the   ttarshfield,   Tcpsfield 
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and  Great  Barring ton  Fairs.  Another  speci  1  exhibition  was 
V.orce-iftcr  County  Conservation  Congress  and  Exhibition  sponsored  by  t 
Worcester  Natural  History  Society,  Clark  University,  on  October  23,  24  and 
25*  This  exhibit  featured  apple  varieties,  squash  varieties  ana  a  nutri- 
tional exhibit  featuring  "Tim  and  Tom."  In  the  M    ehusetts  building  at 
Brockton  the  entire  rear  room  was  given  ever  to  the  Massachusetts  Cci.eittee 
en  Public  Safety,  and  the  exhibit  was  the  most  comprehensive  vhich  the 
Co-aEittee  had  ever  set  up,  up  to  that  time.   It  not  only  included  ail  of 
the  air  raid  precaution  requirements,  but  also  nutritional  exhibits  as 
v.eil;  and  the  Committee  showed  educational  motion  pictures  three  times 
e^ch  day  to  demonstrate  the  effects  of  bombings  and  how  to  combat  them.  On 
the  southerly  side  of  the  building  the  Department  of  Conservation  installed 

marine  fisheries  exhibit  which  showed  the  principal  edible  salt  water 
fish,  including  shell  fish.  They  featured  the  use  of  mussels  and  gave 
daily  demonstrations  of  the  cooking  and  serving  of  this  newer  shell  fish 
food.  The  exhibit  was  tastefully  arranged  and  was  of  great  educational 
value.   The  Department  of  Agriculture  in  the  rest  of  the  building  featured 
*vegetaales  for  victory  ,"  Massachusetts  apples,  poultry  and  poultry  products, 
and  a  "victory"  cow  shoving  how  much  milk  one  cow  produced  and  the  number 
of  people  that  vvould  be  supplied  by  this  one  animal.   There  was  also  an 
educational  exhiDit  showing  the  Dutch  elm  disease  ana  Low  to  combat  it;  the 
Massachusetts  farm  products  advertising  campaign,  conducted  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Development  and  Industrial  Commission;  and  a  special  lunch  box 
display  showing  a  proper  balanced  luncheon  against  an  improper  one,  as  drar  - 
tized  by  two  lay  figures,  "Tim  and  Tom,"  one  having  the  proper  lunch  and 
the  otner,  the  improper  one.   These  completed  the  exhibits  in  the  State 
ouildin«. 
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The   following   statistical   information  Bhowsi 

Tot. a   attendance  466,780 

Total   agricultural    exhibits  51,922 

Total    oo^1    and  girls'    exhibits  7,873   (incl.in  previous   total 

Total     f   Ml  exhibits  56,956 

cunt   paid  in  premiums   for  agri- 
cultural   exhibits, paid   by  State     $10,819.95 
.  ount    ,iia   in  premiums    for   agri- 
cultural   exhibits, paid   by   fairs     *33,9^i.3£ 

Total    amount   paid   in  premiums   for 
agricultural   exhibits  by  State 
and   lairs  |4lt 761.33 

There  were,    ^s   stated,    a  larger  percent ag«   of    cancellations   in 
1942  than  in  1941.      The   war,    of   course,    is   respGnsiDle   tor   this.      Ti 
Leber  shortage  plus   transportation  difficulties   interfered  seriously   in 
many  ccamuaities  with  the    operation  of  local   community   activities.     The 
Division  again  wants  to    call  attention  to   the   fact  that   all   -applications 
for  an  allotment   of  State   prize  money  must   be  made   in  writing  to  the 
Department    on  or   before  April   1  of   e  .ch  year;_lsc,    that   return   blanks    should 
oe  filled  out   and    returned  tc   the   peoartment   as   soon   as   possible   after  the 
fair  is   held,    in  any   ease  not   later  than    21   days   after  the   fair  is  over. 

The  Division  wishes  to   emphasize   further  the   importance   of 
greater  effort   on   the   part  of  the  officers   and  members   of   the   societies 
sponsoring  the    fairs   in  securing  agricultural   exhibits.      The    farm  laoor 
shortage   is   a  very    vital    fuctor  in  this   respect.      County   Extension  services, 
4~H  Club   boys   and   girls,    vocational   school   students   and  others  may  have  to 
be  called  upon  to   help   in  preparing   exhibit,    for  the   fairs.     The   educa- 
tional  importance  of    these   exhibits   cannot    be   overestimated,    and   their 
v.iue   to    the    consuming   puulic    is   very   great.      4-H  Club   boys   ana   girls   are 
today  furnishing,    in  many   cases,    a  large  percentage   of  th-         ri cultural 
exhibits   at    fairs,    and  everything  possible   should   be   cone   to  encourage 
these  ycune   people   to   exhibit. 

The    coding   year  promises   tc    p  I         my   difficulties  in  the 

exhioiting-   oi    large   animals,    such   si    settle,    horses,    sheep    ^nd    sv.ice  ;    so 
even  greater   effort   should   be  fl  in   eaeota  the   exhibiting  of  goats, 
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poultry   and,   where  possible,    sheep   and^swin.. 

The   02  Liens    receiving   allot      dta   of  St    U    pris<  -ve 

irate d  with  the   Department  e:  oeliently,    and   rules   and   regulations 

the  Depa_        at    covering   th  5  cultural    exhibitions   have   been, on   the 

-hole,    very  well   complied  v,ith;  I  sh   to    express   our  appreciation 

to  the   sen    and   WOMB    responsiole    for   fairs   for  tht  ir  assistance. 

The   Division   wishes   to  work  in  the   closest   cooper it  ion     1  th  all 
_rs  and    organizations    in  helping   them  to   solve  the  many   problems  which 
arise  in   connection  with   the   agricultural  show   business,    and  every  effort 
ill!   oe  Liade  to  help   in   all    cases  where   assistance   is  requested* 


AT!TAL  REPORT  OF  TEF  STaTE  RECLAMATION  BOARD 

FOR  THE  STATE  FISCAL  YEAR  1942 
by  Gee     R.  Stratton,  Secretary 
The  State  Reclamation  3oard  has  pursued  during  the  State  fiscal 

year  1942  the  usual  activities  of  the  Board,  which  consisted  largely 

of  mosquito  control  work  on  the  various  projects  created  and  maintained 

under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  252  of  the  General  Laws  and  Chapter  112 

of  the  Acts  of  1931.   These  activities  consisted  of  the  following :- 

First,  supervision  of  mosquito  control  work  on  projects  cx-eated  un- 
der the  provisions  of  Chapter  252  of  the  General  Laws; 

Second,  maintenance  of  the  mosquito  control  ditching,  largely  in 
salt  marsh  areas,  constructed  with  State  and  contributed  funds  as  an  un- 
employment relief  measure  during  the  years  1931,  1932,  and  1933.   This 
work  was  done  under  the  special  provisions  of  Chapter  112  of  the  Acts  of 
1931; 

Third,  surveys  in  cities  and  towns  in  response  to  petitions  from 
municipal  administrative  officials; 

Fourth,  planning  and  advising  with  regard  to  mosquito  control  work 
in  military  and  defense  areas  at  the  request  of  officials  concerned; 

Fifth,  advice  to  individuals  undertaking  to  control  the  mosquito 
nuisance  on  their  own  properties; 

Sixth,  distribution  of  public  information  concerning  the  mosquito 
problem  and  methods  of  control. 

During  the  year  1942  there  were  four  mosquito  oontrol  projects  for 
which  funds  were  provided  by  municipal  appropriations,  and,  in  some  cases, 
from  interested  individuals  and  organizations. 

The  Cape  Cod  Project,  comprised  of  the  fifteen  towns  in  Barnstable 
County,  and  which  is  the  largest  single  project  in  the  State,  carried  on 
the  usual  construction  and  maintenance  work  during  the  year  1942;  for 
which  purpose  they  expended  $35,533.35.   This  project  is  now  completing 
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its  13th  year  of  operation.   It  has  been  very  successful  in  carrying  on 
the  work  of  mosquito  control,  and  has  attracted  considerable  attention 
not  only  in  the  State  but  in  other  sections  of  the  country.   It  has  re- 
duced the  prevalence  of  mosquitoes  to  the  point  v. her.  they  are  no  longer 
a  nuisance.   Their  first  work  was  In  the  control  of  the  salt  marsh  mos- 
quitoes which  surveys  showed  had  been  responsible  for  about  90$  of  the 
trouble.  The  control  of  this  type  of  mosquito  has  been  largely  accom- 
plished, and  the  work  consists  principally  of  the  maintenance  of  the  ex- 
tensive salt  marsh  drainage  ditching  that  has  been  installed  to  prevent 
the  breeding,  as  well  as  the  locating  and  elimination  of  sporadic  breed- 
ing areas  that  appear  during  exceptional  conditions  of  tide  and  rainfall. 
During  the  past  year  an  important  part  of  the  work  has  been  the  control 
of  other  species  of  mosquitoes  which,  with  the  disappearance  of  the  salt 
marsh  mosquito  as  the  preponderant  element,  have  assumed  greater  propor- 
tional importance. 

Ther-  has  been  good  progress  in  the  control  of  fresh  water  breeding 
mosquitoes  during  the  past  year.  Drainage,  oiling,  and  the  elimination 
of  opportunities  for  breeding  near  habitations  are  being  carried  on. 

The  Nantucket  Project,  confined  :o  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  naturally 
does  not  cover  as  large  an  area  as  tho  Gape  Cod  Project.   The  work  here, 
however,  was  started  the  same  year  and  has  been  ably  supported  by  the 
Town  of  Nantucket  and  the  summer  residents.   This  Project  has  spent,  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  1942,  33,001.29. 

In  the  Town  of  Belmont  another  small  project,  which  consists  largely 
of  oiling.  catch-basins,  has  been  carried  on  during  the  c  irrent  year.  Ex- 
penditures here  were  $635.65. 

The  Newbury  Project,  located  largely  in  the  Town  of  Newbury,  which 
was  cheated  in  1941  but  which  did  not  carry  on  any  active  work  until  the 
season  of  1942,  working  from  funds  contributed  by  Interested  citizens, 
expended  $845.86. 
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Under  the  heading,  ''Second",  art-  included  the  projects  organized 
under  the  State  appropriation*  of  1931,  1932,  and  1933,  which  included 
practically  all  of  the  salt  marsh  areas  of  the  state  other  than  the  Cape 
Cod  and  Nantucket  projects.   These  projects,  which  include  the  North 
Shore  Project,  the  South  Shore  Project,  th«  Jristol-South  Plymouth  Pro- 
ject, the  Martha fs  Vineyard  Project,  and  the  Nantucket  Maintenance  Pro- 
ject,    cover  fifty-one  seacoast  towns  and  cities  of  the  commonwealth* 
In  those  areas  most  of  the  Salt  marshes  have5  been  ditched,  except  for 
certain  sections  of  the  north  shore  between  Cape  Ann  and  the  Hew  Hamp- 
shire line,   in  this  particular  section  much  ditching  has  already  been 
provided,  but  there  arc  still  breeding  areas  'which  should  be  ditched 
when  funds  are  available.   The  state  has  made  no  appropriations  for  this 
construction  work  since  the  beginning  of  CWa  activities  in  the  early  win- 
ter of   1933-1934. 

The  maintenance  work  in  the  five  communities  mentioned  above  is  car- 
ried on  annually  rrder   the  direction  of  the  State  Reclamation  Board*   Un- 
der section  1  of  Chapter  112  Df  the  Acts  of  1931  assessments  az^e  made  an- 
nually by  the  Board  against  the  cities  and  towns  concerned  for  maintain- 
ing the  ditches  constructed  by  the  state.   The  to^ns  send  in  the  money 
through  the  Boai-d  to  the  State  Treas  urer,  and  the  funds  ar  expended  on 
sched  ;.es  approved  by  the  Board.   The  labor  has  been  supplied  by  the 
towns  in  which  the  work  is  done,  and  the  actual  supervision  is  carried  on 
by  Field  Agents  of  the  Reclamation  Board*   In  the  fiscal  year  1942  the 
aoney  expended  for  maintenance  work  w:ls  ^26,^19.93.   This  method  of  an- 
nually maintaining  mosquito  control  ditching  has  proved  to  be  a  satis- 
factory one  and  has  resulted  in  keeping  the  ditching  in  an  effective  con- 
dition. 

Requests  have  been  received  from  officials  in  several  different  muni- 
cipalities of  the  state,  and  in  answer  to  their  requests  reports  were 
given  as  to  the  mosquito  breeding  conditions  within  the  town  or  city, 
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together  with  suggestions  as  to  how  those  conditions  could  be  corrected. 

J^arly  in  1942  the  b^ate  Reclamation  Board  was  asked  to  assist  in  the 
renewal  of  7/PA  projects  Tor  continuing  mosquito  control  work  in  military 
camps.  The-e  projects  referred  to  Lad  been  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
public  Health  Service  of  Washington,  D«  C,  and  the  State  Reclamation 
Board.  However,  the  decree  had  come  through  from  Washington  that  no  fur- 
ther work  could  be  done  other  than  in  areas  where  the  malaria- carrying 
mosquitoes  were  in  evidence.   This  limited  the  field.  Work  was  continued 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  either  by  civilian  help  or  W?A  workers  in 
areas  where  the  property  was  o^ned  by  the  Federal  Government .  Much  of 
this  work  had  been  outlined  by  the  Reclamation  Board,  and  we  were  called 
on  for  occasional  supervision  and  advice.  During  the  past  year  the  ser- 
vices of  our  Field  Agent  and  Entomologist  and  of  our  Assistant  Field 
Agents,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Cape  Cod  Project, 
have  rendered  cooperative  work  at  Camp  Edwards,  Ft.  Devens,  Wes cover 
Field,  and  the  Weymouth  Lighter -Than- Air  Base  of  the  U.  S.  Navy.   In 
1942  §26,719.95  was  spent  on  this  maintenance  work. 

Assistance  has  also  been  requested  in  certain  defense  plants,  such 
as  the  Pilgrim  Ordnance  Plant  at  Hanover. 

Publicity  on  mosquito  control  lias  been  given  through  talks  to  gar- 
den and  community  groups,  radio  broadcasts,  and  special  articles  in  the 
newspapers.  The  aim  of  this  publicity  is  to  acquaint  the  public  with 
the  importance  of  the  responsibility  of  the  individual  property  owner  in 
preventing  on  his  own  land  the  breeding  of  mosquitoes  that  may  be  the 
cause  of  a  neighborhood  nuisance.  Considerable  distribution  has  also 
oeen  ui&e  of  our  revised  circular  entitled,  "The  Mosquito  in  Massachu- 
setts." 


TIu     Cvj  fe-ALTHOF   &A£S^ChU£ITTS 

DIPARfMKBT  Of  ^GKlCu'LTU 


To  the  Konoraole   Senate   and  House  Of  Representatives: 

In  OOttpllaao*  v.lth   the   provisions   of  Chapter  128  of   the  General 
Laws,   I   v^a  herewith  Baking  the  report  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  period   from  December  1,   194-  to  June    30,   1943. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
UffilB  A.    WJBcTIR 

Act  i  ng  Co?  3  i  s  e  I  oner 


P^cO^iuL  Cf   T£±.  DEPAHT.-.liiT 

Acting  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  -  Louis  A.  Webster,    Blackstone 

(military   substitute  for  Mark  H.    Calusha,   Mlliaastowi) 


Advisory   Board 

Milton  **.  ATleB,  Newton 

Vernon  &m  Mudgett,   Lancaster 


-  Term  expires  January    H.f    1944 

-  Ter^s  expires  January    31,    1944 


John  Bursley ,  West  Barnstable     -  Term  expires  January   31,   1945 


Eeroert  N.    bhepara,   Warren 
Robert  C.   Coob,  Littleton 
Arthur  M.   Howard,   Pitt afield 

Divisions 

Dairying  &  Animal  Husbandry 

Livestock  Disease  Control 

Markets 

Milk  Control 

Plant  Pest   Control  k  Fairs 


-  Term  expires  January   31,    1945 

-  Terr*   expires  January    31,    1946 
-Term   expires  January   31,    1946 


-  Director,   Lester  T.   Tompkins,   issex 

-  Director,   J  arses  DeNorraandie,   Lincoln 

-  vacancy   in   directorship 

-  Director,   Joseph  C.    Cort,    Heading 

Ass' t  Director,   Jerry  Bond,   Jr.,   Needbam 

-  Director,   ft.   Harold  Allen,  Taunton 

Ass*t   Director,   Alfred  Wm   Lev  bard, Arlington 


Milk  Control  Board 

Louis  A.   Weoster,   Blackstone,  Ajting  Chairman 

Mrs.  Katharine  1.   Driscoll,  fcest  Box bury   -  Term  expires  January    31,    1944 

Floyd  Verrill,   Concord  -  Term  expires  January   31,    1946 

Park  Carpenter,  Harshflftld,   Secretary 

State  Reclamation  Board 

Mward  Wright,   Department  of  Public  Health,   Chairman 

Richard  £.    fiale,   Department   of  Public   I  orks 

Daniel  J.    Currun,   Department   of  Agriculture   (en  military   leave  of   absence) 

George  fi.   Stratton,   iiopkinton,   Secretary  RECEIVED  AT 

PRINTING  OFFICE 

JAN  13  1947 
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The   report  of  the  Acting  Co^&ls  doner  for 
the  period   froj&  December  1,   2.942  to  June    30,   194-3 
is  ineiuiiec  in  the  report  for  the  year  enain^ 
June    30,   19U. 

The    reports  of  the  Divisions  of  the 
Department   una  the  State  Reclamation  3c*rd 
(excepting   the  Divisions  of  Livestock  Disease 
Control  and  UIX*.  Control)    follow. 
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1  .r\I;  J  E>I   &J  -  3        ,  HUi 

Eecentoer  1,    1  M      -  **W       •,    Lf43 

L«ster  T.   foapkla»,    I  « 

*  *  *  s.  *  «■ +  £  *  #  ■*  *  *  *  *  * 


The   Div'  its   work   of   t    '  •  (         fol"'     ! 

pc.  ■  1: 

Iiirecter  -  Lester  T.    T  •        1 

erv".         •   In  sector  of  Dairying  fe     ■  '      1  .   I. 

is,  rk  I    :eporter  -  !  .   .  L   i  --r 

.-    aXXxj    .inspector  -       j  ...       th 

4»s*t  Poultry   ]  -    »  W«    ^.      :  lid    (J-n.    1,    *43  -  *$r«   l§f   U3) 

In.        ^crs  or   L;.iry  Products  -  B&rold  S«    All 

Fi-  .  Sc  • :    a 

Alcide  *•   C 
Fr-ncis  P.    Currl  c.-r 
rtnu:'  J,   f&Xlsas 
L   *•  I 

H'-rlov.    L.    Pendleton 
Ft  ~riCi 

Harolv   f«    8to  «  .1 
CnsrU-s  K.   Stren 
jfastpfe  J.  De&ev&a  {-.u-tt-.ry  .        feituti  | 

aairyia& 

the  t&bl  und   In  conjunction    ./..::-    E    IS  report   givfei   *; 

:n  reports   c  ~y  St    I        s|  SBS&isS  ■  iX  i  I  ry 

fsrf?^    :  rubral tted    :or    t).  of   t;  s,    fc&@ 

id    r<  sion   to    I  I    .     I       those    f&zmS    ■  tr   RJ         :"  :    fcl 

ffi&r  the   Co:i^OLiwt-iilti. • 

L'Urin^    fell        I   ft  .  .         Rtlli    ^n£    fiv  to    ti.  -       -    co rr. 

W  ,         r  Iftf    tetor*  ex  Into  v  pi  ct 

G  .    .  iiilitf   ol    t:  ult:       -  ely   delivered   to    U»     cc.  - 

u.  •     .      la   fact,    such  concitKns      ere  often    r«l  >r   aettrlor- 

tion  c  u-iity  (if  th  :'•      flu    My   e  ' -..       :      o- 

:    pro  ucc    .  iters  of  :    ct.  y  n  .- 

tight!  ..-,,   m  '  nly     •  to  J  !- 

tory  as  "jugs,"   sad    in   crt   in  liritfd   t-ccti-:.as      i    "t   n   r  ,"   vex*   in 


m    _ 

very  taysisal   eoi  .     They  ■        vm9  wi  of 

.  '  l  -  lly   rusty,  w  ■•  n  ewe- 

ly        rt  supply  of  Bit  MMt  alas  tc 

Hauls  .      One   of    the   real  problems  *as  whst   to   B»< 

HSF  .      Ar  ;  ts  **ere  <  ,  ev      ,  ,, 

thus    -  ,  y   Mtorl  filtered   the    QC  .     . 

i,::^     t'    .  :^w,       .c     .ileo      cund    !    A]    c     U.      MS   I     Sfi    Ml      SX1       E>t     fu&#» 

ti  •;:.&...-     properly   and  they   Lad  tc    Oe   ■  to  r!  • 

sterilise   to    :v  W    cic.;.,    ciry    c-ns   comes   off  the   iin*  s-  ere  will 

need    to    bi  I        washers  .    R   B    I  kJ  I  I   %      Hi        all       v  '.    , 

out   existing   dashers  wort  adjusted  as   best   t  c  uid      •  v--  t 

re  fore,    fur t in  r  c^-ried   Um   program  or  I      I    soise,    ru;.t.-fr--  ,    sl<       , 

aiy   sans  -   ok  to   the  dairy  f&rms  into   fruitic    . 

A  vi   Drout:     rogras  itmt#4  on  the   prc-Jucisg    farms  of   TVL- 

ring  1.11k  >%ith   single-  servic       i.r        .     That  flit* 

Tqmzl-    very    helpful   in  £eo.  ig   ti       B      I  Bg    I    <-.:i    :.*    t 

to   ses  ti. -t   ftd  ifcrs  and   flanks  of  Ins    c   ttle  or^neous 

mat        -is  at  tag   i-i-  -  .     We   t    ■.  va   Insisted  on  thorough 

str  J  jut   h  fere   ■££*■  to    . :  its 

definite   v^lut . 

While  we   114   not  have  the  a  of  la      letors  needed   to   cury 

the  woxtc  asslganuutt  tc   ec stlon  or  bo  parson  so  11k    wrttct  «•  sfeould 

ice  to   hare   th     tanks  a:ent:-ned  above,  •  aid  be 

•  •  ti    t     Ilk  j    -    jcticr,   transportation  one   isnswblln 

on  the  high      l*n  kitin   for     u:*  Co  itb,  w©  I  managed 

oc    iceep   tbfi    ci/Vicuit    SltttStlOB   ccv^rev?    /eric    U    II y,    thus  koopinj 

nil*  sut.  l.,    i  U    nmni    tfti  of  goc      ,uaiity. 

le  t  rely  k      .re  men  and  son       a  ::t   nj  ©  aval  t>la 

soon  to      ere  effectively   perfor,     i    I    task  assigned   to   the    Dlvlsi 
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INSPECTIONS  OF   DAIRY  FARMS  COMPUTED  BY  STATE  AN*  MUNICIPAL    INSPECTORS   DEC.  I,    I9U2  -  JUNE   30,    I9U3   INCLUSIVE. 
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.1.  .    i    i:u-  -    :- jl 

The   ro^aootl  - 

for  '.:  -    act,!  a  been  v 

period.     There  ,<*bly  never  has  beam  a  tiae  :    1 

days  -  the  daya  of  c  hose   aubsiatance  -  whan   so  tr any  o.r.ed  a 

or   two,    a   pig  or  two,  I  ri     oultry   fleck  89    , 

frt  Aientiy,    l  iamb  or  two. 

The   dOOOl  t   of  cossmr: i  t  y  loos    n       ItMa  t 

aat        .is   for  such  -  .r  loo* 

tr  -    .  i   .in;;:  aoltablf  ax  at!  at  aoataiaion  tc   aam  -s 

were   constantly  u  I   the  ries  r-  :  v     N    '        ator~         Of 

ts . 
The   DlvlftlOS    furni  ci.ea      ri  ntec  the  of 

toilet !&£,    |  :ve   advice  as   tc  1 &lt    ec-arce  s  of  -    , 

cc  Bfclv    n     \     to   confer  •.:'>.      <  •.    La   c         rodueti*  If-:;-. 

I    les  and   |         s  OOSO  a^  to  I  r::-:ble   t!  . 

supers  to   eoaM  tc.  I    aottVOS :  •  :.t    ioeotlaso«      At   such  s, 

ftanwa otratlona  vera  arranged   for  aol   aoooicora  ware  engage     ;.c  r-   lv. 
on  the  management  and  health  of   the  an  -  adled 

ny  a  ;*ners. 

Clofce   Oeoperoties  was  ever   the  keyword   between   lioofftcr>   aot.:- 
aiatlono,    the  ixter.  -.  ■  .  ,    the  it    U    ft  Liege   and   t. ■,  a. 

While  general   development  o  :   :   re?-    ivo   liveatoc  - 

prograa  was  limited   l*w  »rtatlon   v  atlities,   l.-i 

food  stools  -  ,  it  feoa       to  a  very  active  and  sresti 

period. 
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Id  .1  roiSUl£ 

Cc     i  Agricuitur   .      Ti.  I  -.  aiSJ  as  V 

.ioj-uL    Passed i  Ms SSSSbtt— tta  Pu    Lom  Clt     -,  tts  I        -; 

Fu:^.    .  <-d,  Massac.-'         :-t£  i  f   &  Puliorucr  CLen,  Mai 

Puilcru.     uua,    ::nd  Kasi  2  Beccr<    of  fs  I1  fill  ■*■!)# 

tallerBSi  Clea&«     Tbse*  gr         ,  ti-%3  ,   ssjfei  for 

ditu.    (    control  esd   c-ruic  ,  .  i  - 

is  evt     ..._:;.  i es   1 

.ion  about  our  a.:  i  ?, 

frc         B]    oil  re  rent   St        §•     Close  tc  lock  i 

of  I'ici  ally  recognized  by   the  1-  *  sa« 

a  re  ;>  th<?  Fae\  pal 

ait  of  a  I  Ivt    :^reesien^  S        sat  is  l 

foul&rj   :       rrsaei        lea*     Stats  ales     re  sec 

.   t^rou:.;i:    ta*    Q  Di  c  :    ^ 

rtlsS      »las;  in  1                     u     Ac;  ^ 

of  tbs    J         ;   .    _-          ...  .its  of  0*H                :  prsau  Bu                       . -.-    lers 

5    SSJI  use   a   trade    ii  '•: 

Poultry:-                                                                -ss  to  t&vart 

tattcci            eir  oi:       .     Through   toe  I-  '                          t  cf 

Agr         ourt           the  Massa<                       artswat  -   lie  i-     ■*    ,        altsy 

thefti.  .i    to    ■       "      'JSUBl.  ::    Of    bi'dS 

report  tael  t  la  iv:        -     -      e  nu  •    loc  te 

Police.     The   identification  marks  of  b:      I    tattooed  readily    r 

the         1st  Ship,    :  :ng   -  r;s  be   e* 

aifbsays. 


?r . ...     .  Li Oi  s  De        ' 

of  Agriculture  -^re   i  .... 

uu:-iM--ss  of   bu>  -  B  1 fc  ry  .      T 

tc   t  -yifitu.  ;i*ee  engage  in   I  , 

Co- Mi*  -       I  -    Agricu^tu  •  i&    tr 


IYL81G 
Lec<  ■   1,    194      -  June    Jl  ,    1941 

*alt^.r  I.   Piper ,  Hi  :  tor 


TJ       .    jact  the  war       id    r  necessity  Of        '  ce   eo&trol 

j  pro bless  to  i    jsetts  *fl      ?  of 

farm  foods.      During  Batoxmrj  ,    1943  Mw  &tftO«  t-ice  an 

fcunc    it   nececsirry   to  Rage   the   fir  re   tc  M  itrol   of   prices 

of   fresh  ti     _  r,    ules.      I  soil   control   is    bes  '    •     -  rcbl 

of   thfe  violent  fluctu         &■  in.  prices  of  such     e  ri 
because  of  the  wide   range  in  prices  normally  in  effeet 

sa  in  val&ei  »et   sizes,  ty  aj  it  lea 

of  the  ^roiUict,    aa   vail   os   the-    seasonality   of   It 8   t>rcductic:  . 

Because  ■:■  se  aaay   problems,   this  Division   r.  -.en  e 

upon  to   suL    xy   infer;  atiosi  r  ':  letatio&j  costs  of 

production  to    be  used  as   1   basis   for  the   eal       _'  ecill*  - 

prices.     Much   aoifc  SB     one  on  this   [  icn  vith  ~,d 

vegetal         .   t-rs*    ..  i  oci   tr-.ns,    -.-•■    r»    aria  b  rw       sa         e  to  t->     Wk 
on  the  results  of   t  invest! g-.t lens* 

Throughout    all   this  v-orjc,    tht-   Division  he:         I  la  ofa£   the 
necessity   of  price   ret.ruli*tory   eJatfeorltlse  aakin;-:   cert  ..in  ; -. 

prices  ahoal      mi  est  ioli shed  at  sufficient!?         b  levels  so  %  o- 

auction   en   bt  1«      Gfj    to   t;  |        urev.!         1   fiscal 

year,   oci^in     prloea       ve  been     itabli ataa4  on  only  a  few  of  c  ro  nets, 

aad  it  is  believed  abaft  smeh  further  woxfc  will  I    SJ  -n  order  to 

determine   e  qui  tabic    Levels   for  L'jch   prleeo* 


-rts 

.     .    .  tf-.i  i  ■-'•:.:-  i.  ■ 

eel  ,  cl     ill  n    "     >«     dope    I  defc.il  <         . 

oo...       .tively   short  d  report  is  late] 

String   tfe  vi    DfctfM  1,    194      fcfi   June    "0,    Lw.  |f    I     ••-   i;:     •  c- 

ttoii  worse  continued  aa   la   t  •  &«  roxi 

I   .     Nine   aejftNi  were    i   tea   Lato  C:urt,    aweai    :  [<  nd 

guilty    .ad   fined,    aft4   two  ver«      I    M  I     I    . 

ti    Bl  jrl«      to   agriculture    c  ■     •     :*•   of 

rrl04    :  Livisio;  .     Many     uesti  .  •■    receive 

orymea  v>hieh   aa  for   :        I      *ion  on  refvlfetl     -  '      stives 

Ii   .        Dy  such  ageBSlee  aa  the  01    ice   cJ    Price  Adasinist.      -A    K,      -^ 
Production  dt  Ol'rioe  of  Defense  Tr   &j         t   ticti,   I  I    - 

tiM-fcicu,      Ad  others,      These   in   dries   c      i    in    m       lei    at   nu     »M    Sti 
as  to  fteJfce   it     .uu.   .rj    for   the  Acting   Cc anil    loner  to 
aertela  iedlridiaela  in  the  Division  to  assist  ajea&ers  !  uitry 

aad  egr  la  astrjr   ,ith  their  p until  ami, 

cueslcas  **ere  held   by    the  sgg  i  .        Stars'  in  o    N  a  of  r 

fti  oe   to    storeict  -  ftlfcry^eo    eont    :fced   at   the   time   cr 

routine   inspections. 

4t  ♦  Jf-  i  ■     '' 
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Dec*  i,    1va2  -  Jun  ,    1913 

■ 
:    ¥,'.    L  ,  m  ctor 


The     j.  at  Faat  Control  Dlwialoa     erfor         Its 

st-tutory    fuaatiomi   involving  the  ins;.  Of  .  ;,        e 

lie  nurse- ry  ;..  ,    the   en:  v  i  p.t  of  t    i 

rar  law,      a4  aoll  .d  with   tre  Fe;.       .  "      Baa]    I 

pest   wmiml  prooleius  at    :,;.*.   3        WWW    Boat la f    t:  , 

th<.    Burop<  a  Com  &  the?  ft:  Plas  ...:■•     T>-      -    irs 

roach  of  '■        '.i  vision   suo-crvis-efl  tha  awarding  of  Lt    '  r 

agricultural   exhibits  at  i   I  ml    I    I  ~s  fefexaagfeoat   t  tata9    Laatallaa 

special        l    L*yi      t  sose  of  the  major  fairs  and   asi  reac- 

tion al  actlTit  in  eollafeei  v-ltfc  v     '.  -lea. 

."-.uviuc    to    it.           oral     u.lic  on     ■     -    ..  ol  a©  St  r». 

g&:  U    ,  oarolari  aad  the         i  t-ci  I      t  freci; ,         Is  Mm       ■■  - 

This  phase  c •■    •  .  ;vieic:.    la   lmEMlTl(|,  of      Mrs  »&!&- 

port^nce  with  the   increase  in   lec -i  --etivities.     1 '*.-•.     t?on 

moa  b  ■aalmlfl  pasts  aa  c        I    ?oetlea,  clothes  Moth;  ,  , 

termites,    jctt    :.nd   ct  :  fcfl   was  disst  ,    te.i 

Lot  to   a    i  Lax   I     T   inquirers. 

In  Dece:.-       ,    L9£2    the  aaael    eheckt  .  las   Vlolati    ns   of 

lar. . .  •,    i    Can   Baaex1   La*  wore  icade   t  '  •       t«      T      I    I  s  *©: 

•itis  are   I  to   —Tin  1  •    ten,    tut   5t 

is:  ved  that   the  natltttte        r 

*•      i  u  .1    i  .      Folic   in^   the         :  .<  c'.i  -.,    vi         ~ors 


were  sujc.:.oneed  to  h  ioc      lomi  ii 

purpose   of   these    Le  X    to  .   .         ftrat    V-  at 

rar.  to   i^liti  Uw  1  ad  its  'to  «f    b  Inst    further 

Violation*        ith   very    ft  .    ,    it   it         wA    th it   vi 

not   willful   btit   aue   r  •   to   exigrnci  -         f  MM         rt  or*  ■  or  to 

in  rovi .  the    L    .  . 

The  Dutci  ,      i    :  .     bwd    in  Mas:  -c  In  1942   ia 

......      in  ix.  C     ,    «y,    saaa  !  .    ;*n 

;ng  the  tltb   t&4  fcaatloa  c         e  of  cur 

fciVO   ffeade  c.         .    if  fort  tc   locate   K&4  N      1  cote 

elms  in  this  i    i    oontina*  .  U       -c ,.  ■  fct    i 

en  in  cockers ti         I   b   Mm    I    i    i    el  i       ?<  ri^ent 

Station    it    t&c  cc  .iv.  Cc^iege  en,;    tlWI  Bur-    ■     .  .    Lntc  aad   M    at 

^aarantint  ci    t&e  L         d  states  De  c  leuiture«     Ti.- 

cude   Is   this   unuc-rt  U    lll«  the   !■(/+      c- !•  D 

which   cites   Q      »a  Of   three  1   fill         fe4  ftlftfi   fill       v.  red   in 

Igremcat,   one   in  Qreat  Birring  ten,   cne    |      ...        1    ;  «  UU 

The  Dutch  Ha  Dia<  situation   R    I      1  v*  ■  Bmoa  warranted  publicity, 

informatiea  relative  to  th         steri    I    voriaa;  the  ilsaes         ion  or  fcl 
disente  was  aaaa  av-i.-.L    to  luaicl.    i    !  -Jens,    public  utility 

effiel&ls  an;      til    _  .  :.        agencies  ivl.-u.is  v-nose   cc      1  u  ie~ 

lance  i  eiued  necc:         y   in   the    control  o#  this  sccu-      . 

ite  Pine  ^x'stcr  -rol    OO&tiS&i       in   c  '  Ltt 

dure-  u  Ci   LitOfisolo  v      n     Wl      :     ..^ -runtine  of  the  Halt*       Sta&Ofl    I<       rfc* 
Bent  of  Agriealtmn  :       Work  Projects  .--..:  aistr  the 

involved  thirty-seven   feOMU  tiff       id  ftffor£<  'to   *3»177 

o:  r,e   pine,      a  st   .:  .  ro<  I    followed,  ly,    tht    r*?:ov   1 

of  wile  cultivated   rlbes  wherever  I  constitute-   I   thre  t   to      I 
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i  .   u..L.      It  .iGtea,    or    t!      ■  ovf.  ,  I    ftfcl 

were  neavlly   Lnfeefe  -t,   *md  tail   t  Q  was  attri  te 

tl>    »    vor..<u.        either   cc  .icus   and    tr.r    I      - ■   -    >  H      1      . 

Per~c  v   ii  t;  Wdrk  w.s   somev  limited    by    (1 

demands  or  war.     However,    the    field    crews   conti:   h       to  n 

efficiently    in  spit-    |      a  reduction   -  %  of   the  19/,  1   level. 

the   spring   the    tt    tc    u\  ..  ~s  exar  i    nil    fiw-S 

held  under  cultivation  of  si  lei  lccr?        ?  r. 

te.     it  wa*  ratlH  to  not     •.:.  t  reet^infeeti 

is  aow  a   rarity   la  nurftry    &toe&. 

Fair; o ;---i/  -1  tL 

I>uring  t&lj  L  Ol    the  ye  r,    fiv      ....owe  were         .d,   v.itli   *n 

ace  of  cv.r  6c,  H    .     91  .  .       .      -s  Include  L1  I  ;     -        i  , 

ring  richer   show,    4-Ju  corn   snow  k&e  El 3 

exnioit.  @  agricultural   ex]  tm         I      EH        4*600,      :      fifty-one 

cLecxs  were        c  to  arwilna  i  I    iers. 

The   De      .-:  U   eoopex    feed      Lfefi  th     D    von  AgH cultural  iU^t4 

held   in  ^  .;,  •      It   f  urni  I  :  i  v.-    eertific    t    e  :■-   -ft;      cur- 

were  awarded   :cr   soil   eon*  ri    -lco,  r'e   cc  rtl    K      e 

aw  uet.     **  cc        titive   l~E   com  put   en   for 

the    first    tiiae   at£   the    e  :.i  cultural  I  ,  .    e   eg£    ;  : 

ag&in  i.cld.     There  were  also  exhibits  by   the  Jastem  St 
Loss  Prevention  ,  teoel    Lion  -no   the  State  ~  (  nration. 

A  ocotn   for   Bale  of  1  ad    stamps  w^s  Mde   M  ile.     £&j 

vision      Ll  -  for   spe  rc^r      s, 

artftg  tMfa  ,    the  fttvlftioa    ilso  awarded   twenty-  -ti- 

f i  Lag,    fitting  eott  e.     Tr~=    livi;-"        li      m 

f^  og  engrossed  certificates   in      L   m  i  ■  awe?  n 
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4-fl  Ciu :      L  e«        .1   for            t !                         i£   cc                                                    ts 

for  rll   '  -      fa  prt-nlu.  I                 t   of          d. 

A.     Lie  .'ved   from  cv-  r  G  s 

txptetiog  to  tol         rim                        ,       '    -itr 

leg  f&ir   £  ,  Ll<  tw  Kl  .      All  cf   the-  "  rs   are 

pi  to   held    ahev  xt    wan  I   !'   ll     -.nc    &fei    -  '       fcj   3d* 

exhibits.      Tl-        &M    »Xp*9t   tc  •_•■■■               vtti«fl            fee          ce 

at  the  dis  o£-^  of  the  ageaelei  *                             Ltiea 

Lit?  I  ^ucces^ful.     Steny  fairs  t'  i|    (lid 

L94      E    \-         ttt   Id  --  plpnniaf  to  c          te 
U  fall. 

Ail  fair-           '    have    ■- n   air  vent! en   I                   in  t.'r 
:     Ll  the  r*  ui  rosea  tfl  ©f  the   loc  i         15  f*  s       -y  ec     ?t*,^e. 

;    in    th«-       S     -out  ■     :r    tc       *     -ci:*;  '  -.  te 

:ch   &n    I  ree   -^t   th~    bi  !r   is   hel   . 

ii  f&j  ra  bavc  I  ubii  ■  - . 

Because  of   the  snor  ,  letter  is   still   fe#lfi 

out  bi-  :ly   iaafc<        of  -:cnthly. 

It   5  8  expected  that   faxr^      I  :  v    in    -....-,■  I  rlfcttfeiea  to  the 

war  effort  this  ys&T.      I    fa&dj  fei      1  I  I    oe  sior?  ~  :         '      n  ev 

fore  If  they   tie   in  with  the  Food  for  Victory    c  ion   how 

to  E&xe  tn<  t  of  loo-liy  grown   products. 


Dece&Ler  1,   1912  -  ?uxm      j,   19A3 


.....    to   the   b©l.    •     I        ture  of   ^eekecpin    ,.•..-.  .i 

inspection  during  UU  I   fro«  De .  ■-  1,   1W    to  Jur-.       ",  19- 

*jU.    m    incib  in   the    .  L  y< 

.  -  -  -■    -  -     •  ■     -  •■*.*■ 


of  the 
SMI   h.  .    -    '!> 

Deceiver  1,   1942  -  June    JO,   1943 

George   K.   Str&tton,   tee^ctary 

$  ,*  4. *  *  *  «  4-  *  *  •  *  *  m  « 


Because  cf   the   fftct    tbst  the  Cc  iltfc   of  Massachusetts  has  ch^n^ed 

its  fisccd  ye-ur  to   accord  with  that  of  the  Federal  acverssient ,    so   tfeat    the 

year  no%  begins  July  1st    Instead  of  Decern oer  1st,   this  revert   covers  only 
the  seven  souths  period   tvom  December  1,   1942  to  June   30,   1943. 

The  St ite  Beela»atlea  &o&?&t  which  «ms  the  successor  to  the  Btato 
Drainage  Board,   was  originally  crested  to   drain  or  flow  a  r,e%dow,   s\  rir.r,    ■ 
aarsh,  or  other  lowland  partly   for  agricultural  purposes. 

Under   the   provisions  of   Cluster  268,  Acts  of  1929,   authority  w%& 
given  to   the  Reclamation  Bosrd  to   cre^tc^  uito  control  projects  where 

there  was  a  iew&ad   for   OT1IH  and  where  funds  were  provided  for  carrying  on 

i 
the  worse*     bince  &&$$   tirue,    the  activities  of  the  &car&  nave  seen   1  -  rr^ly 

of  the  development   of   this  type  of  work,    and  the  period  covered   oy  this 

report  was  no  exception  to  this  rule.     These  various  nesquito  control 

projects  were   created  ana  maintained  unc;er  the   provisions  of  C        :.mr  252 

of  the  General  %&WB$   Chapter   315  of  the  Acts  of  1931,    a«  amended,    snd 

Cfcftpter   UL2   of  the  Acts  of   1931-     This  work  on  mosquito   control   hag 

included: 

1.  Supervision  of  mosquito   control  projects  organized  untfer  the   so- 
-  lift*  Mosquito  Control  ^ct    (Chapte-r  28B,   19*9) • 

2.  Maintenance  of  saos-^uito   control  works    are   Largely  in  gait 'iiril 
areas  constructed   vlth   Ot    te   funds   as  an  unerq;  ;oy:    nt    relief    re-.c-ure   during 
the  years  1931,   193*  ^nd  1933.    (Chapter  112,  of  19-1). 

3.  Purveys   la   cities  anc:   tc*ns  in  response   to    re  ttftfltl   froir  adminis- 
trative officials. 


^  ♦    ^ 

4*      Response  to   requests  for  surveys   ana   advice  in  nve^s  adjacent   to 
Anay  can* pa   smd   to    defease   (MH 

5,  Technical   assistance  to   individuals  u:    -rt   fctsg  to   control   the 
aos  tulto  nuisance  on  their  ossi  property . 

6.  Distribution  of    puclie   information   WMi^Mliflg  the  j&esHuito  problem. 
Under  the    first  heading,   there  are  three  »o£:,uito   control   projects, 

i'uuds  for  v;h*ch    ^re  provided  by  municipal   control  projects        i   In  so- e 

M  oy  limited  contributions  fWMH  lUft    -       -    £   individuals  aa4   organiza- 
tions.    The   largest   single  project   in  the  ■**&•  is  the  Cape  Cod  project 
comprising   the  fifteen   to^ns  in  Barnstacle  County.     T,?:1s  project   is  now 
completing  its  fourteenth  year  of  operation.     It  tmm  reduced  t-he   prevalence 
cf  ffi©g.ruitces  on  Cape  God  to  the  point  where  they   are  no  longer  a  nuisance. 
The  first   control   work  was  directed  principally  ©gainst   the  sslt-a-irsh 
sos nui toes,   v,hich  surveys   snowed  to   ne   responsible  for  &bout  ninety   per- 
cent of  the  trouble*     Control  of  these  s&s^uitees  has  Deea  largely  acao*- 
pllshed,    and  the  work   consists  principally  of  the        lfe%«£&MS  of  the 
extensive  salt-sarsh  drainage   Sfeftt    has  ocea  installed  to  prevent    ort*  gf 

as  *©11  as  the  location  and  elimination  of   sporadic  breeding  areas  fcn&t 

ear  during  the  exceptional   conditions  of   tide  infall*     An  import&sfe 

part  of  the  worS:  is  to  control  every  species  cf  itosiuitoea  which,     Itb  the 
disivpearance  of  the  salt-marsh  see  :uito,    have  assumed  greater  proporti cne.l 
Import -nee*     Good  progress  in  the  control  of   fresh  ma* If  breeding  is   orin^ 

-ainec.     Brdr^ge,   oiling  and  the  elimination  of  epertunity  for  breeding 
near  ha  hi  tat  ions  are  being   carried  on.     Cape  0*4  Project   carried  on  its 
ueuul  construction  and  JBaintenance  w>rk  du;*ing   the  fiscal  year  1943,    and 
for  this  purpose   the   su-.  cf     16,432.  expended. 

The  Hantuexct  Project   does  ■  t    mtif  t*  ;  uch  cf     :.     rea  as  the  C  pe 
^od  Project,    but   the  v?ork  wae  started   the   NM   year  and  wet  /led   octh 
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oy  the   tcvoi  cf  Nsntuctet   tad   the   ettsaer  residents.     Here,    ir.         iticn 
to  the  large  area  of   salt  marsh,   there  has  been  — leiflereble  of  a  problem 
in  the  fresh  water  s.     The  expenditure   for  the  Naatue&et  Project 

during  the   fiscal  year  1943  was  $1,  330. 75. 

la  the  to*a  of  Belmont    a   nnflill    project   has  been   e        led  on  Tor 
•everal  ye^rs  and   continued   for  the   fiscal  year  1943.     The  consisted 

largely  of  oiiiu*?   stamps  and   catch   basins.     The  expenditures  for  this 
jjsont  Project   for   the  fiscal  year  1943  were  $63. 35- 

la  the  years  193»   193^  and  1933  generous  appropriations  were  ~,  _  e   £>y 
the  State  for  ;&cs  ^uitc   control  '^ork  in   Ulti  <MH0Tll  &&£&&*     As  sn  une^pioy- 
a&at  relief  seasure,   the   total  of  §600*00$  wttm  ap-  roprieited  hy  the  State 
in  the   three  years,   and  thia  was  added  to   by  local  appropriations   waA   con- 
tributions # 

The  projects  organised  under  too  St.-ste  tfflfte   tfmt    r*rtd   to 

atove  induced    ,r>c:lclly  all  of  the   eelt-s&reh  areas  of  the  State  other 
than  these  already   a  part  of   the  Cape  Ood  and  Nantucket  Projects.     The. 
projects  include  fifty -one  Numl  cities  and  town*  of  the  Cosscnweclth; 
and  in  these   are^s  most   of   the   salt  MMlM  have   be&n  Pitched  except   in 
certain  sections  of  the  Mortfe  Shore  between  Cape  Ann  and  the  Sew  fees   el  I 
line,     la  this  particular  section  vhere  ditching  has  net   been  provided* 
tbere  are   still   Dreading  areas  etllol   should   he  ditched  vhen   funds  are 
available.     The  jjfitfi   has  »ade  no   appropriation   for  this  construction  v.orfc 
since  the   beginning  of  C.fi.A.    activities  In  the  early  td    I        of  1933  «M 
19m. 

In  the  fifty -one   coi    unities  mentioned  fcfcpve,   .::i  .teiUM*  SMk  ie 
carried  on  annually  under  the  direction  of  the  State   Reclamation  Board. 
funds  for  this  work  must   De  provided  oy  the   cities  end  towns   concerned, 
in  response  to  assess&ents  made  annually   by   the  Beclaasation  Board*     TMr 
■oney  froiu  the   cities  ^nd  towns  is  deposited  with  the  St    te  Treasurer  am! 
•xpended  at  the   direction  of   the  Board.     All  Leber  ie  su;    lie<5,   when 
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1*1 ble,    oy  the  ttwms   in  which  th<*  work  is   done,    B&6  the   actu.-l   wptr- 

vision  ia   carried  on  by   field  agents  of   the  Redaction  Board.     This 

method  cf  maintaining  aos.uito   control   -itching   bMI  proved  tc    be  a 

satisfactory  one  and  iceepe  the   aitches  in  an  effective   condition. 

the  fiscal  yesr  1943  the   HOOll   expended  for  BstsfoMMMt  work  »a«   ,';,'- v. 9S, 

In  response  to   requisitions  frc  Jisls  from  several  muni ei pelf ties 

of  the  &tute,    reports  were  given  ^s  tc   the   breeding  conditions  together 
feith  suggestions  as  tc   no??  these  conditions   could   be   corrected.        it  Ms. 
fcfce  psst  year,    in  addition  to   requisitions  received  from  eoiasunities  ia 
tfce  Stste,  aany   communications  were  received  frois  individuals  re  ,uestis& 
information  on  mosquito   breeding   problems.     All  of  these  requisitions  were 
answered  oy  the   Board  and   reports  made  in   cs&es  *;here  specific  problems 
needed  investigation,     These   report©  and   this  Information  have  net   always 
resulted  in  tassdiate  action,    out   in  &cst   esses  the  people  concerned  nsve 
shoia  a  real   interest  in  the   problem  ^ad  an  lnwlfmitloil  to  arouse 
community   interest   so  that   sa  improvement   in  conditions  sight    be  affected* 
In  asay  cases  these   services  have  resulted  in  laiproviiu?   the   eff eetivenea 
of  sos  ,uito   control  in  certain  communities  and  organisation  of  control 
activities  when   actual   interest   and  enthusiasm  had  reached  the  point   of 
providing  funds  for  &t tacking  the  problem. 

flie   services  of   the  Reclamation  Beard,    in  the  way  of  survey  of 
Bosauito   breeding  conditions   in  fifM*  adjoining  Arssy  and  Navy  s,    as 

well  ss  similar  work   in  the  vicinity   cf  defense  areas  and   plants  where 
aunit ions  and  war  supplies   ?ere  in  process  cf  manufacture,  were  in  large 
dexand. 

Lectures  were  given  at  Amherst   and  Ca      Idwards,   and  at   a  conference 
of  Sarit  ,ry  Corps  Officers  of   the  First   i^ervice  OohmMU      Surveys  \*e 
re^ue.-ted  by  the   O.6.M.   Asssiniticn  £epet    -it   Bingham,    at    the  Ammunition 
Eepot   Bt  May  nerd  and   at   the  U.   5.   Li*hter-Th«n-Air  ■*•*  at  Weymouth.      In 
addition,   the  following  war   industries  re  mi  -ted  inspection  ■ad   ttdvit-  : 
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geaington  Anas  Company  of  Lc   ill,   A       i  can  Firework©  Company  of  P&ntfci  '*  , 
H.  fc«  Fie  teller  C^ocpany  of  QlHil—furfo 

Fuulioity   on  &ofe  ;uito   control  hae   been  gives  in  ax^tiel*#   iu  the  nev u  - 
papers,   r^slc   bro  :  -<-   ctfc,  &n£   talks  to  g&r&ttl  clube,  women's   clubt  and 
other  ergiiiui-^tiou***     The  ilft  of  this  publicity   has  been  to  ac  U:  iut   the 
puelie   >itn   tbe   iEiportuuce  of   tne   responsibility  of  the  individual   property 
owner  in  preventing  as        -  e«n  l&n         e  breeding  of  igceultoes  that  ttay 
ce  the   cause  of    a  neighborhood  nuisancfc. 

imphaiiia  w&e  &lso  made  on  the  need,  of  continuous  public  support  on 
Kw^uito   &C&1  vitle«  undert&iceu  by  tne  eo^unlty, 

fnert;  tm9  oetc    aontinueo*   demand  for  cur  little  nookl*:  t  entitled 
pfhe  Mo&uito   in  Mr-£&&eau£fcitg.c     fhe  S&fc**i«$,  in  this  ouileUs  ie  non- 
technical  aud  is   designed   to   seou&int    the  general  nu&lie  Y-dfcfc  %&m  Drofcleme 
of  soe-ulto  control  in  order  tLat   tte   control  of  tne   pest  itay   oe  ^eco^pllaned. 

«-<oove  fet    b&Te  given   the  expenditures  Sfcit  &$  the  inuiviau^i  projects. 
The  ei^enaitiuroe  of  the  St^te  Beeisss&tion  Bourn  totalled  for  thu   aeven 
aontbto  pfc.lo4  of  19^,3  $4,616,47,   in  supervising  theae  various  projects  and 
iu  rctyondi^    to   tne   demand  for  surveys  and   information  on  sos  .uito  problems. 

****$#:  **£*:*  ******* 


C_g\W*  .    Sw^^  Tffl    COJ  ..-JUT  H  OF  IU£6J  P6  b'^' 

^V  DEV-T.:..  Iff   01  ! 

To  fcbf   Honorable  Senate   ana  fl&use  of  Repr:         . uti\    s: 

In  co  ~nce  v.ith  the  provic        i   of  Chapter  1M  of   the-  General 

Laws,   I   am  herewith  Raking   the    report   for   the  Department   of  Agriculture 
for  the   p^i-iod   from  July   1,   1943  tc  June    30,    1944? 

E  e  s  pe  ct  f  u  1 1  y   su  hm  i  1 1  e  d , 

Louis  a.  msssffm 

ctiiif:  Co-  . -loner 

Acting  Commissioner  of  Agr'  culture   -  Louis  A.   Webster,   Blaefcetene 

(military    substitute   f«r  Marie  8*    Galushe,   Wi  Llia^istown) 

Advlsox-y  Board 

John  Bursley ,   West  Bar&i        le  -  Tern  expires  January   31,   19-45 

aecei^ed  April,    1944 
Herbert  N.   Shepard,   Warren  -  Term   expires  January    31,   1945 

deceased  February,   1>£4 
Michael  Sicioisici,  Sunderland, 
appointed  March,    1944 
Arthur  M*   Howard,   Pittsfield  -  Term  expires  January   31,    1946 

entered  silltary  service, 

Deeeaoer,   1943 
Robert  &»   Cobb,    Concord  -  Terir,  expires  January    "1,    19^6 

Milton  C.   AIi.en,   Newton  -  Term  expires  January    31,    1947 

Yernon  L%  Mucgett,   Lancaster  -  Tero.   expires  January    31,    19/-7 

LI  visions 

Dairying  k  Animal  Husbandry  -   Director,   Lester  ^.   T  ins,    -      ex 

Livestock   Disease  Control  -   Director,   Ji.ir.es  DeNorsandle,   Lincoln, 

resigned  M.-rch  29,   1944; 

Dr.   Sarrle  V«   Pei^ce,   i'edferd, 

ap.;cinted  March   J99    1911 
iiarset:  -  vsc:-ncy   In   direct  ip 

Mils  Control  -  Director,   /OSes*   &.    Cort,    Re      5  ng 

-Ass't  Li  rector,   Jerry  Bone,   J-., 

Bi      has 
Plant  Pest   Control  So     Fairs  -   Director,    B,    Bareld  Allen,        ant on, 

real  u«ry  15,  I94i; 

Alfred  fe.    Lombard,    Arlington, 
R£C£ivtu  a"!  appointed  January     6,   1944 

MINTING  OFFICE  Ass't  Director,    ^uincy  B.   Lev  ry, 

'ANl^lQ/17  Canton,    reinstated  Merch     7,    194/, 

CQW8S8G*  (#  ADMINISTRATIOK 
4$  ?&|Atffc 
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Milk.  Control  Board 

Louis  A.    Webster,    ulciCk stone,   Acting  Chairman 

Mrs.  KatLciiru,    1-.    fori  SCO  11,    Boston  -  Te  I  oires  January    31,   1948 

Floyd  Terrilli    Concord  -  £**■  expires  January    31,   19^6 

Park  Carpenter,  M     •    field,  ceo      i    :y 

State  I  reclamation  Board 

Sdward  Wright,   Department  of  Public  Health,   Chairman 

Rle&ard  K.   Hale,    Department   of  Public  Varies 

aiel  J.    Curran,    Department   c  ricuUnre   (on  military   leave  of   absence) 

George  ft.    St rat ton,   fiepkinten,   Secretary 


fieports  of  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control   and  Division  of 
Milk  Control  not   included  herewith. 
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KIPCiiT  Of  THJ    ACIIHG    COMMISSION: 


Tic   first  two  war  years  have   brought  us  for  the   first  tiire  in  the 
century  fe.ee   to   face  with   the  possibility   of  uncosifortsble   food   shortages, 
out   thanks   to    the  magnificent    job   done   by  135,000   farm  people  in  I 
ohusetts,    and  with  the   aid  of  Divine  Providence,   *«  h«ve   enjoyed  in  194-2 
and  1943  greater  crops   both  in  pounds  and  in  dollars  than  tea   ftisi  of 
the  Goaaaoawealtn   have  ever  produced  in   their  three   hundred  years  experience. 

The   year  1943  began  rdth  an  acute   shortage  of  protein   feeds,    farm 
machinery,    containers   for  our  crops  and,   luore  particularly,   an  acute 
shortage  of  farm   labor.     The    31,897  farms   in  the  State,   of  which   approxi- 
mately IB ,000   are   commercial   far**,   had  lost   very   heavily  of  their   beet 
aanpower,   not   only   to   the  military    services   out  also  to  war  plants  where 
exceedingly  attractive  wag**   beckoned   to   industrious  farm  workers.      '  e 
ov*e  a  tremendous   deDt   of  gratitude  that    can  never  be  pal6  to  the   able- 
bodied  young  men  who  were   trained   in  the   production  of   food   and  who 


stayed  with   their   tailing   during  thfl  war,    realizing   that    they  v.oulc   gala 
neither  gold  nor  glory  in  the  work  Ii    ahleh  they  vara  engaged* 

E~rl:    in  1943  Bovexi*©r  Salt o&at all  appointed  the*  Farm  Labor 
Co-  lttac    representing  in  ne  aa   could  be  the  ?ariona  agricultural 

coiz  o  'A  fcy    groupa   throughout   the   Btate.      It    represented  these   people 

a  felt  that   soldiers,    sailors  and  prisoners  were  the  main  source  of 
farm  labor  aTai labia.      It   represented  In  agriculture  and  in  the 
Department   of  Education  those  people  v.ho   felt    quite   surf-  that   fazia  pro- 
duction could  &nd   vtould   be^  continued  by  the  use  of  student   labor*     It. 
also   represented  that   segment   of  agricultural  thought   that   felt   that 
ve   > houlS   folic?:    the   exemrle   cf  England   end   depend  almost   entirely   upon 
the  labor  of  women  on  f&nui.      By  bringing  together  these   very   sharply 
contrasting,   viev-rs  cf  many  people   sincerely   Interested   in  the   agricultural 
problem,   it  was  possible  to  work  cut   a  fam  labor  program  as  successful 
as  sight    oe  expected  under  the  existing   conditions.     The   Committee* s 
Eetup  in  19-4?  consisted  of  the  Acting  Ccuti-issioner  as  Chairman,  James 
DaNormandie,   Director  of  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control   as 
Yice-Chain&an,    Roy  Moser  of   the  State  Extension  Service  as  Secretary; 
ni-   "he  other  members  of   the  Executive   Committee   represented  the  Grange, 
the  Farm  Bureau  and  the  Federal   agencies  interested   in  farm  labor.      The 
meeting  of  minds  of  these   divergent   interests  around   the   conference  table 
was  a  lesson  in  the   value  of  planned  conferences   in  a   sincere  effort   to 
master  a  given  problem.     The   farm  labor  organization   for  the  State  wafl 
set  up  with  a  representative   in  each   county,    and  the   pattern  vas   so 
successful  that   it   ana  adopted  almost   entirely   as   a  Federal  program   and 
implemented   by   congressional   approorfati  ~r<s.     The  State  Committee   * 
est aoli shed  with  an  appropriation  of  approximately  #5,0^0  a  month,    out 
after  one  month  the   program  was   financed   from  V.ashlnpton. 
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The  year  1943  MU    the   first  yesr  in  cur  history  'hen   poultry  :±nd 
eggs  brought  Massachusetts   farmers  ney   than  milk.     Prices  on 

silk  '-ere  filed  mora   uuickly,   vith  less   flexibility  than  prices  on  8 
^nd  «re  find   chat   in  1943  Massachusetts   farmers  received  appyorlaatsly 
1)2,000,000   for  silk  and  434,000,000  for  »gga  and   poultry.     The   produc- 
tion of  eg-s  ig   something  of  which  vm   can  all  be  proud.     The   figures 
show  that   in  1930  Massachusetts   oroduced   approsissataly   20,000,000    "C  en. 
In  1939  it   had  reached    35,000,000   dozen,    and  in  1943  Massachusetts   hens 
had  produced  62,000,000   dozen.     Our  production  per  bird  throughout   the 
State  has   ueen  as  high  as  165   egc'S  per   fear,    as   co-pared  to   the   124 
a  Rational   average.     The  average  production  in  this  year  of  13*000  hens 
in  hecoru  of  Production  flocks   reached  the  figure  of  <47«7  per  bird. 
Therefore,  Massachusetts  has  enjoyed  the  prestige  of  high  egg  production 
recoras  and   almost   eo&flate   freedom    £rom   &!&«&&#* 

1943  W*B  a  year  of   low  mpple  production,    with   a  crop  of  2,500,000 
uushels. 

This  year   say.   one   of  our  most   profitable   cranberry   crops,   nsmely, 
4S5,.:;j  barrels  for  which  there  was  unprecedented  de-::nd. 

The>    vegetable  acreage  of  Massachusetts  feas   'jeen  maintained,    tm4  in 
some   arects,   namely,   the  Connecticut   Valley  and  the  Cape,    It    fe&s   keen 
expanded.        e  ncm-  produce  15,000,000  to  17,000,000   bushels  of  vefret^oles 
aaaoally,   and   in  1943  they   returned  the   farmers   about    ^20,000,000. 

Our   oeeseepere,   nur ss-rymen,   florists,    and   the  producers  of  pork, 
beef,   sheep  and   goats  have   all  made  a  very   definite   contribution   toward 
inning  the   nur. 

The  products  of  the  thin  soil   eOYarlag  about   tv.o- thirds  of  a  si  11  ion 
acres  of   farm  land   in  Massachusetts  had   in  1943   a  tot  -1   Talus,    at    T*m 

prices  of  1X43,000*000.     This   represented  about    lt750fOOOtOOO  pounds,    and 
is  e-tudl  to   aoout   <£Q$>  of   cur  food   needs.     Ife  produced   about   t0j(  of  »* 

I 


ov.n  Bilk i    50%  of   cur  eg£S,    all  cf   cur    cranberries-;    wMi  of  the  letter  we 
supply   60>   of   the  national   demand.      I  e    bave   produced  &  record   -    3,503,000 
ouehele  of  potatoes,    ju&t    u^out   applaa  encu^h  for  cur  CNtt  use  -   RB4 
estiiJiiioe  that   the   food  produced  in   the   Cc n BOBS  ealth   saved  cur  transporta- 
tion system  the     -.e-.  a  of   (  1,000   freight    ears  vhi  ch  %c;>id    Mvc    '3een  used 
to  have  brought    that   food   into   the   State. 

The   Stdte  Department   of  *  .tare   is  very  grateful   to   all   assist  in«? 

agencies,   to  the  Btata  Administration  and  to   the  public  for  magnificent 
oocper^tivt   effort   in  producing  our        ~t  cf  the    ;'c-ct   so  vitally  needed 
to  ^-in  the  war. 


.T 
of   t. 
BIT1S10      BJ     ^    1    flHG  AMD  A   1.  AL   I 

July   1,    194  3  -  June    30,    1944 

ay 

Lester  T.  To;.  -i-cl    i  ,    ii rector 

* *  *  *  .*  *  >.  .;  ■  **** 


uther  war  ye~r  tea  exacted   considerable  fro#   the  Division  of 
Dairying  and  Animal   Husbandry,   with    I    v  ral   difficult   problems  vith 
which  to   cope   and   rind  ways  of   surmount iar.      The   Division's   tvo   1  tXtyfS 
activitit-s  are  dairy   product  inspection  and  poultry  \,  ork. 
Dairying 

The   dairy    .    o  -uct      r-specticn   work   requires   that  each   deiry    ttkim 
within  or  without    the  State   supplying  Bilk  to  Maasacfcuset fee   cc.-isu.^ra 
be  inspected  under  .;  I  established  State  regulations-..     This   ||         •*> 

tion  requirement   found  us  with  old   automobile  a  thnt   had  t<  pt   in 

condition  to    render  continued  service.     It   ftlse   found  us  with  a 
of  experienced  men,   with  pending  draft   rt  ,ui  regents  threatening  to  take 
others  of  our  force.     We  were  also    eonfr-  I  with  the   serious  condition 

as  to    i&oor,  materials  and  new  essential   supplies  on   the    Turns  we  were 
to  inspect  and  regulate.     In  the  ma 'n, these   problems  ware  £  nd 

dealt  with   as  beet  we   could  under  the   circumstances.  In  sose   i  it 

meant    *e   had  to    stretch   the  period    re*ui  red   for  inspection  .nt 

temporary   certifi  cites  of   registration  in  order  th   +     lillc  m        ies 
*ould  remain  ample  to  meet   a  v;  ry  heavy   im  L  at  rl  tatting    -  n-T   i  ...  nu- 

facturing  points  ali^e.     For  our  failure  to  neat  the   full   inspection 
d  on  time   and,    as  some    chose  to    call   it,    in  the  manner  pre* .  ~ i    ed 
by  the   letttr  of   the    law,   we  were   criticize         I     :v.ry   or.   ortun.lty   tiv.t 
such  indivi juals   found     to   bring   forth  their   condemn: ti on.      However, 
like  a  tread  vhiob   seems  to   flourish  under  the:  t  abusive    conditions, 
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we,   too,    have  tried  and,   I    believe,  we      w    al&nl&g  a   ;-lace  In  the  tru 
annuls  of   the   brave.  -       .t      11  tim<  rne   la  Bifid    th 

gssllty  .irubt   ue   the   •.    tihwcrd.         isrBYei    It   was  necessary  tc   extend 
temporary   r      1 1  trsti  :ns    they    v.ere   issued   to    seep   a   constant   silk   as      ly 
available*        uality   records  at  moling  points  vero  always    **  •     ally 

checked   before   such  regiSfcr :ti ens  vera   issued. 

Milk:  handling  oomp;.        ft,        rtmgh  tbel?   country   d  ts,    -.uality 

coatrol   personnel,    fie  la  B*ft,   plant   BSAagers,    (.tc.    a   vc,    in   geaeral| 
•©Operated  in  ■   :ine  BAfiner  to   bring  shout   a  good  world b  im  for  the 

assembling,   procescin;    and  regulattaj       '    their      Llk   rallies.     There 
were  brief  periods  when  small  or        oiu>lesome   disruptions  weald  arise  to 
ha&per  the  program  but  all  were  soon  brought  under  control. 

The  inspection  of   dairy  products  loci  on  in   the  Division 

with  an  average  force  of  ten  BSD   and  one   suprrv* sor.     It   involved  a 
breakdown  of  the  work   into  many  classifications*     The   el  ions 

covered: 


(1 

(2 
(3 
U 

(6 

(7 
(8 

(9 


The  original   inspections  of  the  produc  rms» 

The   approval   of    BOOB  that  met   the   required  ziniinum  St        aria 
iiticnal  standards  for   the  upper  grades  of  Bilk* 

The  non-approval  of   those   failing  to    ;-o   so,   vith   a   reinspectlon 
set   tor  a   future   date. 

The    final    approval  or  nor-  cv   1. 

Hearings. 

Suspensions. 

Revocat!  ons* 

usals. 

Final   issuance  of   certificates  if  and  BttSB   conditions  vere   eorreeted« 


(10)  Farias  listed   but   found   to   have   discontinued  or  those  that   had   por 

to   other  outlets*      Such   faims  are   classified   as  "cv  rms  vl.:t    d." 

(11)  Fans*   .'  sting  help  v.ith    construction   problems  or  general  plan  -J: 

are  also   listed   in  this  way. 
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(;U)   To   coordinate    the   v»orfc,   much   tirrt   bag   to    :-e    spent  ~s 

or  their  i^en   tc    plea   the    visitin  I   inspection  of   their  -ces 

•apply  • 

(13)   Much   ti:e    is    spent    consulti  I        ilk   inspectors. 

(H)    Consultatloni   vith    I    I  ml   insDectors. 

(1^>)    Do&flultatlamj  with   assessors  and  others   for  infor&atScn   rcl   iive 
to   the   status   of   herds  within  townt    '    I   or  she.1    -re    i  . 

(16)  Cc      Lainta  have  to   be  investigated  and  t.^cn,   If  warr  I* 

(17)  Certain  violators  aw    taken  to   court   a*   ■   last   re-ecurse  tc  the 
settlement   of    such   cases. 

(18)  Temperature. 

(19)  £edi£Fve-.nt. 

(  0)  Bacterial  quality* 

(21)  Butterfat  tests  are  applied  v.  hen  f~cts  aX<     -  or  tct  1  solids 
lines  are  needed. 

The  £u..:;kti  on  of  the  aforesaid  variations  accounts  for  the  following 

^ures: 

First  inspections  -  -       16,529 

.roved  on  first   visit       -       10,962 
farms  needing   re inspect ions    .      5,667   (resulting  in  approval      fter 

one  or     ore  insoccti  one) 
Farms   suspended  -  -  261    (ill   reinstated   after 

■  li  ..-nee) 

(Many  of   the    farms   suspended  were  tenant  operated 
and   chunked  baste,   only   to   re..,    ,...  inal 

ragalfi  lace  in   the  market.     They   are   repre- 

sented  in  the   481   a::  yli  cations   for    .e-v    fame   cut- 
side  of   routine  new  ones  inspected  when   regular 
dairies  were  done.) 

to   c-u led  "other  farms*  visited 

as  outlined   aboi      -  -  2,2^3 

Visits  at  silk   dealers'    plants  2,670 

Consultations  *ith  milk 

inspectors  12^ 

Coinplaints   investigated        -  110 


Temperature   periods  used   by  t 
Division  to    Sfesflk   the    condi- 
tion of   delivered  Bilk    ■  i 
niwwibT  1n|]      .  nts  st  country 
points  -         -         -         -  ,93 

No        finite    a e count  of  -:  r 

:   of   sediments  and   bac- 
terial  counts  ■&£•   in   c         c- 
tica  ■  ith    lUAlity  ;::en   at    re- 
ceiving ts 

Animal  Husoandry 

Imring  the  year  the  animal  husbandry  work  of  the  Divis-ic    ,    -ith 
the   except! en  el    poultry  work,   wag  handled  by  the  Bl rector  si 

work  in   connection   -ith  such    shows  as  were  held   for  sheep,  %m9    6   -tlef 

horses  and   swine.      A  great   deal   of   correspondence  was   handled    U:t\  een 
persons   requesting  a  T&ried  type  of   Information  relative  to  livestock 
lag,   the   construction  of    ouildings,   e  ,u   ament   needed,    breeds  suit? 
to   cover  their  prospective  purposes,    etc. 

This  is  a  branch   of  work  that   has-  been  steadily  retrenched  by 
every ocdy,    from  the  appropriating  bodies  to   those   expected  to  I  % 

puolic  naecu      It   seems  a   deplorable   fact   tc  sst   admit  that   the 

livestock  farmer  is   allowed  to   grope  in  the   dark   in  a  ^tate  rr-     r      re 
are  many  opportunities  for  livestock  as  a  diversified  consideration  tc 
other  phases  of   sj  ri culture.     I   therefore   commend  it  to  the  Co     issioner 
and  the  Legislature  to   study   ways   and   means  of  revitalizing  the   splendid 
work   done  some  twenty   or  more  years   ago   in  the    fields  of  I   husoandry, 

The   small   country   fairs  were   about   the   S&lj      V-;ces   HB—Olin^  live- 
stock this  past  year  for  evaluation  of   t-.         rinciples  of   better  bre      I    g9 
greater  use   of  home-grown,    improved  roughage,    etc.     The   Division  % 
actively   represented  and  assisted  in  every   such    fair  or  meeting  pro- 
moting  animal  husbandry. 
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Supervision  of   poultry    f  lodes,    as   authorized   in  the   fs-ns  products 
gf*a&&g   Lawf    fca«   oeeii   cent i QU«d ,      Fifteen    flock  uvgers  participated 
under  the  highest   grada  eotaollabed,   nairely,  Massachusetts*  P^ccr 
performance  Fuiloruia  Clean  Grade.     Likewise,    fifteen  floe'*:  owners  parti* 
under  the  coccni  highest  g   .  \mt  ka>c-vn   eu        ■  s&aJ  atsti  s.ts  Certified 
Pullorum  Clean  Grade.     Both  &t  these  gra&ei  embrace  the  highest    Dreed  Is 
stavt    --lid  the  highest   di :        t  eradication  and  control  Stage  in  the  whole 
poultry  improvement   plan. 

Twenty-three   breeders  pertici  putec  under  the  IMi^  breeding  •  :>■". 
6i s'e-:-.r.e- control  grade,    anovai  as  M&ee-^husetbs  Approved  Pullorum  Clean 
Grace,   and  one  under  the  Kn^uchuseits  a     roved  Pullorui     '.-  ■-.'**«  Grace, 
A  tct'  i   of  fcwe   hundred  end  ninety-five   producers  participated  unler  the 
pullcruii  d5  &ense~ control   phases.      This  was  the   largest   number  of  disease- 
free  flocxs  ever  under  official  recogn*  Lion  in  %aaaaafen$£fe&&* 

Puclic  interest   £g  very  keen  in  the  b rw6J tu*  snd  ol cease-free  pfcare 
of  our  program.     A  record  GM  kept   for  one  year  of  the  nunber  of  inquiries 
rtceiveo  from  vdthin  and  without   the  State,      Ee%en  hundred  and  thirty-five 
repeat*  were  made   for  information  legending  the  official  statue  of  our 
floe&f,  particularly  eifca  reference  to  the  disease  phase  of   the  progr&ts* 
These  inquiries   ease  fro&  nineteen  different   states  and  one  foreign 
count ry.     As   a  result   of  our  unusually   high   ratine;  of   bveeiinp  flocks  and 
disease-free  flocks  in   the  poultry  vorld,   information  of  this  kind  is 
ue-rteo   oefore   purchases  are     sa&e*     Massachusetts  frequently  baa  fel 
highest  state  re  corn  of  average  era;  production  per  bird,   and  Masc  aoausattt 
also  ha::    s    large  mstttetiT  of    p1  . ioru;;=   fi  sease-free   f loess,   vaieb  is   a  f?ood 
part  of   the  reason   for  a  4 -47»QOO,OQO   ousiness   in  poultry  and  »gg»« 


Tvicc  a  yi        ta  official   list  5  s  pu  .     T?      -  n  L!   la     y  ■  ' 

usually   is  a\ao«  up   in  Febi-uary.      Phi    fin   1   ti*«    If    published   tin  r 

part  of  Aprils     Th;  e   distributed    to   fell  it  ultry  acies     in 

the  United  States,    vhiob  in  itself  has   conrir.er   bio   I  fl  vertising  v^lue. 
The  United  Btatas  Bureau  of  Aaittal  In dustry   also   publishes  cur   flock 
lists  lii   a  Federal  publication,    all   o:    v-Lioi   is   of   benefit  to  our 
industry. 

Poultry   transportation   licenses   are   is  rued  scccrdin?.  to   Law* 
During  the  past  year  6$1   li  .ere   issued    to    persons    regularly 

engaged  in   the    business  of  buying  and   selling   poultry   int  d    for   food 

purposes, 

Poultryisen   are  also    taking  advant  of   the  Poultry  Tat  teeing 

Progrvpi   stfhleh  ^txtlU  registration  of  a  tattooed  code  marie  vita  t) 
t-e  Folic.      This  program  has   a  tendency  to    reduce  the  nur-jer  cf 
poultry   t,icfts.     Birds  with  ttatcc        rtca  mat  be  r      .ii\    I        ::i    d  as 
to  owner £  batt  seized  on  the   highways. 

Conclusion 

The   inert    .c  d  demands  for  all   food  prccUsctr  In  the  ye:>r  1943-1944 
has   seen  sofely  met   by   far...         of   ell    crunches.      The   pr.ultrym^n   -no 
dairymen,   even  with   iasor  and   e   ^:"  prient    short,    have  met   the  demand, 
Wher«;      .    lity    standards  were  established   for  their  product,   they   ham 
tried  hard  to   meet   t         .It   has,  how  v    r,    demanded  a  :      I    1    .  f  the 

Division's   force  cf   inspectors  of  aia   in  keeping  them   on  the   beam.  th 

our  means  of  travel   by   automobile   p&rti  tally   restricted,      1th     ualified 
»en  unavailable  to   fill  vacancies,    it  tea   been  a   itupenacus  task  to 
meet   the    requests  as   best   we   could. 

1    otlieve,    in   closing   this  report,   th;;t  I    can  declare  th?.t   tr 
industry's  interests,    the    consumers'    Interests   and   the   1st         sts  of  t> a 
taxpayers  have    been   protected   at   ail  tiroes. 

-j****  ♦***«•         nj*#*#aaaaaa 
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The   vv-oite   of   the  Division  of  l/a.rsets   during   the   f.i?c    I   year 
X943-1944  has   comprised  regular  inspect!  or,  vork   B&6  W     feet   nrvrs 

it   together  vdth    several   additional   per  emergency   aattere,    par* 
tieularly   in   connection  *ith  the   inspection  and   eerti  fie   t  *    n  of   farm 
products  for  Airy  procurement   end    for  other  governmental   ageneiea* 
special    :e-ture  of   this  work   has  been  aa  inc  .   in   -"emend   for 

skipping  point   inspection  and   certification  of   fruits  and  vegetables* 
One  ol    the  major  needs   for  the  increase  in  this  type  of  s  the 

development   of   large-sc.-ie    eftl  pew  at    of  potatoes   and  other  products 
from  the   Connecticut   Valley   section  of  Hi        chueetts. 
Shi;.;;  in.:. -Point   Inspection  of  Fruits   aae:  Ve  :-■  t.    ;>les 

larly   in  July   it    became   apparent   that    there  would   he   B    aee4   for 
a,  eeneideraoly   1     ■   er  inspection  force  to    earr?  on  th*  t    ^c-ck.        rrafige- 
ments  vere   therefore        le      i th   the   »--r  Food  ^dnini strati en  through  the 
Fruit  end  Vegetable  Inspection  Office  la  Beatoe  for  th-    tri-inins  of 
additional  men,     A  school   for   pctatO   5  ctors  wae  held   !n  July  in 

Boston  under  the   auspices  of  this  Division,     fbli   consisted  of  a 
three-day    training  period   during  v-hich  the  m    .  structed   in  the 

procedure  of   interpreting  grade  terminology    e.nd  making  cut   certific 
and  «ea  supplemented   oy   practical   experience  v,ith  pot    toes. 

As  a  means  of    ti      lifying  the    field  work,    arrangements  \  ^re  made 
for  the   inspection   service  to    have   her-    Barter*      t    the  Sort  ton 

inspection  office,    in  quarters   provided   oy   the    H  in    Ccuaty  n- 

sion  Service,    and    set  up   as  a  cooperative  project    bj    the  County        I   n- 
si  on  Service,    the   County  AAA   and   the  County   08BA   *  a  r   Bo   rd.     tl 
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aace  it   poftftiblft   :'or   re  quests   for  inspection  to    b4    ft  * 

cfriee    .na    ftftTftd  loag-difttaAOft    ,  I  •:::'  del   ;  k   would  C 

wise  fc^ve  cccu-'  1  v.orfc    had  been   do-  ft  t<     . 

In  OTdftT   to   ft)ftttft    ti  it  4       lftl<  ftt  use   of    the    I    r        fft   9H   of 

t    feoftft   in    the   Valley,    the   tw       Dlft tri cut! en 
the  market   sin;    be       It   ft  total   of    320    cars,      -.1   of  vr-eh  VtTI   c>  .■ - 

by  our  i  otcrs*     In   sedition   to   purer:      »i    bf  '-'/,,    :         fttftjgr 

oought   1-4  cars  oh  were  likewise    certified   by   5 -•;  vectors  of   this 

Division,      L-X-  r  in   the-   Nam,   in  the    spr*  .    194-4,    ft€*#ftftuftft  of  a 

tmrplus  of  poftftto«<  fttkiftai  still  existed  in  the  fallen  mm  -,  tfto 

to  a  smaller  extent  in  Bristol  County,    the    Co  ty  Credit   C 

purchased  1^7   earlo^'is   vaich  Wfti'ft   diverted   from   regul-r   •  -i-JL 

channels  and  used  for  conversion  eithf-r  into   incuetri* :1  alcohol  or 
stock  feed,      Tbe    co^ained  pure:    m  I   or   the   F£a,    tfea  Array  ft]       CCC 

totalled  571   ft*  "loads  or  -3,733,347  pounds* 

The  I  bl$    la  --i-oi  aft  Inspection  8|  rviee   also   caerated  in  fti  .  1 

volume  on  .apples,    particularly   in    .    -         •*  -  rt  of  the  £t\te,      or 

shipment  to   f^overanent    and  Army   procure  -ncies* 

Total   rets   received   for  tht    flftftftl   year  for   potato**,   ct : 
vegetables    u»4  .',-ies  ftWf  *6,4-  5.44. 

The   eoc  ©ement  bet  Unit-      §1 

*«ric    LtWT  S  Dt  at,    a  ch   the   £M       ll     - H a  fti    1  a- 

tion  i.trvice   is   C  d,    Vftft   continued  in  1  ring  tl 

on  substantially  MM   basis   es   I  .      Under  I  eeisent 

t;  ta*&t  birfti   tbi    i  a-.-pecter*  ,     1  u  ]  -is  theu<  t 

collects  fees  for  their   services*      The  01         (in  ^lae   the  '- 

vises  the    techn:  of    the  *,.cr;  I    the   v.rStin.-"   of   the   certifK         .. 

T:.o  purpose  of  the  *?eaer*l   i        -vision  la  to  .wiflft  Is  ftniformity   in 


interprets  tion  of   grades   end    t  .clcry  of   certifl  ■  in    .ill  of   t 

forty- eight    ^r.  -tes. 

fees   for   fchi   inspection  voiic   are   charged  on  the    fc  ?  »S 

Pot -toes  ,»/>.  00   per  hundred  up   to   a   capacity   of   400   baf>s,    BU    fl»00 
per  hundred  for  each   hundred  or  a   fraction  thereof   in  excess  of  LOO. 
j  or  less  than  carlot  inspections,   Xkft  p*r  hundred    poun  '       igj      *    ;  mum 
fee,  $1.00. 
Onions,   fc*00  per  carload  up  to    50}  t,  1.0  per  hundred  or 

ction  in  excess   of   500.    -or  less  than  c    -lots,    1/     er  b?g;   mf.BJWf, 
$1.00. 
Apples t   $5.00  per  o  _.    up  to   300   boxes,   plus  •  "  .    3   for  e-ch   ?:5'>   or 

.colon  of  a  carload  aoove   50    .     For  less   th-r:   c.    lots  l£l   r-r  bc,r* 
Egg  Inspection 

Our  Egg  Inspectors  made  regular  inspect! 08$   of  eggs  sold   as   f r: :  u  . 

Li    ,   the  eggs  were   inspected   for   size.      Yiol-tcrs  were  given 
warning  notices  in  MM  instances,  1b  others  hearings  were  neld      t 

ibich  time  the  specific  problems  of  ec -plimce  were  discussed.     Twenty* 
four   eases  were   taicen   into   Court,    either   for  violating  the   provision 
of  the  law  pertaining   to    freshness,    or  to   sizing   vioiticss,   or  both. 
Emergency   Inspection  ??or& 

During  the   fiscal   ym*x  1943-1944,  a   consider-" ole  at  of  emergency 

war  work  sad  to   be   done   by  cur  rerul^-r  Egg  Injectors.     The  Bar  Food 
Administration   n ;.-/ues tod  assistance  in  the   inspection  of  *r«t< 

mil*  and  poultry.     An  equivalent  of   betveen  one  hundred   und   two  hundred 
carloads  of  eggs  and  ev*..  ted  Bilk  were  handled  by  our  egr  1nsoFet.org. 

This  assistance   expedited  t'r         :vement   of  war  foods  into  the   channels 
teslgaatad    by    the   If    .      A  c  operative   agreement   hac  viously    •  een 

drawn  up   b  .n   the  Agricultur  1  :  i        Admlnlmtr tion  anrl  the 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture.     Our  Pe  .    ~t  a  nt  was   reimbursed 
by  means  of   inspection   fees.     These   fees  amounted  to  n   one 
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I ■  m  g  no    Acti   c  ?-  „i  wz.  rj - 

?h     lai  ions   snd  gr&df  rrl*4   021  aa  in  tl 

t,  .  pporli  }    .  .      Less  vyerk   sad  to   oe    dene 

•  t  a  tj     *it   thf  bj    ;      a     I  -,    u    outlined  -oove.     T/ 

.    :  '•    S  .  to    .      ry  out    tf  tl  3, 

,'   .-'.-        :f       .■•  •  :  r  .'■•   J  "-j  >■    Pro^rair- 

T: d .  --  virtually  at  a   *te&&$till4   -^uc  to  tin  aa<l 

rit  lotion.      Pe  ai- •■  sts  by   the  Ge~        cap   to  curtail    too   use  cf   BS&i    obllea 
re   complied  -#;ith.      Cnly   fire   rcs.&side   stand  operate  ro   -  -plied  f©1    use 
jf  the   official  afeata   sign  widen   Identifies  tho    at  ES  -     U  a   bona  fide 

tsar's  staa      and  requires  thai    the   .-v.  ".dels  Sdl£  ere  mainly  loctllT 
produced. 
•,vU:-vlc  S'.aricefr    reports 

The  Sertoli  Wholesale  Kar&et  Re-Dort   W&t   issued   re •.-'-_ i-.,rly  throughout 
thfc    v  c  -..:'   daily    except    £"~tUi'~u.-e       An^Q^S:   -U    f#J     C:rc-u*c  satin?    thc^S? 
grrloes    @s   earl?  corning  radio  programs  have  proved  very   satisfactory. 
The  prices   ara  telephoned   directly  free  the  »ark«t  to  the   radio   stations 

rior  to  6:30  A.M.    and  are  th&n  bro    :      it  over  §H3    at-   6:45  A*    - 
eatf     1W  B2A  at   6:50  A.M. 

A  apeoi&i    fsatttTti   this   ^ast   3T*&?«    IS   S80isat0$i0&  with  the  Boston 
Vax&era1   Produce  .*'         .,    Ms    i  &dditi@&&l   information.        ■    Lag  m 

occasion  required,    interpreting  government    regui'  :      ns,    such  9    prist 
Gelling©,    restrictions  OS  use  of  materials   -no   supplies,    afcl  other   infer- 
caticii   In   connection  *ith  government   orcers   arising  fro::    rh-         r  emergency* 
:rcester  a&4    Springfield  reports  hare   else    .  •  HI  issued   tally «      In 
reaatar  and  Springfield    the  meth        .f   41  «t  rf  outir:  ;   -    ia   lafor      fclC 
tii]  .  til*    dally  *•«    r,^her  taaB  in  ■faw»afia|>a  form,    has   been   con- 

tinued.    This  gives   the   reports  widespread   circulation  st   ■  ttinimuR  of 
expense.     These   repcrts  have   also   oe*n   broadcast    in   b  ,    at    Laaat, 

en  local  radio   stations. 


-  5- 

The  fcpeciai  Apple  Market  Report  vfas  issued  from  August  through 
April  -  twice  weekly  through  the  early  part  of  the  season  up  to  mid- 
November,  and  once  weekly  through  the  remainder  of  the  season,  A  special 
effort  has  bees  made  to  interpret  the  very  complicated  price  ceiling 
structure  on  apples  for  the  benefit  of  readers  of  the  Apple  Market  Report, 

The  Bay  State  fain  News,  a  monthly  release  designed  to  acquaint  the 
grocery  trade  with  information  on  supplies  of  locally-grown  fruits  and 
Tegetables,  has  been  issued  regularly  curing  the  pest  year  on  the  same 
basis  as  pefore. 
Retail  Market  Reports 

The  Boston  Retail  Price  Report  has  been  issued  weekly  during  the 
past  season  and  has  been  distributed  in  mimeographed  form  as  well  as 
through  radio  broadcasts.  In  view  of  the  numerous  food  shortages,  this 
repert  has  served  the  useful  purpose  of  acquainting  consumers  with 
trends  in  food  supplies  of  the  various  items. 

A  regular  feature  of  this  report  has  been  market  news  "briefs" 
issued  regularly  for  use  by  radio  stations  and  "home  page"  editors. 
Publ3  c  .Relations 

Poflio  Broadcasts  -  Radio  broadcasts  have  been  conducted  on  an  in- 
creasing scale  by  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Division  of  Markets.   The 
broadcasts  include  information  to  consumers  on  Stations,  WEMXt   ViiZ-^BZA, 
and  VNAC.  A  regularly  weekly  broadcast  has  also  been  prepared  for 
Station  \.iil,  covering  items  of  interest  both  tG  farmers  and  consumers, 
with  a  special  consumer  slant  in  order  to  take  advant&pe  of  the  Bon~ 
farmer  audience  which  listens  to  early  morning  broadcasts  in  order  to  be 
tuned  in  to  news  and  weather  reports. 

The  ui vision  has  also  provided  the  information  for  the  breadfl  sting 
of  radio  spot  advertising  under  the  program  conducted  in  ccoser&ticn 
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v.ith  the  Massachuset ■  s  Development    and  Industrial  Co:     lesion.      Up-to- 
the-minute   information  of   sup   lies  in  the  MTfcet   and  other  facts   of 
inter   i>t   to   consumers   have   been  transmitted,    as  occasion  required,   to 
the  acivertising  agency  handling  this  account.     Under  this  arrangement 
it  has  frequently   ueen  possible  to  put   spot   ads  on  forenoon  programs, 
based  on  conditions  prevailing  in  the  market   on  the  morning  on  which  the 
br-.adcast   is  made.     The   Division   slso   has  outlined  the  program:   of   spot 
ads  in  advance  each  ^onth  as  a  general   schedule   for  the   ade  to  follow, 
suoject  to   interruptions  in  cases  of  changes  in  supply,   as  referred  to 
above, 

Exhibits  -  Food  and  marketing  exhibits  have  been  designed  and.   set 
up  to  encourage   consumer  utilization  of  available   and   seasonal  products* 
These  exhibits  have   oeen  displayed   in   cooperation  *ith  various  other 
agencies  and  in  retail   btore  v*iadows. 

Meetings  -  Me&oers  of  the   staff  of  the  Division  of  Markets   have 
cooperated  throughout   the  year  with  f^ras  and  trsde  groups   and  with  con- 
sumer organi &at  i  ens   in  attending  meetings  and  presenting  t  il    s  en 
suDjects  related  to  the  various  phases  of  nsarket inr  •     Much  of  the  work: 
in  ec  a.ection  with  fariaer  groups   hag   been   interpretation   and   explanation 
cf  war  emergency  MonilMlilOB,   v-ith  suggestions   c£  to  how  the    jusiness  of 
distribution  can  best   be   conducted  under  such  emergency  conditions. 

About   fifty  talks  were  presented  schools,    colleges,   women's   clubs, 
and  Red  Cross  food  and  nutrition  classes.      These  I    I    s   featured  ratters 
of  special   consult:    interest,    v.ith   particular  emphasis  on   ngfUtlosi 
as  to   food  buying   and  handling  under  wartime   conditions. 

General  -  The  Division  has  also    prepared  f re  ;uent    releases  for  pub- 
licaticn  in   trade  magazines  and   in  other  forms.      I  uch   stories   faftTt   con- 
centrated on  the   local   agricultural   situation,    carrying  tim&y   news 
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rtgardlAg  present  or  prospective   conditions  affecting  supply   and   taumi 
A  special  purpose  of   such  material   has  been  to   build  up  c-tige   for 

agriculture  and  to   bring  about    closer  relations    oetveen  producers, 
distrioutcrs   &nd   consumers  of  Ha  tts  fan?   r>ro^ucts. 


*****************  It***.*:*?:**** 
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The    fc  -in  ve   b  : 

I  .  m ,   .  .  •        ,  ■     j ■   i  %  1944 

Alfred  V>#    .  .        ~c,    .  ator, 

auary   .  o,   1944*     %ttlne)  &•  Lo^ry 
cr  fcl  on  on  Maxell  ^7,   1944« 

?ioi:t   Pi,-  g   Cof-.ti-oj 

flu      mal   !  sf  but*  riss  wai    -  .    .  i    1  t-    ■• 

out  su        .   oi   1943   ta  soil      si        rISw  ;  - 

scarcity  of   inspect,.  -.- .     This  In,       G&Iqb  I  c 

dial  ion  ■■.• .    :    .  <.  ov    ad  -:       %ted  stock  to  u.       -j-r,         to 

cth*  r  it  in  c  t   tfc=  ,  :■  ri    ;  Im  .'•>..,«. 

setts  nursery    itoatt   era  their  ,-.-.  ■    ■  -     "• 

Issst  one    .  »p*«tiOfi   -    ff         .'  '      i  fsu       otioE    !    !-  11 

for  gypsy  .roths    ircund  tfes  Bar*      m  t. •      '      -e 

were  287  nurseries   cert:  .   1943      --  '■'*    I^c< 

?;         urchin   Cot-    -rvr  l&sn  y    '       '.        , 

Lu-    fcc     •    rf  v"         L  ia   I  nr   ;     - 

i     BC    J      .  V    I A      B  .        -   ,     00  «S 

ers    pi  •     As  «  " 

in  the   Jiaw,  1  55  -  ■      ■  " 

SSCT  D  SS&SU7C  . 

3fc#  81     tS  -cat    c: 

W    : -    ;  '.  .    01'    A;t!  I        •:.'         to  :  "■ 

kotn,  J  .p  .nose  Beetle, 


-    ■ 


The  Unit,    .   Bt        s  De        I      at   of  Agriculture,    ~ar    a   of'   Tntorolo;~y 
uu   Plant    .  Utii&a,    collaDor:-ted   •  ith  our  Ittl    t$tos      in   i  coutin- 

around  the   nurseries   to   determine   the    extent   of  tr<-    i»f«        tion   ay   t& 
j  tpanese   Jet  tie • 

Dutch  Ilm  Dlsaai  t,      hich  was   first   foun«:    in  t:  B       rt  of 

the  bt    ie  in  1941 1    is   still,    .  B  il  n,    confined  to  t>.  it 

The   sant  t-ticn  wci-s    is  done   in   c  tloa  witll   the  Mm  .     ;    t;  B :'.    te 

College  Experiment  Bfeatioa,   Aafaarat,  M.         eliusitL^    ;nd   the  Bure  -u  of 
EntomoloAjy    and  Plant    tfeoarastlaa   of   the  United  tt.-tes  Depart        t   of 
Agriculture.      .    1   agencies  and   incivi    .    is   ■'•ho   CfHH    in   contact    -ith 
freshly-cut   elia  vuou   should  _iy   c\  it    by  -inp  or 

ournin-_ . 

Cooperative  work  in  t'r.c.  control  of  th-  'te  Pine  Blister 
disease,  in  whltife  the  division  collaborate*  *  th  tMe  Bureau  of 
iato.uolo   j      nd  Plant    ^uar-ntine   of   the  United  N  c   of 

Agriculture,   was   seriously  affected   by  the   critical   iaaor  shortage 
situation.     With    skeleton  erevss  of  three  ©r  fcur  aen   in  each  of  the 
four  administrative  districts,   as  effort  was  made   to   at   Xi  intain 

a  field  organization  and   accc      _ish   be  much  as  possible  under  the   cir- 
cumstances.     Protecti:  Lven  to   16,877      •       ■   c f  Ltte   in     I 
tov.ne.     This  vork   involved  the   cleering  of  S7t54£  v.5  ,       .nd  6z6   mtltli    - 
tea   currant    &&&   gooseberry    bushes   (the   alternate   J  os>t  o-'   the   di: ■■         ) 
fro®  ut> ,703  cicres  of   land.     Of  t    ti    let   1   vok,    10            r    -    nted   initial 
control  effort  a&d  90$  involved   second  examinations   folic  n 
interval   oJ    years   since   initial   vcrk  v          : rforrced.      In   connection 
with  informational  and    service   activities,    the    pt rsora.el   ea    le- 
the  Feder &1     cv    .ru    at    ;t  tended  27  meetings     t           ch    thai 
dance  of  2,6^5.     At    these  meetings  uafl   waf   Jade  of  the    colOx^ec   talkie 
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moticn  picture   rila.     ?went>-thre<r    items  we  red   sad  pobll    . 

in  loci  ne  ,      nd    tvelv  trati       •  we  .      Four 

ired  and   ninety-three   in  ividu^ls  were   interviewed,    1  ollow-up 

I    ^ls  were  made,   an        5  persons  were  given  instruction  in  trie   field* 
The   LU.tus  of    trie   cv^r-all   control   pro;*rHm   in  tha   Stats   i::oicotes 

I   there   is   v.itnin  the   permanent    control   er-  total  of   1,8^3,^67 

res.     Of  this  total    area,    6^6,66^  ta   are  producing  white  pint , 

and   the   balance  roproooata  adjacent    >.rece-  in  protection  zon 
surrounding   the  pine    stands.     A  total  of  1,796,5-28   -ore  net 

control   aroi         1   been  v.oried   initially,      nd   907,791      cres  re-wor&ed 
once  •     There  remains   a  total  of   34,739  acres  in  n&ed.  of  initial  v-ork, 
and   716,907  acres  urgently  in  need  of  a  se  OTaailMtioa  to    r-.t.i-r.:ine 

the  necessity    lor  a  second  working.     The  records  shov   teat  an  a:         ;f 
?69,073   -ores  in  the  net   control  area  has  been  cls£?i;iec  aa  on  1- 

tenance.      The  majority  of   aroma   in  this   category  has   been  :.    1    ice 

and  may  require  only  periodic  examin  is  to   determine  whether  a   re- 

currence of   currant   and  gooseberry   bushes  has   t  ken  m    in  sufficient 

degree  to   require   further  intensive   eradication  work". 
Pairs   and   l.'hipits 

The   transportation  and  iaoor  problems,    brought   dbcut  .    suit 

of  the  war,   and  especially   the   restricted  us     of  gasoline   by  A  card 
holders  oado  it   Very    difficult   for  f ai*  officials  to   -enow  exactly 
to  do.     The    final    result,   however,   was  that   fewer  major  fairs  were  held 
than  ever  before.     The   total   HMO  par  aotoa      y    at  la,    Si   cias;  i    he    .      tfe 
Department,   was   five.      Victory   ^t.rdens   and  the   attendant   activity  and 
interest   created  in   i'ocd  production    md.   ores   rv   tion  resulted  in  a 
aaried  iaoroaao   in  the  nuiroer  of  IocmI    f^irs  and  victory  h   rvest    shows. 
The   Department   made   alloti  of  i~t    te   prize  money    to    L04  c rr-.-: :i *  zat ions 


knd  as.     .  Ui  Lbitioae*     There  was   •   tot   1    :>:"    •  '," 

L  cultural  uddbit94     taess  inciuc.c-d  tot     rult,   i  ■•  , 

6d  goods,    floi  ;         c.      Ovt  r   700   checks   were    sent    out   to   •  I 

of  Lt   te  premiums,     ifi      bofl  V     received  &.  little  r  th  MB 

1     of   tnis   numoe    .      The   Gr  In  ost    si.  Bfttl,  '-8 

subo;  te  and--  *heoi  Granges  held   f;:irs.     The   five  ir.ajc.-~ 

Increased    their  attendance   cv-.r  that  c-f  the  previous  year,    and  over 
100,000  1  .  cd   through   their   \     '  :  s.     The   three-County  fal*  in 

I4Grth;:i.ptGH  i  i-isutuei   r  for  the-  first   tl&e«     Tot  .1      I      n- 

dame*   i'or  all   fain  '         228#6?9. 

The  Brockton  Fair  did  not   operate   in  the   fall  of  194  3  ,    Ml 

result,    the  State  Ftall&l&g  aid  not    liouee  an  •         felt*     This  is  the  first 
time   the   building  has  not   been  used   since  it  built*     The  St  -.te 

Bttilaing-   at   Brockton,    however,    I  tea  used  during  the  jri  or  a 

State  Guard  meeting  ana   also   for  a  Women* ■  Defease  Corps  meeting.  SI 
State  Bui  Icing  on  the  lantern  S1         B  Exposition  Grounds  at  -'.  .     - 

field  is   still  in  use    uy  the  United  States  Army,    end  has  been  since 
November,    194-  • 

fair   inspection  \  ork  was. carried  on  as  usual,    ?n&  wamj  ©f  the 
•mailer  one   and   tvo-day   fairs  were   inspected  as  veil   as  major        '  m§ 
and  conditions  were  found  to  be  excellent   and  the   re  u:  -< n  saEti    of  fc] 
Bepctrt&ent  observed. 

The  Division  sa     orted  boys'    and  girls'    vork,    as  in  the  paat,      ad 
awarded  certi  tee  in  the    -,-lace  of  m  trophic m*     The  work  of 

the   young  people   is   essential   to   the    future   of  U-  tts   fcgrl  cul- 

ture,  and  the  Division  feels   Lh.rt  every  possible  effort   should  be  z.s&e 
to  encourage  young  people  in   th*         \      icus    projects. 

The  Union  Agricultural  Mcr.tinr   |l    ittotaer  project   in  efelem  t! 
Division   ylays   an  actlv  t,    and   has  ever   since  these   ai  Bin    i    indoor 
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.:.  lturul  meetings  I  I    i  ted   I  -.1-  o. 

The   DiTlfllOQ    bafl    famiafeftd   tfea   coli.  -or   for  the  Wi 

die  Ne.  I  Flo*    .  ::G   bou  :  <   vitn    V.  I 

load     .       .:  &&ta  of   -    r.i  culture  5nlt*4  Bt   tes  I  at  of 

Agriculture   and   has  also    arrasged   for  re   and   pre-  '.  '  ■ 

\g$  tne  Department,     fit*  £ivi..  ..       arras         :"cr  the  s&rar&l&l 

ana   ^uuli.it^    pro       ......  .  ible  tan  the   ee  ft  of 

idi.       .  ..-jjette  Dev   ...     at    ana  Industrial   Co      Lesion.  :'-.   4    ots, 

a&rsrti&J    -.  in  trade  papers  and   copy  for  boa&lata  h^ve    ■  ..   <3 

ana  oved,    ftBd  trit?   prograsi  supervised, 

Tne  interest   in  agricultural  fair*  •     .        da  Dtion  is  as  keen 
ever,    and  -these  activities  ha  ye  ctone  much  to  aid   the  way  effort  and  to 
keep   up  the  morale  of  cur  people, 

*$  *  £  *##,#!  ******  *$*  **  *  **  *** 


on 
AFlAifl    INBPECTIOa 

July   I,    19/,:    -  Tune    30,    1944 

by 
Dr.    Burton  I.    Betes,   Chief  Apiary   I-      *  ctor 

****  ■     ■      K    *   ****** 


During    the    1943   season,    auia.ry   in:       .1:      was   -5    continue,  of 

t  of  the   preTiom  r.      Inspection  v  ^rticul     _      '  itensi    i 

in  Berkshire  County,    togethex    .  ith   considerable    "rtiens  of  Franklin, 
Hampshire  and  Hampden  Counties.     Much  of  Norfolk  C.unty  as  well   as 
some  adjacent   tovms  v.ere   &.lso   inspected.         LI   critical    easel 
came   to    the   attention  of  the  Departaeftt    ml  handled.      Current   limi- 
tations,  however,    precluded   any  inspection  or  the   expansion  of  tin 
inspection  in   some    quarters  of  the  Lt-tt.        sea.   conditions  merely 
pot  -.    _  .;e   the  ultimate,    system    tic   inspection  of   the   entire  State 
soon  as  economic   conditions  v.ill   permit  it. 

Specifically,   ?13   calls  on   beekeepers  *ere  made.     One  hundred 
fifty-nine   colonies  were   found   diseased   vith  American  Fouler        .      Three 
inspections  included  a   call   6t   apiaries      vere  fene   diee  ess 

found  the  previous  year.     Those  apiaries  where  the    gee keeper       ;>nrently 
had  succeeded  in  elimln  the   Ail  I  ere  released  from     u  -r  sat  I  as* 

In  other  cubes,    further  measures  for   suppression  of  the   dis-  were 

recommtnaed. 

Fortunately,   no   severe  outcropping  of   dii  :ijccov-. -•     .      The 

inert  ••;  ed  burden   of   vsoric,    experienced   by   everyone,    has  a  tendency   to 
minimize  the  normal         ant  of  care  sMea  the   beekeeper  cm  Is 

colonies.     This   results  in  some   instances   in  the   presence  of   bee   dise.se 
going  undiscovered  by  the   hard-versing   beekeeper  thereby   permitting   the 
diseuce   to   gelfi  a  more    extensive   foothold   thsn   normally. 
in  Massachusetts  appear  to   be  under  reasonable   control;    beekeepers  like- 
wise are  reasonably  successful  despite  the  eoaplleaeee  current  Ltiee, 

********  *♦* 


I  Ofil 
of    the 
BTATi        CLAHATIQB   BOAfiJ 

July  1,    1943  -  June    ?0,    19U 

by 
George  R.   5t rat ton,    Secretary 

The  principal  proolem.  in  ircs^uito   control  work  during  the  fiec  1 
year  ly£4  aas  been   due  to  the  greet   shortage  of   laL>or.     Werr   it   net   for 
the  possibility  of  working   a  smaller  cre\&  for  the   entire  ye?.r  in  the 
Cape  Cod  project   area,    then  a  larger   »1W  for   I   shorter   season  would  have  been 
necessary;      and   it  was       our  good  fortune  to   secure       sufficient    Labor 
to  do  the  emergency  maintenance  work   in  the  majority  of  the   se^coast 
com,  unities.      It   would   be   eviaent   that   in  war   tl^es,    at   least,   work  of 
this  nature   in  peacetime   cc:r:/unities  would    be   sliscrt   impossible,    in   suite 
of  the  r^ct  that  a  larger  number  of  localities  than  usual   have  shown 
t  keen  Interest  in  nos-jiito   control  work,    but  leek  of  manpower  h-s   ren- 
dered it   out   of  the   ,,ufcstion  to  undertake  any  new  constructive  \  crk.     Iwen 
in  the  large   successful  Cape  Cod  project,   which  is  generally  veil   eouipned 
i  ith  laoor  and  funds,   the  work  has   been  largely  confined  to  maintenance 
of  ditches  previously   const ructed,\dth  s  large  reduced  oiling  program  for 
certain  of   the   fresh-water  ^reas- 

In  the  maintenance  work  of  a  few  of  the   ser.  coast    towns  end   cities 
on  projects  other  than  the  Cape  Cod  projects,   it   was   3        ssiolv   to   secure 
Up  lauor,    and  the  iri:intenance  work  ve   n-ve  always   Deen  able  to   oerform 
annually   has  had  to   be  held  over  for  another  year  with    *   very  serious 
problem   confronting  ue  as  to  the   possibility   of   securing  any      ere   help 
in  1945*      Fortunately,   this   co:-jr:lete   shortage  has  taken      1    ce  only   in   a 
•tall  percentage  of   the  towns   concerned. 
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In  many  ways  the  past  ye:-  has  been  a  cueier  one  than  usual  for  the 
supervising  person  el.  More  ground  has  h  d  to  be  covered  by  one  man 
with  less  facilities  for  travelling,  and  fever  MB  trained  in  the  v-ork  to 
use  as  foremen.    !  also  neve  had  many  requisitions  for  surveys  m       --Vvice 
from  these  wbo  previously  had  not  been  particularly  interested  in  the 
proDleaw  In  many  of  these  cases  the  underlying  idea  has  been  to  prepare 
for  mosquito  control  v,ork  as  a  postwar  program,  and  the  idea  seems  to 
have  met  v.ith  general  approval.  These  inquiries  add  to  the  burden  of  cur 
vorfc,  because  the  people  concerned  would  like  to  have  us  make  surveys  :-t 
once  of  the  breeding  areas  and  also  present  plans  for  carrying  cut  the 
*ork  after  the  war  has  terminated.  This  has  brought  on  a  great  amount  of 
field  work,  because  on  one  hand  we  ere  trying  to  carry  on  the  usual  work 
uith  undermanned  crews  and  at  the  same  time  trying  to  make  surveys  :n6 
more  or  less  definite  plans  for  carrying  on  the  work  in  a  new  field.  All 
indications  point  to  an  enlarged  program  of  mosquito  control  work  when 
the  war  is  over. 

The  Board  has  had  many  demands  from  the  Army  and  Navy  personnel  no 
the  Puolic  Health  Service  of  the  Federal  government  in  their  efforts  to 
guard  against  the  spread  of  naiaria  in  the  vicinity  of  Federal  camps 
and  hospitals.  The  Board  has  been  happy  to  cooperate  in  this  work,  and 
our  efforts  have  been  much  appreciated. 

In  spite  of  difficulties,  the  usual  program  of  the  Board  has  been 
carried  forward.  The  Cape  Cod  project,  ct.- .prising  fifteen  towns  in 
Barnstable  County,  has  carried  en  the  usual  maintenance  vork  and,  vhile 
the  amount  of  oiling  was  somewhat  reduoed,  the  area  wss  e     octorily 
covered.   Some  progress  in  the  control  of  fresh-water  breecinr  species 
was  again  attained. 
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Mansonia  Penturuans  still  presents  the   re  test  problem  of  ros  uito 
control  on  the  Cape.      ;  r,  sit!)  .    iiS  of  the  superintendent  ana 
entomologist  in  Wile  project  who  have  given  considerable  study  as    ie 
many  experiments  with  this  type  of  mosquito,  we  have  »et  with  fair  success, 
The  expenditures  for  the  Cape  Cod  project  for  the  fiscal  fear  1944  were 
133,157-81. 

In   the  Nantucket  project,  because  of  an  absolute  shortage  of  labor, 
it  was  found  impossible  to  do  any  work  to  speak  of  during  the  fiscal 
year.  The  town  made  its  usual  appropriations  and  the  r^cmey  has  been 
deposited  with  the  State  Treasurer,  so  that  the  ditching  may  be  restored 
as  soon  as  labor  is  available.  The  expense  of  the  Nantucket  project  for 
the  fiscal  year  1944  was  §1^3.26. 

The  prcject  for  the  town  of  Selmont ,  in  spite  of  the  shortage  of 
laoor,  was  sore  active  than  usual.   a„uite  extensive  oiling  was  carried 
on,  covering  :rore  area  than  ever  before;  and  the  expense  for  the  fiscal 
year  was  $761*01. 

In  the  maintenance  work,  which  is  where  the  shortage  of  labor  applied 
particularly,  mGst  of  the  towns  were  able  to  carry  on  to  cover  it  least 
a  portion  of  the  ditching,  which  is  usually  cleaned  annually.   In  several 
of  the  towns  the  work  was  kept  up  to  the  regular  percentage  of  accomplish- 
ment, and  in  all  but  four  of  the  towns  some  efforts  were  siade  to  «erry  on 
the  work.  The  expense  of  the  maintenance  work  for  the  fiscal  ye'ir  1944 

was  |24,506.91. 

The  Reclamation  Board  had  charge  of  the   supervision  of  the  work  in 
these   various  projects   ai   well  as  the  work  of   responding  to  the  many 
requests  for  surveys   and   advice,      Ixpenditure   for  the  fiscal  year  1^44 
*as  49,019.74. 
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v  DEPA  NT  OH-  AGhJuv., 

To    the    honor  ^le  te   and  house   of   Representatives: 


In   compliance  vath   the  provisions  of  Chapter  126   of  the  General 
Law*,   1    jm  malting  herewith  the    report   for  the  Department  of     Agri- 
culture for  the  period  from  Jaa..    1,   1944  to  June   30,  1945* 

Re  sp eet fully  euftnl 1 1 0 &  , 


o.  .  lssioner 


Acting,  Commissioner  -  Louis  A.    Vebater,    Biaekstone    (through   3/22/45) 

(military   substitute   Tor  Mark  R.   Galushe,  Mlliamstov.-n) 

Commissioner  -  Jreaoric^:  £«    Cole,   A.:herst    (ac   gv   3/^3/45) 

I 
Advisory  ^oard 

Robert  0.    Cobb,   Concord  Term  expires  Ja   a   ry  31,  1946 

Arthur  ii,    Howard |   Pittsfield  Term  txpires  January  31,  1946 

entered  military   service 

Dece-         ,   1943 

Milton  0.    Allen,   NewtOS  Term  expires  family  31,  1947 

Vernon  D,   Mud^ett,   Lancaster  fen  expires  January  31,  1947 

V.itold   J.   miselk,   fiardwioH       Term  expires  January  31,  194^ 

wi  pliant  Richards,    Sanation       Tern,  expires  January  31,  1948 

Jillis  At wood   01    Carver  served  the   unexpired  term  of  John  Suraley 
of  Barmetable,    deceased,    from  August    30,   194/,   *->o  January  31,   1945* 

Michael  Skloiski   of   Sunderland  served  on  the  Board  to  January   31,   1945. 

Divisions 

Dairying  &  Animal  liusoandry     Director,  Lester  T.  Tompkins.  .Lssex 

Livestock   Die  Control  Director,   Karric   ft*  Peirce,  Medfoid 

Markets  cancy   in  directorship 

Hi  Ik  Control  Director,   Joseph  C.    Cort,   Hcpkinton 

Ass't   Director,   •Terr     Band*   Jr.,  Needham 
Plant  Pc^i   Control  3c  Fairs       Director,   Alfred  "ft.   Lo-.oard,   Arlington, 

through  5/#45 

Asa*  t   Director,    ^uincy  8*    Dowry,    Canton 


Stair  Of  rices 
Apiary  Inspection 


Chief  Apiary  Inspector,   burton  N.   Gates, 

Worcester 
8r,    Bonding  Investigator,  James  h.   Collins 

_  rooxcline 
becfy»   George  R«   otratton,   Hopkinton 
Bdward  bright,   Department   of  Public  health,   Chairman 
ftienard  K.   hale,   Department  of  Puclic  Works 
Daniel  J.    Cur  ran,   Department   of  Agriculture    (on  military  leave) 


3  .ing  &  Licensing  of 
Mi_Lk  Dealers 
Reelamation  Board: 


iuiPuuT  -^  rah,  co^g^biviNhu 

Fiscal  Your  July   1.    191A  -  June   30.   Ufc| 

The  following  report  is  prepared  on  the  basis  of  ocoupancy  of  the 
commissi one rship  from  March  ^3  until  the  end  of  the   fiscal  year.     It 
reflects  conditions   during  the  entire  year  of  operation. 

Another  wartime  year  has  been  concluded  with  great er-than-ever 
production  under  extremely   difficult   conditions-     Snort  &&■■-;■<  of  supplies, 
equipment  and  labor  have  made  the  total  effort  of   farm  people   all  the 
more  to   oe  honored*     This  report  covers  the  wozfe  of  the  Department  in 
its  service  to  an  industry  for  which  the  whole   country   can  be  proud. 
Production 

The  year  ending  June  30,   1945  saw  the  end  of  the  fighting  in 
Europe  and  the  continued  effort  to   bring  the  war  in  the  Pacific  to  a 
successful  conclusion. 

Labor  supplies  were  increasingly   scarce,   particularly   skilled 
laborers  for  dairy    and  poultry   farms  whose  farm  training  made  them 
very  valuable   to   other  industries*     High  school  boys  and  girls*   part- 
time  and   factory  workers  ana  an  unprecedented  effort  on  the  part  of 
farm  people  enabled  the  production  and  harvesting  of  exxps  with 
remarkably  little  waste,     iiense,    sincere  trioute  is  due  the  courage, 
wisdom  and   fortitude  of  the  whole  agricultural   industry   for  the  accom- 
plishments of  the  year. 

The  hay  and  grain  shortage  of   the   rail  of  1944  eaustd  a  reduction 
in  the  numuer  of  livestock  and  poultry.     Other  supplies  were   short, 
such  as  baling  wire  and  ties,    and  increased  the  hazards  of  production, 
i^uipmfcnt   was  distinctly  limited  and  there  was  not   enough  new  equipment 
available   to   replace  th<--t  which  was  worn  out. 
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In  total,  the  numoer  of  dairy  cows  decreased  slightly  during  the 
year.  Poultry  am;,  o  era  continued  to  climb  to  B*S*  than  five  and 
three-quarters  millions  on  farms  January  1,  194S   Cranoerriea  were 
light  in  1944.  Potato  production  increased.  Hay  was  light. 

All  in  all,  the  production  in  the  Commonwealth  during  the  year 
broke  Ul  previous  records  as  far  as  total  food  production  is  concerned. 
Tnis  vaa  done  under  very  difficult  conditions  end  represents  the 
greatest  of  efforts  engendered  oy  a  patriotic  nnd  humanitarian  desire 
to  do  tdl  that  was  possible  on  the  farm  to  oring  an  early  end  to  the 
fighting  in  World  War  II. 
Marketings 

The  demand  for  farm  products  from  the  farms  of  the  Commonwealth 
continued  to  exceed  the  supply.  This  was  due  to  ooth  unusual  demand 
for  prosecuting  the  war  directly  and  to  an  increased  demand  on  the  part 
of  the  workers  in  the  war  effort  at  home.  Prices  under  the  control  of 
the  Federal  government  brought  some  hardships  but,  on  the  whole,  were 
oeneficial,  because  the  prices  of  the  supplies  purchased  oy  farmers 
>,ere  also  held  down.  The  lack  of  a  comprehensive  allocation  plan, 
particularly  of  grain,  however,  placed  cur  producers  at  a  disadvantage 
in  the  market. 

Competition  with  other  regions  in  the  marketing  of  cur  crops  and 
livestock  production  was  at  a  minimum,  due  to  the  great  demand  for 
food  in  the  country.  A  statement  of  the  Gash  £'arm  Marketings  follows 
this  part  of  the  report. 

Farm  debts  decreased  slightly  during  the  yea:v  with  a  very  moderate 
increase  in  operating  capital.  The  reduction  in  farm  debts  represents 

in  part  a  change  of  soil  fertility,  fences,  care  of  the  land,  equipment 
and  ouildings  which  have  not  been  replaced,  due  to  fcar-tiice  conditions. 
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Returns  to  farmers  have  increased  &url8$  the  war  but  are  sti^i.  short 
of  Deiiie;  aae^u^te. 
Cesar  t-usnt  Operations 

The  Division  cf  Dairying  and  Animal  Husbandry  carried  cut  its 
functions  creditably  *ith  a   :>ree  reduced  cy  wartime  conditions.  The 
bum  inspection  load  was  greater  than  normal,  due  to  shifts  in  marketing 
operations,  in  turn  due  to  grain  shortages  and  mi  lie  shortages  auring  the 
year. 

Livestock  disease  control  was  carried  on,  parti cul&rly  in  relation 
to  bovine  tuberculosis,  with  a  reduced  service  from  both  the  salaried 
and  per  diem  veterinarians,  in  the  best  possible  manner.  The  increased 
movement  of  cattle,  due  to  wartime  activities,  has  seriously  affected 
the  disease  control  program.  Stricter  regulations,  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  interstate  shipment  of  cattle,  ^re  inevitaole. 

The  Division  of  Markets  maintained  its  price  information  service 
during  the  year  and  rendered  additional  service  to  government  ouyers 
operating  in  the  area.  The  increased  certification  of  fruits  and 
vegetable*  was  outstanding  as  a  service  cf  the  Division,  Full  coopera- 
tion was  extended  the  Federal  government  in  the  food  purchasing  programs. 
Lack  of  help  ana  suitable  office  machinery  made  the  operation  i^ore 
difficult  than  necessary. 

Inseot  pests  and  plant  diseases  ere  no  respecters  of  the  busy  efforts 
of  man.  Increased  demand  for  inspection  and  control  services  were  met 
with  available  manpower  in  the  best  possible  manner.  The  Golden  Nematode 
which  hac  mude  its  appearance  on  Long  Itiund,  New  York,  is  a  very  serious 
threat  to  the  potato  production  in  thie  btate.  A  survey  failed  to  revel 
an  infestation,  *,hi  ch  gives  a  reprieve  to  oecome  better  organized  to 
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fight  its  spread.   Dutch  1|*  Disease  continues  it*  insidious  spread, 
in  spite  of  the  oest  icnown  controls.  luropeaa  Corn  Sorer  continues  its 
ravages.  The  necessity  for  improving  the  attention  and  facilities  for 
pest  oontrol  is  apparent.  Ispeclal  attention  must  be  given  this  part 
of  the  agricultural  effort. 

Apiary  inspection  continued  with  a  much  reduced  inspection  force* 
The  prevalence  of  bee  diseases  is  on  the  increase,  due  to  a  lack  of 
help  on  the  farm  and  in  the  inspection  service. 

The  law  covering  the  oonding  and  licensing  of  milk  dealers  was 
enforced  v»lth  an  ever  improving  situation,  both  in  regard  to  coverage 
of  mil*c  sold  ana   in  the  form  of  securities  piaoed  with  the  Jonding 
Section. 

A  farm  414  Bure&u  for  Veterans  was  established  under  legislation 
enacted  during  the  year  to  assist  veterans  desiring  information  con* 
cerning  the  purchase  and  operation  of  farms.  The  function  of  this 
Bureau  is  primarily  the  coordination  of  existing  servioea  in  the  8*%t« 
on  the  State,  county  and  town  level  end  in  handling  the  requests  for 
assistance  by  those  coming  to  the  Department. 

The  general  administration  proved  to  be  difficult,  vdth  a  lack  of 
help  and  machines  necessary  to  an  efficient  operation  of  an  office  of 
this  size.  Much  available  information  is  unused  because  it  cannot  be 
tabulated,  analyzed  and  distributed  for  the  use  of  the  industry.  Further* 
more,  the  control  of  the  office  and  inspection  forces  is  also  handicapped 
by  the  lack  of  these  machines. 

The  entire  force  of  the  Department  if?,  to  ue  oo^mended  for  its 
effort  to  render  the  maximum  service  under  existing  concisions  to  an 
industry  doing  its  utmost  to  provide  needed  food. 

The  detailed  reports  of  the  Divisions  and  staff  offices  follow  this 
statement. 
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Mubsachusetts?      Cash  Beoeiota   from  gam  Marketings  -   19^4 
Crops; 

D  lit  9 

Hay 
Tobacco 

Apples 

Peaches 

Pears 

Grapes 

Cranberries 

btra^oerries 

Other  fruits  }J 

Truck,  crops 

Potatoes 

Maple   sugar  ana  syrup 

oi&r*'  2/ 


Livecvc  ok  &&d  Products: 
Cattle  and   calves 

fche&jj  a&g  l&»be 

£§g»   (chicken) 

Commercial  broilers 

BhioSteAis 

Tui  fcey« 

Leiry  products 

Wool 

Other  poultry         J/ 

Other  ,4/ 

Total   crops  and    Livestock 

Government   payments 

Grand  total 


#2 , 000 

854,000 

1,86^,000 

4,610,000 

134,000 

80,000 

7,000 

3,641,000 

1,857,000 

270,000 

17,050,000 

5,535,000 

196,000 

U.61Q.QW 

U7, 930, 000 

#4,406,000 

3,418,000 

^5,000 

31,029,000 

3,917,000 

13,115,000 

1,702,000 

33,500,000 

19,000 

1,163,000 

flliWQ. 

#9^i 365 ,PGQ 

1140,295,000 

«-«.**» 

1145,887,000 


Other  oerriea  and  miscellaneous  fruits. 

forest,  nursery  and  greenhouse  products. 

Ducks,  geese,  guineas,  pigeons,  ^uail  and  pheasants, 

Horses,  mules,  honey,  beeswax  and  bees. 


. 


• 
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A_; lajj  Reuort 

ffiacol  Yeur  Jul.    1.    1^  -  June    30.    1   ^5 

nalry   Inspection 

Tne  last  fiscal  year  founa  us   seriously  overloaded  with 

,•&  fro:;::  ail   sides,   yet   we  tanked  the   Joj   nits  the   determination 
not   to   let   the   victory  effort   down.     The   jod  to   he  dene   wag  to 
iceep  the   food   flowing  to   con&UK.er   channels.     That   food    .  in— 

cipally   dairy    and  poultry  products,    lamb   and   oeef.     The    latter 
products   -tre  produced  in  our  Commonwealth  in  a  very   limited  a  cunt, 
as  far   us   tot-ul    consumer  cercand   is   concerned.      However,    every    con- 
tribution,   no    matter   ho*    small,    wai   sincerely   appreciated. 

The  de        .   for  the  approval  of  nee  farms  to  meet   the  need 
for   dairy    products,   particularly  milk   filtering  through   the  market 
outlets  within  the  GeiOBOttweaAthj   was   si -ply   enormous*      Such  appro- 
val  is   Cased  upon  an  inspection  of   conditions   surrounding  the   pro- 
duction of   the  mil*,     our  territo^,    during   th-  ,    .  in 

embraced  those   dairy   farms  located  within  the   Cor QBwealth  and  parts 

of   the  six  contiguous  states.     There  were  21*023  dairy   i       U    - 

the    aforesaid    ai     -    inspected    jy  the   State*      lfc'hil      ,,.ere   wt.re    several 

pert-tin*  turn,  during  the  yeara    the  equivalent  or  ten  full-tim«  men 

reported  inspections  performed  by   the  Division,     Of   t  _    that 

ie  under  the   inspection   cy  mil:   inspectors  or  agents   of   local 

.cards  of   health,    there   v,ere   2,353    reported   &jr   32  local  ;..en.      Of 

the    aforesui,         iries   inspected  oy   the  State,    22}  wer«   suspended 

afuer  holding   200   hearli         :o   date]  ai    e   that   the   suspensions  should 

oe  placed  upon   them.      Of  the    2 .  .       irflM    suspended,    201  L    ..er 

instated*      There  has  re   cut   in  tr  unt  of  work  re- 

ported to  the  hi  vision  from  BUftloipal  men   since  the  outbreak  of  ti,e  war. 


^. 


Our  Mfc    i'orce  was   skeletonized  aue   to    the   w^r.     toe   b*4  :^en 
a  worKed  for   a  urie     period   only  to    reel  they    Should  go   into  V 
pl^nt    v.ork   or   prepare   to    en  rvice.      The       I    rting  of  SB 

takes   time    fop   ther    to    hecc  ;cu£tc.:_ed  tc   the    routine  Htl     L«r  of 

handling   our  v.crk    and   re -aires  the   time   of  one  of  OUT   r<r      l*f  ...en 
tc   trin  -  /aits.      We   were  net    successful   in   ftji  en  1 

llllng  to    consider  cur  work    due    to   the   lucrative  Iticns 

availuoie   in  war  industries. 

The   St^te   Cars  that   we   used  in  IMl   service   had   seen  a  gre  it 
deed   of   service.     They  were  1938,   1939   and  1*4.0  models   with  well 
over  100,000  -lies  of   u-eage  on  mc^t   of  them.     These    I      I    have   given 
fre-.jUv.at   trouble,   thus   interrupting  the   work. 

Milt;  plants  jurnin^  down  or  equipment  wearing  out  h~ve  ***« 
other  items  giving  trouble,  _£  have  also  oeen  the  ■  :jay  farm  equip- 
ment   failures,    storm   damage   and  iaoor  i    crtage. 

The   aforesaid  problems   wc  si  •    seed   to    tf    I   long   line   of 
ex  cut    i     .or   the  work  not    oeiri-   effectively    cc      .ted.      1    •.  ish  to 
assure  you  they    are  not    excuses   out    genuine   problems  that   Lid   to 
I*  wm%t    and  I    b*.V«    oy  no  means   listed  them  all.     However,    all  were 
summarily    dealt    witfc   tc    the    end  t,         ss   cam6   through  with  no 
seri. us   shortage   of  milk,   no  peiaemic,    and  vith  cur   consumer  element 
-ringing  Mtft  nilx  than   k|   any  time   in  the   history  of  the   dairy 
ousines.  . 

Trioute   is   due,    and   here.  u,    to  the   sou        .,   wiscc.     _nd 

fortituae   of   ail  the  m«S  from  the  producer,    trusker,    plant   opera- 
ting  ere..,    taak  truciiman,    etc.    who   have  helped  to  keep   the  Bilk 
(lOwin    .      1   c:xso   wish   to  pay    trioute   to   the   inspectors,    quality 
mt    the   field  .tn  of  Milk   handling   co-panics,    the   laboratory  men, 


}• 


ill   who   old   their    bit    to    .  roduet   of   a   sufficiently   high 

quality  was  asse.uied   to  Mftft   tr  iitar>  civill    ^     <eed   in 

cur   cc:     u  .  eas. 

We   anticipate,    upon  trie   eaain*-    cf   the  war,    that   we   shall 
ve  to   re  •   a  D  W  of   things   to  make   a   co-isiaer.-ole   improve- 

EXft    in   i:..      ,  dla  su^,  rvisiar,.      Thtse    'Xaeticns   will   affect 

the    :         irf    fefet   trucker  who  transports   his  ailfe*    the   plants  where 
it    is   *fefttatti*4         I    the   transportation  unite   from   tne   country  to 
the    city. 

As    ,u.iified  men   are   available   who   desire   to   enter  cur 
service,    they   will   be  I  iced  until  our   full   force   ie  obtained.     Our 
men   ax*   ail   tsx-service  men  who   are   aring  and,    oherefore,   subject 
to  B£9*   illness   una  lost   time.      1    oelieve  **   B&ottll   have   sup^leinen- 
t-;y    personnel    do    safe*    <ip  the   loat   time   gflpl    caused    toy   illness   and 
vacations    in  order   that   the   product   to    fe«  protected  will   fcara   full- 
t  i  m    su  pa  f  vi  si  on* 

I    furtu^r   coffiiiiena   for  the   attention  or   the  Commission   ^nd 

In  i  nit it  rati  ve  officials   the    study   of  equipment   in  our  office   to 

enajle  ua  to   evaluate  the  records  received   for  the   fine   information 

that   is    coat  |&*4  therein.      Such   equipment    should   also    enable  us 

to   complete  more   rapidly   the    functions  necessary   to  the   r*{  ;ring 

of   each   producer  and  dealer* 

Poultry  ,1.0 ik    - 

The  new   poultry   grade  Known  as  Massachusetts  Ap/.- roved 

Pullcrum  Clean  hae    oeen  used  to   a  c-er  extent,    largely    as   the 

result   cf   a  greater   aemand   for  hatching  eg   e   nnA    dab;,    cnicKS  fr 

ouyera   outside  of   tne   State,     Massacnuset ts   is   cooperating  with   t 

Feueral   ,  ■,  .      nmtut   in  a  program  .cao.»n   as   II        tat  ion  el  Poultry 
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Improve        -    Pi^n.     Poultry  a  en  in  other  Statef  arc    takin      •  .vait..,,c 

ci'   this  program,    vxich  hM  a  direct    tie     mg  ca  M ttt    .  ■■.-*«.&• 

In  order  for    ci  ,-oi-c-tate   eeoperatora  to   enjoy   ofiiciul 

recognition  ft   their  floods,    tfce]    ..uet    buj    from   flock:  |         rs  wao 
<.l^o  baft  official   status,      bince  Mi         »h*eetta   baa   a  national 
reput-tion  for   its   breeding   ana  its   difl    M    -Tree   stocK   and   since 
Massachusetts   is   a   Dig  exporter  of   |ab      euieks   ana   batoning   eg^s, 
it   is   to   it.         vantage   to   participate   in  the  National  Poultry 
Improvement   Plan   and  to  use   the   grades  eetabXiene6  for   that   pur- 
pose.     Our  poultry'   iiaprov  Bi  I  much   to  do   with  the 
nation:.!    reputation  our  poult  rymen  enjoy  a&4  it    has  much  to  do  with 
the    high  income    received  for  poultry   and   eggg«     A© cording  to  the 
United  State!  Crop  Reporting   Service,  Maaaachueettc  in  1944  hud  a 
gross   income   of   itc, 146s, 000   for  egge    -  altry,    including  turkeys. 
This  record  Inntno   places   the    poultry   industry    at    the   head  of   the 
list   of   rang   cc -OiOditics    .  h^a  rated   according   to   their   cash  value. 
In  1944  our   Mwery   of  Record  of  Performance  Puilorum  Clean 
work  shows  that  sixteen  breeders  participated  In  &ha  higheet  poultry 
yreedin^   and    eiee-.e-frec   grade*     These    oreeders  kept    73»571  pullets. 
Of  this  number,    14,9-4   oirds  v>ere   entered  as   candidates  in  h.O.r, 
*0Xk«      At   the    aad  of  the   year  6,474    uirds    qualified   ror  the   highest 
grade*      The   ave            annual   eg,-   production  of  these   dirds  was  260*22 
•«     The   average  egg  weight   wai   ^6,10  ounces  per  dozen,    and  the 
II  ge   jody   weight   was   6«J8   pannes.      These   oreeders  aa&e  a   very 
definite   contrioution   toward   the   national    reputation  which  I 
chue    ttl    enjoys i      According   to    the   government   production   records, 
idasw  .chusetts   r*uite   often  has   the   highest   average   egg  production 
record  per   ^ird  for  all  btates.     T:us  year,    however,    it   is   second,- 
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with  an  average  production  of   1H   e,     l  per   oird,    or  one   lets  egg 
than   t.  ith   the    highest    arsj  for   the    count r   . 

-ighteen    jrt-        ,-s    |tl  er  Ibi    second   highest    oroeding 

and  aistast-f ret-  si^e,  known  _t  ^.ctiucriusttts  Certified  Pullorum 
Clean,  and  thirty  ^uali;i-d  under  the  t..'rd  slasoifl  cation,  ^nowi 
as  Massachusetts  roved  Puilorum  Clean. 

In    addition  to   the    4-.jove  officially    recognized  partial pants 

in  the    oree.  i...t  -ove^ent    SrOfil  —  #    there  were   ever   30J    chicken  and 

turke>    ^lock   owners  who   h-d  a  pullorum-f ree   rating. 

Poult iv  Transportation  fcaj 

A  record  na.ucr  of  licenses  were  issued  t..  i    r  due   to   I 

Impetus   cr    I  |  i  us  factors   created   by   th  r.     An  inert  in 

poultry   prices   stimulated  poultry    thieving,   which   in   turn  meant   mora 
rigilaaes  on  the  part  of  the  Mate  Police.     A  ohange  in  the  usual 
trading    bm  the  us  ^ae   it   necessary   ior   soi<;e   store-keepers  to      o 
direst    to   i         3    to   ma&e   purchases  of   poultry*     Transportation  licenses 

re  thereoy    W  jaired   oy   these   store  owners.      During   this   fiscal  year 
774  licenses  were  issued  to  persons  larly   engaged  in  the   business 

of   juying  and   selling  poultry, 


Poultry  Tattooing 

This  program  also   receive a   ft   Stlmui  .    suit   of   high 

prices   for  poultry,      black  ■SxlCSt   operations  IB  -gency 

poultry    seizure  law  also   were   contri outing    i-ctors.  Many   tattoo 
outfits  were  puroan sod   by  pcultrymen  who  registered  their  indivi- 
dual  coae  number  with  the   state  Police  through  this  Department « 


During   the    SSYers   hay'    ana    grain   Shi  .<:    of   the   fall  of 

1944  the   livestock    oranch  of   our  Industry   toe         ,ite  a  severe 
punishment.      A  great  ^any    sheep  and    ueef  cattle,   not    vitally   needed 
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for   oret  a  ug  or   as   i  sto c-c ,         re   sacrificed  tc    the  me:*t  trade. 

Etoreei   Ml    vitdilly   neeuea  in  the   performance  of  v.o  I ■'«:   fttrt   sold  or 
put   out   of   the  way   to   save  all  the   hay   and  feed  possiole. 

The   division   curled  on   itl   v.ork   of  assist!:!,;   anc    advising 
such   individuals   as  re.u   I  ,ed  such   help  in  oe»nnoe6l#a   with  their 
livestock  oper-ti- .-is.     Meetings  were   conducted  and  associatic :.b 
listed  in   control  or  p robotic     l    ..e  ic. 

Wool   assembled   t>y   the  "Wool  Fool  Ml   sola   to  mi_j.s  using  the 
a  one  for  military   nee  as.     The    eeXl   ej    such  wool  was  arranged  for 
_.._eu,.h    :ne   ui  vision,    do  it   satlefeotloa  Of   all  growers* 

It   is   hoped  tnat    oy   the  next   .  sing  year  the  war  will   have 

won  and   tee  weiring  of   virgin  wool   Dlankets  for   the   grovers  of  wool 

aln  ee  taken  up.     Incidentally,   the  m      rrielon  and  general 
wjueege&ent  of   the  Massachusetts  Bool  Pool  has  ^:  n  n.otivated  throu  . 
the   Division   ror   twenty-five  .         e«     The  if  it  a   accruing  to 

farmers   ay  the   el  jet  net  ion  of   unfair  j  -ricin^  of   their  wool,    the 
improved  method  of  -.Ding   that  wool,    etc.,    have   run  into  iaany 

thcus^nds  of    dollars. 

1    relieve  we  will   -jUicklv    see   a   renewal  of   the    interest   in 
-    ial   ,u.f  eat tie  at  the  level  of  or  beyond  where  it  was  just 
prior  to   the    e&  rtag*  of  hay   ana   ..cneentrates.     As   soon  ae  such 
supplies   ere    -    lift   availajle,    certain  pecoie   are    sure   tc   again 
ie%uiri         -t-pioaucing   stock.     The  meat   retionl&e  P^c  ,    the   fccne 

freezer  unite,    the    couUfcUuity   locker   £   orage  plants  -  all   are    baee4 
up^n  such   home  production. 

Qwj    M  vision  jeen   int  ,td  in  ana  net  with   individuals, 

well   -.^      e;upS|    to   coneia.r  the  present   ana   future  potentiali- 
ties of  the   preservation  of   foods   e\    the   Qjii ck- deep- f re f zing 


pn>Oftftft<      1    oelieve  we   will    je   dOJ         ft  gr«at    d      I      ore   nrlth  this 

thoi  of  prftftorTfttioHf 

An  exhiolt   of    a   fre  >iftet   suited  to   hom«   use   v 

featured  in   co^eecicn  v.ith    the   xirookton  Fair.      It  v.  9%   the 

success  it    could  bare    be eft  with  a  demonstrator  in  attendance  who 

3  thoroughly   versed  in  the    compete  details,    step    oy    step,   of  pro- 
UK  tion,    preparation   and   stor,.  l   of  feces   oy   deep   freezing, 

Luring   the   year  the  Division  aiued  149  persons   to  obtain 
facts,    locate  new  stock   or  givt    odviee  as   to   types    nad   creeds  usu  .1 
to    the   need  outlined. 

1   have  ftJLrft   &3    notea  an  upsv.ing  in  the   plans  Tor  improvements,  i 

for   herd  expansion,    herd   improvement    and   general   dairy   conditions 
ftttOAg   dftliy    fftXMt      I    o-elieve  the    next   „e--r,    with   the   war  picture 
cleared,    will   see   cur  dairy    l&dufttry    tftd   our   control  work  alike 
restored  to   its  near  normal  plane. 

Director 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
DIVISION  OF  LIVESTOCK  DISEASE  CONTROL 


REPORT 


JULY  1,  1944  -  JUNE  30,  1945 


■ 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIVISION  OF  LIVESTOCK  DISEASE  CONTROL 


JULY  1,  1944   -   JUNE  30,  1945 


To  the  Commie a ioner  of  Agriculture: 

The  report  of  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control 
for  the  fiscal  year  July  1,  1944  to  June  30,  1945,  inclusive, 
is  herewith  submitted. 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ftftftft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  # 

On  July  7,  1944  Doctor  Winfield  Scott  Stone,  appointed 
August  4,  1943  under  provisions  of  Chapter  447,  Acts  of  1943 
as  Assistant  Director  of  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease 
Control,  resigned  to  accept  a  similar  position  with  the 
New  York  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  his  home  State. 

-;:-  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ftftftft  ft  ft  ft  -:;-  ft  ft 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  sixty-eight  (8,668)  or 
34  3/10;"  of  the  twenty-five  thousand  two  hundred  fifty  (25,250) 
dairy  cattle  received  interstate  were  of  Canadian  origin. 

####«#  ftftftft  »###«« 

One  hundred  eight  (108)  or  26  4/l0>£  of  the  four  hundred 
nine  (409)  cattle  declared  as  reactors  to  the  tuberculin  test 
were  of  Canadian  origin.  This  subject,  and  Canadian  shipments 
in  general,  were  discussed  at  length  at  a  meeting  of  the 
New  England  Livestock  Sanitary  Association  held  at  the  office 
of  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control  on  June  27,  1945 
at  which  meeting  officials  of  the  New  York  Department  of  Animal 
Industry  and  the  Veterinary  Director  General  of  the  Canadian 
Department  of  Agriculture  were  in  attendance  by  invitation  of 
the  association. 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ftftftft  ft  ft  ft  •;;-  ft  ft 

The  high  percentage  of  "no  visible  lesions"  of  tuber- 
culosis, reported  at  time  of  slaughter  of  reactors  to  the 
tuberculin  test,  continues  of  serious  concern  to  the  Division 
but  is  however  reported  as  also  confronting  livestock  officials 
throughout  the  United  States. 

•  #  •  ft  ft  ft  ftftftft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

There  has  been  no  case  of  rabies  recorded  in  the 
Commonwealth  since  October.  1943,  a  period  of  twenty  (20) 
months,  as  compared  with  a  total  of  seven  (7)  cases  in  the 
year  1943  and  eight  hundred  sixty- two  (862)  in  the  year 
1928. 

ft  ft  «  ft  ft  ft  ftftftft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 
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The  Inspection  of  neat  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  in 
accordance  with  Chapter  129,  Section  19,  General  Laws  and 
the  meetings  of  Inspectors  of  Aninals,  customarily  arranged 
for  each  year,  were  again  postponed  due  to  the  continued 
wartime  restrictions  on  travel  and  the  shortages  of  gasoline 
and  rubber • 

*  «   *  *  •*  #  <tWKHt  ***•&*>* 

The  following  tables  and  data  show  in  detail  the  acti- 
vities of  the  Division  for  the  period  of  this  report,  July  1, 
1944  to  June  .30,  1940,  inclusive. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


K 


Q^k>^.IjO 


HARKTE  «.  PEIRCE,  M.  D.  V. 

DIRECTOR 


BOVINE  TUBERCULOSIS 

(Chapter  219,  Section  33,  General  Laws,  Tercentenary  Edition, 
as  amended  by  Chapter  272,  Acts  of  1934) 

There  were  fourteen  thousand  nine  hundred  ninety-four 
(14,994)  herd  tuberculin  tests,  two  hundred  ten  thousand 
three  hundred  thirty-two  (210,332)  animal  tests  applied  to 
which  four  hundred  nine  (409)  head  of  cattle,  or  19/100  of 
1%$   were  declared  reactors  as  compared  with  fourteen  thousand 
one  hundred  fifty- six  (4,156)  herd  tests;  two  hundred  twenty- 
six  thousand  one  hundred  seventy-six  (226,176)  animal  tests 
and  six  hundred  twenty-eight  (620),  or  26/100  of  %f  reactors, 
in  thecorresponding  period,  June  30,  1943  to  July  1,  1944 • 

One  hundred  eighty  (180;,  or  44$.  of  the  four  hundred 
nine  (409)  cattle  declared  to  be  reactors  were  reported  as 
having  "no  visible  lesions"  of  tuberculosis  at  time  of  slaugh- 
ter. 

The  carcasses  of  ten  of  the  "reactor"  cattle  were 
condemned  at  time  of  slaughter  as  unfit  for  food  purposes 
due  to  "generalized"  tuberculosis* 

One  hundred  eight  (108)  reactor  cattle  were  identified 
as  originating  from  Canada.  Of  that  number  fifty- four  (54) 
were  reported  as  having  "no  visible  lesions"  of  tuberculosis 
when  slaughtered,  and  two  (2)  were  condemned  as  "generalized" 
tuberculosis* 

One  thousand  nine  hundred  thirty-eight  (1,938)  herds 
containing  ten  thousand  one  hundred  fifty-nine  il0,159)  head 
of  cattle,  included  in  the  census  report  of  June  30,  1944, 
were  disposed  of  by  owners  prior  to  the  census  for  the  period 
ending  June  30,  1945. 

Nine  hundred  forty- seven  (947)  herds  in  which  testing 
had  not  previously  been  conducted  and  containing  four  thousand 
one  hundred  thirty- six  (4,136)  head  of  cattle,  recorded  in  the 
following  tables  as  "first  tests,"  are  included  in  the  census 
report  for  the  period  ending  June  30,  1945* 


Tuberculin  tests  are  conducted  by  State  approved 
Federal  accredited  veterinarians  under  a  State  and  Federal 
Co-operative  Plan  for  the  establishment  of  tuberculosis-free 
accredited  herds  and  the  eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  tuberculin  tests  as  made  by 
veterinarians  for  the  twelve  month  period  of  this  report: 

Herds      Head  Reactors 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  State 

on  a  salary  basis       4,120    51,939       62 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  State 

on  a  per  diem  basis      7,904   113,730      231 

Veterinarians  authorized  by 

request  of  and  paid 

by  the  owners  53     1,613       5 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  Federal 

Government  2,909    43.050      111 

14;  904   2l5;33£  305' 
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COUNT*  CENSUS  AND  INFECTION 
(June  30,  1945) 


Herds  of 


Herds 

Head 

Infection 

Three   Head  or  Less 

County 

Herds  Head  Reactors 

Herds 

Head 

Barnstable 

359 

1,485 

288 

452 

Berkshire 

1,836 

25,584 

1 

4 

1 

843 

1,574 

Bristol 

2,023  ! 

22,251 

3 

132 

5 

1,073 

1,859 

Dukes 

110 

512 

73 

120 

Essex 

1,230 

14,544 

4 

457 

7 

599 

1,109 

Franklin 

1,749 

20,886 

2 

75 

21 

718 

1,376 

Hampden 

1,584 

13,111 

1 

55 

3 

885 

1,624 

Hampshire 

1,665 

18,721 

3 

102 

5 

776 

1,411 

Middlesex 

2,057 

21,663 

2 

41 

6 

1,101 

1,989 

Nantucket 

37 

367 

20 

34 

Norfolk 

894 

9,141 

3 

100 

9 

519 

891 

Plymouth 

1,212 

10,804 

2 

72 

5 

777 

1,380 

Suffolk 

11 

139 

7 

11 

Worcester 

4.045 

47.756 

6 

176 

6 

1.879 

3.544 

Total 

18,812 

206,964 

27 

i 

1214 

|  68 

9,558 

17,374 

APPRAISALS 


PUREBREDS 


SEED AMOUM  AVERAGE 


GRADES 

izmw 


HEAD 

"T3  *2, 540.00*195. 38 

27  4,830.00  178.88 

11  2,270.00  206.36 

29  5,975.0Q  206.03 

29  5,730.00  191.58 

35  6,230.00  178.00 

62  12,040.00  194.19 

27  5,345.00  197.96 

37  7,005.00  189.32 

54  9,475.00  175.46 

39  6,905.00  177.05 

14  2.825.00  201.73 


TOTAL 

HEAD     AMOUNT 


AVERAGE 


AVERAGE 


st 

ember 

ber 

caber 

mber 

ary   '4^ 

aary 

b 

i 


4 
2 
6 
4 
3 
3 
1 
4 
3 
1 
1 


*930.00 

550.00 

1,775.00 

1,300.00 

375.00 

300.00 

250.00 

1,175.00 

850.00 

300.00 

350.00 


,232.50 
275.00 
295.83 
325.00 
125.00 
100.00 
250.00 
293.75 
283.33 
300.00 
350.00 


32  ^8.155.00   ^254^84" 


13  ,2, 
31  5, 
2, 

7, 
6, 


13 
35 
33 
38 


540.00 
760.00 
820.00 
750.00 
030.00 
605.00 
340.00 
595.00 
180.00 
325.00 
205.00 
175.00 


65  12, 
28  5, 
41  8, 
57  10, 
40  10, 
15  3 
409 J&2]z    5T0U~   )1728 


,195.38 
185.80 
216.92 
221.42 
213.03 
173.81 
189.84 
199.82 
199.51 
181.14 
255.12 
211.66 


377  v71. 170. 00.188.70 


SALVAGE 


PUREBREDS 


GRADES 


TOTAL 
AMOUNT 


READ   AMOUNT  AVERAGE  !  HEAD   AMOUNT  AVERAGE  HEAD 


'44 
st 

ember 
ber 
mber 
mber 
ary  f45 
uary 
h 
1 


P 


£764.17 
1,572.56 
711.49 
2,189.53 
1,846.20 
2,315.87 
4,419.90 
Ci  f  lo3.  3<-< 
2,922.41 
2,548.34 
2,389.08 
1^234.20 


AVERAGE 
,,58.78 
50.72 
54.73 
62.55 
55.94 
60.94 
67.99 
76.90 
71.27 
44.70 
59.72 
82.28 
",61.29 


4 
2 

6 
4 
3 
3 

1 
4 
3 

1 
1 


.201.25 

140.15 

213.22 

243.13 

68.90 

78.50 

64.95 

249.13 

261.50 

101.25 

56.48 


0.30 
70.08 
35.53 
60.78 
22.96 
26.16 
64.95 
62.28 
87.16 
101.25 
56.48 


a.  678.461   ^52.45 


13 
27 
11 
29 
29 
35 
62 
27 
37 
54 
39 
14 


v764.17 
1,371.31 
571.34 
1,976.31 
1,603.07 
2,246.97 
4,341.40 
2,088.40 
2,673.28 
2,286.84 
2,287.83 
1.177. 72 


577  [y23, 581754 


*58. 78 
50.79 
51.94 
68.14 
55.27 
64.19 
70.02 
77.34 
72.25 
42.34 
58.66 
84.12J 


13 
31 
13 
35 
33 
38 
65 
28 
41 
57 
40 
15 


409^25.06700" 


32 


^62.04 


INDEMNITY 


Bt 

ember 

ber 

3iber 

liber 

ary    i 

iary 

i 

L 


purebreds 

head!     amount 


GRADES 


AVERAGE 


HEAD 
"T3" 

27 

11 

29 

29 

35 

62 

27 

37 

54 

39 

14 


AMOUNT 


»G75. 41 
1,218.40 

550.00 
1,272.07 
1,400.00 
1,471.64 
2,738.47 
1,323.89 
1,728.89 
2,286.84 
1,730.01 

570.71 
^16.96 6.35 


AVERAGE  I 
'  *5l.&r 
45.12 
50.00 
43.86 
48.27 
42.04 
44.16 
49.03 
46.72 
42.34 
44.35 
40.77 


HEAD! 


■•?Orr-L 
AMOUNT 


,675.41 
,500.58 

700.00 
,634.05 
,700.00 
,591.81, 
,819.23 
,398.89, 
,028.89 
,511.84 
,805.01 

645.71 
.041.42 


AVERAGE 
*5l.&> 
48.40 
53.84 
46.68 
51.51 
41.88 
43.83 
49.96 
49.48 
44.06 
45.12 
43.04 


45 


4 
2 
6 
4 
3 
3 
1 
4 
3 
1 
1 


,.232.18 

150.00 

361.98 

300.00 

120.17 

110.76 

75.00 

300.00 

225.00 

75.00 

75.00 


,70.54 
75.00 
60.33 
75.00 
40.05 
36.92 
75.00 
75.00 
75.00 
75.00 
75.00 


377 


13 
31 
13 
35 
33 
38 
65 
28 
41 
57 
40 
15 

465  &a 


32 


^2.075.09 


.,-64.85 


■„45.00 


*46.55 


OfTi 

TUBERCULIN  TESTING  OF  GOATS 

Service  for  the  testing  of  goats  for  tuberculosis,  and 
the  drawing  of  "blood  samples  and  laboratory  examination  for 
brucellosis  is  furnished  on  written  request  and  without  ex- 
pense to  owners  upon  agreement  by  said  owner  that  goats 
declared  as  reactors  to  either  test  are  to  be  immediately 
disposed  of  for  slaughter,  without  appraisal  or  payment  of 
compensation  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Under  this  type  of  service  tests  for  both  tuberculosis 
and  brucellosis  were  applied  to  thirty- three  (33)  goats  for 
five  (5)  different  owners  with  negative  results,  indicating 
the  goats  to  be  free  from  tuberculosis  and  brucellosis. 
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INTERSTATE  RECEIPTS  OF  CATTLE 

Throe  thousand  one  hundred  sixty  (3,100)  permits  were 
issued  covering  twenty-one  thousand  one  hundred  seventy-six 
(21,176)  head  of  dairy  and  breeding  cattle. 

Four  thousand  seventy- four  (4,074)  dairy  cattle  were 
received  at  the  Brighton  Quarantine  Station,  making  a  total 
of  twenty-five  thousand , two  hundred  fifty  (25,250)  dairy  and 
breeding  cattle  received* 


DAIRY 

CATTLE 

BEEF 

CATTLE 

On 

At 

On 

At 

Perai fc 

Brighton 

Permit 

Brighton 

Canada 

5,820 

74 

Connecticut 

1,311 

74 

Illinois 

380 

7,655 

Indiana 

27 

851 

Iowa 

330 

Kansas 

48 

57 

Maine 

467 

2,847 

Michigan 

32 

Minnesota 

1,116 

21 

913 

Missouri 

2,106 

New  Hamp  shire 

1,384 

595 

319 

New  Jersey 

22 

23 

New  York 

705 

260 

North  Dakota 

67 

151 

Ohio 

679 

Oregon 

1 

Pennsylvania 

30 

Rhode  Island 

201 

5 

1,177 

South  Dakota 

6 

37 

Vermont 

6,932 

532 

306 

Virginia 

10 

Wisconsin 

1,618 

Miscellaneous 

279 

Total 

21,176 

4,074 

13,939 

279 

Of  the  twenty- five  thousand  two  hundred  fifty  (25,250) 
cattle  received  one  hundred  seven  (107)  from  Connecticut,  thirty- 
seven  (37)  from  Maine,  two  hundred  twenty- seven  (227)  from 
New  Hampshire,  seventy  (70)  from  Rhode  Island,  and  two  thousand 
three  hundred  thirty- three  (2,333)  from  Vermont  were  Canadian 
cattle  reshipped  into  Massachusetts,  and  five  thousand  eight 
hundred  ninety-four  (5,894)  were  received  direct  from  Canada, 
or  a  total  of  eight  thousand  six  hundred  sixty- eight  (8,668) 
or  34  3/l0;£  of  interstate  receipts  as  of  Canadian  origin. 


^ 


Dairy  Cattle: 


Canada 
Maine 
Minnesota 
New  Hampshire 
Rhode  Island 
Vermont 

Total 
Massachusetts 

Total 


quarai:ti-Ie  station  at  Brighton 


Total    Released  Released   Permit  Returned 
Receipts  on  Papers  after  Test  to  Kill  to  Owner 


74 

2,850 

21 

597 

5 

533 


4,080 
877 


74 

2,836 

21 

594 

5 

526 


4,056 

862 

4,91B 


11 

1 

6 
TT" 

5 
"533 


1 
T 


r 

8 


TJ5 


->r 


•^Reason  for  holding; 


luaine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 


Ho  Papers  Dlood  Test  Actinomycosis 


3 

2 

2 

15 

"22" 


10 

1 
5 

"IS" 


*/  *  %4^« 


Disposition  of  cattle  held: 


Tested  and 
Released 


Permit 
to  Kill 


Returned 
to  Owner 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 


11 

1 
6 
5 
T22T 


1 
2 


2 

8 


TO" 


Of  the  four  thousand  seventy-four  (4,074)  cattle  received 
interstate  and  released  two  thousand  nine  hundred  thirty-two 
(2,932)  remained  in  Massachusetts,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
twenty-six  (1,126)  were  reshipped  to  Rhode  Island,  fifteen  (15) 
to  Connecticut,  and  one  (l)  to  New  Hampshire* 

Two  hundred  seventy-nine  (279)  of  beef  type  cattle  were 
received,  checked  and  released  for  "feeder"  purposes. 
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Dlseaaed  cattle  received  and  releused  for  Immediate  slaughter: 

T.  B.    From  Quaran-  Blood 

Reactors  tlned  Herds  Reactors  Actinomycosis  Uastltis 

Massachusetts  325  215                  1         1 
ilaine                                331         1 

liew  Hampshire  2G                 416 

Rhode  Island  23                 23 

Vermont        1 

Total  375  215        773        2                      1 


Dairy  cattle  and  feeder  cattle  are  restricted  to  the 
sales  barns  and  yards  and  do  not  come  In  contact  with  the 
slaughter  cattle. 

Hie  dairy  barn  and  trucks  conveying  reactor  or  diseased 
cattle  are  regularly  cleansed  and  disinfected* 

Eight  hundred  eighty-six  (836)  head  of  cattle  were 
vaccinated  for  prevention  of  shipping  fever,  for  which  a  total 
of  one  hundred  thirty-two  dollars  and  ninety  cents  (  A32*90) 
was  collected.   Ihis  service  is  furnished  to  owners  without 
cost  other  than  fifteen  (C.15)  cents  per  animal  to  cover  the 
cost  of  the  biologic  used* 
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EXPORTS 


Interstate  certificates  of  health  were  issued  on  two 
thousand  nine  hundred  eighty-five  (2,985)  head  of  cattle  exported 
to  other  States  as  follows: 


Destination 

Head 

Destination 

Head 

Arizona 

1 

New  Hampshire 

465 

California 

4 

New  Jersey 

36 

Canada 

7 

Hew  York 

199 

Colorado 

4 

North  Carolina 

6 

Connecticut 

943 

North  Dakota 

4 

Delaware 

1 

Ohio 

38 

Idaho 

1 

Oklahoma 

4 

Illinois 

11 

Oregon 

2 

Indiana 

36 

Pennsylvania 

20 

Iowa 

9 

Rhode  Island 

687 

Kansas 

4 

South  Carolina 

6 

Louisiana 

6 

South  Dakota 

1 

Maine 

65 

Tennessee 

1 

Maryland 

12 

Texas 

3 

Michigan 

4 

Vermont 

335 

Minnesota 

11 

Virginia 

11 

Mississippi 

7 

Washington 

14 

Missouri 

2 

West  Virginia 

1 

Nebraska 

2 

Wisconsin 

22 
'  2,9S5 

12     ) 


BRUCELLOSIS 


Vials  for  use  in  collecting  blood  samples  and  laboratory 
examination  of  said  samples  are  furnished  without  expense  to 
owners  of  cattle • 


The  Division  does  not  assign  veterinarians  for  the  draw- 
ing of  blood  samples  except  under  special  agreement  with  owners 
of  cattle  from  which  persons  reported  as  affected  with  undulant 
fever  have  obtained  their  milk  supply. 

The  following  tabulation  is  a  record  of  results  of  exam- 
ination of  blood  samples  submitted  to  the  laboratory  from  cattle 
intended  for  interstate  shipment;  for  maintenance  of  the  status 
of  Accredited  Bang's  Disease-Free  herds,  and  froci  cattle  in 
herds  in  the  process  of  accreditation. 

4     B       bO  3 

Iterative  Positive  Doubtful*  Unsatisfactory**  Total 

Cattle     18,835     1,495     1,585  358  22,273 

Goats          7%         S6       %  5  78 

Horses         114  6 

18,908     1,496     1,590  3^3  22,357 


*  Include  bloods  from  vaccinated  animals. 

*&  Containers  broken,  insufficient  quantity  of  blood,  and 
hemolyzed. 

Accredited  Herds t  (June  30,  1945) 

Accredited  Bang's  Disease-Free  Herds  51 

Accredited  Bang's  Disease-Free  Vaccinated  Herds  45 

Cattle  in  Accredited  Bang's  Disease-Free  Herds        2,457 
Cattle  in  Accredited  ling's  Disease-Free  Vaccinated 

Herds      2,766 
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CALFHOOD  VACCINATION 
(for  prevention  of  Brucellosis) 


The  vaccination  of  young  stock  between  the  age  of  four 
months  and  time  of  first  breeding  (usually  18  to  20  months) 
under  a  State  and  Federal  co-operative  plan  at  time  of  the 
periodic  tuberculin  test  is  provided  without  expense  to  owners 
fur  such  service  and  vaccine. 


SALARIED 
AGENTS 


CALFIIOOD  VACCINATION 

(by  months) 

PER  DIEM 
AGENTS 


FEDERAL 

AGENTS 


TOTAL 


Herds 

Head 

Herds 

Head 

Herds 

Head  i 

Herds 

Head 

July  '44   61 

195 

4 

5 

59 

91  148 

124 

348 

August 

38 

84 

12 

29 

90 

188 

140 

301 

September  19 

44 

38 

87 

56 

166 

113 

297 

October   107 

331 

86 

227 

112 

354 

305 

912 

November   92 

•h&15 

205 

661 

69 

275 

366 

1,251 

December   89 

376 

157 

700 

43 

193 

289 

1,269 

January  ^S&l 

528 

148 

610 

93 

294 

382 

1,432 

February 

92 

281 

181 

633 

52 

185 

325 

1,099 

March 

105 

387 

210 

717 

83 

267 

398 

1,371 

April 

81 

327 

223 

874 

58 
88 

198 
222 

362 
320 

1,399 

May 

77 

245 

155 

535 

1,002 

June 

34 

86 

33 

89 

41 

83 

108 

258 

Totals 

&36 

3,l£G 

1,452  5 

,167 

844 

2,573 

P,232 

10, 939 

'  *\ 
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CALHIOOD  VACCINATION 
(by  counties) 

Vaccination  at  time  of  the  tuberculin  test  under  the 
State  and  Federal  Co-operative  Plan  was  conducted  as  follows: 


County  Herds  Head 

Berkshire  307  1,607 

Bristol  357  918 

Essex  127  431 

Franklin  385  1,464 

Hampden  442  1,239 

Hampshire  245  924 

Middlesex  280  865 

Norfolk  132  343 

Plymouth  139  410 

Suffolk  11 

Worcester  817  2,737 

3,232  10,939 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  tabulations  five  hundred 
fifty- three  (553)  head  of  young  cattle  were  vaccinated  by 
Federal  veterinarians  in  herds  of  seventy-four  (74)  owners 
connected  with  the  United  States  Bureau. of  Animal  Industry 
experimental  vaccination  project* 
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LICENSED  DEALERS  III  BOVITIE  ANIMALS 


Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  607,  Acts  of  1941, 
there  were  four  hundred  fifty- two  (452)  licenses  issued  to 
dealers  for  the  sale  of  dairy  and  beef  cattle,  and  five  hun- 
dred fifty- five  (555)  cattle  dealer  identification  plates 
were  issued  for  use  on  the  trucks  operated  by  these  dealers* 

A  total  of  eighteen  thousand  four  hundred  forty  (18,440) 
dairy  cattle  and  tliree  thousand  one  hundred  thirty-nine  (3,139) 
beef  cattle  were  reported  by  licensed  dealers  as  purchased  and 
sold* 
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RABIES 


There  has  been  no  case  of  rabies  during  the  year. 

Laboratory  examination  of  the  brains  of  five  dogs  re- 
ported as  "suspicious"  of  rabies  proved  "negative  for  rabies." 

Under  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  regula- 
tions (Chapter  111.  General  Laws  as  amended  by  Chapter  265, 
Acts  of  1938,  Sections  6  and  7)  "dog  bite"  is  declared  a  disease 
dangerous  to  public  health. 

Under  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control  regulations, 
Order  No.  34,  Section  3:   "All  dogs  known  to  have  bitten  persons 
shall  be  quarantined  for  a  period  of  fourteen  (14)  days  for 
observation,  at  the  end  of  which  period  if  no  symptoms  of  rabies 
have  developed  said  animals  may  be  released  from  quarantine  on 
order  of  the  Director." 

Investigation  of  reported  injuries  inflicted  to  persons 
by  biting  of  dogs  and  the  quarantining  of  such  dogs  is  one  of 
the  duties  of  the  Inspectors  of  Animals. 

Nine  thousand  three  hundred  eighty-four  (9,384)  animals 
were  quarantined  under  this  requirement  during  the  year. 

flhe  following  tabulation  inoludes  injuries  reported  in- 
flicted by  animals  other  than  dogs. 
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SHOWING 

SYMPTOMS 

CONTACTS 

BITE  CASES 

TOTAL 

■ 
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Brought 

Forward 

482 

July  f44 

1048 

18 

August 

914 

14 

September 

689 

3 

6 

October 

643 

2 

15 

November 

520 

8 

December 

448 

19 

January  f  45 

470 

1 

7 

February 

1 

433 

8 

March 

1 

789 

17 

April 

l 

1076 

1 

10 

May 

1 

L069 

14 

June 

1 

419 

19 

Forward 

704 

5 

3000 

7 

155 

704 

9866 

i 

1            ■■' 

Animals 

Involved 

cats 

57 

27 

8 

92 

Cattle 

1 

1 

Dogs 

5 

3940 

7 

120 

696 

9763 

Fox 

1 

1 

Llonkey 

2 

2 

Rabbit 

1 

1 

Rat 

2 

2 

Skunk 

1 

1 

Squirrel 

2 

2 

Woodchuck 

1 

1 

4—- 

5 

KX)0 

7 

155 

704 

9866 

1 

• 

1 

• 

X 

, 

lo 


The  heads  of  one  hundred  twenty- five  (125)  dogs,  twenty- 
seven  (27)  cats,  one  (1)  calf,  one  (1)  fox,  one  (1)  skunk,  two 
(2)  squirrels,  and  one  (l)  woodchuck  were  received  at  the  labora- 
tory for  examination,  of  which  five  (5)  dogs  were  reported 
"questionable"  and  the  others  all  reported  negative  for  rabies. 

Nine  thousand  one  hundred  ninety-one  (9,191)  persons  were 
reported  as  bitten  or  scratched  by  animals. 
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MISCEIiLANEOTJS  DISEASES 

Actinomycosis : (Cattle)  One  (1)  case  was  reported  In  each  of 
two  12)  towns  located  In  Berkshire  County. 

Anthrax;  Specimens  submitted  from  two  (2)  cows  found  dead  on 
one  (1 )   premises  In  Berkshire  County  were  negative  to  anthrax. 
Death  was  diagnosed  as  due  to  wild  cherry  poisoning.  Ninety 
(90)  head  of  cattle  moved  on  to  premises  where  this  disease  had 
previously  occurred  were  given  preventive  vaccination  treatment. 

Blackleg;  Deaths  in  cattle  due  to  blackleg  were  reported  in  the 
Towns  of  Acton,  three  (3)  head,  and  Lanes boro,  five  (5)  head. 
Preventive  vaccination  treatment  was  given,  upon  request  of 
owners,  to  young  cattle  in  so-called  "black! eg"  areas  without 
expense  to  owners.   Treatment  was  applied  to  one  thousand  nine         j 
hundred  fifty-six  (1,956)  head  of  cattle  in  one  hundred  eighty- 
nine  (189)  herds  as  follows:   Berkshire  County,  sixty- seven  (67) 
premises,  eight  hundred  ninety- two  (892)  head;   Franklin  County, 
sixteen  {16)  premises,  one  hundred  (lOO)  head:  Hampden  County, 
seventeen  (17;  premises,  one  hundred  fifteen  Ill5)  head;  Hampshire 
County,  forty-nine  (49)  premises,  four  hundred  seventy-seven  (477) 
head;  Middlesex  County,  seven  (7)  premises,  forty-one  (41)  head; 
Worcester  County,  thirty- three  (33)  premises,  three  hundred  thirty- 
one  (331)  head. 

Forage  Poison:  Deaths  of  twenty-five  head  of  cattle  from  bracken, 
or  fern  poison,  were  reported  in  three  towns  in  Worcester  County 
as  follows:  Barre,  three  (3),  Lunenburg,  ten  (10),  and  Templeton, 
twelve  (12). 

Enc ephal omy e 1 i t i s :  One  (1)  horse  in  Worcester  County  was  reported 
affected  with  this  disease  but  diagnosis  was  questionable.   The 
horse  recovered.   The  diagnosis  on  one  (1 )  horse  in  Norfolk  County 
was  negative.  The  condition  of  this  animal  was  due  to  an  Injury 
caused  by  a  blow  on  the  head,   4iis  horse  was  destroyed. 

Glanders:  Blood  samples  from  two  (2)  horses  on  one  premises  in 
Norfolk  County  were  negative. 

Hemorrhagic  Septicemia : ( Shipping  Fever)  The  virulent  type  of  this 
disease  was  round  on  one  (1)  premises  in  Methuen  (Essex  County); 
ten  (10)  out  of  a  shipment  of  eighteen  (18)  head  of  cattle  died. 

Johnnes  Disease:  Suspected  eases  were  reported,  one  (1)  in  Bristol 
County  and  one  (1 )  in  Plymouth  County.  The  diagnoses  were  not 
confirmed. 


X    f    ■■>!» 


• 


>wd"   BO 


>q2   :xjsnrtinA 

TTTano 

i  air  ridaad 

bMd  (OS) 

.'.isyoivoiq 


IW    B8€ 

■ 

I  ^oribXi.; 


ilxfcJ 


- 
i 


Hi 


'■»       '.  ' 


itl   10    BJtWOT 

.eionwo 
iOwO  otf  ©Biioqxa 

U  aJjiori  (981)    onJtn 

\lo   a88a±aioiq 

^aaalneiq  (01)   xioeoxia 

"■•...,•-■•      fVXJ     r^o  '.iovoc 

onl  ^rfnx/oO 

;  xoaol  ;I)jaexi 

J    i\  tetfadOioW 

,    36rf   (IS5)    oxio 


rVliMvv         -*■  v>  **  %.*  *x  w    *' 


8 oil  avi  soG  ;  no  a  .to**  eagic7! 

)     o©  J  CTfOXxO  x    88 

*(SI)    ovlewct 


^1 


\>:  Q 


„ail>  tixf  oaaoalb  r  ':w  DoSoelli 

no  p.  op 91  e 

■l.:j    lo   nolJiofioo   o.ti        i     rWassfl  88W 

00    WOlcF    8    Tftf    J388JJ80 


888"!.  owd  -    68lqtt88    fe 


tOTWO  I 


. 


:oS  olaartiioaaH 

jjfXUOl    SAW    68B08XD 

8  lo  tfxro  (OX)  no* 


^H   81 8W    B88< 


[*W    88880    X)8Ct00q8JJ-     ! 08308  iG     BOfUlrfO^ 

:t   (I)    ano  Jarta  ^im/oO 
.  <0fcii2Tnoo 


20 


Listerolis;  Listerolis  was  reported  in  one(l)  goat.   Examination 
of  specimens  by  laboratory  confirmed  the  diagnosis. 

Mange; (Barn  Itch)  One  (1)  herd  in  Middlesex  County  was  reported 
to  be  affected. 

Mineral  Poison; 

Arsenic;  Twenty- four  (24)  head  of  cattle  pastured  on  premises 
bordering  on  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Kailroad,  the 
road  bed  of  which  had  been  sprayed  with  a  "weed  killer"  contain- 
ing a  concentrated  solution  of  four  pounds  of  arsenic  trioxide 
and  one  pound  caustic  soda  to  the  gallon,  died  from  arsenic 

Poisoning  in  the  Towns  of  Fairhaven,  (nine  (9)  head),  Hoi brook 
six  (6)  head),  Mattapoisett  (one  (l)  head),  and  West  Bridgewater 
(eight  (8)  head).   Diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  the  laboratory  of 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Safety. 


Sodium  Phosphate;  This  mineral  caused  the  death  of  one  cow  at 
the  M9dfleld  State  Hospital.   Diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Safety  laboratory.   It  was  also  the  suspected 
cause  of  death  in  two  cows  in  Lexington,  although  not  confirmed 
by  laboratory  examination. 

■  ■ . 

Poultry  Diseases; 

Avian  tuberculosis  was  reported  on  one  (l)  premises  in 
Middlesex  County,  and  one  (1)  in  Suffolk  County.  Advice  was 
given  to  owners  to  kill  all  adult  birds  and  clean  and  disinfect 
the  henhouses,  yards,  etc. 

Newcastle  Disease;  This  disease  was  suspected  in  a  flock  of 
hens  In  Middlesex  County  in  which  three  hundred  forty  (340)  or 
more  young  poultry  out  of  six  hundred  (600)  died.   Death  proved 
to  be  caused  by  pullorum  disease.  Newcastle  disease  (so-called) 
was  present  for  several  years  with  a  very  high  mortality  rate  in 
the  Newcastle  section  of  i&igland,  and  on  the  English  island  posses- 
sions.  This  disease  has  been  diagnosed  in  New  Jersey  and  New  York 
in  the  past  year.  A  disease  similar  in  many  respects  to  Newcastle 
disease,  referred  to  as  pneumo- encephalitis,  was  reported  in 
California  about  three  years  ago,  since  which  time  it  has  spread 
over  a  large  section  of  that  State. 

Diagnoses  in  poultry  cases  are  made  at  the  Massachusetts 
State  College. 
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FINANCIAL  STATETOTT 


(July  1,  1944  -  June  30,  1945) 


Appropriation  Classification 
Director  !s  Salary.  •  • < 


Appropriation  Expenditure 


,4,000.00     $3,354.24 


Personal  Services....  y25, 000.00 
Transferred 3,000.00 


28,000.00    27,547.18 


Expenses  (Office) 


8,100.00 


7,008.63 


Personal  Services: 

Veterinarians  &  Agents 


52,360.00    48,558.54 


Traveling  Expenses! 

Veterinarians  &  Agents 


8,000.00     6,585.77 


Extermination, 


3,560.00 


1,360.86 


Reimbursement  for  Certain 

Cattle  Killed ^30,000.00 

Brought  forward  from 

1944  Appropriation..  10,857.67 


40,837.67    18,915.29 


Reimbursement  to  Towns 

for  Inspectors  of  Animals, 


Unexpended  Balance 


5.200.00  3.146.08 

O30;057.<37     017,036.59 

• 35.021.08 

"050,057.67     J.50j057.67 
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DIVISION  OP  KAHKETS 


Annual  Report 
Flacal  Year  July  1.  1944  -  June  50,  1945 


Further  Increases  In  the  activities  of  the  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Inspection  Service  has  been  a  high  spot  In  the 
work  of  the  Division  of  Markets  during  the  fiscal  year  of 
1944-45 •  The  demands  for  this  service  have  resulted  in 
collections  of  Inspection  fees  by  the  Division,  more  than 
twice  as  large  as  any  previous  year,  and  have  been  a  very 
necessary  factor  in  making  possible  shipments  of  lar,-e  quan- 
tities of  Las sachuaet to- grown  produce  to  markets  outside  t 
state,  and  to  Government  Procurement  Agencies* 

In  addition  to  this  work,  regular  services  of  the 
Division  have  been  maintained,  including  Market  Hews  Services, 
Egg  Inspection,  Seed  Inspection,  and  other  regulatory  duties* 

Ffrult  and  Vegetable  Certification 
The  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Inspection  and  Certification 
Service  started  with  inspections  of  onions  in  mid  July  in 
the  Connecticut  Valley,  and  continued  with  commercial  in- 
spections of  potatoes  as  the  season  got  under  way  in  August* 
In  September  the  War  Food  Administration  announced  the 
Purchase  Program  for  TJ*S»  #1,  Sise  B  potatoes  to  remove 
surplus  stocks  of  such  grades*  Hie  quantities  available  for 
this  program,  however,  did  not  prove  to  be  very  large* 
Total  inspections  under  the  Government  Purchase  of  B  potatoes 
were  21  truckloads  and  7  carloads. 
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Later  In  the  fall  a  moderate  quantity  of  potatoes 
were  offered  to  the  Federal  CJovernzaent  for  loans  under  the 
Potato  Loan  Program.   The  Inspection  for  this  type  of  deal 
Is  done  In  the  bins*  Charges  were  made  at  an  hourly  rate 
($2.00  an  hour)  rather  than  en  a  carload  or  packa/je  basis* 
Because  of  an  improvement  in  the  potato  market,  a  compar- 
atively small  market  was  offered  for  loans,  and  total  In- 
spections amounted  to  78  hours* 

Commercial  Inspection  of  potatoes  for  regular  trade 
and  for  the  Army  Procurement  Agencies,  however,  continued 
active  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  add  additional  teroporary 
inspectors  to  handle  this  work.   Because  of  the  necessity 
of  employing  new  men,  and  because  of  the  many  details  in- 
volved in  Inspection  of  potatoes  in  the  Connecticut  Valley  area. 
It  became  necessary  to  hire  a  key  man  who  could  act  as  work- 
ing supervisor,  and  for  this  purpose  we  had  obtained  the 
services  of  a  Federal-State  man  from  West  Virginia*  He  was 
called  home  because  of  illness  the  end  of  October  and  we 
then  were  able  to  get  one  of  the  Florida  supervising  In- 
spectors through  the  WFA  office*  He  remained  on  duty  until 
the  close  of  the  most  active  shipping  period  in  late  fall* 

In  order  to  finance  the  increased  demands  for  inspec- 
tion, It  was  necessary  for  us  to  request  the  Governor  for 
additional  appropriation  from  his  emergency  fund*  For  this 
purpose  there  was  granted  to  us  #2.000  in  October* 


-3- 

Later  in  the  season,  when  late  winter  demands  for 
inspection  continued,  a  request  for  an  additional  fund  waa 
Bade  to  the  Governor  and  at  that  time  there  was  granted  to 
us  the  sum  of  ^3,500. 

Apple  Hurricane  Purchase  Peal— As  a  result  of  the 
hurricane  in  September,  1945,  lar^e  quantities  of  apples  were 
blown  from  the  trees  of  Massachusetts.  Estimates  place  the 
blow-off  in  the  State  at  nearly  900,000  bushels.  Because 
of  the  need  of  conserving  these  supplies  of  hurricane  fruit, 
the  &ar  Food  Administration  on  September  21  announced  a 
Purchase  Program  under  which  they  offered  to  buy  apples  of 
the  following  grade: 

U.S.  Utility  Grade,  except  apples,  need  not 
be  handpicked,  bruising  affecting  10,€  in  the  ag- 
gregate or  less  of  the  surface  of  the  apple,  with 
no  single  bruise  exceeding  one  inch  in  diameter, 
shall  not  be  considered  as  serious  damage;  and  a 
total  of  l£ff  of  the  apples  in  any  lot  may  be  seriously 
damaged  by  broken  skins  or  punctures,  minimum  size 
2i   inches . 

Prices  for  Kc In tosh,  Cortland,  Hed  Delicious,  Golden 
Delicious,  Staymen,  and  Greenings  were  established  at  |1.50 
per  bushel.  Prices  for  Yorks,  Homes,  Baldwins,  Grimes,  and 
other  commercial  varieties  #1.25  per  bushel. 

The  original  allotment  for  Massachusetts  under  this 
Purchase  Program  is  154  cars  (94,500  bushels).  Offerings  of 
distress  apples,  however,  quickly  exceeded  the  allot -ent  and 
additions  were  made  which  brought  the  final  allocation  of 


• 


. 
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Massachusetts  up  to  218,000  bushels.  The  purchase  of  these 
was  completed  on  November  15.  Massachusetts  was  by  far  the 
worst  sufferer  of  any  of  the  states  affected  by  the  hurricane, 
and  the  quantity  of  apples  purchased  by  Vffc  is  much  larger 
here  than  any  other  state.  Distribution  of  these  was  made  to 
many  points  in  the  eastern  and  western  parts  of  the  country • 

Later  in  the  season,  soon  after  mid  February,  it  be- 
came evident  that  because  of  the  large  quantities  of  sriall- 
sissed  apples  in  cold  storage  in  Massachusetts,  some  effort 
on  the  part  of  Government  authorities  to  put  these  into  con- 
sumption seemed  advisable* 

Therefore,  on  March  2,  the  V*ar  Food  Administration, 
through  its  Office  of  Supply,  announced  a  Purchase  Program  of 
combination  grade  of  U.S.  1,  Utility  or  better,  2\   inch  min- 
imum, with  the  exception  that  apples  could  be  "generally  firm 
ripe,  fairly  tight  pack,  not  over  10$  slight  scald,  average 
2%   decay,  with  not  over  4%   decay  in  any  package".  Price  for 
this  grade  was  established  at  $1.50  per  bushel.  An  offer 
was  also  made  to  buy  U*S.  #1  Grade,  2-2|n  at  |1.75  per   bushel. 
Total  quantity  purchased  under  this  program  was  51,483  bushels* 

All  of  the  apples  under  both  of  these  programs  required 
Federal-State  inspection  and  certification,  and  in  all  cases 
this  was  done  by  the  inspectors  employed  by  this  Division. 

At  times  it  was  necessary  to  use  some  of  the  men  who 
had  "be&n   hired  to  do  potato  inspection  work,  and  in  addition 
it  was  necessary  to  take  men  from  their  regular  egg   inspec- 
tion work  for  use  on  apples*  During  the  fiscal  year,  egg  in- 
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spectors  were  used  at  an  aggregate  of  134  man  days. 

Fees  for  Inspection  were  increased  slightly  on  most 

products  during  the  past  season  in  order  to  make  this  work 

more  nearly  self-supporting.  The  new  schedule  of  fees  during 

the  1944-45  fiscal  year  was  as  follows: 

Apples 

lj^  box  up  to  479  boxes  -  Linimum  charge  $1.00 

480-600  -  §6.00 
601-700  -  7.00 
701-800  -  8.00 
801-900   -   9.00 

901-1000  -  10.00 


Potatoes 


\\d  per  100  lb.  ba~  for  both  truck  and  car  loadings 


50 


Onions 


Xd  per  50  lb.  bag  for  both  truck  and  car  loadings 


liniimim 
charge 
$1.00 


Minimum 
charge 
#1.00 


\ 


Asparagus 

2$   crate  of  24  1-1/8  lb.  bunches  -  Minimum  charge  #1.00 
Squash 

50^  a  ton  (2,000  lbs.)  in  bulk  -  Minimum  charge  £1.00 
Other  Vegetables 

Including  \d  per  50  lb.  bag  inspections  to  and  including  8/31/44 

beets  lj/ «   «  h   n      n         fTOSk  Sept.  1,  1944  on 

cabbage  Containers  from  50  lbs.  to  100  lbs.  li/ 

carrots  Minimum  charge  fil.00 


parsnips 
turnip 


a»6«» 

In  addition  to  the  fees  collected  for  these  services, 
the  Commonwealth  was  reimbursed  by  the  Federal  Procurement 
Agencies  at  the  rate  of  $3»00  per  carload  for  the  services 
of  our  inspectors  in  check- loading.   The  work  of  check- 
loading  included  a  count  of  the  number  of  packages  loaded 
in  the  car  and  supervision  of  the  method  of  loading  to 
assure  the  products  shipping  in  good  condition. 

Receipts  From  Inspect ion- -Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year,  total  receipts  from  fruit  and  vegetable  certification 
were  §13 ,009. 23,  A  small  amount  of  unpaid  bills  remain  out- 
standing, which  have  been  held  over  for  collection  during  the 
next  fiscal  year.  The  total  receipts  referred  to  above  are 
divided  according  to  products  as  follows:  Apples  $6,377.89; 
Potatoes  $5,893.53;  Onions  #538.96;  Carrots  $192.88;  Beets 
|28.79;  Cabbage  #13.95;  Parsnips  #10.38;  Turnips  $8.00; 
Squash  $2.65;  Asparagus  $2.20. 


Inspection 

War  Emergency  Inspection  Work — iDuring  the  past  fiscal 
year  our  inspectors  were  called  on  to  do  considerable  amount 
of  Federal  Government  inspection  work.  From  July  to  May,  two 
of  our  men  were  Invariably  inspecting  apples,  eggs,  and  evap- 
orated milk.  This  work  meant  Irregular  hours,  running  into 
the  night,  as  well  as  having  to  work  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
on  some  occasions.  Another  inspector  was  used  in  an  emer- 
gency to  certify  poultry  flocks  for  breed  characteristics 
and  to  check  flocks  which  have  an  official  rating  with  this 
Department  and  with  the  Federal  Government.   Changes  in  routine 
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work  due  to  a  shortage  of  manpower  was  created  by  the  war. 
All  of  this  work  enabled  a  freer  distribution  of  food  prod- 
ucts as  vitally  needed  by  the  armed  services  and  by  the 
civilian  population. 

Egg  Law  Enforcement  work— As  a  result  of  the  above- 
mentioned  emergency  v?ork  the  regular  egg  law  enforcement  work 
was  somewhat  interrupted.    /en  so,  over  2,000  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year.   Hearings  were  held  whenever 
necessary.  Four  cases  were  taken  into  court. 

Promotional  Work — Agricultural  exhibits  featuring  poultry 
and  eggs  were  displayed  at  Brockton  and  Great  Barrington  Pairs 
and  also  at  the  Union  Agricultural  Meetings  in  Worcester. 
Members  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  acted  as  judges  of 
the  egg  and  poultry  exhibits  at  the  Union  Agricultural  Meet- 
ing and  the  Boston  Poultry  Show.  All  of  this  work  is  part 
of  an  educational  program  of  the  Department  for  the  purpose 
of  enlightening  the  trade  and  the  public  of  the  grades  and 
standards  established  for  poultry  and  eggs. 

Hadio  talks  were  broadcast  at  various  times  during  the 
year.   These  broadcasts  included  comments  on  the  contributions 
made  by  the  Massachusetts  poultry  industry  toward  the  war  effort. 


Farmers  *  Roadside  Stand  Program 


~c 


Official  signs  identifying  bona  fide  farmers1  roadside 
stands  were  Issued  to  five  stand  operators.   This  program  was 
curtailed  as  a  result  of  the  gasolene  and  rubber  situation  and 
in  compliance  with  the  Governor's  request  to  curtail  the  use  of 
automobiles.   Only  stands  producing  the  majority  of  the  products 
sold  are  entitled  to  apply  for  an  official  sign. 
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Wholesale  Market  Reports 
he  Boston  Wholesale  Market  Report  was  Issued  regularly 
throughout  the  year  daily  except  Saturday.   Prices  have  been 
broadcast  over   Stations  WBZ-WBZA  and  WEE  I  each  morning. 
These  have  been  telephoned  into  the  radio  studio  by  the 
market  reporter  direct  from  the  market  about  15  or  20  minutes 
prior  to  broadcast  time.     irs  of  broadcast  of  the  reports 
have  been  6:45  over  WEE  I  and  6:50  over  ft'BZ-WBZA. 

Frequent  additional  information  has  been  carried  on  the 
Boston  report.   This  has  dealt  especially  with  interpretation 
of  Government  regulations  and  has  carried  up-to-date  inform- 
ation  on  price  ceilings  on  fruits,  vegetables,  and  eggs. 

Worcester  and  Springfield  Reports  are  issued  regularly 
every  day  except  Saturday.   They  have  been  distributed  as 
heretofore  through  the  daily  press  and  summarized  in  radio 
broadcasts. 

A  Special  Apple  Market  Report  is  issued  from  August  to 
April  —  twice  weekly  through  the  early  part  of  the  season 
up  to  mid  November,  and  once  weekly  through  the  remainder  of 
the  season.  Because  of  the  unusually  heavy  cold  storage 
holdings  of  apples,  the  Cold  Storage  Reports  and  indica- 
tions of  trend  of  movement  out  of  cold  storage  have  been 
especially  valuable  features  of  this  report. 


Hi     £ 
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Radio  Broadcasts 

morning 
In  addition  to  the  early/broadcaats  of  s**rket  news, 

numerous  other  broadcasts  have  been  carried  on  by  members  of 
the  Division  throughout  the  year.   Regular  weekly  broadcasts 
have  been  Issued  over  the  Boston  stations,  covering  matters 
both  of  farmer  and  consumer  interest. 

During  the  summer  and  fall  when  the  radio  spot  adver- 
tising program,  carried  on  in  co-operation  with  the  Massachu- 
setts Development  and  Industrial  Commission  and  this  Depart- 
ment, was  in  operation  this  Division  prepared  schedules  for 
radio  spot  advertising,  based  on  expected  volume  of  supply  of 
various  farm  products.   In  addition  to  the  schedules  made  out 
each  rr.onth  in  advance,  a  close  watch  has  h&en   kept  on  market 
conditions  so  that  emergency  broadcasts  could  be  made  in  ac- 
cordance with  quick  changes  in  market  supplies. 

Seed  Inspection 

During  July  1944,  the  completion  cf  official  seed  in- 
spection was  finished  comprising  1,447  samples  In  duplicate. 
These  were  made  up  of  262  Field  Crops,  37  fixtures  of  Agri- 
cultural Seed,  887  Vegetable,  and  061  Flower  Seed. 

Through  our  co-operation  with  the  Federal  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  reporting  violations  of  the  Interstate  Seed 
Act  found  in  Massachusetts,  all  necessary  additional  data 
was  collected,  reports  made  out  on  all  flagrant  violations, 
and  sent  together  with  any  additional  seed  to  Federal  Seed 
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Laboratory  at  Beltsville,  Maryland.  This  May,  the  Federal 
Department  of  Agriculture  reported  that  an  out-of-state 
seed  concern  had  pleaded  guilty  and  paid  $300  fine  for 
shipping  low  germinating,  incorrectly  labelled  vegetable 
seed  into  Massachusetts,  This  co-operation  with  the  Federal 
Department  of  Agriculture  well  shows  its  worth  in  protect- 
ing Massachusetts  from  incorrectly  labelled  seed  being 
shipped  into  the  State. 

Letters  of  warning  to  seed  violators  within  Massachu- 
setts were  sent,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Seed  Law. 

Sach  year  up  to  1945,  samples  from  each  State  Institu- 
tion of  each  lot  of  seed  purchased  by  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  has  been  sent  to  and  tested  by  State  Seed 
Laboratory.  This  system  has  caused  much  duplication  of 
testing,  and  an  unnecessary  addition  of  needless  work  for 
the  laboratory.  Furthermore,  all  seed  to  come  under  the 
protection  of  the  Interstate  Seed  Act  must  be  sampled  by  a 
certified  Federal-State  Seed  Inspector.  To  improve  the 
efficiency  of  testing  the  seed  purchased  by  the  State,  a  plan 
has  been  worked  out  this  year  whereby  all  this  seed  is  now 
sampled  by  the  Federal-State  Inspector.  This  new  service 
between  State  Departments  has  not  only  proven  a  great 
benefit  to  the  seed  laboratory  by  eliminating  all  duplicat- 
ing tests,  but  brings  seed  under  control  of  the  Interstate 
Seed  Act. 


:. 
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The  1945  official  seed  Inspection  started  with  two 
days  in  February  and  little  irregular  inspection  during 
llarch  and  April  because  of  heavy  apple  inspection,  with  full 
time  inspection  from  then  on.  &j   June  30th  approximately 
1,175  samples  in  duplicate  had  been  collected,  including 
all  classes  of  seed.  During  this  period,  also,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  inspection,  considerable  quantities  of  very 
questionable,  low  grade,  carried-over  seed  in  packages  and 
bulk  were  withdrawn  from  sale  by  agreement  with  inspector, 
thus  further  protecting  the  public  from  low  germinating  seed 
incorrectly  labelled  being  sold. 

Retail  Market  Reports 
Retail  prices  covering  the  Boston  Market  were  issued 
weekly  throughout  the  year  in  the  form  of  the  Boston  Eeta.ll 
Price  Report,  In  addition  to  this  report $   evaporated  milk 
price  data  was  filed  for  reference,  and  weekly  quotations  on 
fruits  and  vegetables,  according  to  the  type  of  store,  wer^ 
reported  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
A  monthly  retail  price  suBsa&ry  was  also  compiled  and  cold 
storage  holdings  were  tabulated.  As  a  part  of  the  retail 
market  news,  brief  bulletins  have  been  sent  weekly  to 
Boston fs  leading  newspaper  and  radio  household  editors. 


I  iscollanaous  Promotional  Work 
Throughout  the  year  members  of  the  Division  have  carried 
on  numerous  public  relation  activities  in  the  form  of  speak- 
:  before  groups  of  farmers  and  consumers,  as  well  as  whole- 
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sale  and  retail  distributors.  The  Division  has  also 
assisted  in  the  preparation  of  exhibits  at  fairs,  and 
arranged  for  store  window  displays  and  other  forms  of  pub- 
licity. 

Hews  stories  and  feature  articles  have  been  prepared 
for  trade  publications  for  the  purpose  of  giving  helpful 
publicity  to  Massachusetts  farm  products.   In  these, 
particular  stress  has  h^en   placed  on  seasonal  trends  in 
agricultural  production. 


beaicr  ^ar-cct  Investigator 


ulVlL<loJ;<    vX    »•'!     .      iv*.   ~.\vU 


Fiscal  i^i-  Ju+;v  I.  194.4,  -  June  ;0.  jy^j 


^c- -: -a  Membership 

Louis   At     '»'»■  |    Ac  tin  -:i  -xi 

Inc    Lrihuc.il 
Floy  a   Verrill 

On  March    33g    1941)    fSOSOJriok   K«    Sole,    en  i.is  sp]  ointment 

as  CoiWL  er  of  A&.1 culture,    assumed  Ch.  .  Lp  of   Lhe 

ird  in  place   of  Mr.   Weosti.    . 

Activities   - 

Boara: 

Luring   the   fll  I?  the  Mi  lie  Control      I    rd   held   ^8 

regular  meetings   .or  the   transaction  of   it.  r-J.    ousine-so«      In 

itio&j    26    1   scions  of  15  "-    -         -rinc^  vert   hold  at   rarioui 

point ■    l&rou&bout    the  eo  ^OL.c^lth,    cGV-rin     suci.  ics  a& 

•fgOflftOjr   retail   ctriiveries,  ...ui.,^ions,    producer  pric-     , 

le  prices,    eompuli  :        jutterfc*t    testing,   periodic   report* j 

Class   11   fo»*laej    1  .      oificciticu  of  mlXM  used   in  a         .aruizi.. 

sresJSj    anc  i  iterplant  transportation  for  BOTi      it  of  milM  frc. 

Cla  ■    11  markets  to  (U         I      !•« 

tight   general  ..         m    Issued  durin ;   the  jrosjs     These 

ue^lb    :<itn    the  Modification  of  existing  sdlk  marketing    ireasj 

loom  1  ..  ..nt    rates;    prices,   tci  .1   conditions  cf 

pUTQ&asi    of    silk   froiu  producers  in  the  Lov  e^l-La^rence   market   in 

SOOrdination  wits   the  Federal  Order;    interplant   transportation 

deductions  on  .-.vvemost  of  milk  from  Qiaos  II   market •   to  Class  1 

»|    akin  milk   factor   in  Class  11    formulae,    and  periodic   reports. 


-   • 


Fcurt*  -    bftbrln   i  rget  ft  indlrldual 

The    suit   entitle  -      It   £airy,    Inc.,    et    al,    v. 

,    tt   ai,    in  v.hieh  •   ttBpti  injunction  had   oeen  issued 

.     .      tag    ft*    rd  from  enfor  OffioiaL  Orccr  No.    G-300 

and  price-  ci^vi's  .ctiTf    tfl      same  (Leo-.:         r  1, 

X942)    iraa  finally    settled   iuYlOg    the   >e:ir   by    the   entry   on 
October  -4,   1944,   with  fch*  assent  of   fell  parties   c:    it  final 

co-'ce   Ala  la  ,iii  out;   pr-  JudlOAa 

Inspectors  of  l.d  Ik  fie  ccros  bsoticn 

aHb|  ii     nditi  i  li   . ;    i<  rM&Aol  or  this 

division  ^     audits   oy   the   Ch  . .  _    I  &'.      ItttfflhgiifH   tart  Co   pony* 

On  an  .iers  ^ere    -         frfti      I    purchasing  uLlii  on  the 

flat   plan   tod  130   on   the   use    una   rutin     fci*A« 

xaii'o r c c-..'.  nt    l-o  oi/loa 

fnll    action  haft41«4  ..s   o,    violations  of   the  kiik 

Control  La*   ft&i/or   ::    the  Official  Orders  of  t-       ..i^.:  octroi   Board 

b|  nlUc  l«alora  aoint-   bmat—  <i  in  the  Co.     .  ...ealth. 

are  of   the   ^..-,3   handled: 

Arrears   and/or  Underpayments  65 

Licenses   ana/or  -assessments  11 

'cly  uornin^  Hetuil  Delivery  3 

.uling  Agreements  vdth  Producers  4 

Failure  to  su  jocks   an     records 

for  audits  i 

Types  of  action  t-icen: 

Matters   handled  cut,    of    court   b$    investi- 
gation,   conferex-  special   i:e-.rlx  79 
Matters  wnlatt   required   court  Action: 

Criminal   e&eea    frre\agM     rid  tried  in 

di strict   court 
^-ivil  cat..  ■   mrou^ht  in  district   curt 

in   oehalf   of  producers  3 
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Licensia. ;   t-.^u  *_-.■■  c. -,..<.  .xt   p<.jri... 

424  -.yeo  vara   issued   60  Ai  uu  ^rocucc .  .  -.  t  .._^  rs 

operating  in  the  OwotiweaJLt  q     fchi«    fl»<  .;  aa  follows. 

De;  x    pa   mid   producer-:      Ian  »   LllB£    !?0    )«vaxta 

d.  aver  13^1 

In  i     1  ■  '                    -    ..*3  -31 

F.o.    <.er-ae-lers   selling   30->j    tuu; ts  111 

Prouucer-a                     __..::,     10-30    ^Uarts  2    - 

Producer-dealers  selling  1-10   ^n  rts  408 

Totiil   XI cense'  fees   tttou&tftA  to   |8f26i*0<  . 

ftimmiMl'l   rattaa  during  tali  period  war*    M   follows: 

Per  1-jjj    quarts 

Araaa  1-1-  From  July  1,  1944         v. 43 

■     17-18*19  "  ■  "  ■ 

"      1-16  "       Jan,  i,  1945 

fl     iy-lo-19  "  ■  •  ■ 

"     11-  B       Apr.  1,  1945 

H      1-10,11C-16      "  "  ■ 

"     11AB-17>18- 19"       «*rune  1,  194> 

"        1-10,11C-1C        ■  «        «  « 
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:ount   received  on  assessments,    |180t564«73» 
.ilk:  Plant   Ope  rat  in  3  license  faafl   (issued  oy  the 
COscalaaiQnar  of  Agriculture)    ftredit    to  the   income   of   t. 
Control  Board   amounted  to  |i,?45.     This  iL^ae   a   total   incc.  1    fro 
all  license  fees  and  ase-ec  1    i&tfl  of  4I9I, 573.73. 
I nve  st i  ,,.■  ■•;  t i on  fee  c 1 1  on 

2$59    chills    vver        -de  ^n  pllk   da  ale  r  8   curing   this  fiscal 
r  mA    975   on  producers.      The  majority   of  the  .-. ,r   calls 

were  for   the   fallowing  purposes: 


85? 

397 


As Li esmentfi 

Licenses 

Producer  Payments  3&S 

Periodic   Reports  2?9 

Pri  ce  Cut  tin-  141 

iarly  Morning  DeliT«rlasl39 
Transportation  Agree- 

nts  8<i 


The  majority    of   the   producer  culls   (8  ;3)    were  ■■<!«   ti&  a 
result   ci    a  "Cotu   of  Production11    study  unaertaien   in   cccper-tlon 
ith  the  llaftftaofcUSetts  State   Colle 

lv  aces  v.  ere  i^ade  pecial   and   public  hear!— x, 

oJiQ   4  at    court  3,    to   present    evidence. 

^utterfat   Testing  Section 

Dealers  in  Areas   2A,    4,    bA,   16a  are   required  to   purchase 
milK  on  the    outterfct    ^asis,    ana    dealers  in  ether  areas  me. 
elect   to   purchase  mi  lit  on   the    outterfat    oasis*     Thest    plants   are 
checieu   regularly.      On  request,    h< rd  and   inaividual   tests  are 
MriU  for  producers. 

634©    outterfat   ttsts  were  made   during   this  fiscal  year,    as 
follows: 

Producers'    composite   samples  Gf  mi  lie  tested  for 

B.F.    content  1963 

Producers'    daily   samples  or        lie  teeted  for 

b.F.    content  404-6 

Producers'    herd   composite   samples   taicen   at 

farms  for  iuF,    content  21 

Inaiviuuol   cows'    si  lie  tested  for  b.F.    content  311 

During  this   same   period   a  total   of  4073  producers' 

milK  weights  e   checked. 

Violations    consisted  otz 

1.     Itt  XM  dealers  not   taxing  or  not   properly   sampling 
producers'   mi  lit  when  so  required. 

Improper  identification,   or  not   giving  proper   care 
tc   producers'    composite   samples. 

3-      Weigh   scales  net    oalanced  or  sealed. 

4.      lap  rope,    weighing  of  producers*   itiljc. 

In   cheefc-bac^s  it   wag   found   that   95%  of  the   inaccuracies 
had   aeen   corrected  immediately.      In   all   cases  where  mil:<  dealers' 
series  or  v,tif_ai   tasks  were  inaccurate,   it   was  brought   tc  the 
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attention  of  Mr.   John  P.  ^Cijride,    Director  of   the  Division  of 
St^ne^rds.      Coayratloa   received  from  Mr.  Mobride  was  10  j£. 
Mi  la.  Marscefclnr.  Research  Section 

During   the    year  weighted   nver^.,es  en   creair    rtteiptfl   in 
i^osuoi-   .'.re   calculated  on  a  mid-weeicly,    weekly,    st:.  :i -monthly  , 
udd-monthly,    md  monthly    oasis.     This   entailed  the   ecwpwtlag  of 
the  Minumuio  CI      .II   Prices   for   3-7%  radii  for   the   various   areas 
throughout   the   fctate.      Copies  of   these   dairy    statistics  were 
uistriouted  throughout    the   industry. 

This    section  worked  closely  with   the  Of i ice  of  Price 
Aon =.i ni  strati o.**,   Regional  Office,    in  furnish  in;     ohem  with  statis- 
tics on  various  &ets    «itnin  the   ifcata   throughout   the   year. 

Close   supervision   I         .>laced  over   ^i:is  for  £u,   lying  bIUe 
to   Bfcata   institutions. 

special   stuuies  were  i^ue   at   the   request  of   the  New  EttglanS 
Milii  Prciucers'    Asscciation  and  other  dealers  on  request. 

During    the  year   there  were   several   changes  in   tne   head  of 
tola  section  due  to   the   necessity  of  filling  it   temporarily 
oecause  the   permanent    head   and   his   assistant  were   in  the   ausei 
forces  and   there  was  so  one   available  who  had  any  particular 
training  in  statistical  work. 


\ 
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i?;Vlfc>lUi\   SI  PLiiJMT   P3&T   CONTROL  *NI;  JJiUR^ 


Annual   Report 
Fiscal  Yeur  July   1.    WLL  -  June    30.    1915 


In  normal  times  insect  pest  and   plant    disease   control 
is  of  great  importance,    but   in  war  times  it   oeccnies  a  vital  need 
in  order  to  produce  adequate  food  supplies  both  for  the  war 
effort  and   civilian  use. 

The  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control  and  Fairs  operates 
under  the  law  relating  to  the   control  of  plant  pests,   Chapter 
123,   General  Laws  of  Massachusetts,  Tercentenary  Edition  1932, 
as  amended  by  Chapter  309,  Acts  of  1938,   Chapter  1)6,  Acts  of  1939 » 
and  Chapter  144,  Acts  of  1943.     This  includes  the  enforcement  of 
quarantines  against  serious   insect  pests  and  plant  diseases* 

This  Division  cooperates  with  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  in  enforcing   the  Federal   quarantines  -  No.   45 , 
Gypsy  Moth;  Ho.   43,  Japanese  Beetle;  No*   63,  White  Pine  Blister 
Rust,   and  No.    71,   Dutch  Elm  Disease. 

During  the  past  year,    281  nurseries  in  Massachusetts  were 
inspected  and   certificates  issued,   which  permits  them  to  sell 
nursery   stock   in  the  State  and  other  States,   thereby  protecting 
the  public  by  preventing  the   shipment  of  insect   and  disease- 
infested  stock.     In  general,   the  nurseries  in  the  summer  of  1944 
were  in  good   condition  as  to   infestations  of  insects  and  diseases. 
However,    the  Cape  section  of  the  State  had  an  unusually  large 
infestation  of  gypsy  moths.      Due  to  wartime   conditions,   it  was 
difficult   to   seoure  inspectors;   nevertheless,   the   annual  inspec- 
tion was  accomplished,   and  also  the  property  surrounding  the  nur- 
series was  inspeoted  for  gypsy  moths. 


In   addition   tc   the   leeuln<    o.    eovtJ    I       I    s   to   the   freveri 

Of  nureer,,    ^tccK,    17-         into1    lipases  1  issued.     The   agent's 

licence   allow*  Oth   r   than  ri  Of   I         -    It    toll    certified   stoer. 

growix   in  HaaeaehusettO  or  cutsiue  States. 

During    '.he  inspection  or  the    an        ries  in  1?44,    for   baa   first 

lime  the  inspectors   reported  on  the  Kind  of   stoa£  grov.n   ana    the 

;0«      The   total   acreage   was   ft   >.  .  ^ximatcly    3>348    acres. 

Put  oh  1..L..-.  his.  >aj  g 

,  Up  to   the  present  tlat   the  Dutch  Xla  fill  •    I   oalj    boon 

founu  in  the  western  part   of  the  St  ate  |    aad  Onlj    h)    the   utmost 

vigilence   o.on    Mm    spread  of   this   dread  I    0/   elms    oe    cheese a. 

Manpower   short.  I    nit   this  v.o.v:   aion^,  with   ether  lines  of   v.crK 

uurine   1944.      Control   M    cures   consist   Ofilefly   or   ourni.         il 

infested   *-ood.     The   puolic   is   as*ced  not   to   cut   wood    for  fire-vcou, 

otCuu.e    a   tree   that   is   alive   is  not    such  a  aieaace   as   i  nen  it 

is  cut  up  in  a  pile.      i...        E»od   al     ild   a.  ver   N   allowed  to  lie  around 

*&loea   tb<     E>axk  is    rtaioved.      If   this   is   dom    it    will    help   control 

the    b< etlei  to   I    tarry  the   disease.     £ims  that  are  Kept   In  a  healthy 

condition  ey   3pr  aj  la     ana   Hj    out  ting  out    and  deetroylac        ad  and 

ft)  ing    branches  will   lessen   the    sor     \A    of   t&t    ais-.    B0«      It    is   hoped 

that   the  preservation  of  our  elms   can   be   accomplished  and    that  this 

laportant    abode  tree   in  U    I      ohueetta  will  not   go  ag  the   Chestnut   die 

European  Cong   norcr 

The  European  Com  borer  centinues  to  e  a   considerable 

&uat   Of        aage.      The   plowing   lai         c   modified    somewhat   in  194  3  to 

-How  for  soil  eoas<  rratien  purpoeee*     Bl         -eight  peraiti       re 

tat    _  to   persons  that  applied   as  lev  tnis   oftamge  in  too  law. 

Japanese   beetle 

The  Japanese  beetle   hat   OOea  found   In  tl       ant  I  /-.    State* 

meYer,   in  l-^44>   onlj    certain  iootlona  nrily   infested*     Good 


i 
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result  i    bare   ...   u    reported  (hi    soil  hai  been  ti^.tr.a  with  t 

"  lllky   disease."     T.is   disease  organism,   Bft«tlitUl  PopllUae*   Dut . , 

is   effective    in  billing  the    gftthi  of   the    Deetle   in    the    Mil* 

Gel den  jciutoae 

In   194-1   on  out  or      .    of   the   Golden  K«     bo   f   o;    potato   ml   dis- 
covered on  Lon*;  Island,  lork.      Due   to   its  incre  md  local 
spread   sines   that    fell     ,    it   una   thought    advisaole   to   conduct   a   survey 
to  det<     ilaf   if  possible   just  hot   much  it  bad  spread  to  other  States. 
Therefore,    during    tin    tmmmmt  months   of   194-4  ■  preliminary    survey   «res 
v    rried  cut  in   U              f  potato   tread  of  19  northern  fttates,   inolu* 
mn     ..          BbuaettO|    try   the  united  States  Dep              t   of  A&rioulture, 
^ureuu  of  intomoiogy   and  iPlant   %un -.marine,    coo,          1  -     with  t 
Btatea,     fortunately,  no  specimens     ere  found  either  in  t.      ^ield 
ttln   felon  of   potato   roots  or  specimens   submitted  for  laboratory 
stndj  . 

Insecticides 

During   the    p-;.st   .,  a  new    eOSftast   poison   eSau&only  tat#mi  as 

D»0«T«    ( uicnlcro-uiphen-trichlor*:  thcane)    baa  probably   received  ..ore 

puolicity   regaj  control  of   i        sti  than  any  one  Other 

insecticide.      Entomologists  .     that   never  in  the   history   of  ento- 

llogy    lad   a   oho <l| Oil  -    dlOOOf  red  t   offers   SUOl  Ise.      It 

is    a   c-.  eh  paralyzes  the    insect's   nervous    sustem.      It 

is    whitish  in   color  ana  is   an  OdorXeOfl  powcer  whiel  is  insoluole  in 

eater   out    readily   dissolved  in  tcerosene   ^nd   acetone,      li.h.r.    is  not 

ilia  bis   to   the   general   yuolic   uue   to   the   facs    thai    it    is 

itrloted  for  military  use. 

Methyl    bromide   haj    been   used  [Lore  widely   as   a  fSjnigant«   During 

lji,U  the  State  of  California  It   compulsory   that  gardenia  plants 

entering   the   tit  ate  must    oe   fumigated  with  methyl    oromide.      This 


fuiuigation   is    done   under  the    I  ision  ol'    fchla   Divisic.  . 

To  mi  I  its   continue    to    oe    oot         s©»e   pest 6,      Teiruit'  | 

h*v  iy   inSH    sad   in  M  juustttfc   in  the  past   fev.   |        -a.     A 

it  many   inquiries  WMN    .    i&i   in  regard   to   noasahold  pests,    fleas 
oeinn,  unu^u  .ii>     -  u -aunt    the   pa    -    MiMfti     &os&   cf    |h<    flsaa 
receivt-   ;er   i cent. irie.it ion  pre.         *o      ,   the    so-called   oat   and  aog 
l'lea. . 

The   orov-n   uog-tick,   khi^icephalus   sanguineus    ILatr) ,   v. 
reported   in  Massachusetts   for   the    first   fc&HM     This   ti  ok  normally 
inhabits   the   boutntrn  BtatM   and  prefers  the  r   climates.      It 

evi  :eiitiy  was  introduced  so   this   section  on  .£,  that  shipped 

to  _>oston  from  the   Jcouth,     It   creeps  rapidly,    ajad  evidently   in 
this  parti emlar  case   resulted  in  a  |   i      I         .  lefeald  pest.      It    eeluoia 
oothers   any   animal   o...,r   ti         the    dog;    and,    while   it    coes  not    Carry 
any   disease   in  this  country   except   canin-    piioplasmcsis,   it   creeds 
rapidly   ^nd   causes  t   deai   of  irritation  to   thsxa*      It   is 

.entially  i  domestic  species  ana  does  not  occur  in  the  woods  or 
epas  count ry»aa  do  many  other  ticks,  hut  is  usually  found  concen- 
trated re-    tag  a  are  kept. 

The  past   maer  etasiderabla  %%M    was  given  to  the   insect 
pre  clems   cf   the    victory    g&£datt$<    particularly   the   ones  oj  I    oy 

the   P  iifc   Department  of  the   city  cf  Boston.     This  Division  also  fur- 
ftlsaed  ski   victory  garden  on  Boston  Co     en  with   exhiuition  material* 

During  the  ^ear  several   radio    tains  on  insects  ana  dil  s 

were  give*  in   connection  vltb  the  Ba        I   ..and  Radio  JMews  Service. 

i.-ute  Pine   ^eibter   Huet   Control 

T.ie   control  of   the  White  Pine   blister  Rust    disease    continues 

to    ea  one   of   the  major  plant   pest    control  proolecis   in  Massachusetts. 
While  much   baa    ceen   aQoOmplished  in  chec^ins   the    Spread  of  the 


diaa%aa    through  the  of   currant   ana   goose-  DUShaafl 

tne  t   plants  of   the    dietase,    continued  violence   is 

neeaeci   to  ftalnta]  a  adequate   control.  I   LI  vision,    under  a 

itiT6   imiH>   with   the  bureau  of  Lxito&olo^y   ana  x'lant    quaran- 
tine  of    the  United  Lt,  .tee  Depar:.         ■    of  Agricult lira*    OOtttlnuad  its 
efforts   during   the    calendar  year  1944   to  I  ■      M  rtrol  areas 

eliminate   any   ataiolng   current    ana   gooseoerry    oushes.      On   account 
of   the   lauor   shortage,    only   skeleton  forces   SOUld   fej   _..;  _    ined  for 
this   work.     The  laoor  employed  consisted  principally   oiv   older  ^en 
or  ctacrs   act   physically   fit    for   tl  -      ore   confining  work:  of  war 
plants.      Y»ith    such  labor  as  was  available,    extinctions  were  —  da 
on  43,36^   ...ores  of   land  in   control   oreas   in  24,   tov»ns   and  one    city 
in  the  State,      Frcia   these   control   areas  87,6^7   Blld   a«d   5%s   culti- 
vated  currant      id   g#ea#*4  r.y    oushes  v  ore   eradicated  in   the   protection 
of   the  valuable  te   pines   in   tk       real    I  ned.      At   the   close  of 

1944  the  Division,    in  collaboration  with  the  Federal   agency,   ajad 
ende  -voring  to  maintain  the   control  of  the   disease  on  a  total  net 
control   area  of   1, 734,6-39  acres  of   laai  in  Massachusetts  wnere  white 
pine   is   a  valuable    element   in  the   local  land-use   pattern. 


fairs  and  Iixhiuits 

There-  was  a  aarkad  chanr.e  in  the   agricultural   fair  a  situa- 
tion in  the  1944  aaaaoa  from  that  of  1943.     411  aajor  i    Ira  c   ©rated 
in  tba   winmsr  and  fall  of  1944,  with  the  exception  of  the  Eastern 
&tatat  Imposition  in  Ifr'est  Springfield   and  the   kssex  County  Fair  In 
Tcpsfield.     The  £aatexs  Bfcataa  Exposition  operated  in  1941  and  haa 
not  bald  a  snow  since;    and  fopsrield   did  not    hoi-    in  1943  or  1944- 
Vaathaz   oondlt    oat    an  the  whole  way*   satisfactory,    and  the  onlj    c 
fc]    r  encountered  waa  during  the  waak  of  B*pta»D*r  10-16  which  is 


V. 


.  ..■ ...  jjJttM 


i    spoicen  of   as   "hurricane         £."     on  Va   a  sday   evening, 
Sapteabe<  >ane    stru.r:  r  la  lnd 

aamtinu'  until  -      I B    -  li    ••    I  a±B  '   li>«      heavy 

......  to  :aad  grounna  at  oroc.-.ton  Fair,    ant 

rarml   teats  anc  I   ruiiie~.     The  ure«   ..  _    14       _r 

.so      Dread  to    t&M      on  itt  jnd  n  a. 

Ther  c        ilr»,  \.r,    came   th.        h   in  good   shape   i  lt<     of    t. 

storm. 

The   Mfcal   aaaaaav  of   f^irs   hela   v.;;s   greater  than  last   fW*t 
anc    re  —■ :    1   si    L26«      This  includes  major,   Gr_- 

ty    fairs,    poultry   and   raDbit   association   abaaai   and  mi scelx_aeous      j 
exhibitions   Mad   s;.c*s,    all  of   which   received  an   allotment   of  btate 
prist  /•      Tot -1  of   a.    11-    llOBl    received   for  an  alldtfcs&t 

of  ot-te  prize  money    .         -kbt    ^ut   of    this  nu.  x9  or  gaftl  I tat]  tni  for 

vidous    reasons   cancellen   t.  .-hiuitions.     The   tot^l  attendance 

111   -  lira   in  1944  Nl   430, 60S  v.  was  an  i:c re-.se   of     . :  .  e  than 

200,000  over    t;  vious   year.      Tnt    toto.i   nu        i    or   igrf  OTiltaflpal 

axalOlta    \lso   showec   an  incre  N    ~*er   ueing   72»25X,  the 

total   of    all   exhibits   1 0,763.      £>cys*    and  girls*    exhibits  totalled 
22,66$«     The  lie  ..cut    sent   out   t   tot-1   of   1,731   Ohaafra  to  premium 

i  MATBt    and  cf    this   number  boys  .iris    receivec   7H   for  |>|  will  mm i 

v*cn  in   iillaaai  o.en   to    juniors  Sal    .      At  l..  nv    fairs   aoys   and   ^irls 
exhitit    in   the  open   classes  also   ana   win  premiums   in   competition 
■»ith  their   elders. 

In   audition   to   cash  premiums  paid,    the  Department   also   avarded 
08   certific        ■  of  merit   to    oc-ys    and  girls   for  achiev         it   in   judging 
I   oth   i    special   contests.      The  so   certificates  have    oeen   substitutes 
for   ri^jous,    trophies   and  medals  anion  were   awarded    oeforc    the  war 


\ 


v. 


for   the    Sa&e    clau    or    su  xrior   aeco    .  _i:-n      at.      Three    special   t,.o- 
i..tr earner  ribbons  c  for  cutstand:  . I     soil   sons*  rratj 

practices, 

T  «irs  had  light    harness   racing  ana   Tour    fairs   ;ari-  ;.utuel 

racing  v.ith   running,  horses.     thrs*    i-irs  bad   I  -,   sag  nine 

-.It   clashes   Tor    horses,    ana   el  gilt    0       the   Bine    for  oxen 
well  • 

The  iaatero  fc>tat<  B  i>  position   uuilaings  and  grcunas   are 
still  in  use   uy   the   United  btates  Amy.      Ti       I      I      on  the  ifi  chu- 

setts  bt.te  iiil  lifllm  on  the  Eastern  States  Kxpoi         on  Grounas,    fiest 

.in&field,    however,  inatea  on  July   24i    1^4-4  ^a   all 

remtal    charges  nave   sac*   paia   and   <MMge   claims   settled  anu    .oneys 
receivea  taia   turned  over  to    the  T;         ..rer  of  the  CejDflMHMveaXtfet 

The  iirocKton  Fair  operated  la  i944»a&4  the  Massachusetts 
ouilaing   vat   lived    k    kouae    on   exhibit   pi.         1  ana  supervised   uy   the 
Department*     The  fitsartieent      f  Conservation,   Division  of  I 

:iesf    sot  up  ;st    i        resting        .  .  atsrac^ive   I  1-    showing 

varieties    rod  icinds  of   salt   vafre?  fish   ana  shell  fish  ana   featuring 
c.oiLe  ne>.   rarleties  v.-nich  nave  beea  Draught  into       leraX  use  as  a 
.suit   oi    t,ne  war.     The  Department   of  Correction  exhioited  products 
sade  in  the  Department's  shops  whiafc  eing  usea  is   the  war 

ort.      The   Department   of  Public   health  featured  a  mosquito   exhibit 
showing        I     ia-c  ing  species.         tnioiti      ire   also   installed 

by    the   State   college,  chusetts  frtats  Guard,   fciasaaehueetts 

•omen's  Civilian   Defense   Corps,    Red  Cross   Chapter*     Tie  Division  of 
Dairying   sad  ami  tal  h,    .  n..y  of  the  Peps   bsent  of  A  -  leulturaa  t. 
a*et  1   n  btates  Lives^ocic  Loss  Prevention  Association*    the  U.   £... 
Department   of   Lhe  Interior     Fish   and  Midlife  L-ervioe   ana   the  Office 


3. 


of  Price  Administration   lee    Lin     PrioaJ   and   ■#**   Cofttral)    llN 

exhioictd.      The  Division  or t&   showed  sultry  product. 3  on 

die^luy   which   wai  lst<  -in5   i;nd   instructive.     The  Massachu- 

setts  .Experiment   Statics)  as*  Urr  a  ijutch  Hi     Disaase  t  it    showing 

the    beetles   afelSB    tpraad    6  tie  .A  i*otion   pi  St  UTS   'heat  re 

seating   seventy-five  peo  -ie   gave   four   showings   folly  of   eduction   1 
agri  ouit/Ur  ,1    i'i  lus. 

On  tht  -   of   BafVaafi        U  Nl  ser^  .  .    :8  a  raven 

for  people   on  the   grounas  wno  were   forced  to   seeK    shelter  uuriug 
tne    hurricane.      a  total   of  ^ere   than  10 .;   ^en,    .  oinen  and   children 
re   t.~Ken   care   of   auring    the  at    and   regained  in  ana    building 

until   the   stoirt:   passed  and  the  wind   suusided. 

All  major   fairs  were  inspected   ana   a  recor  icen  of  ill 

agricultural   and  other  exhioits. 

fHi  Fair*  LattSY      as  ie        I   ui -monthly  instead  of  monthly   in 
order  to   conserve   papc  ,or. 

The  division   cooperated  \  ith   the  M  ehusetts  Fairs  Asso- 

.tion  ana  wl  zh  all  fairs  associations  sponsoring    shows,    furnished 
.era   for  nactlaga  and   collaborated  with   the  Fairs  Association   1b 
pr  ing  Bad   issuing   the  Fleming  Co   .ittee's   n    ort,    copies  of 

o.  _nt    to  the   secretaries  of   all   fairs   ratal  Ting   an 

allot feanfe   of  KaU  prise     ency.     Lists  c.     Latai  of  all  fairs  were 
preparer    aid    furnished   free   ttpoa   request. 

R^aio   aroaaeasts  nave   Man  Ml       ring  the  year  stressing 

the  agricultural   and  educational   value    of    faira  and   the   assistance 
.ich   faira   BAYS    aaaa   to  Mai         avaetts   agriculture    for      any   years. 
The   premium  lists  of   all  fairs   receiving   an  allotment   of  Btata 
prize  aioney    have    feaaB  appro  Tad* 


. 


The  Division  has   a]  cf   the  laintsnanoe  an<  eep  of  t. 

0%  its   cuilai:u>  -         ;IM  fair  Grcunas  at   I  on  and  L.    oern 

Itatea  Exposition  {rounds,    Host  t pringfield.     The     -.      entails  t) 

c  p    trees   and   plsttt«»OUtl    as   well    II   of  the    oviil   .       *•       , 
ecial   exhibits  |     I    0      -it   the  G:  -rri:i£ton  Fai .  , 

wn  .uiturai  Hi        is  in  VoressteF  -  sswerai  BBailsx  snows* 

The  division   supported   the  .,u;;  s   4~B  Civ  -t 

Mc^.  .  »tti   State  College,   aaharst,    an       arnished  4,-t.  pins  for 

first-ye  j:  b«I       s.      The   4-fl  ^  I   Com  bo  -e   also 

paid   for  f-  tats  prii  I     -cpri  -tion.      These   slows   are   all 

held  in  i       i colon  i  Onion  Agricultural  meeting  in 

rooster   and,    in  addition,    the  Departs  >aye   a  lion  If   z': 

IStinj .  T I    expenses   for  ball  S«     The   coc±:-    mtlc        : 

^oung  peo.le   is  very    iJipoi  incluucs  not   SBlj    4>fl  Glut] 

jijers   out   Future-  Farmers  of  America  and  uog  people  not 

affiliated  with  any   organize. d  groups. 

The  Director  of  _i vision  acts   as   coilaoorator   for  New 

land  Rudio  Nefcs  service   as   contact  -ion  n   the  Massachusetts 

Development         .  Industrial  Ceemlssion   and  fan  organizations  in 
Sonne ot ion   witfe    the   acvertiein      -^ua  pUBOtlonaj   vo:.*-:   carried  on  to 
inor.  aaXi  oion  of  MassachusetT.s-^rov.n   fane  pro- 

LOts*     Thus   two   activities  increased  ti.        err:   of  the  Division, 

*  ohe   fai  .ctivitiee         re   alto   increased  greatl]     over  fc   of 

the   previous 

Director 
itss't   -^iiwCtor 


■■:••:•■•        I 

Uoj,  i   ^ 

Fisc-I  Year  Jmv  1.  1ji<-  -  June  y J .  l->/>5> 

r  the  sec  on  *  consecutive  season,  Apiary  Ins. ecti 
was  intensified  In  Berkshire,  Franklin,       ire  and  Has?,  den 
Counties.  Marked  iBsproveaent  in  freedom  fro*  disease  was  found 
in  Berkshire  County,  which  probably  i?  in  the  best  condition 
it  lias  been  in  many  years.    further  follow-up  is  1  nned  for 
1945.    lefeise,  there  will  b#   ■  reinspeetlon  where  needed  in 
the  counties  of  the  Connecticut    ley.   It  is  further    ed 
to  e:     this  systeaatic  inspection  eaetwar     a  greater  part 
&f  soreeeter  County.   ttlaately,  b  this  locess,  every  known 
colony  of  bees  in  the  area  will  have  b~en   examined  t    st 

diseased  colonies  will  te ve  been  properly  disposed 
of  by  approved  seans. 

In  the  ares  around  ?&lth&®#  a  limited  amount  of  in- 
spection was  possible.   It  included  a  re    action  of 
in  Korfolk  County  and  vicinity  which  hsd  been  (tuarentlned  in 
.   Conditions  in  this  area  are  satisfactory  and  Up  roving, 
acificf-lly,  §82   calls  on  beekeepers  were  mme;   jail 
colonies  were  examined,  of  w.Mch  193  colonies  were  foun       ed 
with  American  I oulbr m    .   This  i     roxie&tely  double  the  in- 
action calls  which  it  was  possible  to  make  in  1942   and  it  is 
-oxl&ately  double  the  number  of  Aserlc*vn  fouler     S seased 
colonies       that  year.  The  r       in  would  sees  to  in  ic  te 
t  there  is  no  sign if leant  upward  trend  or  pre valence  of 
ric .- '    foulbroo        these  v&r  ye.-.-  .    jwever,  since 
war  c  >i  itions  h/.ve  prevented  ad    te,  coiaplete  Inspeeti 


in  certain  localities  and  have  precluded  any  inspection  in 
soice  counties  of  t    tate,    U  are  made  to  resume  systea- 
atic  and  statewide  infection  as  soon  as  economic     itions 
will  permit,   to  thin  end  in  anticipation  of  the  tlrae  when 
sufficient  capable  inspectors  will  be  available,  ■  post-v 

n  for  .  i  ry  Inspection  has  been  submitted  with  the  buoget 
request,  designed  to  enable  annually  the  lai  ection  of  ea- 
of  the  approximately  f,      iaries  in  Massachusetts,     Is 

r^,:r   reflects  alike  the  requests  of  both  the  beekeepers 
and  the  fruit  growers  of  Mass:"  uetts.   It  would  •*•«  to  be 
a     ?r  function  of  t       ■  to  foster  and  assist  the  con- 
servation of  bees,   and  beekeeping  in  the  face  of  shorts jjg#ti  of 
bees,  of  honey  ^.nd  of  bee  tl  &ent  which  exists  on 

a  iu  tionv/ide  basis.   >xrticuXr.rly  urgent,  as  htm   been  demon- 
strated erch  year  during  the  war,  ?:re  sufficient  overwintered 
colony  bee?  t    at  the  requirements  of  fruit  i.r   vegetable 

growers  tor   crop  pollination.    irdn&tion  of  bee  diseases 
is  one  of  the  roost  potent  factors  in  maintain!       equate 
i'o  active  bee    aUtlon  in       .usetts. 


-  Lef  Apiary  Inspector 
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Annual   Resort 
Fiscal  Year  July   1.    19U.  -  June    30.   19^5 


The  Bonding  Law  is  starting  on  its  thirteenth  year  of 
operation.     The  financial   status   of   the  mil*   dealers  affected 
Dy  the  law  as  of  June   30,    1945  shows  a  definite  trend   tov.ard 
economic  maturity   in  the  industry  as  compared  with  the  year 
1933.     The  enforcement    of  the  Bonding  Law  has  brought   into  focus 
the  need  of  keeping  current   assets  in  a   ratio   to    current  liaoi- 
lities  of  2  to  1;   this   ratio   oeing  the  yardstick  used   by  all 
business*     Partly  because  of  tnis  trend  and  partly   because  of 
other  economic  factors,   this  section  was  not   required  to  fore- 
close on  any  bond   during  the  year;   the  Department  was  able   to 
make  settlements  from  other  assets  of  dealers. 


the  Bonding  Law  started,   the  farmers  of   the  Coupon- 
wealth  were  wittingly  or  unwittingly  forced  to  act  as  bankers  for 
the   industry.     In  many  cases,   dealers  were  unable  to  finance 
capital  purchases  through  banking  connections.     Payments  due 
farmers  were  held  up  beyond  any  reasonable  length  of  time.     Today, 
farmers  as  a  rule  are  being  paid  on  time   and  the  dealers  have 
posted  with   the  Commissioner  nearly  a  million  dollars  as  n 
guarantee  that  payments  will  be  made  to   the   farmers.     In  1933* 
the   farmers  of  the  state  were  owed  about  one  million  dollars  in 
addition  to   the  amounts  due   for  current  mi  He,   and  the   farmers  in 
1933  were  in  constant  peril  for  a  market,      when  a  market  was  had, 
the  net  return  was  less  thai    cost  of  production.     In  addition, 
many   dealers  were  financially  unsound.      So  the  economic  lot   of 
our  producers  was  a  sorry  one. 


The  war  has  wrought   changes  in  the   industry.     Prices  were 
frozen;    costs  were  increased.     Through  forced  savings  and  greater 
care  of  equipment,    the  ail*  industry  weatnered  the  storo,and,   in 
fact,    review  of   the  balance  sheets  proves  the   assertion  that   the 
dealers  are  holding  their  own  during  this  war  period  and,   in  most 
cases,    are  improving  their  economic  position.     In  fact  a  backlog 
of  necessary   purchases  of  equipment   has  been  built  up  and  should 
help  the  whole   state  in  the  period  of  reconstruction  and  recon- 
version after  the  impact  of  war  has  been  lifted. 

A  few  statistical   facts   follow: 


A, 


Bonds  held  June   30,   1944 
Bonds  held  June   30,   1945 

Increase 
Explanation  of  increase; 


¥873, 131*00 
939,463.00 

66,332.00 


B. 


1.  Slight  increase  in  production. 

2.  Slight  increase  in  average  price  due 

to  increase  in  Class  I  sales. 
3*  Tendency  to  pay  Class  1  price  for 

Class  II  use  as  insurance  for  supply 
during  short  periods. 

License  applications  received  to  June  30,  1944  -  561 

License  applications  received  to  June  30,  1945  -  547 

Decrease  -  14 

Explanation  of  net  decrease: 

Caused  by:   1.  Mormal   retirement   due  to  age. 
2.  Marginal  dealers  sold   because 
of  price  vai-ue   of  good  will* 
3-   Army  calls. 
4.  Help  shortage. 

Offset   in  part   by:    1.  Army  returnees 

2.  Producer-dealers  now  buying 

mi  lit. 


i 


A  number  of  strong  dealers  strengthened  their  position  in 

murKet  by   purchases  of  ether  dealer  businesses. 

Note;     There  are  approximately   2,100   distributors  of  mil*  in  the 
Commonwealth.     Approximately  three-quarters  of  them  produce   ^heir 
own  or   ouy  from  other  dealers*      Therefore,   only   550   come  under 
the  tfonaing  Law,     Forty   dealer  bonds  returned  because  dealers 
went   out   of  business,    7/1/44  through  6/30/45,   totalling  $12, /40, 
Fifteen  more   bonds  were  pending   final   audits.     The  downward 
trend  wil_  probably  be  checked  by  new  men  entering  the  milic 
ousiness.     The   average   bond  was  |J)0« 


C,  Total   bonds  received  from  July   1,    1944  to 

June   30,   1943  *>6$5, 760.OO 

Total   oonds  returned  from  July  1,   1944  to 

June    30,    1945  5B9, 4^3.0^ 

This  item  represents  a  normal  turnover  of  oonas 

per  year  due  to  termination  and  cancellation. 

D,  Diversification  of  calls  made  by  field  men  during 

the  year: 

276  dealers 
47  lawyers 
46  farmers 

3  bankers 
14  hearings 

2   insurance  executives  (outside  of  Boston) 

1  court  officer 

i.  Pieces  of  collateral  handled: 

260  pieces  deposited  or  withdrawn  from  Treasurer* s 

office 
110  surety  bonds 
50  other  types  (mortgages,  etc) 

F.   Hearings  held: 

There  were  14  hearings  held  on  14  dealers. 

All  violations  exposed  by  hearings  were  corrected 
and  checked  later  for  purposes  of  control. 

There  were  $0  conferences  held  with  20  dealers  or 
their  lawyers  for  alleged  violations.  Some 
confusion  was  created  by  misunderstanding  of 
auditing  principles  of  2«li Ik  Control. 

There  were  10  conferences  with  dealers  re 

arrearages.  All  were  brought  up  to  date. 


/ 


One  dealer  voluntarily  sold  his  business  and  paid 
up  arrearages  to  farmers  without  affecting 
bond.  No  other  solution  was  practical  and 

necessary. 


a 
formal 


action  was  not 


Accounting  principles  of  4  dealers  were  checked  and 
suggestions  made  for  improvement  to  stop  loss 


A  few  observations   for   the   year  July  1.    19LL  to  June    3 Q .    194,5 

The   financial  picture  of  the   distributors  of  mi  Ik  buying 
from  producers  was   uette./ou  over  prior  years   due,    in  large  measure, 
to  more  uconoiaioal  plant   and  distribution  operations* 

The   financial  picture  of   the    farmers  was   lettered  over 
prior  years,    despite  increased  costs,    due   to  extraordinary   effort 
to  overcome  ail  obstacles  confronting   the   farmer  during  the 
year:    -  Shortage  of  help,   high   cost  of  grain  and  hay,   and  the 
poor   hay    crop   harvested  in  l^UU*     Federal   suosidy   was  indeed  a 
spur  to  account    for   the  phenomenal  production.     Increased  Class  1 
use   Bj  the  public  also   helped  the   farmer  to  seep   his  courage  by 
increasing  his  net   composite  price. 

Many   small   dealers  sold  out    during  the  year.     The  larger 
dealers  were  eager  to   buy  in  order  to  aosorb  the   quota  given   uy 
the  fear  Food  Administration  to   the   selling  dealer.     The   distribu- 
tion of  ffiilK  is  in  few  r  hands,    but   the  end  of  the  war  may   bring 
new  blood  into   the  industry. 

Several  returning  veterans  have  already   signified  their 
intention  of  going  into  the  milk  business. 

The  Department   has  been  asked  on  many  occasions  for 
remedial   suggestions  by   the   dealers  when   they  were  faced  with 
new  requirements.     Help  was  given  or  arrangements  were  made  with 
the  proper  authorities   for  interviews.     The  industry  had  confi- 
dence in  the  Department,    and  we  hope   that  we  accomplished  our  mite 
for  the  war  eifort. 

After  conferences  with  many  officials  of  the  insurance  com- 
panies,   a  brighter  and  truer  picture  was  drawn  of  the  mil*   ousiness. 
This  has  made  it       easier  for  mil*  men  to   post   surety   bonds  when 
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such  is  the  deal  re  of  the  dealers,  bever^l   dealers  were  actually 
helped  by  comparative  study  of  balance  sheets  and  the  same  presented 
tc  the  injurance  companies. 

The  record  consumption  of  Class  1  lailic  during  the  year  has 
oeen  &0ucmplisb»d  in  large  measure  oy  the  staoility  or  the 
industry  at  this  tiiue.   The  retail  price  of  milk  was  held  at 
16  cents.   The  quality  was  continued  at  its  previous  high  standard. 
The  public  reacted  favorably  and  bought  it  for  its  intrinsic  food 
value.  MilK  is  the  one  product  that,  during  the  var,  was  not 
debased  In  order  to  offset  rising  costs*  The  industry,  through 
prudent  management,  absorbed  the  increased  costs  and  continued 
to  prosper  without  relief  from  increased  selling  price* 

Continued  examinations  of  audits  v^ere  made  during  the  year. 
This  section  cooperated  in  a  helpful  manner  with  ail  agencies 
connected  with  agriculture.  Many  helpful  suggestions  v-ere  given 
and  were  duly  appreciated  oy  the  responsible  agents  who  were  them- 
selves beset  with  problems  both  gnarly  and  multitudinous. 
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g£H  ttjLCLAM*TlQN   .bOARD 

Annual   Report 
Fiscal  Year  July   1.   19^  -  June    30.    1915 

The  State  Reclamation  tfoard  which  is  the   successor  to 
the  old  State  Drainage  Board  was  originally   created  to   drain  or 
flow  a  meadow,    swamp,  marsh  or  other  lowland,   largely   for  agri- 
cultural purposes. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  288  of  the  Acts  of  1929, 
authority  was  given  to  the  Reclamation  Board  to   create  mosquito 
control  projects  where  there  was  a  demand    for  same  and  where 
funds  were  provided  for  carrying  on  the  work:.     Since  that  time 
the   activities  of  the  Board  have  been  largely  of  the  development 
of  this  type   of  work,   and  the  period   covered  by  this  report  was 
no  exception  to  this  rule.     These  various  mosquito  control  projects 
were  created  and  maintained  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  252 
of  the  General  Laws,   Chapter  315  of  the  Acts  of  1931f   as  amended, 
and  Chapter  112  of  the  Acts  of  1931  •     This  work  on  mosquito  eontrol 
has  included: 

1.  Supervision  of  mosquito   control  projects  organized 
under  the  so-called  Mosquito  Control  Act  (Chapter  288,   1929). 

2.  Maintenance  of  mosquito   control  works  are  largely  in 
salt-marsh  areas  constructed  with  State  funds  as  an  unemployment 
relief  measure  during  the  years  1931*  19  3^  end  1933.    (Chapter 
112,  Acts  of  1931). 

3.  Surveys  in  cities  and  towns   in  response  to  requests 
from  administrative  officials. 

4.  Response  to   request   for  surveys  and  advice  in  areas 
adjacent  to  Amy  camps   and  to  defense  areas. 
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5«      Technical   assistance  to   irul visuals  u.,aerta£inj  to 
control   the  mosquito   nuisance  on  tht-ir  own  pro^-  rty. 

o*      Distriuution  of  public   inform m  IX  on   concerning   the 
mo s (ml  t o   p ro  b  1  em . 

In   cur   annual   report  for  the  previous  year  we   spoke  of  the 
snort.. gi  of   la cor,    out    compare        ith  the   fiscal   ye   r  1945,    the 

~r  1944  was   l   pretty    comfort  a  cie  yea   .      In  1945   iti   w^s  almost 
iiapos^i^ie   in  many   oi    the  towns  to   secure    sufficient   help  to 
vry    on  the  maintenance  work,    and  again  the   higher   i        s  cf 
lauor  meant  Rtfty   hcure  less  of  work   from   lbs   funci  usually   §ei 
asiae   for  its  work* 

Cape   iou  mosquito  Control  Project,    comprising  fifteen   towns 
of  r>arnstajle  County,    is  not   only  the  largest  project   in  the 
State    out   is  also   the  claest.      This  year  of  1945  marks    the 
fifteenth  year  of   its  work,      it   has   reduced  the  prevalence  of 
mosquitoes  en  Cape  Cog   to   the   point      here  they   are  no   longer  a 
nui^nce. 

The   Cape  Cod  Project    carried  on  as  usual   fcfeifl   ye*r,      lthough 
there  v,ere  fewer  laborers,      ooth   the   salt-marsh  una  fresh  water 
work   received  attention,    and  the  oiling  was   carried  on  to   ■  fair- 
extent*      Ail  in  all,    considering   the   difficulties  -under  which 
they  worked,    they  made  a  good   showing*     The  expenditures  for  the 
Cape  Ccc   Project    ior  the  fiscal  jrt&j    1945  v.  ere  § 34 » 93 5* 59* 

The  Nantucket  Mosquito   Control  Project,    which   is  much   smaller 
than   the   Cape   ooa  Project,    oeing   confined  to   the  town   of  Nantucket, 
.    st-rted  the   same  year  as  the   Cape  Cod  Project*     Money   was 
aerously   contriouted   uy  the   sui ..-.-;er  visitors  and   the  town  aas  fro., 
the   very    oeginnin,-.   support**  the  project   with   annual  appropriations. 
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Unfortunately   in  194  v   iAbe)r  was  so   s^rce  on  the  Island   that 
it  i.-posLiole   to   accomplish   anything   ^urin^   the   fi       .      .he 

to*n  made  the   usual  i-opriatiWM    and   sent  OftSf   to   oe   deposited 

to   the   btute  Treasurer,    so  that   wtoso   la^or   coulu   oe   secured  there 
vould   ue   fundb   to    carry   on  the   v.ork. 

During  the  period  from  1931   to   lv33  the  State  Be4f   lioeral 
appropriations,    totalling  in  all  $400,000,  for  mosquito   control 

:'£.  ia  the    seaccast   towns  of   the  btate  in  an  effort   to   relieve  the 
unemployment    tituation. 

Chapter  lie   of   the  Acts  of   1931*    v.hi  cL   al.s  the   initial   appro- 
priation act,    provided   that   the  ttssla—ll  nil  board   shoux  Llj 
astess   cities  ^nd  towns   in  which  the  mosquito   control   ditches  were 
constructed  in  oraer  to  maintain  them  in  an  effective   condition. 
In  the  fifty-one   cities  and  towns   concerned,          ual            opriatiens 
have    „      a  ......  :e,    .inn  under  the   supervision  of   the  bt at*  Reclamation 

Board  maintenance   soi'fc  has   ceen  regularly  performed. 

In  1945  the  laoor  situation  was  such  that   it   was        possible 
to  y   on  maintenance  MSil    ;n  only  forty-two   of  the  fifty-one 

towns   concerned.      In  many   iaass   it   was  necessary  to   experiment 
with  new  men,   a.en  not  f miliar  with   elm  work.     However,   unaer  the 
supervision  of   the   rield  agents  of  the  Re clamut i on  £oard,    satis- 
factory   progress  was  BS>de   and  the  pro^ra:         s   carried  on  in  these 
forty-two   towns.     Total    expenditures   for  this  maintenance  for  the 
riseai   year  1945   ■*•   i<-4,005.  3*:. 

Duriiii     the   fiscal  year  1945   a   request        I    I  ade  fro.r.   the   town 
of   fceston  for  a   SUTVSJ    of   conditions   there,    and  the  town  later 
appropriated  $.1,000   for  bo* quite    control  work,      a  aearin  s   aeld 

.ich  was   attended   oy   town  officials.      It   is   expected  that   in  the 
near  future,    the  Weston  Project   will   oe   created. 
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The  pa:-'    ft        -.   1    .ailed  for  I  iavtatit  .    and  reports 

as  to  iuos^uito   D_  M •  .    Ltlona    in  v..  i<     w   eo. ...unities  of   the 

uo..i:.on.e-ilth.      In   f  act ,    it    I  n  impossible   v-iti    our   mU   field 

force   to   respond   to   ail   of   these   requests  as   tool   as  wished   for. 
However,    it,   is   hopea  that   curing  tbt   coding  Nwtr(    v,e  will   ue   aole 
to    complete   these    surveys   and   re        5   to   the  towns   :  I  teu. 

during   the  IsXatlTt  saasion  of   1945 1    t.v-o   J..i£  cted 

effecting   the  NQXfc   of  the  8tata  Raalamatloi)  ,x>      &•      T.         i--st   v.- as 
Chap  tar  456|    M    Ipt   creating   the  Bsrltl  Couat>   Loa  .uito  Control 

Project,    inclu-ing  the  thirty-two   towns    ana   cities  of  .-t    ::t.ire 
County.     Under  the  provisions  of   this  Act,    the  btate   has  to   appro- 
priate  annually   oft   Sttouat   e^ual  to  -ty-five   cents  o..    fchl    thousand 
oil  the   valuations,    and  assess  the   amount    .  iok  on  L<    i      c      u- 
nities   SOaprlslBg   tfea   County  .     The   secona  was  Chapter   35,    a  resolve 
provi ding   for  an   investigation  and   study    by    a  joii ■■     .o iri   ocual  Sting 
of  W.e  Department   of  Puolic  Health   and  the  State  Reclamation  board 
relative  to   IBS   protection   of   the   puulic   health   ana  the    relief  fro. 
the  mosquito  nuisance  in  the  Charles   Rirar  Va.  ley    uad  the  Jennings 
Pono    traa. 

Both   the   legislative   act   and  the   resolve  we.e   en«ctee  previous 
to   the  end  of  the  fiscal  yea.    1945.     Tfea   ap-j  ropriatlo&c   for  carrying 
out    tha   same   ,  ere  not    enacted  until  after  June   30,    1945,    so  no 

"tafcaa   on   these   projects   during    the-   fiscal  yaar   covtrea 
oy   this    repcrt. 

The  expenses  of   the  Redaction  £©ard  for   su-irvising   the 
rlous   projects  and   responding    to   ra  qua  St  8  for   surveys    u  vice 

on  mosquito    control  projects  were  |    ,  ;6jU87» 

SgQRGj   ...    ^Tfu-a'-lw.. 
Baaratajry 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives?: 


^4  |  j 


Jn  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  12S  of  the  General 
Laws,   J    am  making  herewith  the   report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  period  from  July  1,   1945  to  June   30,   1946. 


Respectfully  submitted 


CoiSiQissioner 


Personne I  of  Hi  fat»&£ltta3tt 

Commissioner  -  Frederick  &•    cole,   Amherst 


Advisory  jtoard 
Milton  C#   Alien,  Newton 
Ve.TTTiOU  #.    Mudgett,   Lancaster 
Witold  J.   Mikelk,   Hardwick 
H&iiatt  Richards,    Sandwich 
Ernest  Hoftyzer,  Welleeiey 
John  Scavpitto,  Korfth  Adams 

DtYtB^nff 

Dairying  &  Animal  Husbandry 
Livestock  Disease  Control 

Markets 

Plant  Peat  Control  &  fairs 

Mil*  Control 


Staff  Offices 
Apiary  Inspection 


Term  expires  January 
Term  expires  January 
Term  expires  January 
Tessa  expires  January 
Twr»  expires  January 
Term  expires  January 


31,  1947 

31,  1947 

31,  1948 

31,  1948 

3a,  1949 

31,  1949 


Director  -  Lester  T,  Tompkins,  -kssex 
Director  -  Harrie  W.  Pel roe,  Medford, 

through  May   31,   1946 
Director  -  vacancy 
Director  -  Louis  J.   Brems,   Boston 
Ass*  t  Birectoi*  -  ^uiney  ••  Lowry,   Canton 
Director  -  Joseph  C.    Cort,  tto'plcinton 
AssH  Director  -  Jerry  bond,   Jr.,  Needham 


Chief  Apiary  Inspector  -  Burton  N.   Gates, 

Worcester 
bonding  &  Licensing  of  Milk  Sr.   Dairy  Bonding  Investigator  - 

Dealers  James  Jfct.  Collins,  Brookline 

Jfarm  Aid  Bureau  for  Veterans  Daniel  J.    Curran,  Marlboro 

Reclamation  Board*  Secretary  -  George  *•   &tratton,  Hopkinton 

Edward  Wright,   Departaftnt  of  Public  Health  -  Chairman 
Hi  chard  £•  Hale,   Department  of  Public  Viorks 

Daniel  J«    Cur ran,   Department   of  Agriculture 

Soil  Conservation  Committee? 

Frederick  %$    Cole,   Com.isslcner  of  Agriculture  •  Chairman 
Willard  A#   Munson,   Director,   Extension  Service  *  Secretary 
JFred  J*    Sievers,   Director,   Experiment  Station 
Milton  C.   Allen 


Vernon  D.   Muagett 
Witold  J.  Mlkelk 
William  Richards 
Ernest  iioftyzer 

John  Soarpltto        ) 


Advisory  jioard 
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?ea~  fcattaa  iaat  ML  1946 

The  following  report  covers  the   first  peacetime  year  following 
the   conclusion  of  world  War  II.      while   the   actual  fighting  ceased  in 
August  of  1945,  Massachusetts  farmers  experienced  a  continuation  of 
the  wartime   shortages  of   supplies,    eviUipment   and  laoor  due  to  world 
demand  for  the  products  of  our  farms  and  factories. 
Production 

Skilled  laoor  for  Massachusetts  farms  was  short  due   to   the  demand 
of  other  industries.     Truck  crops  v^ere  in  moderate  to   heavy   supply.     The 
potato   crop  was  heavy.     The  apple   crop  was  light   due   to   ths   late   spring 
frosts.     The   spring  of  194&  witnessed  a  severe  grain  shortage  in  the 
New  England  area  due  to   shipments  of  grain  abroad  and  resulted  in  a 
great er-than-normal  culling  of  poultry  flocks* 
Marketing 

Cash  receipts  to  farmers  were  over  119,000,000  more  than  last  year. 
A  statement  of  the  cash  farm  marketings  follows  this  part  of  the  report. 
Department  Operations 

The  Division  of  Dai ry ing  and  Animal  Husbandry   carried  on  the  feork 
of  inspection  of   dairy   barns  with  an  inadequate  force.     The  Division 
reached  a  new  high  in  the  numjer  of  poultry  flocks  recognized  under  the 
official   breeding  and   disease-control  grades. 

The  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control  noted  a  slight   increase  in 
the  numoer  of  reactors  to   the   tuoeroulin  test    but   the   rate  of  reaction 
was  less  than  one-half  of  one-percent   and  the  Commonwealth  retained  its 
status  of  a  modified  accredited  area  for  bovine  tuberculosis.     Newcastle 
disease  in  poultry   flocks  made  its  appearance  in  the  btate  and  is  causing 

ocuoern  to  our  poultry  men. 
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The  Division  of  Mar&ets  maintained  its  inspection  and  certification 
aork  in  fruits  and  veget&oies.  Price  informati en  was  made  available 
through  the  publication  of  the  wholesale  and  retail  market  reports  and 
radio  broadcasts. 

.Dutch  £lm  disease  continues  to  be  a  threat  to  the  elm  trees  of  the 
State.   It  is  hoped  that  the  new  insecticides  developed  during  the 
war  may  oe  effecting  in  halting  the  spread  of  this  disease*  The  Division 
of  Plant  Feat  Control  and  Fairs  c  operated  with  the  .Federal  agencies 
in  the  control  of  white  Pine  Blister  Hust,  Japanese  Beetle  and  European 
Corn  Borer.  The  work  in  insect  and  plant  disease  control  is  of  primary 
interest  to  the  agricultural  industry. 

An  increase  in  bee  diseases  has  been  noted,  due  in  part  to  a 
decrease  in  the  inspection  work  during  the  war  years.  A  state-wide 
inspection  of  apiaries  is  necessary  for  control  of  disease  in  bees* 

The  agency  of  the  Department  dealing  with  the  licensing  and  bonding 
of  mils  dealers  reports  an  increase  in  ooth  license  applications  and 
oonds  filed  with  the  Department. 

The  Farm  Aid  Bureau  for  Veterans  established  by  the  1945  legislature 
cooperated  with  Federal  and  State  agencies  in  aiding  v  terans  interested 
in  agriculture. 

The  responsi oili ties  of  the  Reclamation  Board  were  increased  by 
the  establishment  of  the  Berkshire  County  Mosquito  Control  Project  in 
Sept  caber  1945* 

Under  the  State  boil  Conservation  district  Enabling  Act  (Chapter  531 
of  the  Acts  of  1945)  effective  in  September,  1945.  the  following  soil 
conservation  districts  were  established  by  the  State  Soil  Conservation 
Committee:   Berkshire,  Bristol,  ^ssex,  fiampden,  Hampshire,  Norfolk, 
Northeastern  Worcester  County,  Northwestern  Worcester  County  and  Southern 
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Worcester  County,   Supervisors  were  appointed  and  the  work  in  soil 
and  water  conservation  got  under  way.  The  Federal  government  appointed 
a  State  Conservationist  for  the  Commonwealth  and  assigned  soil  conserva- 
tion technicians  to  the  districts  to  assist  far-Lie rs  in  mapping  cut  fa^m 
plans  for  soil  and  water  conservation  and  contour  planting.  The  first 
State-wide  meeting  of  soil  conservation  district  supervisors  wcs  held 
in  Worcester  on  June  12,  194.6.  Experience  in  districts  already  established 
in  this  State  indicates  that  they  fill  a  distinct  need  in  cur  agricultural 
economy  and  have  a  bright  future  in  the  service  of  cur  farmers. 

The  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Program  Board  was  established  in 
June  1945 'for  the  coordination  of  State  and  Federal  activities  in 
agriculture  in  ths  Commonwealth.  The  following  agencies  are  represented 
on  the  Board:   State  -  Department  of  Agriculture,  Department  of 
Conservation,  Department  of  Education,  Extension  Service,  Experiment 
Station  and  Milk  Control  Board;  Federal  -  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics,  Farm  Credit  Administration,  Farm  Security  Administration, 
the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  Office  of  Marketing  Services 
and  Soil  Conservation  Service.  The  Board  sponsored  the  first  postwar 
Agricultural  Production  Conference  in  Amherst  in  December,  1945  to 
recommend  goals  for  Massachusetts  agriculture  for  194-6.  The  Program 
Board   was    recognised  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
as  the  State  UbLA  Council  when  the  formation  of  State  Councils  was 
requested  oy  the  federal  government,  in  November,  1945. 

Legislation  passed  oy   the  194-6  Legislature  oi   interest  to  the 
Department,  includes  the  Uniform  Seed  Law  to  have  our  seed  law  comply 
more  specifically  with  the  Federal  Seed  Act  and  a  change  in  the  memoes 
ship  of  the  Milk  Regulation  Board  to  include  the  Chairman  of  the  Milk 
Control  Board.   Chapter  54<:  of  the  Acts  of  194-6  places  upon  the  Divisiaa 
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of  Rallying  ta&  Animal  Busoanary  the  responsibility  of  inspecting  all 
silk  plants,    receiving   stations  ana  pasteurisation  plants  within  and 
without   the  Commonwealth  Shipping  Liiifc  into  our  markets*     fhe   rodent 
ccntrol  lav.  was  amended  to  give  poultry   fanners  protection  against 
foxes*     2* be  Department   cooperates  with   the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  rodent   control  work*     §6  protect 
cur  poultry  flocks  against  puilox'um  disease,    the  legislature  passed 
a  law  requiring  that  all  game  birds  released  or  distributed  within  the 
ComiJionwealth  oe  tested  at   the  State  College   for  pulloru®  Cisease* 
The  reports  of  the  Divisions  an£   staff  offices  follow* 
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huaettar     Csso  Receipts  from  Para  tfsrketinga   -1945 

(thousands) 


Crop  a 


Corn 

O&t  a 

Hay 

Tobacco 

Apples 

Peaehea 

Pears 

Grape a 

Cranberries 

Strawberriea 

Other  fruit a     2/ 

Truck  crops 

Potato*  ■:> 

Maple  sugar  &  syrup 

Ofefefff  2/ 

Total   Croos 


16 
2 

973 

5,424 

1,654 

103 

20 

5 

10,033 

780 

179 

18,755 

4 ,  91 

80 

11,772 


|   54,757,000 


Livestock  and  Products* 
Cattle  and  calve a 
Hogs 

Sheep  &  lambs 
Kggs    (ctiicken) 
Commercial  broilers 
Chi eke as 
Turkeya 
Dairy  product a 
v&ool 

Other  poultry       §/' 
Other  4/ 


6,467 

4,040 

37 

37,264 

6,315 

13,9ii7 

2,231 

33,444 

19 

1,433 

92 


$  104,335,000 


Total,  crops  and  livestock 

Government  payments 
Grand  total 


|  159,032,000 

5,554,000 

$>  "isiiSfcrcroo 


1/  Other  berries  and  miscellaneous  fruits 

2/  Forest,  nursery,  and  greenhouse  products, 

3/  Ducks,  geea«, guineas,  pigeons,  q-jAll,  and  -nb^aaants. 

4/  Horses,  mules,  honey,  beeswa*  and  beea. 
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The   United  State?  artment  of  Agriculture,  re   ortins  on  the    "ass- 

acfeusetts  dairy  industry,   rave   €ha  lati  ;n  of  eow-hei  fers   over  two  yea*  s 

old  as  134,000   for  1945,  representing  1.        increase  over  1929.     The   i   crease 
in  prediction  returns  of  21.1      for  the  s&  e  period  is  rather  significant. 
The  1945   c^s      returns  peoresent  a  19%  Increase  over  1941,   s -uch  an   increase, 
even  *&ile   the  elements  co  er%&  e.1  "ai   to   full   prediction   were   ex- 

tremely scarce,   such  as   the   la- -or  of  -machinery  extracted   fros  agricultur- 
al prod-  ction   for   the   w«r  effort. 

12,    15,   14  and   15  of  Chapter  128  of  the   General   Laws.  e 

Division,  under  th-   provisions  of  Chapter  12"  ,   has   inve^        sted   the  pro- 
duction of  dairy  products  and  irritations  thereof  within   the  limits  of  the 
work  possible   to  be  done  by  the   personnel    available  to   carry  out   the   ^ork. 

•  tiTne   that  co:)ld  he   applied  to   t>is  work  was  2        of  one    >ianfs   time. 
stores  sell'  tations  of  butter  were   visited  in  aU  parts   of  the  Com- 

monwealth to  see   that  trie  product   sold   was  properly  marked  on   the   pack- 
age, as  provided   in  section   49  of  chapter  94  of  the  General  Taws,   and 
that   the   cons  |  public  was  beiny  correctly  and  a  i.l.     Jnforned  by  airyis 

of  approved   si?e   and  desiyn,  as  provided  under   Section  56,   Chapter  94  of   'r  e 
General  T«ws. 

e  use  of  oleomargarine  and  the   tendency  to  violate    the  lavs   reg  - 
lating  the  sale   of  ole  rlnw,    butterine     r   imitation  butter  by  un- 

scrup  lous  persons   is  us  uall-    decidedl  »ter  vhen   matter  is    scfi.ee   or 

tve     rTce   of  bmttes1  cons'dered   ver     big    .      It   would,   therefore,  appear   that 

we  e        t   to  become  verv-  much  more   vigilsnt   In  this    ^ield   of  r  egulation.      It 

i 

is  to   that  end   that   I    Shall   rsk  for   two  extra   inspectors   to   c   rry  on   the 
work  of  regul«  •  butter   substitutes  end   check  closer   on   the  ling  of 

da'ry   by-products  rovided   in   °ecti^n   1?   of  CI  apter  12^   in   the  n-xt  ann  al 
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udgefc. 

A  great,  deal   of  evaporated  mi'-         9   and  srill   continue   t©   oe   sol-    in 
\v  rasrkets.  ise   and   sale  of  this   fcypt  of   or o duct   Is    to  be  unier  a 

prescribed   label    ind'c  t  5  s  of  re 3  5 red   co etst '  tuency 

fco  yield   t-e  equi^  -elent    of  $hole  milk   of  Xeg*l   «^ncqrd   level   w>en  an 
equal  v  c3  ume   of  water  has    oeen  added.  e  IHvisioa  has,    tvis   part    year, 

checked  a  ^reat  many  brands   of  e vaoorated  milk,    finding   a  few  violators. 
This  work  should  be  extended   to  cover  carefully  utlets  in   a'  rts   of  the 

Commonweal  th  ■ 

This  Stfit-e,    depending  as   it  does  to  such  a   large  extent  agriculturally 

upon  the  unimpeded   use  and  sale  of  fresh  fluid  :?silk,   should  foe  alert  to   the 

encroacht^ent  of  mJ"k  and   dairy   predicts   from  distant  area?.      I   refer  to 

those  areas  outside  the  normal    milk  shed,  areas  usually  kno^i  to   as   as 

sroducing  milk   for  milk   by-products.      Evaporated   milk,  dried  Is  milk 

and  even   fluid  ml'ik  which  necessity  forced  us   to  take    toon  such  areas  fiom 

aid  October  1945  through   February  of  1046   can  become   a  serf,   us    to  lem  to 

5  ir  producers*     Their  markets  are  never  certain   «hen   the   door   is   left  ajar 

for  producers  of  e  errancy  milk  that  may,   if  they  are  to  be      ailed     pon  to 

1 

lelp  out   in  times   of  distress,    demand  ©    guarantee   of  full  time   ■    !    ping 

rights.      Such   thought  and   lots  of  *ork  has   beer-  done  during  t   e  ear 

among  producers   of  t   e   normal   milk  shed  stressing   the  need  of  balanced  pro- 

iuctlon.     They  have  been  r  equested  to  arr  ■   breeding  s  chedule  of  their 

ialry  hards   to  bri  ng  about  a   very  la«r        wA   fall   prod  action.      Pj         j- 

&rs  have  been   told   f   the   possible  hazards  unless   the    t  rite  t    1      ?ce?sary 

cognizance  serlonalv   <nd  level   o  ;t   the  Bilk   peaks  of  hiph    flush   periods   3n 

last  spring   «nd  early  su     er  into   t  alleys   of  low   f a"!  1  and  winter 

Production. 


_ 


The  production  of  milk  to   sup  ly  this  area   in  the   fall  of  1946  1« 
very  good  just  now,    but   we  are   told   by  many   seasoned   milk  handlers   tvere 
still   Is  a     r^st   possibility  that   considerable  ay  b«  needed   froai 

dlk  by-product   ar-; -as  unler   the  provisfon  established   in  Section  16K  of 
Chapter  94,   General   Laws*. 

The  Animal  Husbandry  work  of  the   Division  has  covered  attendance  at 
asles  of  purebred  stock  breed  association  meetings,  helping  to   find  and 
select   suitable    additions  to  the   flock  or  herd, as  the   case  sl^ht  be* 
The  arrangement  of  a  program  on  Livestock  at   the  Union  Meeting  in     orces- 
ter  was   carried   out  with  sixty-eight   people  interested  in  general  animal 
husbandry  attending  and  taking  part* 

The  ^  eep  Demonstration  Partis,  provided   for  under  Sections  9,    10  and 
11  of  Chapter  128  of  the  General   Laws,   have  not   been   set  up  as  the   statutes 
provide  because   of  a  lack  of   funds   in  the  budget*     Due  to  the  interest 
shown  by  numerous  persons,    nany  of  whom  are  ex-service    -?en,   I  believe   these 
farms   sv0  5ld  a  *ain  be  put   in  operation.      I  feel   that   one   In   the  eastern 
part  of  the   State  and  one   in   the   western  section   would   give   proper c over- 
age*    Through  such  f&rms  men*  new   to  the   field  of  sheep  mans  t  under 
[general    farm  conditions,    ?.ould  be  able  to  see  and  receive  help   valuable 
to  a  proper   start  and  successful  operation  of  a   far      flock*      Such  Sheep 
Demonstration  Ferme   could  also  help   in  obtaining  replacement   or  new  stock 
for  those  desiring  them,   na  provided  in  the  law.      This  work   was  discontin- 
ued 8t   the  onset o  f  World  T ar  II.      It   was   quite  an  item   to  keep   the   value 
of  good  farm  flocks   of  s'  eep  before   interested    farmers. 

The  operation  of  the   Massachusetts  Wool   Pool  was   carried  on   un  er  the 
supervision  of  this  Division  dor  las  the  past    year,  as   it  h«s  been    for  the 
last  twenty-seven   7fears.     The  notable   difference  of  this  vear*s   pool    from 
that   of  the   irar   -ears   was   that   the   restriction   of   tbi    federal   o-overnnent 
disced  on   the  use    of  the   wool    (or  any  but    stipulated   p  ir   oses   I  ad   been 


, 
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part! all-'  lifted.      'ool   could  now  he  ?nade,    for  the  growers,   Into 
blankets   as  had  been  the  pre-war  custom*        ->wever,  no  or  at  choice 
of  colors  w?»s  possible  because  of  the   shortage  of  dye   stock.     The 
bindirt  •  material   used   was  In   verv  limited   supply. 

This  ?  ool        ol    service  tsmm  see  ;ad  to  meet  with  ?reat   fat^or  among 
wool  ^rowers*     They  have,  by  reason  of  the  help  given   tbeta  In  an  =-*  a  '-lug 
the  poolinf  of  the  wool,   Its   transportatf ^n   from  pooling  centers    to  the 
scouring  mill  by  bonded  haulers,   the  asking  of  contracts  for  scouring, 
aamifacture  or  s  ale  of  excess  wool,   5sen  able  to  realise  celling  prices 
for  their  rool.      Oftentimes   they  would  have   been  forced   to   sell  to 
traders  at   prices  materially  below  ceilings. 

fhe   Foal  has   been   Instrumental,   over  the  many  years  of  Its   ©por- 
tion, in  Increasing  the  net  returns   to  the  growers  many  thousands  of  dol- 
lars over  whet   sach  returns  would  have  been  without   the  benefit  of  as- 
sembled   mentitias  of  wool,  where  the  accrued  bulk  cons  deration  e©s**» 
manded  the  attention   of  a  33? XI,  with  respect  to  a   contract  to    ?ake  blan- 
kets st  a  favorable  unit  price  or  the  attention  of  wool  buyers  if  the 
wool  was   to  be  sold. 

!>uring  the  mt  all  wool  bad  to  be  sold  to  the  use  of  war  i -ndustriee. 

The  wool   *as   then  sold   through  the  regional  e^ant   of  the  Commodity  Credit 

Corporation  at   celling  prices  for  the   grade  and   conditio^    of   the  wool 

offered. 

ere   were   ?53   producers  who   consigned  23,729  pounds  of  wool,    from 

which  1,569   four-pound  blankets,    s5 ze  72x90   Inches,  were  made  and  labeled 

"Virgin  "ool   Blanket,   made   for   .Vtassachusetts    '  ool   Pool,  under  supervlai   n 

^•ssachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Highest    :ra:5se  has   oeen  given  from    the  f  01  r   corners   of  the   "lobe 

for  the   blankets    isde,   yet   out   of  many  thousands   made  not  a  single   com- 
plsint  has  been   received. 
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fnspection  of  Dairy  Farms ,  as  authorized  by  Chapter  305,   Acts  of  1932, 
a -sending  dhapfc  er  94,   Sections   16   through  151 . 

The  dairy   far*  inspection  work  embraces   the   appraisal   of  all   dairy 
farms  within  and  without   the  Commonweal th  where  milk   is  produced   from 
lealthy  cows  and  offered   for  sale  in   the  Commonwealth.      Such  appraisal 
Is  based  on  a  uniform  set  of  regulations  promulgated  b^  the    *ilk  Regula- 
tive   3oard,   under  authority  of  ?ect!on  42,  Chapter  305,    Acts   of  1332. 
Phe  said  farms  are  inspected   for  methods  of  operation,   sanitation,  proper 
squipmcnt,  acceptable  water  supply,   properly  arranged  stable   with  suffici- 
ent li£ht  and  ventilation,  with   suitable  ties   or  other  acceptable    facili- 
ties  to  confine   the  cows  when  indoors   Is   a   clean,   satisfactory  manner • 
fhe  methods,   equipment,   utensils  and  manner   of  bilking  must  be   inspected, 
\11  utensils   used  in    silking,    whether    it    Is  done  by  hand,    Staple  »illeii 
aachine  or  extensive  rsilker  combine,   nuat  be  thoroughly  cleaned  in  a  pre- 
icribed   sanitary    na   ner  after  each     liking  and  applied   to   clean   cows. 

The  dairy  methods  had   changed  very  slightly   over  the  past   century 
intil   within    the  last    few  decades,   when  very  material  change   started   to 
pake  place  by  the   introduction  of  labor-saving  equipment    sad  new  -net hods 
io     eed,  house  and  milk  the  herd.     Hew  methods   were  also   introduced   to  i> 
>rove   the   cattle    faster,   prove  the5r  true  ability  to  or  d--_-.ce  and   transmit 
;hat   ability   to   tue   offspring  with  a  greater  degree   of  certainty.  en 

/Oo,  electric  and    gasoline  driven   motor,   cou   led   to   modern  refrigeration 
nits,  brought    a   better,    surer  method  o  f  quickly   cool'  tad  holding   the 

.31k  to   a    very  low  temperature. 

Good  oi51k  is  produced  only  on  those  farms  recognising  W  at  it  must  be 
produced  from  healthy,  well  fed  cows,  ept  in  a  clean  c  nditfon,  flked  in 
?lean,   sterile  en  ent,   then   immediately  strained,   away   'rom  the   stable 

itaosphere,    and  quickly  cooled  in  an   acceptable   water  bath    type   cooling 
ank,   or  by  other  a    ;roved   methods. 

J 


Milk   is   sold   on   taste   appeal  mainly,   with   its    food  value  holding  a 
Lose  second*      To  maintain  a   high  level   of  spies   demands  a   superb  ar  Ik 
Lth  that  number  one   quality  of  safe,   t?ste  appesli^fr   quality  of   a  constant 
»vel  is   the  aim  of  our  inspect!  n  service.  is  Division   is  ever  conscious 

f  its  d   ty  of  guarding  the       >ality  by  se«isg   that  the   dairy   fsr*ms  produc- 
ig  the  Commonwealth's  milk  supply  measures  up   t     the   country's  best.      "■  e 
■•  not  unaware,  however,    that  we  are  both  regulatory  agents  and  good  will 
Lssionp.ries   who  must  always   see   t   at   the  producer  knows   why  the  required 
»gulati^ns  are  to  his   interest    for  an  assured  and   continuing  market   Se- 
nse  of  the  clean,    low  count  milk  he  produces •      Because   all  people   are 
>t   so   constituted   that  they  will  keep   their   farms   and  methods  in  top 
>nditi-!n,   It   is   found   necessary  to   pro,?'de   for  regular  inspections   of 
^ese  far^is* 

As  Director  of  this  Division  I  inspected,   by  means  of  the  am  of  the 
L vision,   or   caused  to  be   inspected  by  raalslpal  inspectors  o  f  milk, 
2,294   farms  during  the  past  year.         '  thst  number  thirty  municipal  men 
ispected  3,155   farms,   while  State  men  inspected   19,159*  r  a   complete 

?eakdown  of  where   the   work  we?  done,   consult   the   chart  th?>t   follows   this 
*port# 

The   eleven  men  represented  in  the  Division  were  not  available  for 
ispection   full   time   as  one  man,   who  will  be  retired  because  o  f  illness 
»n  after   the  first  o  f  the   fiscal  year,  was  on  sick   leave  for  nearly 

t  months  in  addition  to  m&        lays   that  he  was  unsble  to  do  his  best 
>rk.  en,   becsuse  of  illness   snd   vacations,    the   work  day  equivalent 

5  that  of  one  «an   full  time  was  lost   to  the  work. 

Temperature   work  on  milk   plant     let. forms    receiving   the   ^ilk,    the 
leckin?"  o^    ;ersons   believed  to  be  purchasing  and   using  milk   in  violati 
P  the  l*w,   ".  olding  hearings   on  violators   and  non- cooperating  indiv"         Is 
*ed  up   fifty-one  days'   time   of  two  men. 
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yade  A  and   Special   &ilk 

There  still   la  a   ?reat  deal   of  work  that   iras  not   finished,   due  to 
an  Insufficient  personnel  to   complete   the  work.      3rade  A  and   Special 
ilk— ^Ilk   for  «hich  the   consumer   pays  a  higher  price   than   for   the   so- 
called   "family  m?lk,"  graded  milk   raw  or  milk  pasteurised »   should   have 
very   mich  closer  s  .pervisi  :n  both  on   the  fartss,  which  are  supposed  to 
receive  a    uremlun  for  producing   it  and   st  distributing  points   to  see   that 
only  milk  produced   on  registered  Grade  A  and  Special   Hi  Ik  farms  is   sold 
as  those   ?rade.  .      It   is  my  opinion  that  a  freat   deal   of  fsggllgg  is  being 
dene  at   the   level  of  :ja?emium  ftrades*  at   detail  will  require  at  least 

two  of  the  men  I  i  ill  request  sa  dairy  product  Inspectors  in  mj  next  budget 
estimate   to  examine  into  this  angle    of  milk   production  and  use* 

There  is  si  so   ■   need   for  Tien   t«o  see  that  the    farmer  and  consumer  are 
protect        after  the  milk  le  ves   the  producer's  fnTm*     The  sew  lacs  enacted 
in  June  of  this   year  provide  that  the  cans  in  which  the  milk  is  to  be 
hauled  are   of  proper   constructi-n,   in  good  repair,  clean  and  sterile; 
bh  t   the  vehicles  used  in   tra  s=,   rtati   n  of  milk  are  reflated  to  protect 
the  quality  built   into  the  milk  at   the    farm  is  retained  clear  through  to 
the  kitchenf  that  the  plants  thro  which  the  milk  courses  enroute  to  our 

markets   are   sanitary,   properly  equipped  and  maintained  in  that  manner. 
All  of  that  work  cohere   about   160   country  Assembling  plants,  850  pasteuriza- 
tion plants,   thousands  of  transport!-  *   vehiclea,   including  those   I  filing 
jug  milk  and  t  ling  milk  ia  tanks.  Is  work  is   estimated  to  req  ire 

the  full   ti   e   of  three    -en»     Those  men  also   take   sediments,  temperatures 

eke   tests   of  the  wash   water  used   in  can   washers   in  plants,       I    shall 
ask  for  additional  men  to  cover  this   work   in  my  next   bus1   et   estimate,   doing 
Be  because   I   believe  that    the  industry  and  consumer  will  oe   the  beneficiariei 
in  a  measure   far  In  excess   o*%  the   expenditure   involved* 
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I  There  ere  hundreds   of  snail  details   such  as  people  who  come  ir4to 

the  office  or     r^  te   in    <*or  help,    the  thousands  of  people  who  telephone 
requests,   «nd   1'ke   services  of  wl  we  do  not   keep  detailed   accounts, 

yet  are  time  consuming  and  are  performed  daily  throughout   the  year. 
Tt  is  our  aim  to  turn  no  one  away  without  the  help  or  directions  they 
need  in  solving  their    problems.     There  are   services   such  as   ssiag  the 
force  of  persuasion  on  eo;  ilpment  suppliers   to  speed  up  delivery  of  need* 
ed  dairy  machinery,   cans,   caps   end  such  t  hat  have    ieen   on  order   for   s 
long  period  of   ti^e.      The   securing  of  i  n  format  ion   on   sources   of  beef 
cattle,   swine,   sleep  and  other  stock,   as    «ell   as   assisting  in  the  selec- 
tion of  individual  stock   in   a  number   of  c  ases  is   also   included  in  the 
i?ork  of  the  Division  . 

The  animal  Husbandry  wor':  of  the  Division  all    ^alls  on  the  Director 
because  no  one  else  is  available  to  do  the  work.      I  wish  to  recon^nend   for 
future  consideration  the  re  establishment  o  f  tue     ffice  of  Assistant  Director 
in  the  Division  because  of  the  enormous  amount  of  detail  work  coming  to    the 
Division. 

?o  ultry   :^reedi?i  ?,   Disease  Control  and  Eradication   ?ro-~ra  g  *  apter  270, 

Acts   of  1927,    See.    117 A    -   ll^F) 

This  past   year  a  new  record   was   established  in   the  use  of  the   Official 
Grades   controlling   and   eradicating  pullorum  disease.  kew  se,    the    Tades 

estab!5s'-ed   for    the  benefit  of  poultry  breeders  were  used   to  a  greater  ex- 
tent  than   ever  before.      The   Department   officially  supervises   and   identi- 
fies six   classes   of  poultry  olocks.  ey  are  known  ss   Massachusetts   Pullor- 
$m  Passed,   Massachusetts    uillorum  Clean,     Massachusetts   Approved  ->ru« 
assed,      assacv  ?setts   Approved   Pullorum  Clean,      assachuaetts   Certified 
PwlloruiB   Clean    and      assachuaetts  Record  o  f  -'erfonance   Puller  m     lean.      For 
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the  purpose  of  clarification,  the   first  two  grades  pertain  to  pnllorusi 
disease  onl  •;    the  last   four  combine  both  phases  of  the  pro?ra  -,   n^   el    , 
breeding  and   disease   control,      Ninety- four  flocks,   representing  215,34^ 
birds,  bed  a  Pullorum  ^assed  rating;   three  hundred,  seventy-six   flocks, 
co uprising  71?, 724  birds,   veere  Pulloruin  Clean;   twenty-t? ree    flocks,   total- 
ing sonje  49,400  birds,   "were   Approved  Pull  or  urn  Passed;    thirty-two  flocks, 
totaling  96,0OO  birds,   were  Approved  Pullorum  Clean;   nineteen   flocks,    total- 
ing 66,880  birds,  were  Certified  Pulloruai  Clean,   and  sixteen    flocks  partic- 
ipated under  the  highest  grade  known  ss  Record  of  Perforisanee  ^ullorum  Clean 
grade.     These   sixteen  flocks   represented  more  than  14,000  candidates   for 
Record  of  Performance,   and  of  these   6,798  met   the  qualif 5 cations  with  an 
average  egg  lay  of  259  egga  per  bird. 

In  connection  with  the  program  to   control  and  eradicate  pullorus 
iisease,  a  new  law  was   recently  passed   (Chapter  42  2,   &ets  of  1946)    which 
requires   ?ase  birds  to  be  free   from  pullorum  disease  before  they  are  re- 
Leased  in  Massachusetts*     T*-e  enforcement  of  this  law  comes  under  the  X>lvi- 
lion  of  Pish  &nd  Game,  but  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  is 
lesi  rneted  to   issue  certificates  to    flock   owners  having  birds   tested  by 
the   Massachusetts   State  College,  Veterinary  Department,    m&  found  free    from 
>ullorusu        i   connection  with  chickens  and   t  ,  a   publication   is  issj  ed 

>y  this   Department  waich  lists  all  of  the   flock  owners  who  have  had  their 
flocks  tested  and  tourd  free   from  pullorum  disease,   an<1   who  wish  to  be  tfiven 
)ffic.ial   recognition.  undred  and  seventy  applicants  ha*e   taken  ad- 

vantage of  this   service.     The  list  has  wide  publicity  value,   beinr  sent  to 
ivery  Official  State      -ency  in   the  country,   and  to  hundreds   of  buyers  of 
oultry  thro  it  the  nation.      These  listings   are  a  ain  compiled   in  a  Fed- 

eral p  bl'cati  aving  national      U    ribution,   all  of  which  constitutes  good 

ldvertisin"   of  our  i  ndustry.        mother  publication   f*ivin^   the   records  of 
tecorl  of  Performance    flocks   unci    r   \         nvision   is  also   distributed  national!- 
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As  an   overall   picture   of  oar  poultry  industry,   It  Is  of  real  signif- 
icance  a^ri cult ural ly  In  that   t   e    -*ross   Income   for  poultry  and  eggs  pro- 
duced in   Massachusetts   totalled  431,564,000.      Our  reputation   for  breeding 
stock,   hetching  and  baby  chicks  is  nationally  and   Internationally 

known.      A  contributing  factor  is  in   Massachusetts  having  had  an   average 
egg r  cord  per  bird  higher   in  any  state  in  the  country*  r  breedl  ng 

stook  Is  sold   to  practically  every  stste  in  the   country* 

~o  ltry  Transportation  taw    *&miv  i  strati  on    ffl  neral  Laws,   C    .     -&,    ss  amend- 
ed by  Ch.   29~,    Acts  of  1934,  and  Ch.    1567,    Acts  of  1935.) 

The  use  of  this   licensing  service  has   also   shcwi   ^owth.      Ff.^ht  hundred 
end    fi've  licenses  ??er#  issued   July  1,  1945  -   June   3©s  194**.      Distribution 
vas  In   ten  different  states.  e  purposeof  this  law  is   to  prevent   fraudu- 

lent   prsctices   and   to  present   thefts  of  poultrv .      In  connection   with  this 
program,   the  Mssssch--1 sects   State-  Police  are  cooperating  b?  checking  trucks 
trans:  orting  poultry   on   the  highways* 

Foul  try  Tattooing     ro  *raia. 

■  i       ■■     iV  mi       ii  ,     1  — »         .  .   ■      i       film  II 

f&lle   this  program   5s   not  supported  by  a  special    law,    it   is   a   part   of 
the  general  program  to  sto     thefts    of   poultry.     The  Department  of  Agriculture 
la  assisting  t>e      oultry  industry  in  distributing  tattoo  tools   registered 
with  the   State  Police*      Fach  poultryman    taking  advantage   of  this    urogram 
receives   r,n  Individual   number*      Should    tattooed   birds      e   stolen  and  picked 
up  on  the  Mghwa   ,   they  can    very   readily  be   identified  as   to  the  source  or 
ownership.     Hundreds   of  to  Is   'nn\e   been  distributed  s?  ^ce  the  be  tug  of 

«  program* 
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DJ   Of  THE  DIVISION  OF  LIVESTOCK  DISEASE  CONTROL 
July  1,  1945  -  June  30,  1946 


To  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture: 

The  report  of  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control  for  the 
fiscal  year  July  1,  1945  to  June  30,  1946,  inclusive,  is  herewith 
submitted. 

On  i.iay  31,  1946,  Dr.  iiarrie  W«  Peirce  resigned  as  Director  of 
this  division,  in  accordance  with  Section  3,  Chapter  658,  Acts  of 
1945,  and  Chapter  55,  Acts  of  1946.  Dr.  Peirce  has  heen   an  employee 
of  this  Division  since  1907,  served  as  Chief  Veterinary  Health  Officer 
eighteen  years,  and  was  appointed  Director  on  March  30,  1944.  The 
retirement  of  Dr.  Peirce  is  a  grGat  loss  to  the  Division,  as,  through 
the  many  years  he  was  employed,  he  has  always  taken  a  conscientious 
and  painstaking  interest  in  the  livestock  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Dr.  william  ii.  Shannon,  who,  on  February  16,  1941,  was  granted 
military  leave  of  absence  to  serve  in  the  second  World  War,  returned 
as  Colonel  and  was  reinstated  in  the  employ  of  the  Division  on 
November  1,  1945,  and  appointed  Chief  Veterinary  Health  Officer  on 
December  14,  1945.  Dr«  Shannon  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Division 
since  November  1,  1914. 

There  were  two  laws  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1946  which  were 
of  interest  to  this  Division. 

One  v«as  Chapter  416,  which  amended  Chapter  607,  Acts  of  1941. 
By  this  amendment,  the  metal  license  plate  required  for  each  dealer 
is  to  be  attached  bo  the  side  of  the  body  of  the  vehicle  to  the  left 
of  the  person  operating  or  driving  the  same.  A  further  amendment  was 
the  making  punishable  of  any  violations  of  Sections  39  to  48  in  Chapter 
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607  instead  of  Sections  40  and  42  only. 

The  other  law  was  Chapter  417,  which  amended  Chapter  272,  Acts 
of  1934.   ihis  amendment  increases  the  reimbursement  to  the  owner  of 
animals  reacting  to  the  tuberculin  test  from  one-half  to  two-thirds 
the  difference  between  the  amount  of  appraisal  and  amount  of  salvage 
with  a  maxlmiin  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  any  grade  animal  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  for  any  purebred  animal.   The  maximum 
reimbursement  previous  to  the  enactment  of  this  law  was  fifty  dollars 
for  any  grade  animal  and  seventh-five  dollars  for  any  purebred  animal. 

In  April  of  1946,  Psittacosis  (Parrot  Fever)  was  called  to  the 
attention  of  the  Division  for  the  first  time.   Psittacosis  is  an  ap- 
parent, but  more  frequently  an  inapparent,  infection  caused  by  a 
filtrable,  bacterium- like  agent  (microbacterium  mulliforme)  and  is 
widely  distributed  among  the  true  parrots  and  parakeets.  Many  aviaries 
in  the  United  States  have  proved  to  harbor  infected  parakeets.   Either 
fleeting  or  prolonged  exposure  in  a  room,  home,  pet  shop,  or  aviary 
where  visibly  diseased  or  apparently  healthy  but  infected  birds  are 
held  in  captivity  may  result  in  human  infections. 

In  November  of  1945,  Newcastle  Disease  (Avian  Pneumoencephalitis) 
was  identified  in  Massachusetts  by  the  Liassachusetts  State  College. 
It  i*  an  infectious,  highly  communicable  disease  of  poultry  caused  by 
a  filtrable  virus  and  can  be  spread  by  direct  or  indirect  contact  with 
affected  birds.   The  only  positive  means  of  diagnosis  in  any  case  is 
by  laboratory  procedure  which  requires  technical  skill  and  experience. 
Apparently  recovered  birds  nay  become  carriers  of  the  Newcastle  virus, 
veral  regional  conferences  on  this  problem  were  held,  followed 
by  a  national  conference  in  Washington,  D.  C.  in  ^ay,  1946.  A  National 
Committee  composed  of  ^tate  veterinary  officials,  poultry  pathologists, 
representatives  of  the  poultry  industry,  and  Department  officials  was 
formed.   This  Committee,  after  due  consideration,  has  concluded  that 
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the  nationwide  application  of  the  vigorous  stamping  out  policy  pro- 
viding for  the  slaughter  of  affected  and  exposed  birds  is  impractical 
and  inadvisable  at  this  time  but  that  all  reasonable  efforts  in  keep- 
ing with  the  present  knowledge  of  the  disease  as  it  exists  in  this 
country  should  be  vigorously  pursued, 

Thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  fifty-nine  (15,859)  or  45  3/5^ 
of  the  thirty  thousand  three  hundred  eighty- three  (30,  383)  dairy 
cattle  received  interstate  were  of  Canadian  origin. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  (181)  or  25  4/10^  of  the  seven  hundred 
eleven  (711)  cattle  declared  as  reactors  to  the  tuberculin  test  were 
of  Canadian  origin. 

There  has  been  no  positive  case  of  rabies  recorded  in  the 
Commonwealth  since  October,  1943,  a  period  of  thirty- two  months. 

The  following  tables  and  data  show  in  detail  the  activities  of 
the  Division  for  the  period  of  this  report,  July  1,  1945  to  June  30, 
1946,  inclusive. 

BOVINL  TUBERCULOSIS 

(Chapter  129,  Section  33,  General  Laws,  Tercentenary  Edition,  as 

amended  by  Chaptor  272,  Acts  of  1934) 

There  were  fourteen  thousand  seven  (14,007)  herd  tuberculin  tests, 
two  hundred  two  thousand  eight  hundred  five  (202,805)  animal  tests  ap- 
plied to  which  seven  hundred  eleven  (711)  head  of  cattle,  or  35/100 
of  l£j  were  declared  reactors  as  compared  with  fourteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  ninety-four  (14,994)  herd  tests;  two  hundred  ten  thousand 
three  hundred  thirty- two  (210,332)  animal  tests,  and  four  hundred  nine 
(409)  or  19/100  of  1/v,  reactors,  in  the  corresponding  period,  July  1, 
1944  to  June  30,  1945. 

Two  hundred  thirty-five  (235),  or  33$,  of  the  seven  hundred 
eleven  (711)  cattle  declared  to  be  reactors  were  reported  as  having 
"no  visible  lesions"  of  tuberculosis  at  time  of  slaughter. 
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The  carcasses  of  eleven  of  the  "reactor"  cattle  were  condemned 
at  tine  of  slaughter  as  unfit  for  food  purposes  due  to  "generalized" 
tuberculosis. 

One  hundred  eighty-one  (131)  reactor  cattle  were  identified  as 
originating  from  Canada.   Of  that  number  seventy-nine  (79)  were  re- 
ported as  having  "no  visible  lesions"  of  tuberculosis  when  slaughtered, 
and  four  (4)  were  "generalized"  cases* 

Two  thousand  twenty  (2,020)  herds  containing  ten  thousand  five 
hundred  sixty-one  (10,561)  head  of  cattle,  included  in  the  census  report 
of  June  30,  1945,  were  disposed  of  by  owners  prior  to  the  census  for 
the  period  ending  June  30,  1946. 

Eight  hundred  seven  (307)  herds  in  which  testing  had  not  previ- 
ously been   conducted  and  containing  three  thousand  four  hundred  ninety- 
nine  (3,499)  head  of  cattle,  recorded  in  the  following  tables  as  "first 
tests,"  are  included  in  the  census  report  for  tne  period  ending  June  30, 
1946. 

Tuberculin  tests  are  conducted  by  State  approved  Federal  accredited 
veterinarians  under  a  State  and  Federal  Co-operative  Plan  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  tuberculoais-free  accredited  herds  and  the  eradication 
of  bovine  tuberculosis. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  tuberculin  tests  as  made  by  veterinarians 
for  the  twelve  month  period  of  this  report: 

Herds      Head  Reactors 


Veterinarians  paid  by  the  State 

on  a  salary  basis  4,356 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  State 

on  a  per  diem  basis         7,055 

Veterinarians  authorized  at  request 

of  owners  and  paid  by  them      50 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  Federal 

Government  2^.540 


55,526 

104,114 

1,317 


41.048 
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COUNTY  CENSUS  AND  INFECTION 
as  of 
June  30,  1946 

Infection 


-crds  of 
Three   Head  or  Less 


County 

Herds 

Head 

Herds 

Head 

Heactors 

Herds 

Head 

Barnstable 

339 

1,278 

2 

28 

2 

276 

401 

Eerk  shire 

1,695 

23,645 

2 

42 

3 

796 

1,515 

Bristol 

1,838 
112 

19,980 

6 

127 

3 

1,036 
73 

1,754 

Dukes 

534 

119 

Essex 

1,112 
1,667 
1,487 

14,055 

14 

823 

838 

39 

29 

521 

932 

Franklin 

20,401 

13 

41 

691 
\            802 

1,301 

Hampden 

12,589 

1 

12 

1,450 

Hampshire 

1,595 

17,653 

3 

73 

4 

742 

1,309 

Middlesex 

1,  ipXc 

19,648 

4 

200 

5 

I        1,054 

1,928 

Nantucket 

28 

254 

13 

24 

Norfolk 

839 

9,004 

5 

604 

24 

491 

843 

Plymouth 

1,097 

10,616 

7 

730 

11 

!     696 

1,250 

Suffolk 

0 

141 

5 

11 

Worcester 

3,790 

45,524 

16 

614 

21 

1,786 

3,338 

Total 

17.572 

195,322 

73 

4.118 

160 

3,982 

16.175 
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APPRAISALS 


8 


C  J. 


217.22 


TOTAL 


AVEiiAGE 


July  f45 

August 

September  3 
October 

lovember  2 

December  6 

January   f46  5 

February  7 

karch  73 

April  G 

lay  17 

June 4 


AMU  u  h  JL 


lVERAGE 


A 


860 .00     286.66 


505.00 
1,300.00 
1,500.00 
1,635.00 

19,050.00 
1,070.00 
4,005.00 
1,075.00 

31.600.00* 


252.50 
216.67 
500.00 
233.57 
260.95 
270.33 
235.58 
268.75 


50 
12 
37 
34 
49 
66 
82 
75 
72 
47 
40 
24 


lo.asi.oo 

3,045.00 

6,730.00 

6,100.00 

7,710.00 

12,790.00 

10,025.00 

14,725.00 

16,755.00 

9,320.00 

8,210.00 

5,665.00 

118.016. 00" 


253.75 

12 

181.89 

40 

181.76 

34 

157.34 

51 

193.78 

72 

390.84 

87 

196.33 

82 

232.70 

145 

198.29 

53 

205.25 

57 

236.04 

20 

202.77 

7ll 

10,051. 

,3,045. 

7,590. 

6,130. 

8,215. 
11,090. 
17,525. 
16,360. 
35,805. 
10,990. 
12,215. 

6.740. 


00  217.22 
00  253.75 
00  139.75 
00  131.76 
00  161.07 
00  195.69 
00  201.43 
00  199.51 
00  246.93 
00  207.35 
00  214.29 
00  240.71 


24   203.56 


153 


256.91 


562 


l--:3j  577  . 


■ 


SALVAGE 


PUKEBRI 


GHaJES 


»  '^t^^t 


TC- 


■iiii 


AVEItAGE 


..  <    7 


AVERAGE 


Bl 


1*. 


ilHV  >^    • 

3,792.15 

533.10 

2,483.05 


AVERAGE 


AJJ 


J\Jb\j  v. 


3,792 
533 
2,645 
2,202 
2,867 
4,938 
6,502 
6,725 

11,362 
4,216 
4,288 

_2,114 


July  '45 

August 

September 

October 

lovember 

December 

January   !46 

February 

larch 

April 

lay 

June 


162.65        54.22 


2 
6 

5 

7 
73 

6 
17 

4 
123" 


178.44 
295.15 
526.62 
475.70 

4,026.67 
516.75 
863.62 
317.70 

8.163.30 


89.22 
49.19 
105.32 
67.95 
66.11 
86.12 
50.80 
79.42 


50 
6 
37 
34 
49 
66 
70 
75 
72 
47 
40 
23 
"SS5" 


kj  m   t.Ut/  •  . 

2,688.67 
4,642.94 
5,975.94 
6,249.64 


6,536.05 
3,699.47 
3,425.30 
1.796.60 
44.105.26" 


75.84 
88.85 
67.10 
67.12 
54.37 
70.34 
85.37 
83.33 
90.79 
78.71 
85.63 
73.11 
77.51 


50 
6 
40 
34 
51 
72 
75 
82 
145 
53 
57 
27 

"552" 


.15 
.10 
.70 
.15 
.11 
.09 
.56 
.54 
.72 
.22 
.92 
.30 


75784 
88.85 
66.14 
67.12 
56.21 
68.58 
86.70 
32.01 
78.36 
79.55 
75.24 
78.30 


66.36 


^. 263.56     75.53 


IHDEUNITT 


My  ?45 

Augmt 

September 

October 

November 

Decenber 

January  !46 

February 

larch 

April 

Hay 

June 


PUREHREDS 


GRADES 


TOTAL 


HEAD   AMOUNT  AVERAGE 


4c 
12 
35 
3* 
49 
53 
63 
74 
71 
45 
40 
23 

-"353" 


AMOb. 


AVERAGE 
49.83 
79.11 
47.17 
47.57 
39.33 
47.16 
46.22 
46.61 
48.32 
46.36 
47.35 
49.75 
47.4<d 


HEAD  5HDUMT  AVERAGE 


3 

2 

6 

5 

7 

73 

6 
17 

4 

T23 


225.00        75.00 


143.37 

422.70 
375.00 
498.05 

5,107.41 
444.32 

1,273.04 
291.95 


71.68 
70.45 
75.00 
71.15 
69.96 
74.05 
74.88 
72  .  93 


2,294.56 
949.34 
1,651.09 
1,617.51 
1,927.27 
2,735.75 
2,911.81 
3,449.45 
3,431.29 
2,086.79 
1,394.39 
1^144.25 


4F 

12 

38 

34 

51 

64 

68 

81 

144 
51 
57 
27 

"573" 


2,294 
949 
1,876 
1,617 
2,070 
3,153 
3,286 
3,947 
8,533 
2,531 
3,167 
1.456 
34 j 874 


.56 
♦34 
.09 
.51 
.64 
.45 
.81 
.50 
.70 
.11 
.43 
.20 


49.58 
79.11 
49.37 
47.57 
40.60 
49.35 
48.23 
48.73 
59.29 
49.63 
55.57 
53*19 

3I73T 


.» 


8.780.64   71.38 


26.095.5(7 
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TUBERCULIN  TESTING  OF  GOATS 

Service  for  the  testing  of  goats  for  tuberculosis,  and  the  draw- 
ing of  blood  samples  and  laboratory  examination  for  brucellosis  is  fur- 
nished on  written  request  and  without  exjjense  to  owners  upon  agreement 
by  said  ownex*  that  goats  declared  as  reactors  to  either  test  are  to  be 
immediately  disposed  of  for  slaughter,  without  appraisal  or  payment  of 
compensation  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Under  this  type  of  service  tests  for  both  tuberculosis  and 
brucellosis  were  applied  to  fifty  (50)  goats  for  eight  (8)  different 
owners  with  negative  results,  indicating  the  goats  to  be  free  from 
tuberculosis  and  brucellosis. 


INTERSTATE  hLCLIPTS  OF  CATTLE 

Three  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (3,457)  permits  were 
issued  covering  twenty- six  thousand  five  hundred  and  one  (26,501)  head 
of  dairy  and  breeding  cattle. 

Three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- two  (3,802)  dairy  cattle 
were  received  at  the  Brighton  Quarantine  Station,  making  a  total  of 
thirty  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty- three  (30,383)  dairy  and  breed- 
ing cattle  received. 
__  DAIRY  CATTLE  BEEF  CATTLE 




Canada 

Connecticut 

Dtlaware 

Florida 

Gtorgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 


On 
Permit 


At 
Brighton 


On  1HT 

Permit   Brighton 


9,483 

1,539 

2 

2 

2 

590 

140 
35 


70 
15 


40 


3,828 

382 

214 

27 
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DkUiY   CATTLL 
On      IE 
Permit  Brighton 


ULLb    CATTLE 
__  _^_ 

Permit    ^rinhton 


Maine 

Maryland 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Nebraska 

lew  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

North  Cax-olina 

North  Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Dakota 

Texas 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Hit  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Miscellaneous 


279 

5 

3 

1,202 

66 

1,130 

37 

434 

1 

270 

398 

«-f  40 

69 

252 

1 

1 

8,705 

6 

2 

1,746 

1 


2,877 


509 


6 


■•- 


403 


1,073 

1,273 

3,022 

128 

309 

22 

143 

23 
330 


23 


2 
56 


4G 


179 

1W 


26,501  37355  16,746 

Of  the  thirty  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty- three    (50,383) 
cattle  received  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight    (228)  from  Connecticut, 
three  hundred  and  eighty-two    (382)   from  ttew  Hampshire,    two  hundred  and 
thirty-six   (236)  from  Rhode   Island,    and  three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
■ixty   (3,460)   from  Vermont  were  Canadian  cattle  reahipped  into  Massachu- 
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setts,  and rtne  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty- three  (9,553)  were 
received  direct  from  Canada,  making  a  total  of  thirteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  (13,859)  or  45  3/5'  of  interstate  receipts  as 
of  Canadian  origin. ,  This  is  an  increase  of  over  IX%   since  1945  in 
cattle  of  Canadian  origin  received  within  the  Commonwealth* 


QUARANTINE  STATION  AT  BRIGHTON 


Dairy  Cattle; 


Canada 

Connecticut 

Maine 

Minnesota 

Hew  Hampshire 

Rhode  Island 

Vermont 

fcotal 
Massachusetts 


Total    Released  Released 
Receipts  on  Papers  after  Test 


Permit  Returned 
to  K.12  to  Ov/nor 


70 

15 

2,884 

2 

511 

6 

404 


9T 

c 


G9C 
4,588 


69 

15 

2,848 

2 

509 

6 

393 


3,045" 
692 
4,534 


1 

29 

10 


W 


"30* 


3 


4 
2 

1 


4 


ttReaaon  for  holding: 

Bang  *  s      No      blood    T»B# 
Check-test  Papers  Test     Test 


Canada 

Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 


30 

4 

"ST 


1 

2 

1       4 

4 

■B r 


Lost  Tans 


5 
2 


Of  the  fchirty-four  (34)  head  of  cattle  check  tested  for  Bang's 
Disease  thirty-one  (31)  were  released  and  three  (3)  were  positive; 
ten  (10)  were  tested  for  Tuberculosis  and  irang's  Disease,  nine  (9)  were 
released,  one  (1)  was  found  positive  to  Bang's  Disease. 

Of  the  four  thousand  five  hundred  seventy-four  (4,574)  cattle 
received  interstate  and  released  three  thousand  six  hundred  seven  (3,607) 
remained  in  Masaachu setts,  nine  hundred  fifty-one  (951)  vvere  reshipped 
to  Rhode  Island,  tmd  sixteen  (16)  to  Connecticut. 
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On©  hundred  seventy-el^ht  (178)  of  the  "feeder"  type  of  cattle 

were  received.   Ninety-nine  (99)  were  released  with  no  record  of  tost, 

thirty-six  (3G)  after  tuberculin  test  and  rorty- three  (45)  released  on 
record  of  tuberculin  test. 

Diseased  cattle  received  and  released  for  immediate  slaughter: 

T.  b.     Trom  ^uaran-   Blood 
Reactors  tine  herds     Reactors 

Illinois  2 

Massachusetts  579  159 

Kaine  152 

New  Lamp shire  6  416 

Rhode  Island  5  21         30 

Barn  tests  2 

Total      550 150 £02 

Dairy  cattle  and  feodora  were  restricted  to  salos  barn  and 
special  yards  which  were  cleaned  and  disinfected  regularly. 

All  trucks  carrying  reactor  cattle  were  cleaned  and  disinfected 
before  leaving  the  yards. 

f&C  hundred  twenty-four  (624)  head  of  cattle  were  vaccinated 
for  prevention  of  shipping  fever,  for  which  a  total  of  ninety- three 
dollars  and  sixty  cents  (^93.60)  was  collected. 

The  total  receipts  of  all  livestock  received  at  this  station 
were  as  follows! 

Cattle       Calves      Sheep     Swine 
44,367       67,701     I  4,975    36,651 

EXPOiYfS 
Interstate  certificates  of  health  were  issued  on  three  thousand 
five  hundred  nineteen  (3,519)  head  of  cattle  exported  to  other  States 
aad  countries  as  follows: 
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Destination 

Head 

Arizona 

2 

Brazil 

18 

California 

5 

Canada 

6 

Colombia,  So.  America 

4 

Connecticut 

1,078 

Costu  uica 

23 

Florida 

9 

Georgia 

2 

Illinois 

10 

Indiana 

14 

Iowa 

7 

Kansas 

3 

Kentucky 

1 

Maine 

122 

Maryland 

21 

Michigan 

13 

Minnesota 

4 

Missouri 

2 

Destination 


Head 


Nebraska 

2 

New  Hampshire 

472 

Hew  Jersey 

51 

New  York 

289 

Ohio 

57 

Oklahoma 

6 

Ontario 

1 

Pennsylvania 

41 

Puerto  Rico 

81 

Khode  island 

884 

~outh  Carolina 

1 

South  Dakota 

1 

Tennessee 

1 

Vermont 

242 

Virginia 

6 

'..ashing  ton 

11 

West  Virginia 

2 

Wisconsin 

87 

375TT 


BHUCUa-OSIS 

Vials  Tor  use  in  collecting  blood  samples  and  laboratory  examina- 
tion of  said  samples  are  furnished  without  expense  to  owners  of  cattle. 

The  Division  does  not  assign  veterinarians  for  the  drawing  of 
blood  samples  except  under  special  agreement  with  owners  of  cattle 
from  which  persons  reported  as  affected  with  undulant  £ever   have  ob- 
tained their  milk  supply. 

The  following  tabulation  is  a  record  of  results  of  examination 
of  blood  samples  submitted  to  the  laboratory  from  cattle  intended  for 
interstate  shipment;  for  maintenance  of  the  status  of  Accredited  Bang's 
Disease-Free  herds,  and  from  cattle  in  herds  in  the  process  of  accredi- 
tation. 
_  Negative   Positive-*  Doubtful**  Unsatisfactory**  Total 

~~T    *c— ■  —  ^— ■  \wmi  ■■■  i    jihiiii  i    i ■■  nw*mmnmm--r     r1     ~r»  rw    -  -       i  r-"irT-i— n 1 r     n —  ir-  tit  in  immmrwr     nmmrmmn  r  -  in  i—  ■■■nn— m— rr        mrr    r'     n  rrr  "■      r       ir       i        n    i    ui  ■■!    mi      **  m        ■  n       nr  n    i  mini 


Cattle 
Goats 


18,180 
103 


3.,  565 


1,864 
1 


425 


5 


22,034 
109 


I  *  Includes  bloods  from  vaccinated  animals. 
**  Containers  broken,  insufficient  amount  of  blood,  or  hemolyzed. 
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Accredited  Herds:  (June  30,  1946) 

Accredited  Bang's  Disease- Free  Herds 
Accredited  Bang's  Disease-Free  Vaccinated  Herds 


47 
39 


Cattle  in  Accredited  Bang's  Disease-Free  herds       2,239 

Cattle  in  /ccredited  Bang's  Disease-Free  "ttaccinated 

Herds    1,996 

I  CALF1I0QJ  VACCINATION 

(for  prevention  of  Brucellosis) 
The  vaccination  of  young  stock  between  the  age  of  four  months 
and  time  of  first  breeding  (usually  18  to  20  months)  under  a  State 
and  Federal  co-operative  plan,  and  at  time  of  the  periodic  tuberculin 
test  is  provided  without  expense  to  owners  for  such  service  and  vaccine. 
I  CALFHOOD  VACCINATION 

(by  months) 


SALARIED 
AGENTS 

PLR  DIEM 
AGISTS 

FEDERAL 
AGENTS 

TOTAL 

tierds" 

Head 

Herds 

Head 

Herds 

Head 

Herds  Head 

July  '45 

41 

89 

7 

24 

45 

87 

93   200 

August 

20 

44 

1 

1 

32 

66 

53   111 

September 

33 

69 

27 

75 

42 

114 

102   258 

October 

81 

273 

75 

174 

52 

142 

203   589 

November 

72 

231 

104 

368 

31 

69 

207   668 

December 

95 

275 

141 

544 

64 

212 

300  1,031 

January  '46 

111 

503 

166 

641 

127 

512 

404  1,656 

February 

120 

488 

131 

361 

67 

186 

318  1,035 

March 

116 

416 

190 

751 

58 

160 

364  1,327 

April 

94 

326 

183 

705 

67 

196 

344  1,227 

Hay 

65 

219 

141 

518 

30 

115 

236   852 

June 

57 

122 

63 

162 

50 

111 

170   395 

Totals 

905   3, 055 

1,229   4 

,324 

665  lj 

,970 

2,799  9,349 
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CALFHQOD  VACCIMATIOH 
(by  counties) 
Vaccination  at  time  of  the  tuberculin  test  under  the  State  and 
Federal  Cooperative  Plan  was  conducted  as  follows: 


.  :■' 


County 

Herds 

Head 

barns table 

1 

1 

Berkshire 

278 

1,322 

Bristol 

201 

519 

Kssex 

136 

432 

Franklin 

343 

1,432 

Kainpden 

455 

1,207 

Hampshire 

>ftt    274 

980 

Middlesex 

211 

fee  612 

Nantucket 

1 

7 

Norfolk 

110 

280 

Plymouth 

62 

236 

Worcester 

727 

2,321 

2,799 

9,349 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  tabulations  three  hundred  eight 
(303)  head  were  vaccinated  for  forty-one  (41)  owners  by  federal  and 
Other  agents. 

I  LICENSED  DEALERS  IN  BOVINE  ANIMALS 

Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  607,  'cts  of  1941,  there  were 
four  hundred  eighty- two  (482)  licenses  issued  to  dealers  for  the  sale 
of  dairy  and  beef  cattle,  and  five  hundred  sixty-seven  (567)  cattle 
dealer  license  plates  were  issued  for  use  on  the  trucks  operated  by 
these  dealers* 
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A  total  of  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  forty-eight  (22,548) 
dairy  cattle  and  two  thousand  four  hundred  eighty-five  (2,405)  beef 


cattle  were  reported  by  licensed  dealers  as  purchased  and  sold. 

RABIES 

Tli ere  has  been  no  positive  case  of  rabies  during  the  year. 

Laboratory  examination  of  the  brains  of  six  (6)  dogs  reported 
as  "suspicious"  of  rabies  proved  "negative  for  rabies." 

Under  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  regulations 
(Chapter  III,  General  Laws  as  amended  by  Chapter  265,  Acts  of  1938, 
Sections  6  and  7)  "dog  bite"  is  declared  a  disease  dangerous  to  public 
health. 

Under  division  of  Livestock  disease  Control  regulations,  Order 
No.  34,  Section  3:   "All  dogs  known  to  have  bitten  persons  shall  be 
quarantined  for  a  period  of  fourteen  (14)  days  for  observation,  at  the 
end  of  which  period  if  no  symptoms  of  rabies  have  developed  said  animals 
may  be  released  from  quarantine  on  order  of  the  Director." 

Investigation  of  reported  injuries  inflicted  to  persons  by  biting 
of  dogs  and  the  quarantining  of  such  dogs  is  one  of  the  duties  of  the 
Inspector  of  .Animals. 

The  following  tabulation  includes  injuries  reported  inflicted  bj 
animals  other  than  dogs. 
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A  total  of  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  forty-eight  (22,548) 
dairy  cattle  and  two  thousand  four  hundred  eighty-five  (2,485)  beef 
cattle  were  reported  by  licensed  dealers  as  purchased  and  sold. 

RAB1HS 

There  has  been  no  positive  case  of  rabies  during  the  year. 

Laboratory  examination  of  the  brains  of  six  (6)  dogs  reported 
is  "suspicious"  of  rabies  proved  "negative  for  rabies. " 

Under  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  regulations 
(Chapter  III,  General  Laws  as  amended  by  Chapter  265,  Acts  of  1938, 
Sections  6  and  7)  "dog  bite"  is  declared  a  disease  dangerous  to  public 
health. 

Under  division  of  Livestock  disease  Control  regulations,  Order 
No.  34,  Section  3:   "All  dogs  known  to  have  bitten  persons  shall  be 
quarantined  for  a  period  of  fourteen  (14)  days  for  observation,  at  the 
end  of  which  period  if  no  symptoms  of  rabies  have  developed  said  animals 
may  be  released  from  quarantine  on  order  of  the  .Director." 

Investigation  of  reported  injuries  inflicted  to  persons  by  biting 
of  dogs  and  the  quarantining  of  such  dogs  is  one  of  the  duties  of  the 
Inspector  of  Animals. 

The  following  tabulation  includes  injuries  reported  inflicted  by 
animals  other  than  dogs. 
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Animals   Involved 


Cats 

Pigs 

Dogs 

Fox 

Monkey 

Rabbit 

Rat 

Squirrel 

Goat 

Horses 
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RABIE3 

|      '.Hie  heads  of  on©  hundred  forty-one  (141)  doge,  twenty- three  (23) 
cats,  two  (2)  rabbits,  two  (2)  squirrels,  one  (l )  goat,  one  (l)  rat, 
and  one  (l )  fox  were  received  at  the  laboratory  for  examination,  of 
which  six  (6)  dogs  were  reported  "questionable/'  and  the  others  all 
reported  negative  for  rabies. 

Nine  thousand  five  hundred  seventy-seven  (9,577)  persons  were 
reported  as  bitten  or  scratched  by  animals.  Of  this  number  three 
hundred  forty-two  (342)  persons  were  bitten  by  stray  dogs. 

MISCELLANEOUS  DISEASES 
Actinomycosis:  (Cattle)  Cattle  in  the  following  counties  were  reported 
affected  and  were  slaughtered:  Berkshire,  one  (1);  Franklin,  two  (2); 
and  Worcester,  one  (1). 

Anthrax:  One  (l )  calf  and  one  (1 )  bull  in  Berkshire  Cqur-ty  wore  reported 
to  have  died  from  anthrax.  However,  laboratory  reports  on  examination 
of  specimens  from  these  animals  were  negative  to  anthrax.  Four  (4)  cows 
and  two  (2)  steers  were  suspected  of  being  affected  with  anthrax  In 
Worcester  County  but  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.   It  was  thought  to 
be  "bracken  poisoning."  However,  thirty-one  (ol)  steers  in  the  herd 
were  given  preventive  anthrax  treatment.   Ninety-six  (96)  mink  were 
reported  to  have  died  of  suspected  anthrax  in  Norfolk  County.  Labora- 
tory diagnosis,  however,  was  negative. 

Blackleg:  One  (1)  cow  died  of  acute  blackleg  in  Berkshire  County.  Pre- 
ventive vaccination  treatment  was  given,  upon  request  of  owners,  to 
young  cattle  In  so-called  "blackleg"  areas  without  expense  to  owners. 
Treatment  applied  to  one  thousand  nine  hundred  twenty- seven  (1,927) 
|  head  of  cattle  in  one  hundred  eighty- three  (183)  herds  was  as  follows: 
Berkshire  County,  seventy  (70)  herds,  nine  hundred  sixteen  (916)  head; 
Franklin  County,  twenty- three  (23)  herds,  two  hundred  eleven  (211)  head; 
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39 
Hampden  County,  sixteen  (16)  herds,  one  hundred  eight  (103)  head; 

Hampshire  County,  forty- three  {Co)   herd3,  three  hundred  ninety- tY/o  (2&2) 
head;  -iddieaox  County,  eight  (8 J  herds,  fort.,~soven  (47)  head;  v.orcester 
County,  twunty- three  (23)  herds,  two  hundred  fifty- three  (255)  head.  Forty- 
nine  i<*S)  head  of  cattle  were  created  for  hemorrhagic  septicemia, 
Man^e i    Sixty- eight  (68)  cows  in  one  herd  in  Berkshire  County  were  re- 
ported affected* 

# 

Hemorrhagic   Septic cmla:   One    11 J   sheep  died  in   Berkshire  County  and  the 
remainder   of  the  herd  was  ^iven  preventive    treatment. 
Glanders :    dood  samples  from  two    (2)   tor  86s   In  -ristol   County  and  one 
(1)  horse   in  hssox  County  wore  negative. 

Encephalomyelitis :   One   (1)  horse  was  reported  in  Barnstable   County  and 
condition  was  diagnosed  «a  duo   co  heat  exhaustion*  (2)  horses   in 

Essex  County  were  reported  and  death  of  ono  was  due    be   breJjQ  tumor  and 
the  second  horse  recovered*     One   (l )     pony   ur  Plymouth  County  died  - 
diagnosis  questionable*     One   il)  horse  in  i'iynouth  county   ^as  reported 
but  death  was  due  to   "bracken  poisoning* w 

keratitis:   One    (1)   cow  in  v.orcester  County  and  one    (l )  heifer  in  Hampshire 
County  were  quarantined  as   affected  with    tills  disease  but  were  later  re- 
ported cured  and  therefore  released* 

Foot  Rot:   lour    (4)    cows  were  quarantined  in  v.orcester  County  but  later 
were  reported  completely  recovered  and  therefore  released. 
Tuberculosis  in  Hogs:   Tuberculosis  was  reported  to  be   found  in  the  carcass 
of  one    (i)  hog  from  li'orfolk  County  at   the  time  of   slaughter  in    .oreester. 
Swine  iiryslpeias:   Jsight    (8)  hogs  in  Plymouth  County  were   reported  ill 
with  this  disease  but  on  actual  examination  the   condition  was  found  not 
due  to  erysipelas. 

Kpg  Cholera;     Five    (b)  hogs  in   .oreoster  County  were  reported  condemned 
l-t  the  time  of  slaughter* 
fojgaitic  Infection:   Reported  in  a  herd  of  goats  in  Plymouth  County. 
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Bracken  Poison:  Two  (2)  steers  in  Worcester  County  were  found  dead  In  a 

pasture  and  death  was  diagnosed  due  to  this  11— ass. 

Poisons: 

^cnic  Poisoning;  Suspected  in  one  (1)  goat  in  Bristol  County. 

Laboratory  examination  was  negative. 

Cyanide  Poisoning:  One  (1)  cow  in  Worcester  County  died  after  drink- 
ing from  a  brook  which  flows  by  several  factories.   The  water  was  polluted 
but  the  laboratory  found  no  trace  of  arsenic. 

Chemical  Poisoning:  Thirty- five  (35)  to  forty  (40)  pigs  were  reported 
dead  In  hampshiro  County.   They  had  been  fed  garbage  from  buckets  which 
had  come  from  a  paper  .mill.   The  buckets  had  previously  contained  chemi- 
cals. Laboratory  examinations  found  the  presence  of  aluminum  and  sodium 
ihich  was  considered  the  cause  of  death. 

D.D.T.  Poisoning;  Three  (3)  calves  in  the  Fall  River  district  were 
reported  dead  after  an  external  application  of  a  mixture  of  oil  and  D.D.T. 
mixture.  Mixture  containers  were  labeled  with  a  warning  against  use  on 
cattle. 
Poul  t r y  £1  s  eaa  e  s  : 

Avian  Tuberculosis:  Fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  pullets  and  hens  were 
affected  in  Hampshire  County.   Fowl  cholera  also  was  reported  In  the  sane 
fleck. 

Newcastle  .Disease:  Although  Newcastle  Disease  has  been  found  in 
Massachusetts,  an  official  quarantine  of  infected  or  suspicious  flecks 
las  not  considered  feasible.   Poultry  raisers  have  been  advised  to  adopt 
»  voluntary  quarantine.   An  educational  campaign  among  all  groups  engaged 
In  any  form  of  the  poultry  business  has  been  carried  out  giving  informa- 
tion on  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  means  of  spreading  infection,  in- 
structions on  disinfection  of  premises,  crates,  txmcks  and  all  materials 
&hat  might  carry  the  disease.   The  Department  of  Veterinary  Science  at 
the  state  College  is  making  laboratory  diagnoses  of  specimens  sent  to 
them. 
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psittacosis :  As  a  r««ult  of  two  positive  caacs  of  Psittacosis  in  humans 
who  had  contact  with  on  aviary  in  Middlesex  County,  and  the  positive 
'laboratory  diagnosis  of  the  disease  in  a  bird  froin  the  same  aviary,  all 
birds,  numbering  one  hundred  and  sixteen  (116),  wero  destroyed.  An  aviary 
In  Norfolk  County,  in  which  two  occupants  of  the  house  were  positive  to 
the  blood  test,  was  placed  under  quarantine. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
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.       UAL  REPORT 


DIVISION    OF  I 


Year  Ending  June  30,    1946 


.r'IT   AND   '  TAB  I  "       .CATION 


The   crop  and  marketing  season  of   1945-46  was   featured  by  moderate 
to  heavy  supplies   of  truck  crops,    in  response   to  the  need  for  lar<-,e 
scale   production  during  the  war  emergency.      The   potato   crop  was  also 
much  above  average,   but  not   quite   so   lar^e  as   1944,    reflecting  some 
decrease  in  acreage  and  also   lower  yields  because  of  continued  wet  wea- 
ther in  the  Connecticut  Valley  during  the   early  growing  season. 

In  sharp  contrast   to  the  situation  on  vegetables  and  potatoes, 
the  apple  crop  suffered  severe  losses  as   the  result   of  a  combination 
of  spring  frosts  and  unfavorable  pollination  weather*     The  crop  of 
only  410,000  bushels  was   only  16?'  of  the  ten-year  average  production 
and  was   the  smallest  on  record* 

As  a  result  of  this  situation,    the  fruit  and  vegetable  inspection 
and  certification  work  was  concentrated   largely  on  potatoes   in  the 
Connecticut  Valley.     During  the  early  fall,    the     ar  Food  Administration 
and  later  its  successor  organization,    the  Production  and  Marketing  Ad- 
ministration,   carried  on  a  purchasing  program  at  the  Government  sup- 
port price.      Purchases  under  this  program  totalled  316  cars,    all  of 
»hich  were  certified  by  inspectors  of   this  Division. 

The   support  price  in  Massachusetts   for  U.S.   1,    in  new  bags  or  in 
usee  bags,    of  rood  quality,   was   $2*20  per  cwt.   during  August;    : 2.25  in 
September;   $2*30  in  October;    $2*36  in  November  and  J2.4S  in  December. 

In  addition  to  this   purchase  for  direct  shipment,    inspectors  of 

this  Department  made  34   inspections  of  potatoes   in t  enporary  storage, 

i 

on  which  the  Government  Agencies  made  loans  to  growers.  This  temporary 

storage  loan  program  was  supplemental  to  the  direct  purchase  plan  and 


J?    ■ 


its  ci  rrlsd  on  in  order  to   take   care  of  ottering*  of  potatoes   fro*  xera, 

for  t    ich  no   outlets  were  available   Tor  direct   shipment. 

A  permanent   storage   loan   program  was   also   in  operation.        ,-ier  this 
program  our  inspectors   certified  the  potatoes    in  the   storage  bins   on  a 
b*iis  of   the        ^cer.ta^e  Of  each  /.rade  of  the  potatoes  as   they  were   stored. 

The  certification  charges   for  inspection  of   the  direct  purchases  and 
of  the  temporary  storage  was  at   the  regular  carlot  or  trucklot   rate.      In- 
spection chargei   for  the  bin  inspection  was  on  an  hourly  basis  at   the  rate 
of  d2.00  per  hour.      Inspectors   of   this   .  ivision  worke      124  hours   on  bin 
inspection. 

he   rate  of  chn rgea   for  inspection  of   potatoes   and   for  other  products 
continued  on  the  name  schedule  as   In    cXTe,  t     -jrin,         a  pr<  \        s  T***t   aB 
follows : 


lltf  per  100  lb.  bag  for  both  truck  and  car  loadin  s     inlmum 
if  2     "       75  "         ■  "  n  n  ohargs 

»         bO  ».•••••  •         •       i  »  1.00 


9 


Onions 
1/  ""per  50  lb.  bag  for  both  truck  end   car  loadin,  s     Minlmusi 

iy     «     :o     »        "        •  "  B  "        •  «  charge 

1.00 

Apples 

1'^  box  up  to  479  boxes  -  Minimum  charge  $1.00 

460-600  -  COO 

601-700  -  7.00 

701-800  -  .00 

801-900  -  9.00 

901-1000  -  10.00 

~d£  crate  of  24  1  1/8  lb.  bunches  -  Minimum  charge  Jl.00 

Squash 

50^  a  ton   (S#000  lbs.)   in  bulk  -  K inlmum  charge     $1.00 

Other  Vegetables 

Including  1^  per  50  lb.  bag   inspections   to   erd  Including  8/51/45 
^ets       l|^  ■'■••«  »         roil  Sept.  1,   1941  on 

|       cabbage  Containers   from  £0  lbs.    to  100  lbs.   1." 

carrots      Minimum   charge   #1.00 

parsnips 

turnips 


v.hlle  the  emphasis  .,iven  inspection  of  Government  purchases,  as  re- 
corded above,  calls  attention  to  the  work  of  inspectors  of  this  divi- 
sion during  the  war  time  emergency,  the  most  significant  phase  of  in- 
spection and  certification  work  is  the  Increasing  demand  for  this  ser- 
vice from  r«gul«r  commercial  shippers.  This  is  being  noted  particular- 
ly on  potatoes  and  to  a  certain  extent  on  other  vegetables,  including 
onions,  carrots,  etc. 

During  the  1946-46  fiscal  year,  total  receipts  for  inspections  were 
|7,453.87,  made  up  of  the  following  items: 

Potatoes  $7,016.52 

.Carrots  154.77 

Apples  151.25 

Onions  112.24 

cabbage  11.70 

Beets  7.53 

In  connection  with  the  inspection  of  Government  purchases,  a  further 
item  of  income  to  this  Division  was  derive,  from  the  checkloading  f-.ea 
paid  to  us  by  the  Government  purchasing  agencies.   This  checkloading 
consists  of  a  count  of  the  load  in  the  cars,  for  certification  thereto 
to  the  Government  agency,  and  the  services  of  our  inspector  in  expedit- 
ing necessary  papers  in  connection  with  the  billing  of  th©  cars.  For 
this  we  were  paid  by  the  Jovernment  agency  at  the  rate  of  $3.00  per   car 
and  proportionately  for  trucklosds. 

A  Government  purchase  program  was  also  in  operation  on  cabbage  during 
ust.   Prices  paid  vara  65  cents  per   box  of  50  pounds  for  U.  S.  #1, 
and  55  cents  per  box  of  40  pounds  of  U.S.  #1  green.   Purchases  were 
made  at  the  Boston  Regional  Produce  Market  in  Vest  Cambridge.  The 
Office  of  Supply  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  which  conducted 
this  program,  supplied  the  inspection  service  so  it  was  not  necessary 
for  our  inspection  force  to  take  part  in  this  work. 
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During  the  past  year  our  eot,  inspectors  carried  out  the  purposes 
of  the  law  (General  Laws,  Ch.  94,  Sec.  90/  and  90b),  doing  both  edu- 
cational and  enforcement  work.   The  policy  of  the  Department  ever  since 
the  3a  w  wai  enacted  has  been  to  educate,  as  well  as  to  carry  out  the 
enforcement  provisions  of  the  law.   Our  three  inspectors  made  approxi- 
mately 5200  inspections  during  this  fiscal  year.   These  inspections  were 
madely  largely  m  retail  stores.   Other  inspections 

were  made  at  warehouses,  wholesale  establishments,  ferns,  roadside 
stands,  rarely  restaurants  and  soda  fountains.   The  number  of  viola- 
tions round  were  as  follows?   177  inspections  showed  the  interior  queli- 
ty  did  not  meet  the  specifications  for  freshness  (approximately  SJ^O*  and 
693  inspections  showed  infringements  of  the  law  regarding  size  (approxi- 
mately 14j£).   Thirty-one  cases  were  taken  into  court;  twenty-eight  for 
non-compliance  with  sizes,  and  three  for  freshness. 

Aside  from  the  regular  inspection  work,  our  inspectors  were  called 
upon  for  a  few  non-routine  activities,  3uch  as  substituting  as  market 
reporter  during  vacation  periods  of  our  regular  reporters,  poultry 
flock  inspection  and  certification  during  peak  work  periods;  judging 
eggs  at  competitive  shows,  and  exhibiting  at  fairs.   Assistance  of 
an  advisory  nature  was  also  given  the  OPA  by  our  egg  inspectors. 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  also  inspects  poultry 
at  one  o:  the  bigger  dressing  plants,  through  its  Federal-State  Agree* 
ment  known  as  AMS  76.   during  this  fiscal  year,  3,102,676  lbs.  of 
poultry  were  processed  and  graded  at  this  plant. 

V;.'-nL'  jMjg   ••  ?:T  REPORTS 

A  Tall  schedule  of  daily  reports  and  radio  broadcasts  of  the  Bcs  ton 
Wholesale  Produce  Market  has  been  saintained  throughout  the  year.  The 
plan  ofbroadca sting  prices  during  early  morning  hours  has  now  become  a 


- 
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leadin£   feature   of   this   phase   of  our    narket  news   service.      These   prices   and 
market   information  have  been  telephoned  to  Radio  Stations  I  and  WBZ-UBZA 

at  about   6.30  each  morning.  thin  the   past  year  the  SBZ-WBZJt  broadcast 

of  this   information  has  been  advanced   from  6.£>0  A«M«   to   6.55  A.M.      The  broad- 
cast over  WFEI   is   continued  at  6.40  A.   M. 

A  new  service  taken   on  within   the   past  /ear  has  been  the  noonday- 
broadcasts   of   these  market   prices   over  Radio  Station  YiliDH  in   Boston  during 
a  half  hour  farm  period  between  12.30  and   1.00  o'clock  each  day. 

Timely   information   on  interpretation  of   Government   regulations   and 
other  news  related  to  matters  directly  connected  with   the  war  emergency 
have  been   carried  regularly  on  th©  Boston  report,    and   included   in  the   radio 
broadcasts. 

The  Worcester  and  Springfield  reports  have  been  issued  regularly 
throughout  the  year.     Distribution  of  these  has  been  continued  through  the 
very  satisfactory  arrangements   with  the  daily  press   in   those   cities,    sup- 
plemented by  summarisation  on  radio  broadcasts. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  apple  marketing  season,  becsase  of  the  almost 
total  crop  failure,    there  was   some  doubfc  as   to  the   feasibility  of  continu- 
ing the  apple  market   reports.     Because  of   this,    the   question  wias   put  up  to 
the  Board  of  Directors  of   the  Massachusetts  Fruit  Growers1   Association. 
They  unanimously  requested  us   to   continue  these  on  the   same  basis   as  here- 
tofore.    This   request  was  based  on   the   fact   that  while   actual  price  quota- 
tions would  be   of  minimum  value  during  a  season  of  extremely  short   supply 
and  price  ceiling,    the  related   information  on  these  reports,    such  as   cold 
storage  hold  in  s,    information  on  mo\e:.ent   of   crops   from  other  areas,    and   in- 
terprets tion  of    Government  regulations,   would  make  them  extremely  useful  to 
growers    "iuring  the  year.     The   response   of  growers   to  the  announcement  of  the 
continuation   of  the  service,    confirmed   the  opinions   of  the  UFQA  Directors 
18  to  their  usefulness   even  in  a   short  crop  year.      The  number  of  paid   sub- 
?criptionswas   substantially  as  lar^e  as   in  a  year  when  apples  were   in  normal 
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plentiful  supply. 

RETAIL  J  I  jKEg  .     ■  :. 
The  consuming  public,  end  particularly  home  executives,  are  en  im- 
portant factor  in  the  division's  efforts  toward  promoting  orderly  and  ef- 
ficient marketing  and  distribution  of  farm  products  end  developing  agri- 
cultural resources  of  the  Commonwealth.    rk  with  consumers  resolved 
substantially  into  assembling  »n4  publicising  retail  market  and  Other  food 
information,  and  establishing  a  lisisor:  for  tie  purpose  of  interpreting 
consumer  needs  to  producers  end  distributors  and  vice  verse,  involving 
interviewing,  market  reporting,  writing,  broadcasting,  speaking,  exhibit- 
ing, and  working  with  organizations. 

Activity  during  the  year  focused  chiefly  on  arket  reporting,  gather- 
ing data  and  disseminating  it,  extending  relations  with  various  agencies 
and  allied  interests,  and  special  effort  was  s&ade  throughout  the  year  to 
provide  Massachusetts  consumers  with  factual  market  news  in  clear,  con- 
cise mannor  to  counteract  the  current  confusion  a  ong  consumers  and 
market  ien,  too. 

Data  for  the  Boston  Retail  Price  Report  was  collected,  compiled, 
edited,  and  the  report  issued  weekly.   Information,  in  addition  to  the 
reports  summary  paragraph,  was  supplied  to  household  newspapers  and 
radio  editors.  Announcements,  timely  canning  reminders,  food  use,  and 
marketing  pointers  are  given  as  space  permits. 

Dissemination  of  market  news  and  other  pertinent  food  information  was 
extended  through  radio  (writing  scripts  for  others  and  personal  broadcasts), 
special  articles  for  publications,  and  talks  to  various  groups.   In  addition 
to  intermittent  interviews  as  "guests"  on  1  adio  progra.  s,  Yankee  Farm  Jour- 
nal, and  weekly  broadcasts  made  at  WEEI,  At  differ  nt  times,   orning  farm 

Programs  were  conducted  at  WBZ   and  tfffAC  for  New  England  Agricultural  News 
Service. 

Further  distribution  of  -arket  news  and  information  was  accomplished 
r  'Peaking  and  discussing  phases  of  the  subject  with  individuals  and  as- 
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lenblles.      The   latter  included  school   and  college  home  economics   departments, 
irent-Teacher  Associations,   women's   clubs,    Public  Utilities  Home  Service  De- 
Irtaients,   farm  and  agricultural  it/  organizations,    and  professional 

roups— dietitians,    teach  rs,   nurses.     A  few  specific  examples  were!        Red 
Jross  food  class  of  British  war  brides,    Chelsea   woman's  Club,   ;>Tatick  Parent- 
reachor  Association,    Regtf  College,    Vermont  Turkey  Growers'   Association, 
fruit  and  Vegetable  Re-tailors'  Marketing  School,    State  Committees  of  Massa- 
shusetts  Federation  of  Somen's  Glubs,    lunch  room  managers'    sucktier  session, 

II  ■ Illl       H  I        I      II   I  I    II 

The  work  of  the  Division  of  Markets,  Involving  as  it  does  the  dlssemina* 
tion  of  market  news  an  d  other  market  Information,  together  with  its  activi- 
ties in  prolactins  the  sales  of  Massachusetts  farm  products,  requires  i.he 
fullest  use  of  available  radio  broadcasting  facilities.  During  recent 
years,  raulo  contacts  have  been  built  up  which  make  available  a  substantial 
lmount  of  raaio  time  without  cost  to  the  Commonwealth, 

The  Division  is  very  closely  associated  with  (.he  conduct  of  the  Hew 
ngland  ,\&dio  Sews  Service,  one  member  of  the  Division  staff  serving  as 
Collaborator  for  this  Service,  in  wnich  he  represents  all  the  Kaw  Kn  -land 
States  and  the  affiliated  farm  organisations  in  their  contacts  with  the 
radio  stations  and  the  cooperating  Federal  governmental  agencies,  kt   the 
close  of  the  past  fiscal  year,  a  major  change  has  been  made  in  the  carrying 
on  of  this  Service,   Its  Boston  office  has  been  reorganised  so  as  to  devote 
full  time  to  the  distribution  of  farm  and  consumer  naws  to  all  radio  stations, 
•hlle  at  the  sej&s  time  the  personnel  of  the  Service  has  withdrawn  from  ac- 
tual broadcast ing,  which  it  has  h&*nx   doing  during  recent  years  over  two 
Boston  radio  stations. 

Arrange... ants  for  financial  participation  in  this  Service  by  the  New 
gigland  States  and  farmers'  associations  have  been  under  the  direction  of 
the  Collaborator  who  serves  in  this  capacity  by  Federal  Government  appoint- 
ment, without  pay.  An  allot aent  from  the  Division  of  Markets  budget  in  the 
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ount  of  $460  has  been  subscribed  to  this  radio  service  as  the  I'assa- 
chusetts  contribution.   The  money  is  used  along  with  that  of  other  con- 
tributing agencies  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Boston  office.   None  of 
it  is  required  for  radio  time,  inasmuch  as  this  is  furnished  without 
gharge  by  the  radio  stations. 

The  division  has  also  served  as  a  scheduling  agency  for  radio  ap- 
pearances for  members  of  the  Department  on  r  adio  programs.   These  have 
included  four  broadcasts  a  month  through  the  New  rjngland  Radio  News 
Service,  two  on  .VBr..-*VB7A,  and  two  on  the  Yankee  Farm  Journal.   These  regu- 
lar broadcasts  have  also  been  supplemented  by  special  programs  to  :eet 
emergency  needs. 

An  example  of  this  was  special  attention  i*iven  to  the  feed  problem. 
Information  on  the  available  supplies  of  poultry  and  ftggi  were  broadcast; 
likewise  data  on  industry  problems,  particularly  the  feed  situation,  were 
collected  and  broadcast.  The  seriousness  of  the  feed   situation  was  evi- 
denced in  the  heavy  liquidation  of  layers  and  replacement  stock.   Consi- 
derable effort  was  made  to  see  that  Massachusetts  poultrymen  were  allotted 
their  equitable  share  of  the  country's  limited  resources  of  feed. 

RA'SIQ  ADVERTISING 

The  radio  advertising  program  of  this  Department , carried  on  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Massachusetts  Development  and  Industrial  Commission,  was 
conducted  during  the  past  year  v*ith  special  emphasis  on  eonservation  and 
fullest  utilization  of  food  supplies.   In  an  effort  to  get  wider  uistribu- 
tlon  of  this  Information,  a  substantial  change  was  made  In  the  scheduling 
of  the  broadcasts.   This  comprised  the  participation  in  the  broadcasting 
of  13  stations,  giving  a  more  thorough  coverage  through  these  local  out- 
lets. 

An  allotment  of  $7,167.07  was  made  by  the  development  and  Industrial 

Commission  to  this  Departnsnt  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  15-week  schedule. 
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Ab   an  example  of  the  typo  of  material  used  on    ihese  programs  and 
directed  toward   conservation  i        :>od  supplies,    a  sample  of  the   script 
of  one  of  the   spots   is  as   follows: 

HIT«3    n  '       OR  TODAY'S        1TI0N   OF   THE    ?AR  D  VVVf    I  UT  YOU 

BY   riS  MA3SACKU3-TT:  •  IK  TION    <ITH 

tE  ..     -      NT  AM   INDUS' RIAL  COMMISSION. 

WHILE   IN  >USTRY   !  :      NATION    IS  ALREADY  BMKG  DIRECTED  TC  3 

TH  "    PRODUCTION   OF  CIVILIAN    000 OS,    THE   BATTLE  OK  ,;  HS  FOOD  FRONT   STILL 
CONTINUES,      WE  ARE  NOW  SfELL   ALONG    IN   THE   GROWING   AND   PRODUCTION   SSMK9, 
AND  THIS   RAVI   THAT    EXISTING  FOOD  SUPPLIES  ¥UST  CAREFULLY  CONS  'RVED 

AND    ■  D  SO  THAT  I  ORE   P  i  ILL   t:   v  0U3H.      THS      T    N  DISTRI- 

BUTION W   PARK.    PRODUCTS   HAS    BSCOrtl  A    PUBLIC   RESPONSIBILITY  NOW  TEAT 
CAHVKD  WOOJS   HAVE  BRSH  R  RI  "ROM   THE   POTION   LIST,      BUY  JHU3   ITS 

YAW    I        UCTS   NO*  VI  XX       tHSJ  PI    NTIFUL.      KBU         I    &  NEXT  WINTER'S 

FOOD   3CPPLY  0V  CANING  ALL  *HA1  |       .       0  IATELY,      MTT  R£- 

M^fB'iR ,  .  . BOY  ONLY  WHA \ 

,  MAIttnSTIN---    CO  ■■—••  ggg 
Members  of  the  Division  of  Markets  took  e   particislarly  active  part 
in  the  Marketing  Conference,   held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Massachusetts 

icultural   Program  Hosrd  at  Harvard  University,   Vareh  12  and  15,    1945. 
This  Conference  brought   together  representatives  of  all  branches   of  Massa- 
chusetts agriculture  snd   related    trade  organisations,    together  with  Covem- 
■•nt  officials.      It  was    tilled  especially  to  c^**  tne   fullest    possible   con- 
sideration to   immediate   post-war  market  programs   for  Massachusetts  agri- 
cultural  products  during   the   first   full  post-war  year,    end   to   plan   for 
the  longer  time  program  during  the  peacetime  years  which  it   is  hoped   lie 
ahead  • 

*         Members   of   the  Division  worked   closely  with  the   Pro-ram  I  card   in 
••tting  up  the   schedule   for  the  meetings  and  for   carrying  on  the   sessions 
°f  the   committees   and   of  the  main  body  of  the   Conference,    as  well  as   sup- 
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plyln£  ■   substantial  amount  of  secretarial  service  for  a   Conference   com- 
mifctee. 

...:..    KS»    ii.  ■     -  IDE   STANDS 
Inspection   and   certification  of   farmers »    ro: dside  stands  under 
section  117A-117F,    Chapter  270,   Acts  of  1927,    was   carried   on  during 
the  past  year  to   only  a   very  11 aitedextent,   because   of   lack  of   personnel. 
Sales  of  farm  products   on  ro^aside   stands  have   increased  substantially 
during   the  past   year  since   the  ending  of  Lasoline  rationing  .      This   type 
Of  merchandising  offers  inviting  possibilities   for  development   in  the 
post-war  period.      The   extensive   system  of  good   roads   in  Massachusetts 
and  the  proximity  of  producing  regions   to   largo  centers  of   population, 
together  with   the  relatively  high  purchasing  power  of   industrial  workers 
in  this   region,    provides  a   combination  of  favorable  factors  vA-ich  should 
aid  immaterially  in  expansion  of   this  direct  selling  of  Massachusetts    rrown 
farm  products  at  roadside  stands. 

Roadside   stands  operated  by  Massachusetts   farmers  have  suffered   in 
prestige  because   of  the   fact   that  a   considerable  number  of  non-farmer 
stands  have  been  established   on  Massachusetts  highways.      The   (.reat  need 
is  for  proper  identification  and    certification  of   farmers'   stands  which 
sell  the  products   of  their  farm  owners  or  those  of  nearby  farms.      ffhe 
purpose  of  the   certification  program  under  the  above-mentioned  legis- 
lation is  to  provide  a   system  of   inspection  under  State  supervision, 
in  order  to  assure  the  public  that   the  products  meet  certain  standards 
of  quality,   and  to   provide  for  proper  identification  of  such  stands 
through  the  display  of  the   State   sign.      It   is  hoped   that  the   progress 
■ade   in   this  direction  prior  to   the  war  can  be   capitalized  upon,   and 
further  development  of   this   plan  put   into  action  as  a   part  of  the  post- 
|  war  marketing  program  of  Massachusetts  agricultural  products. 
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Many  of  the   activities   of   the   Jivision   of  Markets,    p.-  r-ticulo  rly 
In  connection  vith  our  promotional  *ork,   depend  upon  a   certain   aLiount 
of  public   relatione  activity.      "his   is   true  also   in   connection   with 
the   regulatory  work  of  the   division.     Kexr.'.  UPi   ftf    the  division    during 
the  past  year,   therefore,   neve  maintained  clcsc   i  ;   vitfc        raer 

associations,    trade  orgenlxatf  os,   and   otberf  whose 

activities   are   related  to   th         is tr lb1  tier:    oi    food   products.  equent 

talks  have  been     iven  before   farmer  organizations,   particularly  poul- 
try,   vegetable,    end   fruit   groups,   which  have   featured  marketing  trends 
and   interpretations  of  Government   emergency  regulations   end   other    unr- 
keting  matters  of   current  interest. 

Some  of  the  or^aniratlons  before  which  members  of   the  Division 
have  taken  part   in  speaking   programs   or  eo?         oncea   uurinr.   the   pest 
rear  are?   New     r    land  Council;    Vassachusetts     arm  Bureau  Federation— 
ilso   local  county  Farm  Bureaus ;   Massachusetts    federation  of   r-oultry 
Associations;   Northeastern   Poultry   Producers1   Council;    Massachusetts 
approved   Poultry  Breeders1    Association;    Massachusetts  Home  ncmlcs 

issoclation;    Kew   ' nwlsnd   Poultry  and  Institute;    state-wide   School 

Lunch  Advisory  Committee;   Massachusetts  ration  of  Vegetable  Grow- 

ers *   Associations;   Kasaachusetls     r  it    'rovers'   Ask  relation;   Kassachu- 
letts   H.O.P»   Breeders'    Association;    Departments   of  health,      <  If  a  re, 
and   hdueetion;    Northeastern  table   und   Potato  Council;   national   As- 

sociation of  Marketing  Officials;    Massachusetts  5      .  .  y     rowers'    Asso- 
ciation;  v-omen's   Group  of  the  Ad   Club;    Boston  City       .-oration;    Radio 
Council;    New  Tn^land   association  of   Marketing  Officials;    I oston  Market 
Gardeners'    Association;    Brockton  Cooperative  Auction  Association, 

[fetching  division;    Boston  Better  Business  bureau;    Massachusetts 

Ssfety  Council;    Cn?Q  Cod  Cranberry   Qrowero %    Association;    Boston 
Branch,    National   League  of  Wholesale     resh  Fruit  and   *e   etable  Distri- 
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butors;  Uassachuset  tl   Ivislon,  International  Baby  Chick  Association; 
Kcusehold  Nursing  Association;  Springfield  Nutrition  Service;  {*<-' 
Cross;  Massachusetts  3tate  College  "omen's  Advisory  Council;  Nashoba 
I  ruit  iroducers'  Association  and  nuciferous  county  tnd  local  commodity 
organizations. 

Of  inestimable  help  and  of  definite  value  to  agriculture  have 
been  the  continued  exceptionally  satisfactory  contacts  vitb  and  the 
100£  cooperation  of  newspaper  and  radio  home  pa^e  editors. 

tearket  trips  and  tours  escorted  curing  the  year  included  several 
groups  of  home  economics  students,  a  large  group  of  dietitians  from 
other  parts  of  the  cour.try,  a  party  of  Eritish  war  brides  desiring 
better  acquaintance  with  I  -rican  foods  and  markets.   Assistance  vjas 
given  in  arranging  the  ^arm  and  the  market  tour  for  the  city* a  key 
home  economists  and  dietitians,  sponsored  by  the  Kew  Ettgla&d  Poultry 
and     institute. 

DIVISION  'XHIBITS 

A   poultry  exhibit  was  supplied  and  manned  by  the  Department  at 
the  Brockton  Feir.   A  competitive  4K  Club  Egg  Show  was  sponsored  by 
the  Department,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Massachusetts  State  College 
at  the  Union  Agricultural  Meetings. 

A  step-by-step  d  e^ionst  rat  ion  of  the  preparation  of  foods  for  deep- 
freeze was  developed  at  the  Brockton  Fair.   "Tim  and  Tomn  made  their 
last  appearance  (probably  final)  at  the  Ruddy's  Club  on  Boston  Common, 
because  of  the  worn  out  condition  of  this  exhibit  material.   Illustra- 
tive posters  have  been  displayed  in  the  Department's  reception  room 
along  with  pertinent  "take  home"  leaflets.  The  apparent  effective- 
ness of  simple,  direct  exhibits  in  strategic  places  indicates  they 
may  accomplish  more  than  mere  words. 
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As   seed  inspection  was  much  delayed   by  urgent  apple   inspection  dur- 
ing most   of  spring  of  1946,    due   to  unusually  large   1944  crop,    the  month 
of  July  ras   taken  up  completing   the  drawing  of   the    official   1945   seed 
sa.  pies.      The  official  sa-spli?         or  1945  totaled   1,505  samples    in  dupli- 
cate and   comprised   field  crops—mixtures   of  agricultural  seed— vegetable 
and   flower  seet  • 

During  July,    a   sizeable   quantity  of  very  questionable   seed,   bought 
at  auction,   was   located  being   sold,   both  in  package  and  bulk,    without 
any  recent  test  to  determine  its  value.     An  agreement  whereby  the   owner 
and  seller  agreed  to  withhold   the  remainder  of   seed  from  sale  until   seec 
was  retested  and  could  be  properly  labeled,   was   signed  by  the   owner. 
This  quickly  r  emoved   from  sale   a   quantity  of  very   low  grade  seed  not   la- 
beled to   comply  with   the  Massachusetts   law. 

In  August,    at  the   completion  of  the   1945  seed   sampling,    the  working 
sample  of  92  official  State  samples   showing  violation  of  the   Federal  Seed 
Act  from  e::orts  of   tests  made  at  the  Massachusetts   Seed  Laboratory  in 
Axaherst,   were  ;orwarded  to  Beltsville,   Maryland,    the  T  ederal  Seed  Labora- 
tory,     '^ests  mede   there   corroborated  otir  findings.     The  additional  infor- 
mation regarding  shipping  dates,    together  with  amount  of  seed  involved  In 
shipment,   was  gathered.      Special  forms  for  this  information   si  ovflng  defi- 
nite interstate  movement  were   filleo  out  and   forwarded  to  Beltsville.  As 
a  result  of   this  cooperation  with  the  U.S.D.A.   in   regard  to  violations 
of  the  Federal  Seed  Act,    found  here  of  new  seed   shipped   into  Massachusetts, 
the  Federal  Seed  Enforcement  Division  decided   that   56  of   the  violations 
reporter:  were  definitely  flagrant  and   thus   sent  registered  warning   letters 
to  these  offending  seed   companies,    the  general  procedure  for  first  year 
^fenders.      These   56  violations   acted  upon  represented  14   companies.   Ac- 
tion like   this  of  warning  letters   shows   seed   companies   shipping   seer 
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into  Massachusetts   that  Massachusetts    Is  keeping  close  check  on  see     coming 
in  fro*  out   of   state.      Massachusetts,    therefore,   will  not  be   considered  as 
a  /ood  dumping  ground  for  low  trr?(ie  seed  as   is  the  reputation  of  some 
its tea* 

The  cooperation  with  the  "  ....    .    .    in  i'ting  violations   of  the 

Federal  Seed  Act,    proves   especially  valuable   he-re   in  Massachusetts,    for 
well  over  905:  of  all  seed   sold   in  Massachusetts    is   shipped  in    from  out 
of  state;   thus   coming  under  the  protection   of   the         ^ral  Seed  Act.   This 
cooperation  protects   our  seed  dealers   in   the   Commonwealth  from  having 
low  grade,    Incorrectly  labeled   seed   shipped  to   them;   thus,    furnishii 
our  seed   industry  a   real  service. 

During  the   fall,   warning   letters   together  with   copy  of  Seed  Law 
were  sent  to   twenty-three   companies   in  Massachusetts,    t irst   cf fenders 
whose  carrled-over  seed  tested  very  low  ^exraination  and  was  not  correct- 
ly labeled   to   show   this  low  quality.      These  waminj..   letters  were  followed 
up  by  a  personal  call  at   their  place  of  business,   where  specific  viola- 
tion and    requirements  of   law  were   thoroughly  discusser.      The   second  year 
offenders,   numbering  seven,    were   each  summoned   to  a   hearing  on    their 
specific  violations. 

luring   the   early  winter,   a  revision  of  the  Massachusetts   Feed  Law 
was  written  and  presented  to  the   Legislature  in  January.      ft»*Fln$S  on 
this  bill  were  held  in   February  end  the  new  law  was   signed   on  Kay  24, 
1946.     This   revision  brings  cur  r rw  seed  law  in   close  conformity  with 
the  uniform  seed   law  as   recommended  hy  the  tf.S.D.A.  and  up-to-date  with 
«sed  laws  already  in  effect  in  New  Hampshire,    Vermont,    and   Connecticut, 
other  Hew  £h&3and   States. 

Seed  inspection  for  1846   started  at   the   regular  t'    e   in  February, 
^■o  that   the  drawing  of  1560  official  samples   in  duplicate  was    completed 
before  July  1.      These   comprised   163  field  seed,    40  mixtures  of  agricul- 
ture! seeds,    920  vegetable,    find   217  flower  seed   samples.     During  this 
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inspection  season  many  questionable   old    sr-^cls  were  taken  off  sale  and  clumped, 

by  i.iutaal  ement  between  inspector  and  store   selling  seed.      One  perticu- 

I 

lar  cas-a   involved   10, 000  packets;    the   statements   on  fchltti   showed   seed   to  be 
two  or  three   y.ara   old. 

The   sa -pllng  of   the   seed  purchased  by  the   Commonwealth  Tor   the 
State  institutions,    inaugurated    lost   year,    proved  very   successful,    end  was 
continued   this  year.      This  brings  most   of  the   samples   of   State   purchased 
see     under  the  Federal  Seec   Act,    as  -iost  are    purchased   outside   of  State. 
This  sampling,    therefore,    provides  a  valuable   service  to   the  State   Pur- 
chasing Department. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of   the 


DIVISION  OF  PLANT  PEST  CONTROL  AND  FAIRS 

Year  ending  June  30,  1^46 

L.  J.  Brems,  Director 

Q.  S.  Lowry,  Assistant  Director. 


PLANT  PEST  CONTROL  WORK 

The  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control  performed  Its  statutory 
functions  which  includes  the  certification  of  nurseries,  t>e 
licensing  of  nursery  agents  and  collf.borating  with  the  Federal 
Government  In  such  major  pests  as  Japanese  Beetle,  Dutch  "Elm 
Disease,  European  Corn  Borer  and  White  Pine  Blister  Rust. 

During  the  past  year  there  was  a  continued  amount  of  advice 
given  out  to  the  public  on  pwst  control.   Household  pests  such  as 
cereal  pests,  ants,  carpet  beetles,  fleas,  clothes  moths,  and  cock- 
roaches caused  considerable  difficulties. 

Due  to  the  exceptionally  warm  weather  in  March  and  April,  the 
Tent  Caterpillar  and  Gypsy  Moths  hatched  unusaally  early.   Many 
inquiries  were  received  in  regard  to  the  Tent  Caterpillar  nests 
which  cause  an  unsightly  appearance  along  the  highways  of  the 
state  in  the  early  spring.   The  Pall  Webworm,  whose  nests  are  con- 
fused with  the  Tent  Caterpillar  nests,  were  more  abundant  than 
usual. 

Termites  which  are  found  throughout  the  state  were  responsible 
for  many  requests  for  Information. 

The  Japanese  Beetles  were  not  as  numerous  In  the  state  as  in 
previous  years,  due  to  unfavorable  weather  conditions.   The  usual 
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Inspection  was  made  around  the  nurseries  for  this  destructive 
pest. 

The  European  Corn  Borer  caused  a  considerable  amount  of 
damage.   Eighteen  permits  were  granted  to  persons  who  applied 
to  postpone  plowing  until  spring  for  soil  conservation  purposes. 
Because  of  the  fact  there  was  snow  on  the  ground  from  early 
December,  there  was  no  opportunity  to  make  the  inspection  of 
corn  stubble  which  according  to  the  plowing  law  should  be 
plowed  under  before  December  1, 

The  Dutch  Elm  disease  hcs  still  only  been  feond  ir  the 
western  part  of  the  state,  but  an  increase  of  confirmed  trees 
makes  it  important  that  everyone  should  be  on  the  lookout  for 
this  disease  and  notify  the  department  of  any  trees  that  show 
sympton  of  infection. 

White  pine  has  been  one  of  the  outstanding  trees  in  Mass- 
achusetts since  Colonial  times.   The  economic  value  of  this  tree 
was  demonstrated  amply  in  the  tremendous  production  of  white  pine 
lumber  during  World  War  II.   This  tree  species  must  be  perpetuated 
as  a  source  of  future  lumber  and  it  is  essential,  therefore,  that 
protection  from  fire,  insects  and  diseases  be  given  this  valuable 
community  asset.   It  is  for  this  reason  that  this  division  is 
making  every  effort  to  combat  one  enemy  of  white  pine;  maiiely, 
white  pine  blister  rust.   This  parasitic  plant  disease,  aside 
from  its  growth  on  white  pine,  lives  during  a  part  of  its  ex- 
istence, in  the  leaves  of  currant  and  gooseberry  plants.   These 
plants,  therefore,  are  referred  to  as  alternate  hosts.   Fortunately 
the  disease  is  not  transmitted  from  pine  to  pine,  but  must  pass 
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thru  intermediate  stages  of  development  on  the  currant  and 
gooseberry  hosts.   2'hi  s  means  that  the  disease  is  controlled 
by  eliminating  these  plants  from  areas  within  Infecting  dis- 
tance of  the  pines  to  be  protected, 

This  division  ,  in  collaboration  with  the  Bureau  of  En- 
tomology and  Plant  Quarantine  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture,  has  continued  its  effort  to  prevent  further 
damage  by  the  disease  by  the  removal  of  currant  and  gooseberry 
bushes  fioa  pine  areas  in  the  State. 

The  annual  inspection  of  nurseries  was  carried  on  as 
usual  during  the  summer  months,  notwithstanding  the  scarcity 
of  inspectors.   There  were  289  nurseries  in  Massachusetts  in- 
spected and  certificates  issued,  which  permits  the  selling  of 
nursery  stock  in  the  state  and  to  other  staes.   No  unusual  out- 
breaks of  serious  insects  occurred  during  the  year  in  the 
nurseries. 

Licenses  are  issued  to  agents,  other  than  growers,  to  sell 
certified  nursery  stock.   This  year  169  were  issued. 

A  great  many  inquiries  were  received  on  the  use  of  DDT 
(Dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane),  a  contact  poison  that  was 
developed  during  the  war,  and  which  received  a  great  deal  of 
publicity. 

The  Plant  Pest  Control  phase  of  the  work  of  the  division 
is  handled  directly  by  Quincy  3.  Lowry,  Assistant  Director. 


Novermber  18,  1946 
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AGRICuTTIBAL  FAIR'-    ANr   EXHIBITS 

artime    restrict  U  removed  after  V-J  Day  on 

August  14,    1945,   and  ai   a  result   the  fair  se&so:;  opened  on 
August  19  with   rail  and    transportation  bans   lifted,    and   even 
transportation  for  race  horses   allowed.      In  the   short   time 
between  v-.r  p-iy  and   the  opening  oi    the  iair  season,    Maaa- 
aohuaatts  faira  Managed   to  ootuin  cattle  and  other  livestock 
entries   that  previously  had  been  restricted  by  the  Office  of 
Defense  Transportation  to  Unit  ad   surround  lugs.      ^Iso  pre- 
vious  la   August  14  *ve~y   fair,    large  or  small,   was   obliged  to 
apply  to  tna  Wmt  Commit taa  on  Convention."-   for  a  permit  to 
operate.     This   restriction  was   tawa^lately  oanealled,    and  fairs 
were  really  fre*  to  operate  agiiin  as   in  pre-wer  years. 

As  a  result   of  the  lifting  of   the  many  wartime  bans,    145 
faira  w*??«  held   in  the   State*      Of  these,    eleven  were  major 
fairs,    fourteen  community,   eighty-seven   ?r?nges,   five  poultry 
and  rabbit,    snd   twenty-eight  were  miscellaneous  fairs  and  shows. 
All  but  two  3jajor  faira  were  inspected  by  a  representative  of 
the  Department,    sind  record  kept  of   the  number  of  exhibits,   and 
of  all   special  features,   contests  and  other    activities.      Of  the 
eleven  major  fairs   that  were  held   this  year,   four had  pari-mutuel 
horse  racing,    three  had  harness  racing,    and  one  hald  midget  auto 
racing.      Horse  drawing  contests  vere  held  at  twelve  major  faira 
and  ox  drawing  was  conducted  at   eight  major  fairs.     Both  con- 
testa  we*e  proved  of    ^reat   interest  ©fc   the  public.     Three  new 
major  fairs  were  opened  this   year.     Weymouth  bald  a  three-day 
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fair,    reopening   its   grounds   after  seven  yearfs   inactivity; 
Franklin  Pair  held  its  first  annual  fair,    runn'ng  a  full 
week;    and  the  Mddleboro  Agricultural  Society,    although  not 
receiving   State  prize  money,   held  a   seven-day  fair  at   Lake- 
vllle  and  was  duly  inspected  by  a  Department   representative. 

We  had  more  goat   shows   this   year  than  in  any  previous 
year,   and   entries   in  each  show    increased  also.      The  animals 
at  all   shows  were  very  clean  arid  well-kept.      More  grange  fairs 
were  held  this  year  than  every  before  in  the  history  of   the 
Division,   with  almost   2,000  more  agricultural  exhibits   than 
last  year,    and  an   increase  of  over  5,000   in  attendance.   Also 
many  victory  harvest  fairs  and  victory   garden   shows  were  held, 
sponsored  by  schools,    civic  clubs  and  other  organizations,   and 
from  all  reports  these  victory  gardeneres,   many  of  them  exhibit- 
ing for  the  firet  time,   had   excellent  good  quality  products. 

The  attendance  at   all  fairs   for   1945  was   over  half  a 
million,    532,454  to  give  the  exact  figure,   an   increase   of   100,000 
over  last  year's  record.      State  prize  checks  numbering  2,349,    to 
the  amount   of  $15,086.05  were   sent   out    to  premium  winners,   and 
of   theee,    388  went   to  boy  and  girl  exhibitors,    or  approximately 
38#.      The  fairs  associations   and  fair  groups   themselves   awarded 
$33,053.19  in  prize  money  awards,   making  a  total  of   £43,139.24 
spent  on  agricultural  premiums  during  the  year.     Agricultural 
exhibits  amounted  to  61,126,    with  boys  and  girls   exhibiting 
over  one-quarter,    or   17,605   exhibits.  xhibit  halls  at  fairs 

were  well   stocked.     Although  fruit    exhibits  were   low,    owing  to 
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the  Way  frost,   still  lovestock  and   vegetable  entries  were  much 
higher  than  last  year. 

The  exhibits  of  boys  and  girls  this   year  at  all  fairs  were 
very  pleasing.     Their  vegetable  and  canning   exhibits  were  of 
exceptionally  high  quality  and  their  cattle  and  other   live- 
stock exhibits  were  high  grade,   and  were  clean  and  well-kept. 
It   speaks  well  for  the  boys  and   girls  of  our  State  and  for 
the  agricultural  future  of  Massachusetts.     The  Division  con- 
siders the  work  with  boys  and  girls  to   be  one  of  the  most 
important  phases  of  fair  work,   and  wishes  to   encourage  fairs 
to  expand  every  possible   effort   to  boys  and   girls  to  take  a 
prominent  part  in  fairs.     The  Division  has  co-operated  with  and 
actively  assisted  in  thts  work.     The  Massachusetts  4-K  Club 
summer  camp  at   Amherst  has  received  financial  assistance  from 
the   Division  which  has  made  this    activity  possible,    and  5,000 
4-R  pins  have  been  supplied  the  State  club   leader  in  Mass- 
achusetts for  distribution  among  4-E  Club  members. 

The  Division  this  year  furnished  certificates  in  p^ace  of 
medals  and  trophies,   where  case  permiums  were  not  offered.  Fifty- 
six  certificates  for  agricultural  accomplishment  were  awarded  to 
various  4-K  and   vocational   students  for  agricultural   judging  con- 
tests.    A  trophy  was  presented  at  the  Spring  Flower  Show,   held  at 
Horticultural  Hall  in  Boston,   for  the  best  commercial  exhibit, 
and  a  ribbon  was  awarded  at  the  New  England  Gladiolus  Show. 

The  Division  is  responsible  for  the   care  and  upkeep  of  the 
two  State  buildings  at   Erockton  and   Springfield.      This   includes 
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not  only  repairs  and  upkeep  of  buildings,  but  also  care  of 
grounds,  flower  beds  and  plantings. 

The  State  building  on  the  Brockton  Pair  Grounds  at  Brockton 
this  year  turned  out  exceptionally  well,  and  laready  plans  are 
being  xaade  for  improving  exhibits  for  next  year.   The  Depart- 
ment  of  Agriculture,  in  co-operation  with  Plymouth  County  Ex- 
tension Service  had  an  exhibit  of  sheep  owned  and  raised  by 
4-H  Boys,  and  the  Massachusetts  Council  of  Milk  Goat  Breeders 
exhibited  four  goats  and  goat  products*  The  Massachusetts  State 
College,  in  addition  to  its  bulletin  booth,  had  a  display  showing 
the  amount  of  tomato  relish,  stewed  tomatoes,  etc*,  to  be  obtain- 
ed from  a  bushel  of  tomatoes*   The  Division  of  Markets  had  a 
deep-freeze  exhibit,  instructing  the  consumer  regarding  steps  to 
take  for  deep-freezing  food  products.  The  U.  S.  Division  of  Wild 
Life,  in  co-operation  with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, had  a  space  to  set  forth  their  exhibition  on  rodent  con- 
trol. The  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control  and  Fairs,  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  17.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Mas  sac husetts 
State  College  had  a  display  of  vaious  plant  pests  and  diseases, in- 
cluding Dutch  Elm  Disease,  Blister  *%»t  Control  and  Japanese  Beetle. 
The  exhibit  put  on  by  the  State  Division  of  the  Blind  greatly  at- 
tracted the  fair  patrons.  This  was  an  educational  exhibit  showing 
the  many  kinds  of  work  done  by  the  blind  people  in  the  State. 
Three  persons  demonstrated  the  work,  which  included  weaving, 
sewing  on  the  power  machine,  and  braille  typing  and  reading. 
Products  of  the  Blind  Workshop  were  also  displayed.  The 
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demo  net  rations  carried  on  by  the  Division  of  the  Blind  at  the 
State  building  were  so  far  reaching  in  educational  value  to  the 
public  that  they  were  asked  to  consider  going  into  the  Spring- 
field Building  when  it  re-opened  to  carry  on  the  same educational 
work  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  The  new  and  versatile  jeep 
on  the  market  also  drew  much  interest,  as  did  the  United  Shoe 
Machinery  Exhibit,  the  latter  a  valuable  collection  of  antique 
shoes,  set  up  in  show  cases,  presenting  a  history  of  shoes  from 
as  far  baok  as  Egyptians  of  the  first  century.  Other  exhibits 
included  cranberries,  plactloa,  O.P.A.  and  Red  Cross. 

As  the  Eastern  states  Exposition  at  ?>est  Springfield  was  not 
held  this  year,  the  Stu*e  Building  on  the  grounds  of  the  Exposi- 
tion was  not  used  for  exhibition  purposes.  However,  it  was  used  to 
hold  the  Eastern  States  Exposition  Baby  Beef  Show  and  Sale  in  Sept- 
ember. The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  awarded  a  prize 
to  the  best  baby  beef  animal  shown  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
The  steer  weighed  1,125  pounds,  and  was  sold  at  a  price  af  #.55  per 
pound  to  a  Springfield  market. 

The  28tb  annual  Union  Agricultural  Sleeting  was  held  in  Horti- 
cultural Hall,  Worcester,  again  this  year,  on  January  3,9  and  10. 
The  many  postwar  problems  which  will  confront  farmers  furnished 
topics  for  discussion  at  the  meetings.   Improved  marketing  conditions 
better  distribution  and  more  efficient  handling  of  farm  products 
were  among  the  subjects  discussed.   The  following  group  meetings 
were  held;  Massachusetts  Fruit  Growers,  3tate  Jersey  Cattle  Club, 

Eolstein-Frieslan  Breeders,  Federated  Dairy  Associations,  New 


A    <*V. 


■vifu»i  r=  be  axJL 

. 

Ml 

•IttfJ  -/dim* 

»q  JfciftW  •!•• 


toe:    ifli   no  .H-*.  •    -It/   *t>3$*<2 


mm  r 


-9- 


England  Marketing  Officials,  Vegetable  Growers,  Federation 
of  Poultry  Associations,  Beekeepers,  Fire  Fighters,  Home 
Economics,  Milk  Goat  Breeders,  Livestock  Meetings.   Two 
new  groups  united  in  the  meeting  this  year,  the  Junior  Vege- 
table Growers  and  the  Young  Farmers  Groups,   The  4-H  3.$g  3how, 
with  99  dozen  eggs  entered,  and  the  4-R  Corn  Show  with  129 
entries  entered  were  held  in  connection  with  the  meeting,  both 
receiving  Otata  prise  money.   An  exhibit  of  Massachusetts 
potatoes  was  held,  prepared  by  the  Connecticut  Valley  Produce 
Growers  Association  and  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion of  Vegetable  Growers  Association.  This  display  was  designed 
to  show  progress  in  the  marketing  of  the  increasingly  improved 
Massachusetts  potato  crop.  There  was  also  &  soil  conservation 

exhibit  under  the  direction  of  £r.  Beaumont  State  Conservation- 
ist. The  Ifnnual  banquet  was  held  on  January  9  and  had  as  guest 
His  Excellency  Governor  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  and  as  guest  speaker 
Ralph  ?..  Flanders,  President  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of 
Boston.  The  outstanding  4-H  boy  and  girl  in  t  he  state  this  year 
received  certificates  of  merit  at  the  banquet,  and  the  dirt 
farmer  certificate  was  also  presented.  Three  ribbons  were  awarded 
to  men  who  carried  on  outstanding  soil  conservation  practices. 
In  addition  to  the  main  banquet  the  fruit  growers,  goat  breeders 
and  the  young  farmers  group  also  held  annual  suppers.  A  salon 
show  of  trade  exhibitors  was  held  again  this  year,  although  in- 
dications seem  to  point  to  the  fact  that  the  Union  Agricultural 
Meeting  will  return  to  the  Worcester  Auditorium  next  year  where 
the  old-time  outstanding  exhibitions  of  farm  machinery  and  equip 
ment  can  be  held. 
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The  ^aaaachuaetts  Agricultural  Fa  Ira  Association  meeting  a 

was  hold  in  Boa ton  on  January  23  and  24,  at  which  three  new  rules 

regarding  atate  prize  money  allotments  were  presented  to  the 

Ae3cciat lor  by  the  Commiaaioner  of  Agriculture  for  incorporation 

in  the  Departments  rules  and  rmgulationa  governing  the  allotment 

of  State  prize  money.   These  rules  were  accepted  unanlraoualy  by 

the  Association,  and  are  Hated  herewith: 

#3  Ho  agricultural  society  operating  a  major  fair,  now 
or  hereafter  organized,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
State  prize  money  until  it  shall  have  held  a  fair 
for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  filed  a  financial 
statement  of  fair  on  blank  provided  by  the  Depart- 
ment, and  shall  have  had  fair  inapected  by  a  duly 
authorised  representative  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. When  these  provisions  have  been  complied 
with,  the  agricultural  society  may  thereafter,  upon 
application  as  provided  on  rule  2,  be  included  in  the 
allotment  of  State  prize  money. 

#7  Prize  money  for  premiums  cannot  be  paid  direct  to 
the  organizations  sponsoring  the  fair  or  show,  Prize 
money  will  be  paid  direct  to  the  premium  winner. 

#8  Prizes  for  boys1  and  girls'  exhibits  will  be  paid  only 
to  thoae  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty-one  yeara. 

Members  of  the  Division  attended  the  Massachusetts  AgriQ 
cultural  Fairs  Association  meeting  and  Commissioner  Cole  spoke 
on  the  outlook  of  fairs  for  1946  and  suggested  that  the  keynote 
for  fairs  next  year  be  "Help  Sell  Massachusetts  Agriculture  to 
Iteasachusetts  Consumers".  Talks  by  other  speakers,  including 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  members,  Director  Dodds  of  the 
New  York  State  Fair  and  many  others  were  recorded  and  the  in- 
formation sent  to  all  fairs  throughout  the  State  who  were  unable 
to  attend. 

The  Division  has  iaaued  regularly  the  Monthly  Fairs  Letter, 
containing  information  of  interest  to  all  fair  officials  and 
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other  people  connected  with  fairs.   In  addition  to  general  informa- 
tion the  fairs  letter  this  year  included  suggestions  for  Judging 
at  fairs,  reports  on  the  College  of  Fairs  held  in  California,  new 
regulations  on  fireworks  and  building  limitations  under  thw  Civilian 
Production  Administration,  new  regulations  of  the  repartment  of 
Public  Safety  regarding  buildings,  and  many  other  items  of  vital 
importance  to  out  Massachusetts  fairs. 

In  February,  1946,  the  first  issue  of  the  Agricultural  Calendar 
was  published  by  the  Division,  in  response  to  requests  for  such  a 
service,  t-  provide  information  on  time  and  places  of  agricultural 
meetings  of  3tate-wtde  significance,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
agriculture.  The  Calendar  Is  compiled  from  reports  sent  into  the 
Division  by  farm  associacions,  government  agencies  &nd  others  through- 
out the  State.   It  also  carries  advance  notices  of  meetings,  to  pre- 
vent conflicts  in  the  arrangements  of  future  agricultural  meetings. 
In  addition,  the  Calendar  lists  Legislative  hearings  relating  to 
agriculture,  held  during  the  Legislative  session. 

Premium  lists  of  all  fairs  were  approved  by  ths  Department, 
and  copies  of  final  and  complete  premium  lists  filed.   Lists  of  all 
fairs  held  in  Massachusetts  were  mimeographed  and  distributed  to  the 
radio,  press,  and  others  requesting  this  information. 

In  December,  1945,  the  Department  received  notice  and  irrsaed lately 
notified  all  faria  that  show  battle  were  exempt  from  S.O.F.A.  permits 
All  cattle,  calves  and  hogs  exhibited  In  competition  at  a  recognised 
fair,  show  or  exhibition  were  allowed  to  be  sold  without  regard  to 
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live  hog  ar.d  cattle  celllr;~  prices.  This  13  an  exam: Is  of  the 
many  srrvices  th*  riviilcn  has  pTforzced  during  the  past  year 
cr    supplying   Information  tc   Yass&chusetts    fairs, 

Ar  February  1,    1946  Ioale    J.   Srems  *as   appointed   rir-ctor 
of   the    Division   of   Plant   ^ost   Control  and  Fairs. 

Applications  for  °?tate   ^rize  money  for  next  year  have  been 
received  frmr:  over  170  fairs,   up  to  April  1,    the  closing  date 
for  amplications.      Next  year's   ssssion  provisos   to  be  the  biggest 
year   in  fair  history.  ispscts   arc  brighter   than  they  Lave  been 

in  a  long  time  aid  fairs  both  MLf  and   axoall  are  laak'.nj  plans   now 
for  next  yep,r*<?   shows.      Many  *a5ts  are  planning  to    exp-.nd,    erect 
n*w  buildings,   and   improve  their  .grounds.       •" -apical I ural  and   live- 
stock exhibits   are   expected  to  .  previous   levels,    due  to 
the   expected   tilling  up   of  the  labor   shortage   and  transportation 
faoilitles.      The  path  ahead  la  clear  for  tLe  first   tine  since 
December  1941. 


November  20,    1948 
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July  ia  1345  to  jmp      ,  imc. 

Chapter  497  of  the  ftatterel  £*awa  of  1945  ansndod  chant.- 
94A  to  provide  for  a  full  tins  Chairasn  of  the  ?^ilk  Control  Hoard 
and  bregma  effective  June  fi©f  1345  #  nr*  Frederick  ?•:*  Col©  served 
In  this  capacity  fro»    ^*»t)«r  17,  194£    II  the  a.tpointmeat  of 
the  proaeni  chairman  on  October  4*  1945* 

this  fiscal  year  the  **©at  ««ver#  nilk  shortage  on 
record   :  this  area  began  the  latter  pert      ober,  VMi   . 
lasted  through  February,  1946.  There  was  no  allocation  of  avail* 
able  supplies  profraia  In  effect  aa  dur*   the  short    in  1043, 
with  the  result  that  there  wa&  such  unavenness  in  tha  distribution 
Hsny  staaU  dealers  found  It  particularly  difficult  to  fc+mp   their 
customers  supplied  to  even  a  reasonable  extant* 

One  result  of  tha  shortages  of  supply  <?urinr  tha  past 
years  aad  especially  this  last  year*  was  the  steady  wldmilng  of 
the  R&lk  shad  of  each  of  th*  cities*       aa  reached  a  p.^int 
where  there  is  only  aim   e*.     113k  shod  far  all  o.     mrketing 
areas*  Du       i  short  period  considerable  quantities  of  rnllk 
were  brought  Into  tha  State  fro©  as.  far  wast  eg  tiaconsln  md 
issouri  * 

Tha  raluctanca  of  tha  Office  of  Frloe  Adsrtnlstr ration  to 
establish  unlfora  prices  thr  -  ■.  -*d  a  •avers 

hardship  on  tha  dealara  and  producers  In  jaaay  areas*         -~e 
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of  i't'lc*   \dninisuruLion  c  raided  they  could  ise  the  low- 

prioed  *AiH><ia  unloss  diversion  of  supply  could  bo  proven,     joulers 
were  unwilling  to  allow  any  producers  to  leave  thoir  are*  tax?,  were, 
wef  /Qroed  to  pay  substantial  prsralucia  over  control  prices* 
Ls  was  necessary  in  order  to  stay  in  business  aa  outside  supplies 
vara  alnoat  icirvoasILle  for   -his  type  or  dealer  to  secure* 

Ltchburg  area  euccosdeu  la  t  ottin*;   toRvorary  relief  from  the  of:  Ice 
or  Price  Administration  during  the  sprlac  by  repeated  appeals  to 
*.aahin*?ton  wnd  helpful  loc^l  aewspe;  ublicity. 

..ith  the  end  or  the  f luting  wa-  ,     he  truest  ion  or  cor  tinning 
every*cther*dey  dell v  ry  and  the  other  econcssy  orders  esteblis  ied 
during  the  *ixr  beotj&c  acute.     To  hel     the  industry  to  maintain  the 
economies  affected  and  to  protect  the  producers,  the  Li  vial  on,  with 

a  cooperation  or  the  industry,  conducted  a  series  of  educational 
meetings  In  all  the  principal  saarkets  or  the  State*     The  effect 
aeeoed  to  be  good  as  ell  of  the  ar^mrw  have  rajsained  in  force  with 
nearly  1Q0&  compliance  by  the  dealers.       :  e  public  also  accepted 
the  progrs*  with  a  minim—  of  objection* 

Coopered  with  Tomer  years,   the  Job  of  enforcing  the 
Massachusetts  ULlk  Control  Law  and  the  OX  rlcJUl  Orders  Issued 
under  it 9  has  been  relatively  s liable*    kost  of  the  difficulties 

have  arisen  between  the  Board  and  silk  dealers  over  Crder 
:.o.     -300  have  been  Ironed  out  success  fully.     Current  orders  are 
being  coupiied  with  in  a  very  satisfactory  oannur,     lisst  viojatlocs 
are  ninor  in  character  due  to  error*,  misunderstandings  or  ais- 
interpretations  of  the  provisions  of  ti*e  orders  •    The  intent  of 
adustry  is  apparently  to  comply  with  the  Board's  orders  to 
an  extent  never  before  observed  during  the  life  of  ailk  •antral* 
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This  may  be  because  many  former  violators  »r«  now  out  ci'  business 
or  beceuso  ths  present  dealer  spro^d  is  satisfactory  or  b accuse 
the  industry  has  come  to  accept  3tate  control  an   Just,  f  lr,  and 
impartially  enforced. 

fhe  coat  of  milk  production  survey  was  continued  en  ths 
same  basis  as  outlined  toj  leers  of  ths  ttacsaehu setts  federated 

Dairy  -  soci<;tiona .         at  isf  a  monthly  chock  up  on  at  least  10£ 
of  the  furas  surveyed  originally.     This  fcivos  valuable  currant 
iiiformation  on  actual  form  production  costs  ovu- 
use  at  any  public  hecrint  •     W    possible ,  this  work  should  be  made 
permanent  and  all  of  ths  work  of  corapilinc;  ttM  figures  should  b« 
done  by  the  rivision  of     ilk  Control.     Advisory  Vielp  frost  Professor 
Branch  and  othsrs  of  ths  College  should,  of  course 9  be  continued. 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years,   the  work  of   the  Auditing 
Section  has  stt*  ined  a  satisfactory  position  as  to  the  keeping  of 
audits  on  a  current  basis  •    The  large  amount  of  extra  work  involved 
in  the  re-analysis  of  old  audits  has  been  completed,  thus  clearing 
up  all  the  old  cases  involved  under  ?r6*r  Ho  •  >-300,  rising  the 
Section  an  opportunity  to  catch  up  on  regular  work* 

The  recent  amendment  to  the  stUk  Control  Law  requiring  all 
dealers  to  submit  monthly  reports  of  receipts  and  sales  has  been 
in  effect  for  nearly  a  year.     Official  price  Azmotmosciont  of  pro- 
ducer prices)  based  upon  these  reports  mere  Issued  for  the  first 
market  in  July,  1945  •     All  markets  were  reporting  and  announcements 
Issued  in  October.     Sinoe  that  time  all  dealers  required  to  report 
have  done  so.     Prices  have  been  computed  and  mailed  before  the  legal 
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date  on  the  15th  of  each  ncrtv,    j  v&lue  of  til  publi     n 
of  monthly  producer  prices  is  unquestioned  and  should  prove 
greater  benefit  as  time  goes  on* 

ha   la  the  case  of  the  Audi ting  Section ,  the  esearca 
Section  had  to  casa^lla  statistics  from  the  pr iodic  reports 
received  irom  all  dealers  In  the  casmonweulth  on  a  monthly  basis. 
This  necessitated  enlarging  the  staff  at  the  seme  tin*  carrying: 
on  the  regular  work  or  the  Section.  It  will  take  a  number  of 
months  mere  before  statistical  work  u  sod  upon  uhe  new  amendment 
to  the  control  law  mill  be  on  a  roally  satisfactory  basis  . 


funds  o        the  Division  of  Kilk  Control  are 
r   ceived  from  dolors'  lico.ee  tnms   end  from  assessments  cased  on 
a  rate  fixed  by  the  Hoard  and  the  volume  of  by  the 

first       s  In  Massachusetts*  On  this  basis  the  incogs  xor 
jcal  year  east 


Income  t 

Assessments  $199  •        *17 
cense  6.053.50 

rior  year  refunds 3. 


otal  Incorse  #006.476.17 


Personal       rvieos  $155,933.01 

her  fcapene-  4$,  £00 .68 

serve  Xor  liabilities         4 ,74c .14 

Total    jcr»e:isoa  ,210.327.77 

Ket  Kxpcnso  over  Income  ,- Be 
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I  "log  *'  tj  m     A 

lersonal  Services  Qtiier  >-xp»nffi 

la t ions  $156,080.00  $56,500.00 

Kxpenses  155,965.01  64.644.76 

Balance  t  B96.99  1  1.B6S.94 

During  the   year  tha   Board  developed  *  Procedure    tanual   in  an 
•ffort   to  olarlfy  toe  functioning*  and  in ter-re la tlonehi pa   of  tha 
verlcua  ■eatlana  within  tha  :  iviiion.     fhla  h*a  raaultad  in  a  amah 
smoother  functioning  organisation  and  tha  elimination  of  duplica- 
tion of  efforts. 

As  a  result  of   complaint*   originating  either  within  tha  *>ivi- 
aion  or  from  eoma  person  aggrieved,   tha  enforcement     action  insti- 
tuted 29  special  hearings  before  tlie  Board.     Four  dealers  ware 
brought  into  Court  on  various  crlainal  charges* 

This  section  handled  the  following  delin  ulncles: 

Underpayment  and  arrearages  64 

Liaensaa  and  Aseeeements  391 

Hauling  Agreement a  IS 

»arly  morning  deliTer lea  11 

i  very-otier-day  delivery  5 

Several  special   investigations  were  made,  among  them  an  in- 
vestigation and  study   of  tiie   facta  and  lav  involved  to  determine 
what  Federal  property  waa  ceded  or  leaaad  witHln  fchaj  Commonwealth, 
in  order  to  determine  what  milk  sales  were  exempt  from  assessment 
c: large a.     **n  investigation  waa  made  of  cooperatives  in  milk  dis- 
tribution,    a  search  of  Jtatc  records  and  a  study  of  tha   law   involved 
was   completed  and  a  memorandum  filed  with  the   director. 
SECTION  I 
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During  the  yetr  this  auction  compiled  and  announced  the 
»elghted  Average  Cream  Prices  weekly,  sewi -monthly  and  Monthly* 
Current  Dpiry  statistics  were  taade  up  and  ssnt  out  weekly.  Sev- 
eral special  studies  were  msde  and  statistical  data  prepared  as 
follows! 

1.  On  per  osplte  consumption  in  various  Jassaohuset  s 
markets  and  dealer  spread  in  several  eastern  markets* 


2*  Tables  were  prepared  on  production  costs  and  costs  of 
hay*  wages,  etc*  covering  a  period  of  several  years* 

5*     A  state-wide   study  of  the  production*   purcheses   end 
sales  of  producer  dealers  and  producer  distributors* 

4*     Statistics  covering  Areas  Mew   IB*  le,   £A,  SB,  4,  7A, 

and  7B  were  made  up  with  respect  to  diversion  of  supply 
waleh  were  presented  to  the  Office  of  Price  Adalnlstrs- 
tlon* 

5.  A  study  of  the  Worcester  und  Springfield  markets  was 
made  showing  comparison  of  producer  dally  deliveries 
for  five  years  for  the  months  of  June  snd  November* 

kILK  RBCvRDS    XKbPECTIOH   ttRCtlOUt    f  **&*Tt&*9  «ff|««    $*    XtMrt   mi   * 
The  number  of  audlte  checked  and  calculated  was   1229.     This 
entsiled  the  making  of  2867  calle*     As  s  result   of   these  audits, 
a  total  of  $16,428*18  in  underpayments  and  $15,459*50  in  arrear- 
ages were  made  up  to  producers*     At  the  end  of   the  year  the  out- 
standing underpayments  to  producers  and  arrearages  were  the 
smallest  in  the     1  story  of  the  Division  of  -ijlk  Control* 
aUTTUiPAl    TeSTI  *tQ  aKCTIOMl        tfreetwV  »f   Milk   0©   kr*&    t*  **ts '"  • 

During  this  year  producers  composite  samples  of  silk  tested 
for  their  butterfat  o on tent  totalled  2298,   and  producers  daily 
samples  of  milk  tested  were  £358.     Nine  nerd  composite  samples 
were  made  and  49   individual  cows  milk  tested*     The  total  number 
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of  buttorf't  sfinpXott  tested  durln/*  the  yeur  was  5654*     Violations 
were  nlnor  and  1*         '.y  *s  *  re  wait  e>f  carelessness  or  Tjressure 
ef  business.     Tn  all  eases  fctwry  were  prewptly  corrected  by  the 
dealer a   i-Yolvad. 

0   A33SSS*  rT3l 


reae  waa  made   in  cleaning  up  the  old  assessment  ts 

for  which  the  Board  haa  been  criticised. 

B  each  of  thaae  audita   there  are  items  of  disputed  liabillt 
ariain&f  for  the  moat  part,  out  of  a  eituation  wi.ere   the  acye  milk 
I  as  been  handled  by  more  than  one  of  the  deulara  concerned,  and  dis- 

; a  haa  arlaen  between  both  deal era   &sri  the   Board  aa  to  which  dealer 
la  wider  the  statute  liable   for  payment  of  the  assessment. 

The  old   audita  shoving  o  a  accrued  prior  to  the  re- 

vision of  the  rllk  Control  Law  on  ilovoabar  30,  104lt  wore  for  the 
moat  rart,  referred  to  the  Attorn*:'  ral*s  office  in  1944 

subject  of  court  actiona  entered  by  the  Attorney  General *a  office 
in  March ,  1045 .     Two  smaller  actios*    la  thia  category  were  begun 
in  Bmfeg  1346. 

Thaae  caaea  In  which  suit  ia  pend         were  reached  for  pre- 
liminary Imaging  in  the  pre-trial  session  JUS'liif  June,  1946 ,  and 
were  then  aent  to  the  Jury-waived  seasion  for  fa*  r         :m  the  ques- 
tion of  the  authority  of  Has   : irector  of  &ilk  Control  to  maintain 
suit,     Thia  Issue  was  preeentod  to  the  Court  on  June  25,  1>46.     (?1 

Ige  on  July  16  notified  the  Attorney    >e»eral*a  office  |        :s 
deciaion  sustaining  the  authority  of  the  director  to  maintain  the 
actions.) 

Under payaenta  of  aa-essaents  shown  by  audits  for  periods 
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*Inc©   Lsceasbcr  1,   1941  have  been  the  subject  of  K*arl  ,8  be  or* 
the  Board ,   find  have  by  this  da  to    (  ber      ,   1J46)   all,   with  tho 

exception  of  onef  boon  satis fact         ty  disposed  of,   either    >y  pay- 
ment  In  full  of   the  amount    fcu:.d  tc  be  due#  or  by  sionthl? 
of  Ins  alloenta  under  order  by  the  Board  .     in  the  ease  of  the  one 
except! on#  points  raised  by  the  dealer  are  etill  bet;  >d 

by  the  £oerd«a  auditors  .     This  was  ^rorlnjt  to  be  a  difficult   natt  rt 
booause  t\&  can  who  made   the   ori  i  ■  1     uclt  is  no  longer  with  the 
Division.       t  tils  j;rcup  of  old  audits  &34#355«71  tmm  bt  ollcctod 

In  cash,  with  such  balance*  &&  aro  due   ti  .<*   Start*  so  scheduled   I 
they  will  be  liquidated  before  the  end  of  this   -lacal  y        . 
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1345 
nri        the  calendar  year   of  1945  (the  active  apiary  Inspection 
period  is   seasonal)   being  approximately  fron     ay  1  to  r)i 

beeke         \$  continued  under  war-ti  >e  handicap  as  outlined  in   the 
report  f->r   1944.     Lack  of  experienced  apiary  inspectors  affor 

*  ainisftun  available  to  the  Department,     as  in  previous  war  years, 
there  was  a  noticeable,    popular  interest  in  beekeeping.        irson* 
who  never  before  kept  bees  commenced  with  a   few  colonies,    *ith  a 
result  that  there  is  a   continued  influx  of  new  beekeepers  in 
acYusetts.     Doubtless  this  was  an  effort   to  ■        mt   the  ration  of 
scarce,   cane   su,~ar.     w  *dist3,   continuing  to  feel   the   shortage 
in  their  requirements  oV  colony  bees  to  pollinate  and  set  their 
fruit  crors,   have  been  enlarging   their  apiaries,    la   sorse  cases 
with  notable  success.     Act!   itv   in  beekeeping  in  Massachusetts 

•  ears  to  be  at  an  all   tine  high. 

h  the  accelerated  interests  in  beekeeping  and  the  rather  ex- 
cessive demand  for  bees,   those  needing  packaged  bees  tram  the 

:th  for  the  purpose  of  starting  new  colonies  or  stimulating 
over-wintered  colonics,    fo-md  it  difficult  to  procure   the  stock. 
The  jftwiiftfl  was  in  excess  of  the   southern  «.../•     It  ^as  nee         ry 
to  book  orders  months  in  advance. 

^keeping  equip  sent   such  as  hive   fixtures  &nd        l  -vials  have  he®n 
sost  difficult  to  obtain.     Caused  hy  the  shortage  of  certain  materials, 

re  equipsent  has  necessarily  been  modified,   resulting   in  a  Tear- 


which  is    .uita   t<.         I  ary  ?^nd  must  bo  r^-ec3iipped  1  ,         ider 

these    lif ficulties,   old,   used  eoui  .3  been  br  it   of 

attics  and  storii'e   places  to  be  pressed  into  U3c.     This  has  been 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  colonies,   In  so^e   instances  resulti; 
in  an  infection  of  the  c        ales,    because   the  disused  ec         :ent 
had  fonder  ly  been  associated  with  the  diseased  colonies  of  bees* 
kn  Instance   is   pronounced,     one  osetts  beekeeper,    in  need 

of  combs  on  which  to  put  *  If  bees,      ;xches«d  a  considerable   sop.  ly 
in  Rew  York  State.     These  were  presvuaed  to  be  disease-free  when 
used  among  his  twenty  or  nor*  colonies.     Apparently  he  acquired 
aaerican   foulbrood  in  each  colony. 

The  limited  inspection  has   shown  that  bee  diseases  in  soa» 
localities,   where  little  or  no  inspection  has  been  possible   for 
several  years,   has  been  gaining  a   foothold,   and  probably  has  been 

reading.     As  soon  as  circumstances      t  It,  a   statewide,   system  tic 
inspection  M»wa  Imperative.     Trior  to  the  war  bee  diseases  in  most 
ts  of  Massachusetts  were  satisfactorily  under  control,      I    ilsr 

itrol  mist  be  acquired  again.     To  this  end  plans  should  be  for- 
imilated  and  funds  procured  that  at  least  a  beginning  can  be     fede 
in  1946 • 

k  survey  of  the  area  of  the  "tate  where  apiary  inspection  has  been 
accomplished  with  apparent  satisfaction  during   the  season  of  1945, 
reveals  that  the  situation  has  h&en  well  cohered  from  the  lew  York 
State  line  east  to  a  north  and  south   line  through  'Worcester,     k 
Halted  area  north  and  west  of  Boston  has  also  been  inspected. 
Store  than  one-half  of  the  State  has  been  without  any  apiary  in- 
spection,  due  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  funds   to  enable  this  and 


• 


9   scarcity  of  capable  Inspectors.  ev.rf    with   United 

facilities  and  under  war   difficulties,    1,26*   calls  were    mde 
by  the   four   part  ti  «   inspectors.     This  work  was  confined  to 

ismtely  100  cities  and  towns. 
Consistent  with  the  Department's   policy,    this  ar«a  rill  be  ?sain- 
tained  unci^r   inspection  on  the  basis  of  reaching  each  beeke^     r 
at  least  once   in   three  years  (the  ~cre  argent  cases  where  disease 
rersists  are  ranched  annually  until  the  disease  is  abated).         e 
anticipated  expansion  of  apiary  inspection,   when  U-e      •    ently 
needed  funds  and  personnel  are  available,   should  rer^it  similar 
inspection  throughout   the  State  on   the  bssis  of  a  tloree  year 
cycle . 

The  bee  disease  which  beekeepers  combat,   continues  to  be  the 
persistent,    treacherous  American  foulbrood,   so  difficult  to 
eliminate  In  any  apiary.     It  Is  of  bacterial  origin  resistln 
all       rial  seans  of  killing  by  common  antiseptic  nsearis.     About 
t   e  surest  my   to  eliminate  the  disease  is  by  burning   the  infect!  :x 
■materials.     The  bacillus  is  known  to  live  in  the  spore  stage  for 
years.     Diseased,    stored  combs  me&  thus  perpetuate  the  disease 
for  many  years  in  storage.  is  accounts  for  the  appearance  of 

the  disease  at  times  when  stored  equipment  Is  resurrected  and 
pressed  Into  use. 


.     :MEC 
October  2Zt   1946 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
BONDING  SECTION 
Year  Ending  June  30,1946 

This  is  the  fourteenth  annual  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  Bonding  Law  -  Chapter  94  of  the  General  Laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  -  Sections  42A  to  K  inclusive. 

Significant  statistics  follow  which  trace  the  activity 
of  this  section  for  the  past  year: 

1.  Bonds  held  on  July  1,  1945  $939,463.00 

"     "     "   "    1,  1946  981,914.00 

Net  Increase  42,451.00 

2.  License  applications  received  to  July  1,1945   547 

n        "  »     •   •   1,1946   587 

Net  increase  40 

3.  Total  bonds  received  from  July  1,1945  to 

July  1,  1946  $472,834.00 
Total  bonds  returned  from  July  1,1945 

to  July  1,1946  433,827.00 

Total  transactions  §5906,661.00 

4.  Pieces  of  collateral  handled: 

251  transactions  with  State  Treasurer 
122  Surety  Bonds 
50  Miscellaneous  group  (mortgages  etc.) 

5.  Diversification  of  calls  by  Junior  Investigator: 

126  Dealers 

5  Lawyers 
10  Insurance  Companies 

3  Market  Administrator^  offices 
17  Producers 

2  Health  Inspectors 

6.  Bonds  foreclosed 

None 

7.  Hearings  and  conferences 

5  Formal  hearings 
125  Conferences  with  dealers 

25  reunderpayments  or  arrears 
100  reinterpretation  of  law  -orders  accounting 
principles 


1    •£(£    ■ 

-  mm       -    id  f  ft*W4MVc  • 


* 


•d  «teo8 


b0Tlft»«i  zbmoti  I**o? 


. 


l;!.)ffCC  -•?-'. 


•  h 


Ll8*I«V  «3 


Mi    ttl 


of»ot  »o    bus  «$■***•! 

I     8© 

mm.  91   d8 


-2- 


8.  Bonds  returned 

40  dealers  -  totaling  .i  21,845.00  collateral 
3   n         "         8,500.00  Surety  Bonds 

9,  Comparison  of  changes  in  types  of  Bonds: 

7-1-1942     7-1-1946     INCREASE 

Surety  Bonds   239,558.00  343,070.00  103,512.00 
Cash  or  Fquiva- 

lent        424,153.67  575,966.00   151,807.33 

15,175.00  62,873. 00»(  32,297.00  \ 

Mortgages      75  3,391.67  981,914-00   223,022.33 

♦Decrease 
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COMMFNTS  ON  TW    STATISTICAL  FIGURES 


Re  Category  1. 


A  net  Increase  of  #42,451,00  resulted  in  total 
bond  amounts  because  of  a  better  net  price  paid 
to  producers  on  a  decreased  volume. 


Re  Category  2 


An  increase  of  40  applications  over  a  year  ago 
is  the  result  of  dealers  buying  who  were  not  buy- 
ing Massachusetts  milk  prior  to  this  time.   The 
trend  is  towards  a  wider  distribution  of  milk 
thru  dealers  for  Massachusetts  producers. 


Re  Category  3  and  4. 


Volume  of  paper  work  remained  fairly  constant. 
The  flow  of  collateral  to  and  from  banks  and 
insurance  companies  increased  slightly. 


Re  Category  5. 


The  volume  of  calls  by  the  Junior  investigator 
was  limited  by  transportation  difficulties.  A 
car  was  assigned  to  the  division  for  15  weeks 
out  of  the  entire  year.  The  use  of  the  mails 
and  trains  supplemented  the  visits,  but  such 
substitution  for  necessary  visual  contacts  is 
not  satisfactory. 


Re  Category  6. 


Payments  by  dealers  to  farmers  were  made  without 
need  of  foreclosure  on  any  bonds.  This  trend 
follows  the  statistics  of  business  failures  for 
the  period  in  question. 


Re  Category  7. 


Five  formal  hearings  were  held  as  authorized  by 
law.  The  presentation  of  the  facts  at  these 
hearings  clarified  the  position  of  the  dealer  re- 
garding the  alleged  violations  of  the  law  and  co- 
operation with  the  law  was  secured. 
125  conferences  were  held  with  dealers.   Of  these 
25  dealers  were  allegedly  underpaid.  Where  sub- 
stantiated underpayments  were  made  up.   In  all 
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Re  Category  7.  (continued) 


other   cases,    complete  records   cleared  up   the 
charges,      100  conferences  were  held  on  many 
matters   relating   to  bonding.      These   subjects 
ranged  from  financial   set-up  to  the  procurement 
of  milk. 


Re  Category  8. 


43  dealers  sold  out  during  the  year  and  had  their 
bonds  cancelled  or  returned.  These  cases  require 
the  usual  final  audits  and  farmer  statements.  The 
amount  involved  was  small  in  comparison  to  the 
total  bonds  on  hand  (less  than  7>%.  The  number  of 
dealers  involved  was  better  than  7%).  The  reasons 
for  selling  were  mixed.  The  majority  had  planned 
retiring  from  the  business  and  attractive  offers 
were  made  to  them. 


Re  Category  9 


The  significant  factor  in  the  type  of  bond  filed 
is  the  decrease  of  $32,297.00  in  mortgages  while 
the  net  increase  in  total  bonds  since  the  out- 
break of  the  war  is  | 22 3, 022.   Approximately  94# 
of  the  bonds  are  either  surety  bonds  or  notes 
secured  by  cash  or  other  readily  convertible 
security.   The  tax  valuation  of  the  mortgaged  pro- 
perty is  more  than  double  the  amount  of  mortgage. 
The  largest  martgage  is  £10,000.   The  average 
mortgage  is  less  than  #3,000.   Tax  payments  have 
been  checked,  also  fire  insurance  policies  have 
been  checked  and  renewed. 
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COMMFNT  ON  WWHAl   SITUATION  AS  IT  AFFECT"  BONDING 

The  end  of  OFa  came  on  July  1,  1946.  *  enactment 
this  law  was  In  debate  In  the  Congress  as  of  this  date. 

Class  11  price  during  the  year  was  maintained  at  a 
high  level  due  to  the  unprecedented  demand  Tor  fluid  milk 
leaving  a  short  supply  for  Cl*»tf  11  use. 

The  return  of  military  forces  to  civilian  life  made 
itself  felt  in  the  consumption  of  fluid  milk.  These  re- 
turned soldiers  and  sailors  have  been  hungry  for  milk. 

Despite  the  hue  and  cry  of  shortage  of  milk,  pro- 
duction has  been  maintained  at  high  levels.  Increased 
consumption  has  tNMB  the  cause  of  the  shortage. 

Grain  for  feed  for  cattle  was  in  short  supply  In 
the  Spring  of  1946.   Shipments  of  grain  to  foreign  countries 
was  necessary  and  these  shipments  were  diverted  from  ordinary 
consumption. 

Weather  conditions  were  better  than  normal  for  the 
growing  season. 

Strike*  were  not  as  prevalent  in  Massachusetts  as 
In  other  states  of  the  Union.   Nevertheless  several  strikes 
affected  thousands  of  workers.  The  General  Electric  strike 
affected  the  city  of  Pittsfield  because  the  General  Electric 
plant  in  that  city  employs  the  majority  of  the  workers.  The 
strike  did  not  appro iably  disrupt  the  normal  flow  of  milk, 
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altho  plans  were  in  the  blueprint  stage  to  help  the 
Massachusetts  producers  supplying  milk  to  the  city. 
This  division  matched  the  development  of  the  situa- 
tion and  the  strike  was  settled  before  serious  pro- 
blems arose. 

All  cases  coming  to  our  attention  during  the 
year  were  settled  or  are  in  the  process  of  settlement. 


James  H.  Collins 
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>Year  Ending  June    30.   19^6 
The  Massachusetts  Legislature  passed  a  law  in  1945  providing  for 
the   establishment   and  temporary   maintenance  in  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  of   the  Farm  i id  bureau  for  the   benefit   of  certain  war 
veterans.     It  was  further  provided  that   the  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
cooperation  with  the  Extension  Service  of   the  Massachusetts  btate 
College  would  advise  and  assist  war  veterans  desirous  of  engaging  in 
farming.     This  watte  was  started  in  1945  and  many  veterans  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boston  have  talcen  cidvanta&e  of  the  facilities  at   the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Agriculture  in  making  a  decision  relative  to  rehabilitation 
in  fauaing.     The  Department   has  Divisions  of  Marketing,   Dairying  and 
Animal  Husbandry,   Plant  Peat  Control  and  Fairs,   and  specialist©  employed 
by  the  Department   whose  advice  is  available  in  conferences  to  veterans 
desirous  of  taking  advantage  of  this  opportunity.     The  W&m  Aid  Bureau 
has  coordinated  its  activities  with  the  Veterans  Adialnl station  and  other 
Federal  agencies  that  are  now  providing  agricultural  training  and  educa- 
tion.    Very   close  contact   has   been  maintained  with  the   county  agricul- 
tural agencies  throughout  the  State  in  an  effort  to  give  the  veteran 
the   best  information  available   regarding  agriculture  in  each  one  of  our 
farming   communities*     Ivery  community  has  a  rehabilitation  committee 
composed  of  public  spirited  citizens  who  are  anxious  to  aid  the  veteran 
in  a  successful  agricultural  project.     These  men  and  women  have   been 
very  helpful  in  dealing  with  the  veteran's  problems. 

It  is  apparent  that  Massachusetts  has  excellent   farming  opportunities 
and  there  is  a  need  for  qualified  farmers  throughout  the  State*      We  have 
excellent  markets  and  every   farm  has  a  profitable  outlet   for  farm 
products  within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles.     It  has  been  impressed  upon  all 
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veterans   contacting  the  Farm  Aid  Bureau  that  farming  today  requires  a 
keen  mind,    strong  body,   plenty  of  initiative  and  peree    jt  ace.     The 
Vetera  must   be    tualified  in  order  to   succeed  and  must   have  a  working 
knowledge  of   the   branch  of  farming  which  he   has   chosen  for  his  life  worlc. 
Most  of  the  veterans  hav^   oeen  anxious   to  obtain  further  education  in 
agricultural   subjects   oefore   settling  down  on  s  farm,  and  practical  courses 
have  oeen   recommended  to  them  at  Stocicbridge  School,   State  College,   in 
Amherst,    county  agricultural  schools  and  agricultural  departments  in 
selected  high   schools. 

Most   veterans  interviewed  by  the  farm  Aid  Bureau  have  indicated  a 
preference  for  school  training   before  engaging  in  the  practical  phases 
of  agriculture.     The  Stodcbrid^e  School  of  Agriculture  at  Amherst   has 
accepted  the  greatest  number  of  farmer  veterans,    and  the  county  f-^ri- 
eultural   schools  and  high  school  departments  have  cooperated  fully   in 
adjusting  their  schedules  and  curricula  to  meet  the  needs  of  local 
veterans. 

Five  thousand  circulars  were  distributed  to  the  local  rehabilitation 
centers  in  the  Commonwealth,   the  County  Extension  Services  and  agricultural 
departments   in  high  schools,   indicating  the  assistance  that   the  Fans  Aid 
Bureau  could  give  to   veterans  desiring  to   engage  in  farming.     A  special 
exhibit  was  shown  at   the  194-6  Union  Agricultural  Meeting  in  Worcester 
and  hundreds  of  recently   discharged  veterans     requested  information  and 
guidance  on  agricultural  rehabilitation. 

Visits  to  service  centers  in  our  principal  cities  and  tcv,ns   have 
oeea  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  about   veterans  who  have 
indicated  a  preference   for  agri cult ural  training.     Questionnaires  have 
been  sent  cut   to  local   communities   for  information  about  veterans  who   have 

returned     and   started  to  work  on  their  own  farm,      the  parents1    farm  or 
•ttployment  on  local  farms. 
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and  many  ^ualiried  veterans  could  obtain  employment  if  available.   It 
would  appear  from  many  conferences  with  the  cx-servioe  men  interested  in 
agriculture  as  a  vocation  that  most  veterans  do  not  consider  ordinary 
employment  on  a  farm  offers  a  very  attractive  or  prof it tele  future.  It 
ia  possible  that  some  of  the  veterans  now  at  schools  and  co^le^es  vdll 
accept  employment  opportunities  upon  completion  of  institutional  training. 

One  of  our  Important  duties  relates  to  frequent  contacts  *ith  the 
War  Assets  Administration  on  questions  of  trucks  and  other  farm  equipment 
that  is  available  to  veterans.  It  has  been  difficult  to  obtain  prompt 
service  in  certain  cases,  due  to  a  large  list  of  established  priorities. 
*e  have  received,  however,  very  satisfactory  cooperation  from  this  office. 

The  Farm  Security  Administration,  -Federal  Land ■  Banic  and  #arm   Credit 
Administration  have  been  contacted  relative  to  such  assistance  as  their 
respective  offices  could  give  to  worthy  veterans  who  desired  to  make  ua* 
of  their  facilities  in  obtaining  a  real  estate  loan  or  wording  capital 
for  a  farm  project.  In  all  cases  it  would  appear  that  these  agencies 
are  anxious  to  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  veteran  engaged  in 
farming. 
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ANNUAL  R£PORT 

STATE  RECLAMATION  BOaRD 

Year  Ending  June  30,  1946 


During  the  1945-1946  State  fiscal  year  the  Reclamation  Board 
continued  its  activities,  the  bulk  of  which  constituted  mosquito 
control  as  provided  for  by  Chapter  252  of  the  General  Laws  and 
Chapter  112  of  the  Acts  of  1931.   There  were  eleven  active  projects, 
five  of  which  were  maintenance  projects  originated  by  Section  4 
of  Chapter  112  of  the  Acts  of  1931.   The  fifty-one  seacoast  com- 
munities which  received  financial  assistance  from  the  State  emergen- 
cy appropriations  of  1931,  1932  and  1933  for  marsh  ditching  are 
grouped  to  form  five  maintenance  projects.  The  cities  and  towns 
included  in  these  five  projects  were  assessed  a  total  of  $26,475 
for  the  maintenance  of  approximately  9,200  miles  of  ditches  lo- 
cated within  their  municipal  limits. 

In  addition,  there  are  two  projects  initiated  by  legislative 
acts.   The  first,  designated  as  ttThe  Cape  Cod  Mosquito  Control 
Project",  was  authorized  by  Chapter  379  of  the  Acts  of  1930. 
This  project  has  been  in  continuous  operation  for  the  past  sixteen 
years.   Its  original  purpose  was  the  abatement  of  the  salt  marsh 
mosquito  nuisance.   However,  in  recent  years  operations  have  been 
extended  to  include  the  control  of  fresh  water  mosquito  forms. 
During  the  past  year  the  project  was  badly  handicapped  by  the 
high  cost  and  scarcity  of  labor.   [here  was  also  the  difficulty 
of  acquiring  the  necessary  equipment.   In  spite  of  these  diffi- 
culties, both  the  8 alt  marsh  and  fresh  water  work  was  carried  on 
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with  reasonable  effectiveness  at  an  expenditure  of  ol,4&4.01 
for  the  fiscal  year.   The  second  project  in  this  category,  desig- 
nated as  "The  Berkshire  Mosquito  Control  Project n   and  created  by 
Chapter  456  of  the  Acts  of  1945,  differs  from  the  first  in  that 
its  entire  function  deals  with  fresh  water  mosquito  control. 
The  project  includes  the  thirty- two  cities  and  towns  of  Berkshire 
County.   Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  State  appropriates 
annually  an  amount  equal  to  thirty-five  cents  on  each  thousand 
dollars  of  taxable  valuation  and  assesses  that  amount  back  on  the 
communities  comprising  the  County.   The  project  was  organized 
during  the  latter  part  of  1945  but  did  not  activate  actual  field 
control  operations  until  the  beginning  of  the  1946  breeding  season* 
Operations  were  confined  to  oiling  and  use  of  other  temporary 
controls  in  an  effort  to  acquire  Immediate  results.  As  the 
project  continues,  permanent  controls  such  as  ditches,  daiaa  and 
culverts  will  be  installed  as  rapidly  as  time  and  funds  permit. 
The  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  totalled  * 19*807 .42. 

There  are  four  active  projects  which  were  created  under 
the  General  Laws.   The  largest,  or  group  project,  was  a  suc- 
cessor to  the  old  Cambrid^e-Belmont-Watertown  project.   The  new 
project  designated  as  The  East  Middlesex  Project"  including 
Cambridge,  Belmont,  Watertown,  Waltharo  and  Arlington  was  created 
on  April  5,  1945.   The  project  went  into  operation  immediately 
and  the  expenditure  for  the  fiscal  year  totalled  |24, 816,80. 
The  three  towns  of  Nantucket,  Lincoln  and  Keston  have  individual 
town  projects.   The  Nantucket  Project  is  the  oldest  and  operates 
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on  a  trust  fund  set  up  by  the  Town   The  Weston  Project  Is  of 

recent  origin  and  was  created  following  a  mosquito  survey  of 

v-eston  by  the  Reclamation  Board  in  1945* 

An  investigation  of  the  mosquito  nuisance  in  the  Charles 

» 
River  Valley  and  Jennings  Pond  in  the  easterly  part  of  Natick 

was  authorized  by  Chapter  55  of  the  Resolves  of  1945,   The  resolve 

provided  that  the  study  be  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of 

the  Department  of  Health  and  the  State  Reclamation  Board  acting 

as  a  joint  board.   The  special  report,  H-No.  1439  submitted  to 

the  General  Court  December  5,  1945,  outlined  the  Improvements  / 

1 

necessary  for  alleviation  of  the  mosquito  nuisance  in  these  areas* 

Because  of  complications  of  legislation  necessary  in  carrying  out 
the  proposed  improvements  and  because  of  possible  involvement  of 
the  Metropolitan  District  Cojffiaission,  the  Joint  Board  did  not 
recommend  a  project  for  these  areas  at  the  present  time. 

During  the  Legislative  session  of  1946  a  resolve  was  enacted 
authorizing  an  investigation  of  the  Greenhead  fly  nuisance  in  the 
tidal  areas  of  the  cities  of  Newburyport  and  Gloucester  and  the 
towns  of  Salisbury,  Newbury,  Rowley,  Ipswich  and  Essex  in  northern 
Essex  County*  Chapter  58  of  the  Resolves  of  1946  stipulated  that 
the  Greenhead  study  should  be  directed  by  a  joint  board  consisting 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Health  and  the  State  Reclamation  Board, 
The  resolve  was  approved  June  10,  1946  and  an  appropriation  of 
$5,000  was  made  to  finance  the  investigation  over  two  breeding 
seasons.   No  actual  field  Investigations  were  carried  on  during 
the  fiscal  year  covered  by  this  report. 
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The  Redaction  Board,  during  the  past  /ear,  has  been  the 
recipient  of  many  requests  for  surveys  of  mosquito  breeding  con- 
ditions from  numerous  communities  of  the  Commonwealth*  With  the 
present  small  field  force,  it  has  been  difficult  to  respond  prompt- 
ly to  all  of  the  requests.   However,  it  is  hoped  that  during  the 
coming  summer  months  all  surveys  will  be  completed  and  all  com- 
munities, submitting  requests  for  assistance,  will  be  adequately 
served.   The  expenses  of  the  Reclamation  Board  for  supervising 
the  various  projects  and  responding  to  requests  for  surveys  and 
advice  on  mosquito  control  totalled  £10, 230, 31. 
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STATISTICAL  STJMMAK*  1545-1946 


: Reclaimed! Cleaned 
Pitching  pitching 
In    t  In 
Peet   ;  Feot 


tCounty 
{Projects 


Oil 

In 

Gallons 


Brushing  iDItchinp; 

In   :   in 

Acres  :  Feet 


Fiscal 
Year 
Expenditures 


{Cape  Cod 


8.953 


21 


10.135 


19.400  l  534.500 


>35.  521.10 


{Berkshire 


6,910 


2.310 


2.600 


1.885 


19,807.42 


J 


j City  and 
t     Town 
{Projects 
t 


12.445 


22,000  :  536.185 

wiirimia  \m  m  mum  i  ■ 


:     East 
j  Middlesex 


6.582 


9.052 


t 
52.420    l    11.115 


,,24,816.80 


I 

I  Nantucket 


1,926.53 


j Lincoln 


: 

: 


450.55 


: 

: Weston 


32.78 
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Mainte- 
nance 


Projects 


4~ 


: North 
j  Shore 


0.689. 6Q0i 


&  5.810.00 


i South 
s Shore 


604 


{5.265.040 

lwfa.i..liWm«'*i|i-»».    ■  « 


15.050.00 


iBristol- 
:  South 
{Plymouth 


ikartha f  s 
{Vineyard 


720 


t 
t 

%,774,Q3Q 


?«£7frt,s).Q. 


:    237.600 


440.00 


{Nantuckst: 


264.000 


700.00 


ATotals 


1.324 


ih  228.520 


,27.275.00 


{Grand 
jTotals 


23.769$ 


21.497 


74.420    & 775. 620 

vtwi'irt'  i.  iiTni.  ..)■  i* anil.1. iifMifr ,i.tii i, 'a 


,109.809.96 


(1)  Field  operations  activated  In  Spring  of  1946. 

one- third  of  appropriations  utilized  for  pure 


ppr ox imately 
ase  of  equip- 


ment. 

(2)  East    middles 

Lexington, 

(3)  New  project: 

(4)  Maintenance 

under  Sec. 


ex  includes:  Arlington,  Belmont,  Cambridge, 

alt ham  and  Wat or town. 

no  data  accumulated  30  June  1946. 

Projects  organized  to  maintain  ditches  Installed 
4,  Chap.  112  of  the  Acts  of  1931. 
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THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


63  o. 
3 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  128  of  the  General 
Laws,  I  am  filing  herewith  the  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  period  from  July  1,  1955  to  June  30,  1956. 

Respectfully  ^submitted, 

X  /fry    W^^ 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture 

DEPARTMENT  ORGANIZATION 
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Kendall  Crocker,  Ashby 
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tate  Soil  Conservation  Committee: 

L.  Roy  Hawes,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  -  Chairman  (ex  officio) 

James  W.  Dayton,  Director  of  Extension  Service  "  " 

Dale  H.  Sieling,  Director  of  Experiment  Station  M  ■ 
Herbert  Holmes,  West  Bridgewater        Term  expires,  June,  1957 

Everett  L.  Martin,  Cheshire             "      *  "  1958 

Robert  E.  Stuart,  Littleton             M      *  M  1959 

Henry  Renouf,  Belchertown              •      •  «  1960 

FOREWORD 

The  importance  of  the  poultry  industry  in  the  Commonwealth  was 
recognized  by  the  1956  General  Court  when  they  upgraded  the  position 
of  Supervising  Poultry  and  Egg  Inspector  to  Director  of  Poultry.  This 
change  in  classification  had  been  endorsed  and  sponsored  by  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.   It  is  planned  that  Julius  Kroeck  who  has  served  as 
Supervising  Poultry  and  Egg  Inspector  will  be  named  Director  of  Poultry 
and  that  the  poultry  inspection  which  has  been  done  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Division  of  Dairying  and  Animal  Husbandry  and  the  egg 
inspection  work  which  has  heretofore  been  a  responsibility  of  the 
Division  of  Markets  will  be  combined  in  the  new  division  of  poultry. 
These  changes  are  effective  as  of  July  1,  1956. 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  reports  of  the  several  division  heads  that 
increased  emphasis  has  been  placed  upon  publicity  and  public  relations 
as  well  as  promotion.  Our  system  of  marketing  is  undergoing  a  rapid 
change,  and  we  must  be  sensitive  to  this  transition  if  the  producers 
of  the  several  commodities  are  to  retain  their  share  of  the  market. 
We  would  especially  call  attention  to  the  joint  effort  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  dairy  industry  of  New  England  in  promoting  the  June  Dairy 
Festival  in  the  ball  park  on  Boston  Common.  This  first  year*s 
activity  was  so  successful  that  an  expanded  program  is  in  the  making 
for  another  year. 


• 
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It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  number  of  farm  enterprises  in 
the  Commonwealth  is  steadily  decreasing,  but  in  almost  every  instance 
the  number  of  animals  or  the  amount  of  the  commodity  is  at  least 
holding  its  own  or  increasing.  As  urban  development  uses  up  good  farm 
land  adjacent  to  the  cities,  agricultural  production  is  pushed  farther 
away;  but  the  fact  that  the  farmers  who  do  stay  in  business  increase 
the  size  of  their  operation  is  a  healthy  economic  situation.  We  are 
convinced  that  there  will  always  be  a  place  in  Massachusetts  for 
production  of  the  so-called  protective  foods. 

**************** 


.     i  U  .1, T 

ftlVIBIQl J ■' j t  _____       HY 

Aubrey  V.    ,ordent   Director 
July  1|    1955  through  June  30,    1956 

The  activities  of  the  Division  of  D   I*] ■  ing  and  Animal  Husbandry 
have  be^n  c  rrled  on  in  conforrilxy  with  the    lireetives  of  the  General 
Lavs.  t     -rization  of  these  duties  which  are     erf  or         by  the  Divi- 

sion of  Dairying  and  1  Husbandry  are   set  forth  in  the   fol        ^ng 

ch    t  rs  of  our  General  Laws: 

Milk  Regulation    >o*  rd  General  Laws,    Ch*p,    6,   as  most  recently  amended 

Divlsi  >n  of  Dairying  and 

An  afl  >  ndry  *  M  H        20,    «  «  »  «• 

Collection  of  Xi.Us.  Saaplea 

for  M   Stltla  Control  »  ■  «        75,    «  "  «  " 

Dairy     arm  and  Plant  In- 
action «  «  M        9^,    ■  »  « 
Duties  of  Division  of  Dairy- 

ln  imal  'usbandry  M  H  H      126,    ■  «  *  h 

die   th«   total  number  of  dairy  aerds  within  the   state  nas  shown  a 
deer  rare  due  to   the  effect  of  rural  develo prints  of  housi;   f     ■rojecte, 
the  total  production  does  not  seem  to  show  any  appreciable  loss.     This 
may  be  attributed   to  the   splendid   service  rendered  our  dairymen  through 
the  co .voerative   service  of  our  State  Extension   Service,    county  a-ents, 
^elective  Breeding  Association,    ?r-T~  organisations     nd  our  modem   trans- 
alttin  ;  facilities  of  radio  and  television. 

The  use  of   selective  breo    ..       in  the  commercial  herd?   1       1 muss  to 
be  most  ar  and  has  resulted  in  lower  costs  of  maintaining   of  the 

herd  and  in  breeding  females  for  replacements  with  higher     :--.,v.ction  rec- 
ords. 

Lry   *lerd  improvement  Assocl;  <otk  continues  to  be     o    a. 

th  the   iairymen  throughout  the  sc  te.        lth  mounting  costs  of        or  and 
f«ed  the  progressive  dairyman  finds  he  must  t  i:e  advantage  of  every  avenue 
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vhich  improves  management     ncl   shows  wrys  to   cut  production  6*ftt  and  the 
service  rendered  by  this  Association  has  proved  its  value. 

Through  the  Extension  service  up  to  date   tafor-  9  is  ai  ,.e 

through  literature,   radio  talks*  and  on  the  fa.ro  meetin  i     ;  the 

advantages  of  various  types  of  green  cro   fi,   Shopped  ro  ,    silage  and 

pasture  tent. 

The    ,reen  pasture  &  B  probatoly  done     tore   to   Inst  I      %     and 

encourge  better         ;turt  ent  than  any  program  of  fere   .      Its  value 

to  our  dairymen  cannot  be   too  highly   commende    , 

The  e  -sent  of  our  Mastitis  Program  has  done  much  to  UteOs*  our 

dairymen  conscious  of  ,ltis     (V     its  resulting  economic  cost,      \*hile 

our  number  of   samples  collected  has   somewhat  decree  -  en,    the  value  of  this 
program  has  resulted  in    .  .uvole   va.lue  fcl  ft   -sans  of  carobautir-  s- 

title  in  our  herds,         .&  ways  and  msaas  employed  is  uniw  or-t  mt  but  the 
result  obtained  is. 

In  the   dairy  fiel  o  distinct  departures  from  oar  routine        irg 

o  .ram  have  caused  widespread  interest  this  year.      One  is  the  nee  of 
bulk  eoolin  I  the  fart:;  the   second  is  the  offering  of  milk  for 

sale  to    the      folic  in    /.lion  and  one-half  gallon  containers. 

The  use  of  hulk  eoolin $  fcanfeS  on  the  f-irm  i  ises  to  be  one  of  e%f 
greatest  steps  In  a .  >/&ncement  with  resulting  benefit b  to  both  farrier  sad 
consumer. 

To   the    f    :      r  it  56    ■       Li        le    to  ;e   l^.r^er  her  ithout 

extra  hel       ith  reeultin  i»er  income  by   trie  use  of  bulk  co.l '..;$, 

It  acli.    liy   cuts  down  on   hhor,       ■  better  job  of  eoolin  .  tor- 

age  and  eliminates  many  of  the  6n        -  at,    ,sg  of  old  types  of  eoolin  . 


-li- 
lt also  gives  the      oer  the     rtunity  to  check  his  vei(Jht  v>f  milk 

on  the  farm,  chcc.-;  the  nothod  of  sampling  for  butterfat  on  the  f an?  , 

and  ,uaranteee  a  ainst  loss  of  silk  through  trans  irtatlon. 

The  resultin    )duct  to  trie  consumer  is  of  botttr     .  ty  and 
better  flavor;  is  more  -"ith  setter  keeping    .ities,  >n&   a 

better  all  ar  uni   ro  -uct. 

The  eale  of  11.  i:    .Ion  :.nd  one-n-  If  gallon  c  nt  inert  is 
more  eeono    L  ro  uct  for  the  housewife  an    .lows,  on  •:  fixed  income, 
greater  consumption  by  the  t      . ly  unit. 

The  usual  number  of  in  eiries  eami  to  t.    ivision  from  persons 
see  I   information      Ivice  relative  to  obtaining  new  Btotik  such 
as       flocks,   oats,  rabbit t|  cattle,  swi.-e,  horses  and  ponies. 

-  interest  in  sad  lie  horses  and  ponies  is  ft      .  .   -  .ificance 
at  this  time. 

WO  have  continued  to  perform  the  work  of  In  epoetin    iry       |i 

in  coo    wion  with  the  United  Stat      rtment  of  AgriouXturo* 

a  following  summary  inc  .  :ical  ri       r-  the  year. 

Total  number  of  certificates  issued     -        25,035 
rade  a  certificates  ianu.ed  -         -  325 

Special  certificates  issued  - 

Certified  Hili  certificates  issued      -  5 

1  at     its  Issued       -        -         177 
Pasteurization  plant  permits  issued 

emits  %\   .     :h)  5  -  o  550. 

Total  number  of  farms  inspected        -       25,035 
reducers  t  .  tarings        -  32 

.  ;.ers  visited  -         -         , 

Complaints  invest! p  ted 
Income  from  U.  3.   1  fe,  of  k   ,rie  oiture  for 

padiag  fees  J  ,3V0.  \j 

lee  <     cted  for  e    .nation  for  mastitis 
mtrol  (individual     les)  13 > 537 

Herds  samples 
Cows  sampled  -  -         ^,313 
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POULTRY  AND  EGG  INSPECTION 

Julius  Kroeck,  Supervising  Inspector 

Chapter  94,  General  Laws,  Section  90A  and  9DB  -  An  Act  Relative  to  the 
Sale  and  Distribution  of  Eggs: 

Under  this  act  the  duties  of  our  three  egg  inspectors  are  outlined. 
It  pertains  to  the  inspection  of  eggs  for  interior  quality,  exterior 
quality,  size  and  weight,  and  to  grade  terminology  and  to  advertising. 

The  bulk  of  the  work  is  done  in  retail  stores.  A  small  number  of 
inspections  are  made  in  wholesale  establishments,  roadside  stands  and 
on  farms  where  eggs  are  sold. 

Densely  populated  areas  are  used  mostly  for  our  work  because  greater 
efficiency  at  lower  cost  can  be  achieved.  Census  report  estimates  indi- 
cate approximately  16,000  stores  are  located  in  Massachusetts  where  food 
is  sold.  A  good  portion  of  these  sell  eggs  and  come  under  the  state  law. 
Our  inspection  staff  being  limited  to  three  men  cannot  cover  the  entire 
state;  however,  a  good  portion  of  the  most  important  sellers  of  eggs  are 
inspected. 

In  the  past  fiscal  year,  5,335  reports  were  made;  194,  or  3.6%, 
in  one  way  or  another  did  not  comply  with  the  regulations  having  to  do 
with  freshness;  301,  or  5.6%,  did  not  comply  with  the  regulations  per- 
taining to  sizes,  weight  or  advertising.   These  percentages  show  a  vast 
improvement  since  the  law  went  into  effect  back  in  1935.  At  that  time 
approximately  35%  of  the  sales  represented  violations.  Today  the  public 
can  be  quite  sure  that  it  receives  the  quality  it  pays  for  and  is  as 
represented. 

In  connection  with  these  egg  inspections,  the  policy  of  the  depart- 
ment is  to  hold  hearings  where  a  second  complaint  has  been  reported. 
Sixty-nine  hearings  were  held  with  offenders.   At  these  hearings  the 
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law  is  discussed,  particularly  with  reference  to  that  portion  which 
applies  to  the  violation.   Any  other  legal  questions  raised  are  also 
explained  wherever  possible.   Instructions  on  handling  eggs  is  also 
freely  given.  The  offender  is  then  warned  that  the  next  complaint  will 
be  taken  into  court. 

Twenty-one  cases  were  taken  into  court;  17  related  to  freshness, 
and  4  had  to  do  with  sizes  and  weight.  Two  cases  were  filed,  3  were 
found  not  guilty  and  16  were  found  guilty.   Fines  in  most  cases  ranged 
from  $25,00  to  $50.00.   In  one  case  the  fine  was  $5.00. 

Our  poultry  breed  improvement  program  and  our  disease  control  and 
eradication  program  are  voluntary  programs  that  have  their  legal  basis 
in  the  farm  products  grading  iaw,  Chapter  94  of  the  General  Laws,  amended 
by  Chapter  270,  Acts  of  1927,  and  also  under  the  cooperative  agreement 
between  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  our  Department.   Breeding 
and  disease-free  grades  and  standards  have  been  established.   Several 
hundred  chicken  and  turkey  and  game  bird  flocks  come  under  our  supervision. 

During  this  fiscal  year  283  flock  owners  were  given  official  certi- 
ficates indicating  their  rating  in  this  program.   In  numbers  of  birds 
used  for  breeding  purposes,  it  represents  approximately  one  million 
breeders. 

The  trend  cf  poultry  farms  in  Massachusetts  is  similar  to  that  for 
the  United  States  as  a  whole.  There  are  fewer  farms  but  of  larger  size. 
This  raises  the  question  as  to  whether  the  smaller  farmer  is  being 
squeezed  out  by  the  bigger  operators.  This  change  is  being  watched 
closely  by  leaders  in  the  industry  as  well  as  governmental  agencies. 
A  franchise  system  has  taken  hold  in  a  small  way  and  bears  watching. 
Reports  as  to  its  value  vary. 
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Massachusetts  has  continued  to  ship  its  breeding  stock,  not  alone 
over  the  United  States  but  also  to  foreign  coun  ries.  Official  certi- 
ficates have  been  issued  by  our  Department  for  birds  and/or  eggs  going 

America 
to  South  America,  Asia,  Centra^,  Europe,  Africa  and  Canada.  Our  breeding 

stock,  due  to  its  ability  to  lay  many  eggs  and  produce  a  lot  of  meat, 
has  preference  in  many  foreign  countries  as  well  as  in  this  country. 

Our  Department  is  cooperating  in  a  research  project  on  land  ad- 
joining the  University  of  Massachusetts.   The  project  is  owned  by  the 
industry  and  supervised  by  the  college  poultry  department  staff.   It  is 
known  as  a  chicken  and  turkey  broiler  test.   Its  purpose  is  to  produce 
scientific  data  that  will  aid  our  breeders  in  improving  their  meat 
strains  of  birds.  The  data  are  also  used  by  college  staff  in  classroom 
work.   Possibilities  for  expanding  this  project  to  include  egg  produc- 
tion tests  are  now  under  consideration. 

Promotional  work  is  a  very  important  phase  of  work  to  be  considered. 
Where  our  state  is  an  industrial  state,  it  calls  for  special  effort  to 
bring  the  economic  value  of  what  is  being  done  in  agriculture  to  the  fore. 
Whenever  an  opportunity  presents  itself  to  sing  the  praises  of  our 
poultry  industry,  it  is  taken  advantage  of.  For  several  years  a  poultry 
breeders  booklet  has  been  published.   It  is  attractively  done  and  points 
out  the  contribution  Massachusetts  is  making  to  the  economy  of  not  alone 
our  own  state  but  nationally  as  well  as  internationally.  Breeding  flocks 
with  official  ratings  are  listed.  The  name  and  address  of  the  breeder, 
the  breed  produced,  the  size  of  the  flock,  the  type  of  business  con- 
ducted, as  well  as  general  information  is  presented.   It  is  distributed 
all  over  the  United  States  and  to  some  foreign  countries.   It  has  very 
fine  advertising  value  and  is  a  very  much  worthwhile  project. 
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Massachusetts  has  continued  to  ship  its  breeding  stock,  not  alone 
over  the  United  States  but  also  to  foreign  countries.  Official  certi- 
ficates have  been  issued  by  our  Department  for  birds  and/or  eggs  going 

America 
to  South  America,  Asia,  Centra^,  Europe,  Africa  and  Canada,  Our  breeding 

stock,  due  to  its  ability  to  lay  many  eggs  and  produce  a  lot  of  meat, 
has  preference  in  many  foreign  countries  as  well  as  in  this  country. 

Our  Department  is  cooperating  in  a  research  project  on  land  ad- 
joining the  University  of  Massachusetts.  The  project  is  owned  by  the 
industry  and  supervised  by  the  college  poultry  department  staff.   It  is 
known  as  a  chicken  and  turkey  broiler  test.   Its  purpose  is  to  produce 
scientific  data  that  will  aid  our  breeders  in  improving  their  meat 
strains  of  birds.  The  data  are  also  used  by  college  staff  in  classroom 
work.  Possibilities  for  expanding  this  project  to  include  egg  produc- 
tion tests  are  now  under  consideration. 

Promotional  work  is  a  very  important  phase  of  work  to  be  considered. 
Where  our  state  is  an  industrial  state,  it  calls  for  special  effort  to 
bring  the  economic  value  of  what  is  being  done  in  agriculture  to  the  fore. 
Whenever  an  opportunity  presents  itself  to  sing  the  praises  of  our 
poultry  industry,  it  is  taken  advantage  of.  For  several  years  a  poultry 
breeders  booklet  has  been  published.   It  is  attractively  done  and  points 
out  the  contribution  Massachusetts  is  making  to  the  economy  of  not  alone 
our  own  state  but  nationally  as  well  as  internationally.  Breeding  flocks 
with  official  ratings  are  listed.  The  name  and  address  of  the  breeder, 
the  breed  produced,  the  size  of  the  flock,  the  type  of  business  con- 
ducted, as  well  as  general  information  is  presented.   It  is  distributed 
all  over  the  United  States  and  to  some  foreign  countries.   It  has  very 
fine  advertising  value  and  is  a  very  much  worthwhile  project. 
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Many  other  means  of  promoting  the  industry  are  used,  such  as  radio 
talks,  exhibit  demonstrations,  judging  contests  of  quality  poultry  pro- 
ducts, newspaper  and  magazine  articles.  All  contribute  in  publicizing 
our  industry.  This  is  done  by  the  members  of  our  Department,  They  are 
called  on  to  serve  the  interest  of  our  industry  in  many  ways  and  gladly 
make  such  contributions. 

Statistical  data  are  collected  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
Monthly  reports  are  sent  to  Washington  for  publication  on  a  national  seal 
These  include  numbers  of  chicken  and  turkey  breeders  tested  for  pullorum 
and  fowl  typhoid.  They  afford  information  on  trends  in  production, 
possibly  preventing  dangerous  over-production  or  under-production. 

Our  poultry  breeding  program  has  gone  under  some  slight  changes 
due  to  the  National  Poultry  and  Turkey  Improvement  Plans.   We  cooperate 
in  these  programs  and,  since  there  is  a  national  conference  every  two 
years  when  47  of  the  48  states  get  together  to  reappraise  the  national 
program,  improvements  are  sought  for  and  new  methods  of  collecting 
breeding  data  are  put  into  effect. 

We  now  have  additional  grades  for  breeding  stock  known  as  Per- 
formance Tested  Parent  stock.  Official  tests  are  made  in  various  states, 
usually  at  agricultural  colleges.   Entries  are  submitted  voluntarily  by 
our  breeders,  and  they  receive  reports  on  how  their  stock  is  doing  in 
competition  with  others.  To  qualify,  certain  prescribed  requirements 
are  set  up  in  the  National  program.   "On  the  farm"  tests  are  also  new 
and  are  available  for  our  "Record  of  Performance"  breeders*   National 
Plan  requirements  are  also  outlined  for  qualification.  We  now  have  a 
few  men  participating. 
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Under  the  regular  state  established  grades  we  have  sixteen  flocks 
qualified  for  the  certified  grade,  eighty-nine  under  the  approved  grade, 
fifteen  under  record  of  performance,  and  one  hundred  seventy-eight  under 
the  pullorum-free  grades. 

Our  staff  is  called  upon  for  many  kinds  of  service  as  indicated. 

One  job  which  we  have  been  doing  for  many  years  is  to  judge  dressed 

chickens  at  4-H  boys  and  girls  "chicken  of  tomorrow"  contest.  We  also 

instruct  the  competitors  on  how  to  judge,  at  the  same  time  pointing  out 

the  factors  that  determine  quality.   It  is  amazing  when  looking  back 

only  a  few  years  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  quality  of  birds 

produced  by  these  youngsters.  At  the  time  of  this  writing,  a  contest 

was  judged  at  the  Brockton  Poultry  Producers  Cooperative  where  forty-six 

entries  were  in  competition.  The  size  and  finish  of  these  bids  and  the 

uniformity  of  finish  deserved  honorable  mention.  Progress  is  the  product 

of  manufacturing  industries.   It  also  is  a  product  of  agriculture,  and 

these  future  farmers  of  America  are  setting  the  pace. 

************* 
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REPORT  OF  THV]  DIVISION  OP  Mv    -CK  PIS'.     CONTROL 

JULY  1»  1955 FTiTZ   3Q»  1956 

tissiowER  op  vgricultur:.- 

Tii8  report  of  the  division  of  Livestock  ^ii>ea3e  Control  for 
the  fiscal  year,  July  1,  1955  »  to  June  30,  1956,  inclusive,  is 
herewith  submitted. 

Throughout  t  .  .   oar,  the  Division  aas  carried  out  the 
provisions  of  the  disease  control  programs  to  the  best  of  its 
ability. 

Early  in  195>6#  a  bill  to  repeal  tne  garbage  cooking  law 
was  introduced  into  the  Legislature  and  passed  both  branches  but 
later  was  vetoed  by  the  Governor.   During  thi3  period  of  uncer- 
tainty in  rerard  to  this  law,  th    '.vision  was  handicapped  in  lt*s 
enforcement.   Since  the  veto  of  the  repoai  by  the  Governor,  however, 
two  cases  have  been  brought  into  court  and  won. 

The  Brucellosis  program  has  been  very  well  received  by  the 
dairy  farmers  of  the  Commonwealth  and  with  the  allocation  of 
$200,000  by  the  Federal  government,  this  program  has  grown  by 
leaps  and  bounis.    On  February  1,  1956  there  war*  approximately 
173  certified  herds  in  the  Commonwealth.    On  June  3$t  19>6  there 
were  approximately  386  certified  herds. 

Many  meetings  of  the  livestock  organizations  of  the  Caramon- 
wealth  were  attended  and  addressed  by  the  Director.   The  meetings 
of  small  veterinary  groups  have  al3o  been  organized  and  encouraged 
where  they  would  get  together  and  talk  over  ..rutual  problems. 
Public  relations  with  this  orofession  have  been  improved  immeasurably 
and  this  type  of  meeting  will  be  continued. 

One  of  the  aims  of  this  Division,  this  fiscal  year,  has  been 
to  assign  the  tuberculin  testing  and  brucellosis  work  so  that  they 
would  be  done  during  the  months  when  the  cows  were  stabled.   It  will 
ke  about  another  year  before  this  program  will  become  a  reality. 

The  cooperation  between  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  this  Division  is  on  a  very  high  level. 

Dr.  A.  F.  Ranney  of  the  ashing ton  staff  and  Dr.  ..  R,  Coon 
aril  Dr.   .  C.  Ferrall  of  the  Federal  Bureau  here  in  Boston  have  been 
very  cooperative  in  all  our  disease  eradication  and  control  programs. 

Again  there  was  a  mild  outbreak  of  encephalomyelitis  or  sleeping 
sickness  in  horses.    Forty-three  horses  were  afflicted  with  this 
dread  disease.   For  the  first  time  this  disease  was  found  in  pheasant 
flocks  on  several  premises. 
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BOVINE  TU~   ■■"  )3IS 

Chapf  er  319,  Section  33,  General  ftawt.  tercentenary    -tion,  as 

anended  by  Chapter  272,  Acts  of  193^ 
and  Chapter  kX7»   Acta  of  1946,  and  amendments  thereto. 

There  were  nine  thousand  ono   hundred  s event /-eight  (9pl78) 
tuberculin  herd  tests,  one  hundred  eighty-five  thousand  and  three 
(185,003)  animal  tests  applied  to  which  ninety-six  (96)  head  of 
cattle  or  5/100  of  1$  were  declared  reactors,  as  compared  with 
ten  thousand  five  hundred  fifty-two  (10,552)  tuberculin  herd  tests, 
and  one  hundred  ninety- three  thousand  two  hundred  ( 193 » 200)  animal 
tests  applied  the  previous  fiscal  year  to  which  3ixty-two  (62) 
head  of   cattle  or  3/100  of  1%   reacted. 

Sixty-six  (66)  or  68#  of  the  ninety-isix  (96)  cattle  declared 
to  be  reactors  were  reported  as  having  "no  visible"  lesions  of 
tuberculosis  at  time  of  slaughter. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  two  (1,102)  herds  containing 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  fifty-five  (3#555)  head  of  cattle 
included  in  the  census  report  of  June  30,  1955*  were  disposed  of 
by  owners  prior  to  the  census  for  the  period  ending  June  30»  1956. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-two  (3&2)  herds  in  which  testing  has 
not  previously  been  conducted  and  containing  two  thousand  three 
hundred  thirty-four  (2,33^-)  head  of  cattle  recorded  in  the  following 
tables  as  wfirst  tests'* ,  are  included  in  the  census  report  for  the 
period  ending  June  30,  1956. 

Tuberculin  tests  are  conducted  by  State  an  1  Federal  accredited 
veterinarians  under  a  State  and  Federal  Cooperative  Plan  for  the 
establishment  of  tuberculo3is-free  herds  an!  the  eradication  of 
bovine  tuberculosis. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  tuberculin  tests  as  made  by  veter- 
inarians for  the  twelve  month  period  of  this  report. 

IHRDS  HEAD      FACTORS 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  State 

on  a  salary  basis  2,233       ^0,971       15 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  Federal 

Government  on  a  salary  basis        137       2*250 

Program  veterinarians  paid  by 

State  or  Federal  Government       6,751      138,lj.69       81 

Veterinarians  authorized  at  request 

of  and  paid  by  the  owners  57        3»313 


"9,178     185,003 —  "7J6" 
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COUNTY  CENSUS  AND  INFECTION 


as  of 


(JUNE  30,  1956) 


Herds 

Infection 
Head  Reactors 

Three  Ees 
Herds 

id  or  Less 

County 

Herds 

Head 

Head 

Barnstable 

81 

627 

58 

102 

Berkshire 

1,025 

22,052 

359 

716 

Bristol 

925 

62 

17,827 
579 

1 

33        1       ; 

322 

597 

Dukes 

32 

58 

Essex 

560 

12,345 

196     ; 

366 

Franklin 

1,188 

22,1314- 

1 

18        1 

311     ] 

618 

Hampden 

794 

11,035 

293     \ 

554 

Hampshire 

1,023 

18,928 

317      | 

632 

Middlesex 

863 

14A75 
118 

347 

632 

Nantucket 

\           12 

6     ! 

13 

Norfolk 

368 

6,545 

l43 

268 

Plymouth 

581 

9,61^-0 
88 

1 

22        1 

266     | 

478 

Suffolk 

2 

Worcester 

2,158 

1+2,185 

666 

1,268 

Total 

9,61+2 

178,578 

3 

73        3 

3,316 

6,302 

*  Included  in  columns  2  and  3 
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LEDS 


ruly   »55 

ieptenbe: 

)ctober 

[ovember 

)ecember 

ranuary 

i'ebruary 

[arch 

.pril 

fay 

rune 


F56 


1  ^225. 00 
275.00 
250,00 


I 
1 
2 


425,00 
600,00 
850,00 


2,625.00 


AVERAC 


._ 


.a 


i\ — p 


J  L  Qi 


225,00 
275.00 
250,  OOi 
423.00! 
300.00 
425,00, 


14> 
30 

12 

19 
6 


si'i323  .13 


-00,00 

2,800.00 

6,095.00 

,015.00 

.,.  15.00 

1*605.00 

1,656,00 


19,695.00 


00,00 

200.00 
203.17 
251.25 

221.84 
267.50 

260.83 


£221.30 


2 

15 

31 

15 

20 

8 

2 

6 


9' 


?n  av: 


oo, oc     •  :o,oo 


3,025.00 
6,370.00 
3,265.00 
4,640,00 
2,205.00 
.00 
1,565.00 


L. 


22,320,00 


201.67 
5,48 
251.14 
232.00 
275,63 
425.00 
260. S3 


:•  230,10 


SALVAGE 


Ftf 


DS 


J*uly   '55 

lugus  t 

>tptembe 

)ctober 

fove&ber 

)ecember 

January 

February 

.larch 

\pril 

day 

rune 


IILAD! 


/■- 


f.    7: 


f— 


rprVP&T. 


~ 


147.95         75.98 


... .(.  .'..^TTVHRAGE 


♦  56 


1 
1 
1! 
1 
21 
2i 


.35 

120.95; 
101.51 
156 .18 
170,10 
210,00 


106.35 
120,95 
101.31 
156.18 
85.05 
105.00 


P 

li4  1,329.50 
30  S J 457 .05 
12  1,264.56 

19   2,746.    ! 
6C7.35 


94.97 

81.90 

105.58 

144,57 

121.47 


6        662.50      110.42 


6|        (;.365.C9l  vl03.56!  39^9,215.32 


1-103.55 


147.95 


15  1,437.93 

31  2,576.00 

13!  1,365.37 

20  2,903.01 

3  777.45 

2  210.00 

6  662.50 


97[„;10,Gg£.71[  ^105.95 


$73.98 

95.36 
83.16 
105.07 
145.15 
111.08 
105.00 
110.42 


IHDEMHTTY 


:            ds 

G-EADI 

TOTAL 

-  -  -  fvrrrW 

AVERAGE 

.\juiIT 

[AVERACaE 

HEAb 

AMOCOT 

AVERAGES 

July  lg£ 
September 

* 

2 

168 ,03 

s,a4.02 

2 

$168.03 

$84.02 

October 

(November 

1 

-» 

~ 

14 

980,23 

70.02 

15 

930.28 

S5.35 

December 

56   1 

1 

102.70 

102.70 

30 

2,425.28 

80.34 

31 

2;527.98 

SI. 55 

January  J 

99.13 

99.13 

12 

1,165.95 

97,24 

15 

1^255.08 

97.39 

February 

179.21 

179.21 

19 

1,516,78 

79,83 

20 

1,695.99 

84.30 

March 

2 

206.50 

143.30 

o 

565.10 

113.02 

3 

351.70 

106.46 

April 

1 

426.66 

213.33 

2 

425.66 

213.33 

Kay 

6 

301,66 

ICO .23 

6 

1,56 

100.23 

June 

- 

W 

L, 094. 30 

,,136.70 

83 

,7,424.03) 

.,33.41 

9V 

,518.53 

.87.31 
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QUARANTINE  STATION  AT  BRIGHTON 

Dairy  Cattle: 

Total  Released  Released   Permit  Returned 

Receipts  on  Papers  after  Test  to  Kill  to  Owner 

Maine           287       287  - 

New  Hampshire     96        96  -  - 

Vermont           3         3  - 


386       386 

Massachusetts 


386       386  - 

Of  the  three  hundred  eighty-six  (386)  cattle  received  and 
released  one  hundred  six  (106)  were  reshipped  to  Rhode  Island 
and  two  hundred  eighty  (280)  remained  in  Massachusetts. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  RECEIVED  AND  RELEASED  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SLAUGHTER: 


Maine 

T.  B. 
Reactors 

From  Quaran- 
tined Herds 

Bang1  s  Disease 
Reactors 

Massachusetts 

New  Hampshire 

69 

112 

■3 

2 

325 

Rhode  Island 
Vermont 

- 

- 

69  117  325 

Dairy  cattle  were  restricted  to  special  yards  that  have 
been  cleaned  and  disinfected  regularly. 

All  trucks  carrying  tuberculin  and  Bang1 s  disease  reactors 
have  been  cleaned  and  disinfected  before  leaving  the  yards* 

Total  number  of  livestock  received  at  this  station  was  as 
follows : 

Cattle   -   63,660    Sheep   -   4,123 

Calves   -   93,381    Sv^ine   -   45,117 
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GOATS 


This  Division  will  arrange  for  the  tuberculin  testing  and 
blood  testing  of  goats  provided  the  o.vner  signs  an  agreement  to 
the  effect  that  any  goats  declared  as  reactors  to  either  test 
will  be  immediately  disposed  of  for  slaughter  with  no  compensation 
allowed  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Eighteen  -oats  were  tuberculin  tested  and  fourteen  blood  tested 
on  three  premises.   No  reactors  were  found  to  either  test. 


INTERSTATE  RECEIPTS  OP  CATTLE 


Three  thousand  three  hundred  eighty-nine   (3*389)  permits 
were  issued  covering  eighteen  thousand  eight  hundred  sixteen   (I8,3l6) 
head  of  dairy  and  breeding  cattle. 

Three  hundred  eighty-six  (386)  dairy  cattle  were  received 
at  the  Brighton  Quarantine  Station,  making  a  total  of  nineteen 

:>usand  two  hundred  two  (19>202)  dairy  and  breeding  cattle  received 
from  outside  the  Commonwealth. 


DAIRY  CATTLE 


~At 

Brighton 


On 
Permit 


Canada 

Connecticut 

Florida 

Kentucky 

Maine 

Maryland 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

lew  Hampshire 

Hew  Jersey 

New  York 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

Texas 

Virginia 

Vermont 

Wisconsin 


1,057 

1 

6 

1,698 

68 

28 

1 

1,067 

37 

2,697 

38 

1 

2 

10 

262 

8 

6 

2 

7,080 

2l|7 


287 


96 


18, 8l6 


386 
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EXPORTS 


Interstate  certificates  of  health  were  issued  on  four 
thousand  seventeen  (i^, 0X7)  head  of  cattle  and  seven  (7)  goats 
exported  to  other  States  and  Countries  as  follows: 


DESTINATION 


HEAD 


DESTINATION 


""  I 


Canada 

Central  America 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Cuba 

Florida 

Illinois 

India 

Indiana 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

New  Hampshire 


k 

i 

1 

3 


I 


2 

5 

12 

299 


New  Jersey 

New  York 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Indies 

Wisconsin 

South  America 

Total 


1|*017 


Six  goats  were  shipped  to  Florida. 
One  goat  was  shipped  to  India. 
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BRUCELLOSIS 


Blood  vials  for  collecting  samples  and  laboratory  examination 
of  the  samples  are  furnished  without  charge  to  owners  of  cattle. 

Following  is  a  tabulation  of  the  results  of  laboratory 
examination  of  the  blood  samples  from  cattle,  and  also  from  goats 
and  swine. 


NEGATIVE 

* 

REACTORS 

SUSPICIOUS 

OTHER 

TOTAL 

CATTLE 

61,1+45 

1,0^5 

3,91+6 

678 

67,Hl+ 

GOATS 

69 

1 

70 

SWINE 

15 

l 

16 

61,529 


1,014.5 


3,91+7 


679       67,200 


•&   Includes  bloods  from  vaccinated  cattle. 
-*-*    Containers  broken  insufficient  amount  of  blood,  or  hemolyzed. 

CERTIFIED  HERDS:  (June  30,  1956) 

Certified  Bang's  Disease-Free  Herds  386 

Cattle  in  Certified  Bang*s  Disease-Free  Herds    11,722 
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CALFHOOD  VACCINATION 
(by  counties) 


County 


Herds 


Head 


Barnstable 
Berkshire 
Bristol 
Dukes 
Essex 
Franklin 
Hampden 
Hampshire 
Middlesex 
Nantucket 
Norfolk 
Plymouth 
Suffolk 
Worcester 
Total 


h2 
898 
I4-O8 

37 
376 
1,014.6 
551 
71k 
S01 

6 
178 
275 

3 

1,14-25 
6,526 


90 
2,730 
1,110 

82 
l,lli7 
2,727 
1,307 
2,158 

1,255 

18 

1^56 

816 

10 

3,920 

17,826 
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HMITS  TO  FEED  COOKED  GARBAGE  TO  SWINE 


Five  hundred  forty-five  {%\\$)   permits  to  feed  garbage  to  swine 
were  issued* 


LICENSED  DEALERS  IN  BOVINE  ANIMALS 


During  the  fiscal  year  there  were  three  hundred  forty  (3^0) 

licenses  issued  to  dealers  in  dairy  and  beef  cattle,  and  three 

hundred  eighty-eight  (380)  lates  sent  out  for  use  on  the  trucks 
operated  by  these  dealers. 

A  total  of  fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  ninety-five  (15>,295>) 
dairy  cattle  and  one  thousand  nine  hundred  nine  (1#909)  beef 
cattle  were  reported  by  licensed  dealers  as  purchased  and  sold. 


RABIES 

Under  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  regulations 
(Chapter  111,  General  Laws  as  amended  by  Chapter  26fi>#  Acts  of  1938) 
Sections  6  and  7  "Dog  Bite"  is  declared  a  disease  dangerous  to 
public  health. 

Order  No.  3^»  Section  3  of  the  Division  of  Livestock    ease 
Control  regulations  reads:  "All  dogs  known  to  hava  bitten  persons 
shall  be  quarantined  for  a  period  of  fourteen  (lij.)  days  for  obser- 
vation, at  the  end  of  which  period  if  no  symptoms  of  rabies  have 
developed  said  animals  may  be  released  from  quarantine  on  order 
of  the  Director. H 

Investigation  of  reported  Injuries  inflicted  to  persons  by 
biting  of  dogs  and  the  quarantining  of  such  dogs  is  one  of  the 
duties  of  the  Inspector  of  Animals. 

The  following  tabulation  includes  injuries  reported  inflicted 
by  dogs  and  other  animals: 


■  \k 


■ 


* 


• 


-.    . 


> 


* 


1 1 .' 


RABIES 
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Brought 

Forward 

July  1955 

8l| 

6 

13 

August 

1236 

If 

16 

September 

1028 

7 

11 

October 

995 

5 

16 

November 

927 

1 

9 

December 

3§ 

1 

11 

January  1956 

1 

12 

February 

555 

3 

10 

March 

631 

1 

15 

April 

729 

6 

20 

May 

1303 

1 

23 

June  F 

l&tf 

5 

20 

Forward 

795 

757 

11667 

4-1 

176 

757 

12641 

ANIMALS 

INVOLVED 

Dogs 
Cats 
Rabbits 

11609 

2 

1 

125 

28 

1 

2 

WJ 

Chipmunk 

Horse 

1 

1 

Opossum 

Raccoon 

1 
1 

3 

Hamster 

1 
1 

9 

1 

3 

2 
0 

Monkeys 

Squirrels 

Mouse 

Foxes 

Muskrats 

Skunks 

Rat 

2 
1 



I 

L1667 

14 

I.  ■  I. 

176 

757 

12WH 
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Eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  four  (ll,90l|.)  persons 
were  bitten  by  dogs  and  other  animals.    One  thousand  two  hundred 
fifty- two  (1,2^2)  persons  were  bitten  by  stray  animals,  and  one 
hundred  fifty-seven  (1^7)  bitten  by  animals  the  brains  of  which 
were  examined  at  the  laboratory. 

The  heads  of  12?  dogs,  (125) >    twenty-eight  (28)  cats,  nine  (9) 
squirrels,  three  (3)  foxes,  two  (2)  muskrats,  two  (2)  chipmunks, 
one  (1)  mouse,  one  (1)  rat,  one  (1)  hamster,  one  (1)  rabbit,  and 
one  (1)  monkey,  were  received  at  the  laboratory  for  examination, 
all  of  which  v ere  reported  as  negative • 
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ANNUAL  INSPECTION  OF  NEAT  CATTLE,  SHEEP  AND  SWINE 

In  accordance  with  Section  19,  Chapter  129  °f  tne  General 
Laws,  the  annual  inspection  of  neat  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  and 
of  the  premises  where  kept  was  completed. 

Reports  received  from  the  cities  and  towns  showed  that  inspec- 
tion indicated  the  following  information: 


COUNTY 


HERDS  NEAT  CATTLE   HORSES 


SWINE 
HERDS   HEAD   SHEEP 


GOATS 


Barnstable  7l|_ 

Berkshire  961 

Bristol  9l+2 

Dukes  66 

Essex  556 

Franklin  1,139 

Hampden  7l6 

Hampshire  1 , 018 

Middlesex  807 

Hantucket  12 

Norfolk  366 

Plymouth  589 

Suffolk  2 

Worcester  2,169 

TOTAL 9,10-7 


$77 

195 

21693 

805 

17,881}. 

697 

k9$ 

76 

11,886 

769 

21,592 

709 

io,$55 

426 

18,593 

697 

13,957 

1,287 

10J4. 

2 

6,776 

914 

10,079 

777 

77 

159 

14.1,862 

1,320 

176,130      3,833 


18  3lp-  387 

130  l,22lj.  8)4.3 

152  11,323  1,287 

11  25  1,569 

121  12,787  966 

211  1,4.86  755 

91  3,035  582 

182  3,660  l,2J+6 

177  28,252  960 

-  23 

7k  ^806  556 

98  9,1+09  1,662 

k  1,060 

222  13,760  1,953 

1,1+91  91,168  12,789 


79 
323 
252 

3k 
327 
152 
127 

26I+ 
99 

156 
371 
3 
53Q 
2,763 


Of  the  total  number  of  cattle  inspected  one  hundred  forty-five 
thousand  four  hundred  three  (l!|.5,l|-03)  were  listed  as  dairy  cows,  one 
thousand  one  hundred  fifty-eight  (1,158)  were  listed  as  purebred  bulls, 
and  twenty-four  thousand  twenty-nine  (24,029)  as  purebred  cows« 
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MISCELLANEOUS  DISEASES 

ACTINOMYCOSIS:   This  disease  was  reported  In  three  cattle  on  three 
premised All  animals  affected  ,ere  slaughtered. 

WTATKLEG  AND  MALIGNANT  EDEMA!,  Preventive  treatment  was  administered 
£o  thousand  one  hundred  seventy-four  (2,17^)  cattle  on  l6?  Poises. 
One  case  of  blackleg  was  reported;  two  heifers  died  and  the  remainder 
were  vaccinated.   A  case  of  malignant  edema  was  re^^;^^^°rty^f  ) 
Herefords.   The  animal  waa  dead  wien  the  veterinarian  arrived.    The 
balance  of  the  herd  was  vaccinated. 

ENCEPHALOMYELITIS  :    Forty-three  (1+3)  horses  on  1+1  Pr^3**  "^  was 
reported  as  affected  with  equine  encephalomyelitis.    The  disease  was 
also   eported  for  the  first  time  in  pheasant  flocks.   Three  cases 
on  three  different  farms  were  reported  direct  to  this  Division. 
Three  additional  cases  on  three  different  farms  were  reported  and 
confirmed  by  the  University  of  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  a  number 
of  sases  in  pheasants  collected  In  the  field. 

HOG  CHOLERA;   This  disease  was  reported  on  three  premises. 

LISTERZ1LL0SIS  (  CIRCLING  DISEASE);   One  goat  was  reported  as  affected 
and  was  destroyed. 

MANGE  :   This  disease  was  reported  in  thirteen  (13)  cattle  on  five 
premises.    These  cattle  r;ere  quarantined.    Twelve  (12)  recovered 
and  were  released  and  one  (1)  animal  was  slaughtered. 

PSITTACOSIS:   This  disease  was  reported  in  a  parakeet  bought  from  a 
local  store  and  was  later  confirmed  by  laboratory  diagnosis.    All 
birds  in  the  store  were  quarantined  and  later  shipped  to  the  University 
of  Texas  for  medical  purposes  (31  Parakeets  and  6  Canaries). 

RINGV/ORM:    This  disease  was  reported  in  cattle  on  four  premises. 
The  animals  were  quarantined  and  released  upon  recovery. 

Regional  meetings  of  Inspectors  of  Animals  were  held  in  the 
month  of  November  in  Boston,  Greenfield,  Segregansett  (Dighton), 
Pittsfield,  Springfield  and  Worcester. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


VICTOR  N.  CLUPP, 

DIRECTOR 
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ANNUAL  HEPOUT 
I  DIVISION  CF  MAHtCiTS 

I  (July  1,  1555  -  June  30,  1956) 

i'he  work  of  the  Division  of  Markets  may  well  be  divided  Into 
five  parts,  namely: 

1.  Market  and  crop  reporting 

2.  Inspection  service 

3.  Fruit  and  vegetable  certification 

4.  Promotion 

5.  Advertising 

This  arrangement  is  not  in  the  order  of  their  importance,  but 
rather  in  the  chronological  order  in  which  they  became  a  part  of  the 
work  of  this  Division. 

1,   larket  reporting  includes  a  daily  market  report  on  wholesale 
produce  prices  from  Boston  by  Charles  Callahan;  Worcester  by  W#  Earl 
Paddock;  Springfield  by  Raymond  E.  lies;  also  a  special  apple  market 
report  by  A,  Warren  Clapp  from  Boston,  but  now  including  shipping 
point  prices;  and  a  weekly  retail  food  price  report  by  iiuth  Gallagher 
from  Boston.   In  addition  to  shipping  point  prices  on  apples,  we  have 
added  shipping  point  service  on  potatoes. 

Shipping  Point  Market  Information  —  In  response  to  requests  of 
growers  and  the  trade,  we  have  maintained  our  shipping  point  market 
information  service  in  the  Connecticut  Valley  during  the  past  year, 
with  a  slightly  increased  schedule  of  coverage,  beginning  in  August 
and  running  through  April.  This  service  provides  regular  daily  quota- 
tions on  potatoes,  which  are  wired  each  night  by  our  reporter  to  the 
Boston  office  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Market  News  Service. 
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From  there  they  are  put  on  the  leased  wire  of  the  U.S.D.A.,  and 
made  available  to  all  points  on  their  11,000-mile  leased  wire  system. 
This  has  the  advantage,  not  only  of  giving  the  potato  industry  up-to- 
date  information  on  trends  in  the  potato  market  in  the  Connecticut 
Valley  area,  but  also  aids  materially  in  publicizing  the  importance 
of  Massachusetts -grown  potatoes  to  the  trade  throughout  the  entire 
country. 

Crop  News  Service— Several  years  ago  we  started  to  comply  with 
requests  of  growers  for  prompt  information  on  monthly  crop  estimates, 
as  issued  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  These  are 
released  in  Washington  at  3:00  P.  i.  oa  crop  report  days,  and  are  wired 
to  the  Boston  U.S.D.A.  office.  The  full  report  is  prepared  from  these 
by  the  New  England  Crop  Reporting  Service,  requiring  several  days 
before  it  reaches  growers.   In  order  to  bridge  this  gap,  and  provide 
farmers  and  farm  organizations  with  spot  news,  we  issue  a  brief 
summary  on  apples,  potatoes,  onions  and  cranberries,  which  is  placed 
in  the  mail  by  5:30  P.M.  of  the  release  date.   Starting  with  a  few 
key  men  who  are  interested  in  this,  the  demand  has  now  grown  so  that 
we  are  mailing  these  out  to  some  150  growers  and  distributors.   We 
have  also  increased  the  type  of  coverage  to  include  monthly  reports 
on  merchantable  potato  stocks  in  storage. 

.  r.  Callahan  on  the  Boston  market  not  only  reports  prices,  but 
also  receipts  of  hassachusetts  fruit  and  vegetables,  and  these 
cumulative  figures  have  great  value  going  back,  as  they  do,  for 
thirty  years.  He  cooperates  closely  with  the  two  Federal  reporters 
who  report  all  the  out-of-state  produce. 
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It  has  been  considered  desirable  for  the  Federal  and  State 
market  reporters  to  print  separate  reports,  for  various  reasons: 
One  is  that  local  farmers  have  little  interest  in  30$  of  the 
shipped-in  produce;  another  is  that  the  ^tate  report  is  always 
mailed  before  noon  and  available  to  newspapers  and  radio  stations 
at  11:00  a.m.  Tentative  prices  are  released  to  radio  stations  as 
early  as  6:00  a.m. 

The  Worcester  reporter  is  now  adding  the  new  Worcester  Terminal 
Market  to  his  reporting  duties. 

The  Springfield  reporting  office  is  more  of  a  service  to 
newspapers  and  radio  stations  and  the  farmers'  market;  whereas  the 
Boston  report  is  mailed  to  anywhere  from  225  to  300  at  various  times 
of  year.  The  subscription  price  is  #3.50  per  year  to  cover  mailing 
costs . 

As  of  December  20,  there  were  225  on  the  mailing  list,  including 
40  complimentary.  There  were  also  60  seasonal  subscribers  not  on 
the  December  mailing  list.  The   mailing  list  includes  all  of  the  New 
England  States,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Virginia, 
Florida,  as  well  as  one  copy  going  to  uebec. 

Itessachusetts,  of  course,  has  the  lion's  share  of  the  subscribers, 
but  22  copies  go  to  Maine,  19  to  Hew  Hampshire,  12  to  3hode  Island, 
and  k   each  to  Connecticut,  New  York,  Ohio  and  Vermont.  SO  copies  go 
to  dealers  in  the  various  states,  and  6$   copies  go  to  members  of  the 
Boston  Market  Gardeners  Association.  About  25  are  sent  to  various 
Extension  Service  offices  and  other  Governmental  agencies  in  franked 
envelopes. 

Several  newspapers  and  radio  stations  send  messengers  to  the 
office  for  market  reports  and  most  of  the  Boston  stations  receive  them 
either  by  mail  or  messenger,  and  some  stations,  including  one  in 
P  rtland,  Maine  receive  the  report  by  telephone. 
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The  inspection  of  grass,  vegetable  and  flower  seed  samples 
has  been  actively  and  aggressively  carried  on,  as  usual,  by  A, 
Warren  Clapp. 

Out  of  lt^00  samples  drawn  during  the  1955  season,  75  showed 
apparent  violations  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act  from  laboratory  reports, 
and  samples  were   sent  to  the  Federal  laboratory  for  rechecking.  39 
warnings  were  sent  to  seed  companies  shipping  the  seed  that  was  below 
grade • 

The  few  violations  of  the  Massachusetts  Seed  Law  were  given  to 
Daniel  Curran  of  this  Department  for  disposition. 

Over  95/£  of  all  seeds  sold  in  Massachusetts  originate  outside 
of  this  state,  and  we  have  a  mutual  agreement  with  the  U.S.D.A,  for 
action  on  violations, 

8  "Stop  Sale  Orders",  principally  on  cheap,  white  clover  or  mix- 
tures were  Issued,  This  represented  approximately  a  ton  of  misbranded 
or  incorrectly  labelled  seed  being  removed  from  sale  and  returned  to 
wholesaler  outside  of  Massachusetts, 

Later,  on  rechecks,  35  "Stop  Sale  Orders"  were  Issued  and  such 
seed  was  kept  off  the  market  until  properly  labelled. 
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One  feature  of  the  reporting  service  of  our  division,  that 
as  far  as  I  know  is  not  duplicated  anywhere,  is  our  Federal-State 
cooperative  Cranberry  Report  from  September  to  December. 

2.   Inspection  Service.  This  service  Is  directly  under  the 
supervision  of  Salter  Piper,  who  has  lived  with  our  various  inspection 
laws  for  some  thirty  years . 

Apple  Grading  Law — The  Massachusetts  Apple  Grading  Law  has  been 
on  the  statute  books  in  one  form  or  another  for  the  past  forty  years, 
since  1916.  The  amount  of  funds  and  personnel  available  for  this  work 
have  been  very  small.   Each  year,  of  late,  the  Massachusetts  Fruit 
Growers'  issociation  makes  an  urgent  request  for  a  definite  appropria- 
tion for  this  work,  but  no  such  funds  are  as  yet  available.  During 
the  past  year,  in  an  effort  to  do  some  token  work  of  this  sort,  at 
least,  we  have  carried  on  a  small  amount  of  part-time  inspection.   It 
is  believed  that  this  has  helped  some  in  calling  to  the  attention  of 
growers  and  shippers  the  need  and  the  advantages  of  complying  with  the 
law.   However,  adequate  inspection  and  enforcement  cannot  be  attained 
until  more  funds  are  made  available. 

Potato  Branding  Law — Enforcement  of  the  Potato  Branding  Law  has 
been  maintained  through  most  of  the  year.   Practically  all  retail 
outlets,  both  of  the  larger  super  market  type  and  the  smaller  neigh- 
borhood stores  have  now  been  visited  at  least  once,  and  many  have  had 
frequent  coverage,  as  many  as  five  or  six  inspections.   In  addition 
to  inspection  at  retail  outlets,  we  have  done  more  work  in  wholesale 
markets  and  in  warehouses,  in  an  effort  to  check  violations  before 
the  potatoes  reach  retail  stores. 
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3.  Pruit  and  Vegetable  Certification.  Potatoes  have  continued 
to  te  the  most  important  crop  in  our  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Certification 
work.  Billings  on  potato  certification,  all  of  which  increased 
modestly  over  the  previous  year,  totaling  .^3,270.21,  compared  with 
#3,065.73  for  the  1955  fiscal  year. 

Certification  of  apples  also  showed  a  small  Increase,  with 
total  billings  of  ^617. 13  compared  with  .533.09. 

Onion  certification,  in  line  with  the  continued  downtrend  of 
production,  was  lighter  than  the  previous  year,  billlng3  totaling  only 
#64.50,  against  the  previous  year's  total  of  #100*65 . 

In  the  certification  work  in  the  Connecticut  Valley,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  secure  inspectors  for  the  early  part  of  the  season 
because  local  qualified  men  are  very  busy  on  home  farms.  For  this 
past  season,  as  for  several  years,  we  have  been  fortunate  in  having 
one  of  our  inspectors  willing  to  work  during  his  busy  season,  despite 
considerable  personal  sacrifice  because  his  time  is  worth  much  more 
on  the  home  farm  than  in  certification  employment. 

Blueberry  Certification — The  blueberry  crop  in  the  leading 
blueberry  section  in  the  Or anvi lie-Bland ford  area  of  Hampden  County 
was  seriously  damaged  by  frost  and  other  weather  conditions.  Growers, 
however,  requested  a  continuation  of  our  certification  work,  so  that 
a  laboratory  was  set  up  in  the  West  Granville  Fire  Station  for  carrying 
on  our  testing  of  berries. 
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*f.  Promotion,  For  years  this  Division  has  been  active  in 
promotional  activities  and  we  now  furnish  material  for  at  least 
four  dally  or  weekly  broadcasts  on  Boston  radio  stations  and 
several  in  other  cities  sometime  during  the  year.  We  answer  scores 
of  calls  from  newspapers  at  all  times,  but  especially  during  floods, 
droughts  and  emergencies. 

We  have  extremely  cooperative  dealings  with  radio,  television, 
newspaper  and  magazine  food  editors  and  columnists. 

Our  personnel  include  membership  in  Radio  Farm  Directors1 
Association  and  American  Women  in  Radio  and  Television,  and  those 
contacts  give  us  opportunity  for  promotion  advantageous  to  this 
Department  and  to  agriculture  in  general. 

Press  and  Radio  Releases— During  the  past  year  we  have  started 
a  new  type  of  news  release  distributed  to  press  and  radio,  featuring 
short  items  on  crops  in  season,  and  other  facts  relating  to  marketing 
of  fruits  and  vegetables.  This  is  in  addition  to  our  regular  radio 
work,  which  includes  broadcasts  over  three  Boston  stations  regularly, 
and  other  stations  in  Massachusetts  at  frequent  intervals. 

This  new  form  of  release  is  distributed  largely  to  radio  com- 
mentators, and  feature  program  directors,  in  addition  to  the  more 
standard  type  of  farm  program.   It  is  meeting  ready  response  on  the 
part  of  radio  stations,  as  evidenced  by  requests  we  are  having  from 
some  stations  not  originally  on  our  list,  who  wish  to  be  included  in 
this  service. 

Distribution  of  this  material  to  the  press  is  both  for  use  of 
news  writers  and  for  editorial  writers  and  commentators.  Much  of 
this  is  used  without  credit  to  the  Department,  inasmuch  as  it  is  con- 
sidered as  Mln  the  public  domain",  which  of  course  it  is.  Also  it 
gets  wider  and  more  frequent  distribution  when  not  so  credited,  be- 
cause many  editors  are  reluctant  to  give  the  same  reference  too 
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frequently  as  sources  of  their  material,  in  line  with  usual  journal- 
istic ]:>ractices. 

5.  Advertising.  Last,  but  not  least,  is  our  advertising 
program  through  the  appropriation  for  food  and  agriculture  in  the 
Department  of  Commerce, 

The  expenditures  have  taken  the  form  of  booklets  showing  the 
availability  of  hatching  eggs  of  premium  quality,  which  Massachusetts 
growers  ship  all  over  the  world,  some  small  advertisements  of  native 
produce  in  grocery  trade  papers,  and  primarily  one-minute  radio  spots 
on  from  twelve  to  twenty  stations  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  These 
are  timed  to  tell  our  five  million  consumers  when  Ziassachusetts  crops 
are  at  their  peak  of  perfection  and  peak  of  supply.  With  crops  like 
apples,  cranberries,  strawberries  and  asparagus,  we  deliver  smaples 
from  the  growers  to  the  food  editors  so  they  can  see  what  they  are 
advertising.  That  frequently  doubles  the  value  of  the  radio  time 
and  the  results  have  been  really  phenominxl.   In  fact,  the  results 
have  been  so  outstanding  that  the  Governor  and  the  Legislature  made 
it  possible  to  use  more  than  twice  as  much  radio  time  in  the  next 
fiscal  year  with  the  money  in  our  own  budget. 

Advertising  money  can  easily  be  wasted,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 

if  properly  placed  and  timed,  advertising  can  be  one  of  our  best 

investments. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Louis  -.  Webster,  Director 


Plant  Pest  Control  Section 
Annuel    -ort  -  Kiscel  Year  rnded  June  3",  1956 

The   Plant   Pest  Control   Section    of   the  Division   of  Plant   Pest 
Contr   1  airs   functions   under   the  authority  of  lections  l6*31A  of 

Chapter   128  O.L.   Mass,   Tercentenary  Edition  as   amended.      The  section 
Is   responsible   for  the   inspection   of  all   establishments   within  the  Com- 
monwealth  enpf.    ed    in   t         rrowing  of  nursery  stock  and    the   certification 
of   s  ich  stock  as   to   its   apparent   freedom  from   injurious    insect  p^sts 
and   plant  diseases.     Under  the  law  the  section  Issues   special   licenses 
to  sail  nursery  stock   in  Massachusetts;    o«rtifies   nursery  stock  consigned 
to  foreign  countries;   maka  surveys   to  determine  outbreaks  of  unusual  or 
recently  introduced  plant  pests;    promulp-a t*s   and   enforces   quarantines 
to  pravent  the  spread  of  newly-discovered   insects  and  plant  diseases; 
and  collaborates  with  the  U.      .   i department  of  Agriculture   in  the   enforce- 
ment of  Federal   plant  quarantines.         Ltho   the  functions   of  the  section 
•re  essentially  regulatory,    it  makes   available  as  a  public  service  thru 
its   trained  personnel,    Information  regarding  the  identification  and 
control  of  insects   and  plant  diseases   of  economic   importance  to  the 
home  owner,  backyard-gardener,   fruit-grower  and    the  farmer. 

Nursery   Inspection:      The  annual    inspection  of  the   » iiiMWJilit   nurseries 
1n  th<*   state  as   required  by  statute  was   collated   on  September  1I4.,    1955- 
Certificates   of   inspection  were  issued   to   3k$  establishments   classified 

••    follows! 

General   stock    (evergreen,    deciduous   and   perennial )    -  2$$ 
"reenhouse-srrown  stock:   kl 

Blueberry,   raspberry  and   strawberry  stock  -  IlO 
hi la   and   gladiolus    stock:   9 
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The   inspection  record*   show   th^t  2,P-l+5  acres   in  Massachu- 
setts  are  devoted   to  the  production   of  stock   establishments   (exclud- 
ir  ■   greenhouses).     The  official  1955-56  List  of  Certified  Nurseryman 
in  Ifiassflchusetts  was   prepared  end  mimeographed  under  date  of  September 
20,     During  the  interval   fror  September  ll$.,   1955  to  Jane   30,   1956,   13 
additional   establishments  were  insole ted  and  certified.     Those  c — mrifced 
15  acres;   13  produce  general  stock,   1  blueberry   stock?   and  1   sladiolus 
stock. 

-he  heavy  rainfall   (flood)    of  August  18   and  19  slowed  down 
the  Inspection  work  not   only  because  of   the  rein,   but  on  account  of  the 
difficulties   of  travel,   due   to  washouts   on   the  roads.     The  nurseries 
in  the  flooded  area,   particularly   in  the  vicinity  of  Westfield,   suffered 
somewhat  from  inundation  of  their  stock,   but  losses  were  not  excessive. 
Debris   transported  by  the  flood  waters   constituted  a  danger  of  the 
spread  of  such  r>c»sts   as   the  gypsy  moth. 

The  stock   in  the  nurseries  was  found   to  be  in  stood  condition 
except  for   some  scale-infested   stock  which  was  ordered   treated  or  de- 
stroyed.     There  was  a  rather  general  distribution  of  Japanese  beetles. 
Gypsy  moth  egg  clusters,   however,  were  found   in  only  one  nursery,   an 
establishment   in  Haverhill  where  a  few  clusters  were  found  in  one  lo- 
cation. 

Strawberry  Fl?*nt  Inspection;   All   establishments  producing  strawberry 
plsnta  for  sale  were   given   two  find  in  some   instances   three  inspections, 
^regressive  growers  now  have  screen-houses   to  prevent  the  entry  of  pos- 
sible insect  carriers  of  the  virus.     This   is  to   insure  the  continuance 
of  a  virus-free  condition   in  stock  originally  produced  by  the  United 
States  raosrtment   of  Agriculture  at  Beltsvllle,    .iarylend,    released   to 
strowers   for  further  propagation. 
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roat   '  ntry  '  uarantlnsi      Supervisory  mirsery  Inspector     usmlski   aaalsted 
representatives   of  the  Plant  Quarantine  Branch  of  the    United  states   ~e- 
partment  of  Apiculture   In   inspecting  imported  nursery   stock  held  in  de- 
tention in  accordance  with  the  post-entry  provisions  of  red oral  Plant 
Quarantine    ;o.    37 •         it  purpose  of  these  reflations   is   to  prevent  the 
dissemination   of  any  peat  which   le   new  or  rare   in  the  United  States   and 
likely  to  be  harmful  to  its  hosts*     Under  the  regulations,   specimens  of 
about  $0  genera  of  plants  are  allowed  entry  into   the  United  States  with 
the  proviso  they  be   cjrown  in  detention  subject  to  inspections   during  two 
growing  se   sons   to  determine  whether   they  may  be  harboring  pests  in  latent 
form.     If   examinations  reveal   the  presence  of  such  peats,    the  plants  are 
destroyed   forthwith.      On   the  other  hand,    if  after   an  appropriate  period 
the  plants  show  no  dangeroua  symptoms,    they  are  released  for  sale  or  further 
propagation.     In  the  Inspections   in  July,   five  specimens   of  Laburnum 
(Golden  Chain  Tree)    and   sixty-five  specimens   of  listeria  showed  symptoms 
of  a  virus   and  the  plants  were  destroyed.      Inspections  were  made  In  November 
and  Pecemb^r  1955  snd    \r<-   May  1956   to  release  stock  that  had  met  detention 
requirements* 

foreign     hlpmentss      During  the  year,   ZZ  special   inspections  were  made  and 
certificates  provided   to  grower*  for  shipments  of  stock  to  foreiim  countries. 
These  included  shipments   of  seeds   to  Belgium  (1)?    rresil    (1);   Canada   (10); 
Seamark   (2}j   Oermany  (1);     Mexico   (1);   Hew  Zealand   (1).     There  were  shin- 
sants  of  carnation  cuttings   to  Denmark  (2);   Germany   (l)j   and   Kasseu  (1). 

fct  shipment   of  orchids  was  consignee1   to  Canada. 
Barberry  Inspection?    representatives   of  tki    r  1  nt     uarsntln  •   f*  ranch  of 
the  Dnited  tes  department  of  Agriculture  inspected  the   Berber  is    (berberry) 

and  Siahonle   atock  in  three  BSftsseehusetts  nurseries  which  have  be*n   granted 

.  i     ■     -i  i 

permits  to  a:row  such  stock   if  non-susceptible   to  the  black-stem  rust  of 
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grains.      Inspectors  reported   that  the  permitee  nurseries   were  conform- 
ing with  the  provisions   of  i  ederal   Plant  Cuarantir.e  Vo.   36  which   -ov*rns 
the  matter. 

rnif     rer  Control  taw:     Applications   for  the  postponement  of  plowinr- 
under  corn  stubble  were  received  from  nine  persona.     These  permits  allow 
t   e  owner   to  seed  cornland   to  a   cover  cron  or  hay  without  plowir>ft-in 
stubble   until   spriri    » 

A  special  survey  to  determine  corn  borer  infestation  was  made 
during  eeamb«r  in  twelve  towns  in  Middlesex  County  and  seventeen  towns 
In  Bristol  County.  As  S  result  of  this  sampling  survey,  it  was  found 
that  the  av^ra^e  number  of  borers  per  plant  in  *  dies ex  County  was  2.1 
and  In  Bristol  County  1.1.  These  figures  indicated  a  low  degree  of  in- 
festation. 

Blister  Rust  Control-Area  Permits:    During  the  fiscal  year,   k28  penults 
were  Issued  to  out-of-state  applicant  nurseries   for  permission   to  ship 
763  currant  bushes   and  17^  jisoos sherry  buahes   Into  Massachusetts  in  con- 
formity with  Federal  Pl^nt  Cuarantlna  Ho,   63.     Applications  numbering  70 
were  denied  because  the  $toek  was  destined  to  restricted  control-area 
townships,     this  quart  ntine  is  designed   to  protect  the  white  pine  trees 
in  the  Commonwealth  frma  further  damage  by  the  white  pine  blister  rust 
disease.      It  Is  of  interest   to  point  out  that  while  a  large  number  of 
permits  were  issued  during  the  year,   83$  covered  shipments  of  one  or 
two  plants  only  and  the  majority  of  these  were  for  specimens  of  Kibes 
altsinum   (Alpine  Currant)    s^ale  plants  of  which  have  feaari   found   to  be 
practically  immune  to  the  disease.         lis   species   is   not  a  fruit-producer . 
but  Is   used  for  ornamental  purposes. 

e  control   program  formerly  supervised  by  this  section  is 
now  hendled  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  ot  natural  F'esouroes  in 
cooper*  ;  with  the  forest  Service  of  the  On i tad  States   Department 

of  ivgriculture. 


Agent*  Licenses;   Licenses   for   the   sal  a  of  nursery  stock  to  Individuals 
other  than  growars  were  issued   to  253  applicants.        ach  applicant  files 
with  this   office  a  list  of  nurserl   p  from  which  he  purchases   stock  or 
whom  he  represents   in  the  capacity  of  a  selesrsan.  e  licenses  are  renaw- 

•ble  on  an  annual   basis. 

Japanese  .  fictles;   Flights   of  Japkinese  beetles   invaded   gardens  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the*  State  durin/?  July  to  the  consternation  of  the  home 
*erdener.     Under  Chapter  3k0,     ets  of  1955,   towns  were  authorised   to 
appropriate  and   Gxvtmti   funds  for  the-  control   of  this   pest  under  rul^e 
and  rr  T'il**t1.ons   of  the  Insect  Control  Fureau  of   the  ^aasfechusetts  depart- 
ment of   'stural  Resources.     Outbreaks  reached  epidemic  proportions   in 
many  many  local iti^  hi *h-li anting  th*  nl&nt  pest  picture  for  tfc©  season* 

uropean    :  arwl  m t   The  Vuropean   earwig  was  a   close  second   to  the  Japanese 
beetle  in  bewildering  the  home  owner  and  home  gardener*  nuisance  rather 

than  the  cause  &t  serious  damage,    these   Insects   increased  in  population 
*»aterially  in  eastern  Massachusetts.     In  recent  years   they  have  snread 
thruout  much  of   Essex  County  and    inl&nd  well  into  ricdleaex  County, 
Isolated  "island*    of   infestation  has   existed   in  Pittsfleld   In   &erfcshil»« 
County  for  a  mimb»?r   9f  years. 

GyPfi?  ^oth   : itustions   A  serious  situation  nationally  developed  with  re- 
spect  te   the  occurrence  &f  the  gypsy  moth.     For  many  years  confined  to 
New  E         -id  and   Rs«  York  with  minor  outbreaks   in  Pennsylvania  and  Michigan 
the  pest  has   Infested  over  eight  million  acres   in  southeastern  i«W  York, 
northeastern  Pennsylve?  ia  and     orthern  ftssj  Jersey,     tinlesa   Immediate  con« 
trol  on  the   extermination  basis   can   be  accornnliahed   the   extensive  hard- 
wood forests    ot  the  Appalachian  and  Ossrk  Mountain  areas  are   in  serious 
danger.     Under  the  leadership  of   the  American  Association  of  Nurserymen 

an  effort  was  made  to  secure  an  additional  Federal  appropriation  to  com- 
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bat  the  new  menace  resultim?  from  the  recent  spread  of  thia  p<et.    ;ie 
gypsy  moth  quarantined  area  la  to  urn   greatly  extended  as  a  part  of  the 
renewed  efforts  to  prevent  further  spread.  The  change  will  Involve  the 
addition  of  areas  in  southeastern  Connecticut  to  include  the  entire  state t 
a  section  in  northern  Vermont  end  an  area  in  southeastern  ^ew  York. 
Other  Pests:  Other  damaging  pests  included  the  rose  chafer  or   rose  bug, 
plant  lice  and  the  birch  leaf  miner.    ant  Lice  on  Norway  maple,  elm 
and  linden  were  the  source  of  irritation  to  automobile  owners  when  park- 
ing beneath  such  trees  because  of  falling  honeydew  which  these  insects 
secrete*   lant  lice  were  also  active  in  causing  galls  on  spruces  and 
were  damaiinr*  to  nasturtiums.    'ttsehold  insects  such  as  ants,  termites, 
fly  ma#s*otsf  carpet  beetles,  fleet,  cockroaches  and  cereal  pests  continued 
to  trouble  the  home-owner  as  evidenced  by  repeated  requests  for  informa- 
tion ebout  the  control  of  these  pests. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  pest  picture,  there  were  no  reports 
of  heavy  feeding  by  the  elm  leaf  beetle;  similarly ,  there  were  no  re- 
ports of  serious  outbreaks  of  the  army  worm. 


Public  relations  activities  of  the  plant  pest  control  section 
Involved  response  to  622  requests  fa*  pest  control  information  by  tele- 
phone and  from  100  persons  visit    the  office  in  person,  In  addition  to 
inquiries  by  mail  which  ere  not  recorded  statistically.    ese  e  cabined 
inquiries  related  to  the  following  pests  $   namely, 


•Anta 


rickets 


Hornets 


•Hose  chafers 


•Birch  leaf  miners  Dog-day  cicadas   ©Japanese  bestirs     *w-tootb  serein 

basils* 


•Dutch  elm  disease 
l?n  leaf  beetles 
irope&n  earwigs 

•Fleas 

ly  maPMTots 
Hickory  gfclls 


Maple  bladder  galls  Silver  fish 
Maple  borers       •Termites 
Feech  tree  borers   Ticks 


ill  bugs 


fomato  horn  worsts 


•Plant  lice  ite  grubs 

Powder  post  beetles 


Book  lice 
•Carpet  beetles 

Centipedes 
•Cereal   p^sts 
•Cloth es  moths 

Clover  mites 
oc  broaches 

•Repeated  requests 


*verel  specimens   of  •raying  Mantis  were  received  for  identify 
cation.     These  are  beneficial  insects   since   thfcy  prey  upon  small   insects 
of  various  sorts.     They  are  seldom  found  in  any  great  members   in  this 
latitude,   but  apparently  were  more  numerous  hereabouts   this  year*       One 
specimen  was  noticed  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  laneuil  Hall   In  Boston 
indicating  perhaps    ttoat  he   (or  she)   may  have  baen  a  hitch-hiker  in  the 
automobile  of  a  visiting  tourist  from  a  more  southern  clime. 

Inquiries   unrelated  to  the  control   of  plfmt  nests   included  a 
great  variety  of  subjects  as   Indicated  by  the  following  listj 
Bat  riddence  Fond  lily  riddance  in  swimming  areas 

Swash  plus  culture  Pruning  fralt  trees 

Christmas   tr<*e  sales  Rabbit  damage  control 

pagwood  eradication 


Contamination  of  vegetables 
1     flood  area 

^Crabgrsss   eradication 
Cranberry  erowin 
Dahlia  culture 
▼ergreen  eultura 
3*ape  culture 


Reforestation 
Rhododendron  culture 
Fose  c\ature 
jsset  Apples,   Source  of   stock 

Seawssd,   Value  as   fertiliser 
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Ground   covers 

Draina/re  rights 

Holly  calture 

Buntim?  licenses 

Insecticide  registration 

aFnotwood   (American     amboo) 
eradication 

»Lawn  management 

He  pie  sugar  industry 

Medicinal   plants 

Hole  riddance 

Mushroora  culture 

Peony  culture 
frflgeon  riddance 
^Poison  ivy  eradication 


Sheep  laurel 
*Shrub   selection  and  ©are 
Snake   Identification 

11   testing  and  analysis 

♦p  removal 
Titanlnf*  pool  sanitation 

Tomato  culture 

Tree  care  and  removal 

Water  lily  eradication 

♦Weed  identification 
ell  water  testing 

*2oysia  grass 


*8  sheeted  requests 


seetln  t;     Assistant  Director  t*owry  attended   the  annual  meeting  of 
the     astern  Plant  Boar  October  26-2?  and  28  at.  Hershey,   Pa.      The 

nesting  wss  devoted  to  a  presents t ion  of  reports   on   the  status  of  the 
gypsy  moth,   oak  wilt,    Japanese  beetle  and  discussion  of  other  pest 
control   and  regulatory  programs.         s  Lowry  was  appointed  Chairman  of 
s  Got&altte©   to  select  a  place  somewhere  in  Hew  *  ngland    for   t&s  annual 
••sting  in  October  1956. 

0^         sober  88,   Supervising  Nursery  Inspector  Kusmiski  attend- 
ed th*  annual  meeting  of  th«*   Massachusetts  I  utch     Xm     isesse  Committee 
»t  th«  State  H^use  in   Boston.      He  also  attended   the  annual  meeting  of   I 
Massachusetts  Tree     ardens*    and   foresters «    association  In  F«fr«    in  Boston, 


At  the  request  of  Commissioner  Hawes,  Wr.  Lowry  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  C ommi ss i oners ,   Secretaries  and 
Directors  of  Agriculture  in  Washington  In  ."arch.  This  meeting  was  called 
for  the  purpose  of  appraising  the  latest  surveys  on  the  present  status 
of  the  gypsy  moth.  In  *?ay,  Mr.  Lowry  visited  the  United  tates  Hepert- 
sent  of  Agriculture  ;  esearch  Centre  at  !<cltsville,  Maryland  for  the  nur- 
sose  of  obtaining  the  latest  information  re  propagation  methods  used  in 
Sevslopin  virus-free  strawberry  plants. 

Hvll  Service  xamln&tlon;  An  examination  for  one  Plant        ppreasor 
Dn  a     inent  basis  was  held  by  th<>  Dlwisitfi  of  Civil  service  on  Oct. 22. 
Rils  examination  was  for  the  purpose  of  filling  one  vacancy  for  general  peat 
Bontrol  duty  and  more  specifically  to  inspect  olanta  and  plant  products 
and  other  articles  regulated  by  the  Fsderal  gypsy  and  brown-tall  moths 
and  Japanese  beetle  quarantines.  All  candidates  failed  to  pass  the  ex- 
uninatlor.,  and,  therefore,  no  list  was  established  for  the  position* 


Ct.  S.  Lowry 
kBB is tan t  Oirector  of 
December  11,  1956  Plant  Pest  Control 


T 
If  July  1,   1955   -  June  30,    1956 

fAIR;       HP  SXriBITS 

1955-1956  v  l  mother  mafortomata  yesr  foe  f.-irs.     The  early  part 

of  the    v  ftl   very  dry  for  crr>   «.     Ve      M      hit  by  hi..  t    tee,    In 

August       i  t  r,    the    r  t  our   fa ire  d  from  163 

to  153  for  ths  yer,      Tvo  of  our  msjor   fain  ftot  open,   due   to    re 

ats.     Our  community   f  irs   suffered  from  loss  of  v  fr   it 

1  its,     Baeause   of  tr  vel  conditions,   our  attendance  suffered* 
i     ya  p  1,136,368  :■  tended  M  stts  fairs,     Sua 

hln  ?nd  fifty-three  f   irs  irare  held   (fourteen  major,  .t  7- three 

con         ty,    t   snty-t&ta*  youth,    seventeen  liv^sto:k,    e  ty-six  ). 

Premium  lists   of      13        irs      »j  by  this  Division,     All  m?jor 

fairs,      :  most  t      '  Liar   fairs  vere   ins   ected  by  members  of 

the  Department  of  ygneulture.     Assistance  v  g    received  in  this  important 
ph£se  of  the   Division   from  count-  id  their   repr        itativeSj    Vfec 

assisted'   In   the    I        action  of  smaller  fairs     nd    filed   t:  •£'*   reports  vith 
Jivision. 

Six  fait  ri-mutuel   racing.      From  t  f irs^Ui, 764.35 

was  derived,    i  t  o£  this      L12    be  sat     I  ide  for  t&a  1956-57   fairs* 

$98,  s  ba   getei  for   the  ;-gricultur  1   Pur        *g  Fund  from  tae   previous 

year's   racing,   tfktm  totaled  $103,263,21.     From  t'-is  $93,000,   the  Division 
contributed  $66,430.05   for  agricultural  premiums  ^on  ■  t  the  e.bove  fairs; 
fairs  themselves  awarded  179,104.59  from  their  on  *_.  ii  /   a    tot 

of  $H7, 534.64  awarded  to  exhibitors  of  agricultural  rets    lacing  t 

yef  r. 

Agriculti...-   I  Laita  tfeis   faat  totaled    71, $<  boys'  an       Iris* 

exhibit        --ounten   to  27,237,    3B%  of   the   total* 

Ths   following   -~~?&z  vere  ■   :e   by  the  division J      tvelve  s, 

seven  trophies,    sixty-five  ■         s,   ei  ?ix  4-1  s,    3:  ons 

snd  one   c;  ttle   blanket*      The  above  vere  mads  at   r5griculturr:l   re      cl 

I 
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shows,  vocational  and  4-H  agricultural  contests,  etc.  A  Paul  Revere 
Bov/l  w,  s      ■  trdod   at   die  Boat  n   Bpfijty  iov  and  th«   Springfield 

flower  Show,   two  excellent  she  ut  in  the  Spring.  c  *<lso 

received  State  ribbons.  i-H  Camp  at     Bifeerst  i    ••  p   rtii  ily  fla 

by  the  Agricultural   Purposes  Fund.     Fifteen  soil   Co  .      Mfaiioa  certifi- 
cates were  awarded  and  twenty-one  gfeen  |       tare  certificates.     The  Fund 
also  paid  for   the  Green  Pastures  Governor* s  /ward. 

At    .•'•tern  States  8         iticn  in  West  Sprits      .'Id,   the  Bftrloloft 
maintains  the  Massachusetts     i  t      hail  tln|  •   pes  n&ltxlti  for 

the   promotion  of  agriculture  I    trj  ouring  Exposition  week.      X&it 

year  the  «aein  section  was   turn        ^er   to  vmtioua    II  taring   the 

City  of  Gloucester,    sponsored,  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Coaaaerce. 
Vegetable  and   fruit   displays  vere   featured  in  the    r        •:  wing,    mM   tbe 
VMsachusetts  Division  of  Apprentice  training j   and   fr  fltfftf    "ish 

exhibit  vere  di:     -    /ed.  in  tibo  left  wing. 

The  State  Bu lag    on  the  Brockton  Fair   grounds,,   &Xso  under   the 

supervision  of  this   Division*    featured   booths   of  n  -tive  vegetebi^s,   e>;iry 
products,    Civil  D®r^n&et   Sew  Snglend  Livestock  Conservation,   farm  iar.  chine  ry, 
Department  of  Register/  of  ,4etor  Vehicles,   and  a  cam  tion  eri^it. 

The  Union  Agricultural  Meeting  vas  held  J&nur.  rj    4-6,   1956  in  Memorial 
.iitorium  in  Worcester,   and  was  one  of  ttfct  best  as  far  as  fttendsnee  roes* 
The  director  was   re-sppointed  Han-get1,   audi  the   clerk  re-appointed  Assist- 
ant Treasurer.      Both  serve  on  lis      I  recutive  Com&ittee   and   attend  meetings 
of  this   committee  and    the  Con&ittee  on  ftfr«ttgopfto%4   dt&fiag   the  year.,   held 
in  co-        -    tl   :i  vit     agricultural    commodity  group  l^c-ders.      The  Division 
arranges   an      .   .eervises   the  saetings  mil!       gftlbitloagii       I  ieV«    i  seventy 

tr.de  exhibitors  occupying  booth  if  IS  both  floor;;,    displaying   t 

latest  equipment  in  farm  machinery,    supplies,    i       .    ,    etc,        "ue. -tional 
exhibits  included  Hew     u  Uiv      cock  Conservation,  M  I  frits 

tat        -on  Service,    Worcester  County  Association  of  Beekeepers,   Mass-..chu- 
etts  Division  of  Bakployment  Security.      4-H  boyr  ■      ,    corn, 
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lamb  .     ,        annual  4-H  iamb  auction  was  b  2  .  T •.  enty-four 
agrl    iral  organ!  etions  .  r.    soci  bi     id  meeting*  ,      fro 

on   to  three  dayfi,  and  all  ■      II  t;  .  led.  they  ver  r    :.  .,  ore* 

•  Auditorium,  Tttd     .    .,    ,  I  U  no.  Horticultural  Eail,  The 
tpartnsnt  of  Agriculture        silver  medals  to  the  out;.  -   i  .  4-H 
boy     girl  in  t    tate  and  to  the  vocation;!  gricuitur-1  winner  of 
the  public  speaking  contest.  The  r. -,-  rtaent  warded  plaouea  to  the  r;irt 
f<  raer  recommended  by  voc  ti  •  I  -gric-iture.1  leaders,     to  a   former 
4-H  member  recommended  by  State  ^'iub  leader  .  fifteen  8$p  rtatent  certi- 
ficates were  presented  to  men  who  carried  on  outstanding  soil  conserva- 
tion practices. 

The  thirty-sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Mas?  c    tts  Agricultural 
ssoci  t        "  s ..   t  the  Hotel    |  m  in  Greenfield  January  9-10, 
1956,  the  Director  reported  to  the  group  on  t;  .  , Imposition  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Pur    s  Fund,  agriculture,!  exploits  at  fairs  m4   ather  H  i  tters 
of  interest  to  fairs  people  t  rou&hout  the  State*   .  z   this    ^ti&£  the 
State  delations  Co  mittee    >tt  I  on  bills  in  the  Legislator-:  ■   --nceroing 

Irs,  A  4-H  Forum  was  he]   on  the  aerits  of  the  Danish  syste   £  judging, 

ich  is  used  at  some  of  our  f.  irs. 

Fnir  meetings  vers  held  in  the  State  throughout  the  yea?  by  the 
Western  Massachusetts  i  irs  Associ,  tion,  the  Eastern  Mas  -:chusetts  Pairs 

societion,  the  Middlesex  county  Fairs  Association  gad  the  Worcester 
County  Fairs     ei  tion,  All  classifications  of  fairs  attended  and  were 
&&ven  advice  in  successfully  qpfrergtliig  mi   improving  tb-iir  fo-irs,  bringing 
^reaium  lists  up  to  date  regarding  classifies ■•  tims,  etc.  Discussions  >ere 

Id  on  m&ny   fair  problems*   Safly  in  the  serin,       fce  meetings  were 
held  throughout  the  State  by   fair  org -mi..:-  tions,  averaging  three  night 
aee tings  -  *eek,  Demons t rations  m         iven  4-H  groups  d  ..    t a  i  winter 
in  dressing  laabs     poultry.  The  Division   Is©  co-oporrted  with  the 
He*  ...  .   .  Livestock  Conserv  tion  As  so  el  tion  on  T.V.  pr..;:.;r;;jiis  and 
its,  £h e  irector  attt        Toronto  Winter  fair* 

y 
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T    Lrlaior         ri   -.:   month  of  June  to  promote  the  dairy 
industry.  A  store        i:  1   I   the  Massachusetts   Indov  at  North 

tion  v   set  up  arinj  National  -   -    ek«   3  a  furt]    Id  to 
Mailer  r.irs,  three  tents  belonging  to  this  Division  -  .  r-  loaned  to 
sm^ll  t  its  .  Itou-  .1  groups  for  the  purpose  of  displaying  their 

agriculture i  exhibits.  Also,  t        ic  i  hen   and  cow  vers   a  ae  to 
org  ..nil',  stiona  for  publieizii.       try  ana  poultry  industries. 

The  Director,  as  a  member,  attended  meetings  of  the  .venue  of     as 
Assoc! -tion,  which  is  :  clearing  house  for  mutual  problems  which  develop 
concerning  the  oper  ti  -1  of  t&e  five  State  bull    9     t  feern  States 

Exposition. 

The  division  issued  a  monthly  fairs  letter  containing  information 
of  interest  to  all  Massachusetts  fir  officials  and  others  connected  vith 
the  feir  business,  <  m      _::o  puhlishe    e  monthly  agricultural  calendar 
listing  agricultural  events.  Lists  of  i   irs  were  i.-tributed  to  fairs 
personnel,  officers  an  commodity  groups,  c  ;io,  press,  --rid   others  re- 
questing sue    e'ormetion.  &sdio  bro;        »i   ■  le  durittg  the  ye  r 
aOBcerning  the  agriculture!  and  educational  y.  iue  of  fairs,  4-H  work, 
Uni:?n   ricultural  Meeting,  etc. 

A  committee,  working  in  co-ope  r  tion  with  the  Division,  met  sever  el 
times  during  the  year  to  revise  the  suggested  stance rd  premium  lists, 
•fee  these  new  lists  of  classifications  were    .t  to  seer  t  ties  of  ell 
•>ut  major  fairs  for  -   in  planning  their  1956  premium  lists. 

Appiic  tiono  were  received  this  year  from  173  fairs  for  State  pri  e 
money  for  agrici   e       Lisas  for  next  year's  she  vs. 


APIARY  INSPECTION  -  Inspection  Season:  May.  195  ■■     September,  1955 
By  -  Milo  R.  Bacon,  Chief  Apiary  Inspector 

Due  to  the  seasonal  nature  of  beekeeping,  our  inspections  begin 
vpril  and  end  la  October.         re,   t  a  ^statistical  report  is  f^r  t  at 
Lod.  It  shows  a  very  satisfactory  t  ever  any  previous  year 

!*e>ssachu  setts  for  cur  disease  control  results,   £robabl  tat  biggest  fact  r 

a  drop  in  percentage  of   casss  of  Jlmerican  ffoulbrood,  is  t  e  better 
o  ^ulfathia-ole  and  Terramycin.  ro  raa  of  educa  I    or  the 

keep  rs  in  the  use  of  ra  s  Instead  oi  tne  olc.   oethod  of  burnin  ,  has 
a  promoted  by  this  apartment  continuously.    *ry  opportunity  to  jaeet 
h   the  bee.s  ep  is  county  groups  has  been  followed.   Six  counties  are 
inlsed  and  a  state  federation  of  betfctspsrs  with  delegates  from  the  local 
ups  is  also  active  anci  doing  a  good  ^ob  to  promote  beekeeping  for  hot 
Unit  ion  and  honey  production. 

k%   the  present  tise,  June  30.  the  six  deputy  inspectors  are  earry- 
out  a  thcr     inspection  town  by  town.    te  early  period,  4pril  and 
,  was  devoted  to  special  follow-up  work  i    ->iariee  where  disease  had 
a  found  last  year  and  apparent  control  had  been  reported  bj   the  owner, 
is  our  policy  to  checs  to  make  sure  because  the  bacterial  spores  which 
3e  bee  diseases  can  exist  in  strange  places  and  re-L&fect  when  least 
jcte  .  Cleanliness  of  .lives  and  equipment  ban  been  our  watcnwora  for 
r  years* 

A  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  colonies  of  b«es  is  evident 
-he  state  as  a    la,  but  there  is  a  strong  trend  to  iar (•?     ries 
isjsy  individuals  who  rent  their  bees  for  pollination,  The  cranberry 
rers  have  Increased  their  demand  for  such  service.   Apple  growers  are 
>ffiiag  fewer  in  number,  but  t.-ie  remaining  good  orchards  make  definite 
tads  for  bees  to  make  their  set  of  fruit  possible. 

On  the  following  par;e  is  t  e  statistical  report  for  the  season 
'  •  (itoch  to  ve  teaser). 
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BONDING  AND  LICENSING  OF  MILK  DEALERS  AND  POULTRY  DEALERS 

James  H.  Collins,  Senior  Bonding  Investigator 
July  l,'lM5  -  June  36,  1956 a 

Milk  Dealers 

The  license  year  begins  March  1st  of  each  year.  For  the  fiscal 
year  379  dealers  applied  for  a  license,  but  for  the  record  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  396  dealers  applied  for  the  calendar  year.  On  a  fiscal  year 
basis  there  was  a  decline  of  16,  but  a  gain  of  one  on  a  calendar  year 
basis.   Seven  dealers  had  bonds  returned  to  them  after  final  audits, 
and  the  total  value  of  these  bonds  was  $4,800.  One  dealer  had  his  bond 
foreclosed,  and  the  monies  distributed  according  to  law,  and  the  bond 
value  was  $1,500. 

Continued  help  was  given  to  a  number  of  small  dealers  who  had  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  surety  bonds.  Analysis  of  the  financial  statements 
proved  helpful  with  our  knowledge  of  the  backgrounds  of  these  men.  One 
dealer  that  we  helped,  who  has  been  struggling  successfully  to  become 
economically  sound,  became  suddenly  embarrassed  because  a  trusted  employee 
embezzled  funds.  The  situation  is  being  worked  out. 

Collateral  on  file  with  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  is  listed 

below: 

July  1,    1955       July  1,    1956       Increase 
Bank  books  IS547750B         J324, 614.00 

Surety  bonds  829,200.00  847,100.00 

Bonds  343,830.00  336,600.00 

Mortgages  62,593.00  62,593.00 

Miscellaneous  8,525.00  8,200.00 

Life  insurance  policies  66,510.00  69,550.00 

Stock  59,000.00 48,900.00 

il, 674  3S2.66  il, 6^7  757.66 i*3, 375.00 


Work  done  on  legal  forms: 


Notes  received  $176,295.00 

Notes  returned  170,820.00 

Surety  bonds  received  847,100.00 

il.W4!5lb.60 


-2- 

Informal  hearings  were  held  on  twenty  applications. 

The  problem  created  by  distribution  of  milk  in  the  gallon  container 
created  problems  which  required  shifting  of  milk  purchased  by  the  dealers 
to  meet  competition  effectively,  A  true  picture  is  not  available  re- 
garding the  future  of  certain  small  distributors.   A  new  distributing 
container  has  created  management  problems  and  financial  problems  with 
regard  to  new  fillers. 

Two  formal  hearings  were  set  up.  One  was  brought  to  a  conclusion 
by  the  payment  to  one  farmer  of  an  underpayment  which  was  alleged  by 
the  farmer.  The  second  resulted  in  requiring  the  dealer  to  dispose  of 
his  business.   Because  of  sickness,  the  dealer  was  hopelessly  in  finan- 
cial straits,  and  his  business  was  being  operated  by  remote  control  to 
the  advantage  of  a  third  party.  The  attorney  for  the  dealer  was  given 
time  to  try  to  help  the  dealer,  but  he  claimed  that  the  only  solution 
was  bankruptcy. 

The  usual  customary  checks  were  made  by  one  investigator  during 
the  year  with  farmers,  dealers,  State  and  Federal  agencies,  insurance 
companies  and  banks.  This  was  in  addition  to  full  work  on  poultry 
bonding. 

TRENDS 

Small  dealers  are  still  being  eliminated.  The  gallon  jug  method 
of  distribution  has  cut  into  their  sales,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  some 
small  dealers  have  set  up  to  distribute  gallon  jug  milk  and  have  in- 
creased their  quart  volume  of  sales.  This  method  of  selling  milk  has 
reduced  their  distributing  costs.   Even  though  sales  have  increased,  the 
net  remains  about  the  same,  because  the  spread  between  cost  of  milk  and 
retail  price  has  been  contracted. 


•-'   ,jr«?  -  — <■  . 
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Bulk  tank  pickup  continues  on  the  increase,  and  this  form  of  collec- 
tion of  milk  is  now  quite  general. 

General  prosperity  is  still  here,  and  the  milk  producer  is  breaking 
even,  while  he  pays  rising  prices  for  the  goods  he  buys  and  also  pays 
higher  taxes  with  the  general  trend  throughout  the  nation. 

Cow  population  is  relatively  constant,  and  we  look  for  no  major 
changes  at  the  moment. 

Poultry  Dealers 

Dealers  applying  for  licenses       157       Prior  Year       184 
Number  of  trucks  licensed  297        H    "         316 

Bonds  posted,  penal  sum        $733,000  $784,000 

Note  the  decreased  number  of  applicants  for  licenses  this  year  against 
the  prior  year.  This  trend  continues,  because  the  grain  outlets  control 
an  increased  percentage  of  production. 

The  growers  are  eliminating  the  risk  of  fluctuating  prices  by 
growing  contracts.  The  1955  amendment  protects  the  grower.  One  hearing 
was  held  involving  $700  to  three  farmers.  The  insurance  company  has  been 
notified  after  lengthy  investigation  brought  about  by  counter  charges. 
Because  poultry  was  sold  at  a  price  below  cost  during  most  of  1956,  sub- 
stantial losses  were  suffered  by  the  growers.  No  relief  is  in  sight, 
because  the  hatcheries  still  are  operating  near  capacity  -  thus  creating 
a  supply  which  is  being  moved  at  distressed  prices.  The  retail  spread 
in  the  stores  is  above  normal. 

Two  cases  were  pending  one  year  ago  and  are  still  pending.  One  case 
will  be  heard  in  the  fall  of  1956.   In  the  other  case,  court  procedures 
have  been  instituted  against  several  claimants  of  the  bond.   No  decision 
can  be  reached  until  these  court  cases  are  settled.  Investigation  was  made 
on  a  number  of  complaints  throughout  the  state.  Continued  conferences  have 

been  held  with  farmers,  insurance  companies,  grain  companies  and  attorneys. 

♦  *#**#****♦#♦ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  Tm 

13$   IN   G        m     J  ,       y-  T       ID  BUREAU 

1956-1957 

~  te    .epartment  of  agriculture  and  the  farm  organisations  sponsored 
several  Important  legislative  measures  during  the  1956  legislative  session 
that  were  enacted  into  law  and  will   contribute  to  the  further  development 
Df  productive  agriculture  in  this  Commonwealth.     $hB  Massachusetts  Farm 
Bureau  with  it.3   characteristic  foresight  and  understanding  of  farm  problems 
and  le  islative  proceedures  was  a  predominant  factor  in  the  successful   con- 
slusion  of   the  agricultural   legislative  program, 

USB  SKEHS  POH  TlGl   C;HTKOL   Q*  »j      JO  CHu 

BY  BIRDS 

Chapter  lli8  of  the  General  Laws  was  amended  to  permit  farmers  to  use 
Firecrackers  for  tie  control  of  damage  for  their  crops  by  birds  under 
the  provisions  of  the  following  act  approved  March  19,  1956* 
Section  39  of  chapter  llj.8  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended  by  section  1 
)f  chapter  291  of  the  Act 8  of  19U3,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  '' firearms ",  in  line  !|7,  the  following:  -  (9)  to  farmers  and 
Fruit  growers  who,  having  obtained  a  permit  under  section  thirteen  of 
shapter  forty-ei^ht,  use  firecrackers  for  the  control  of  dar&ajgc  to  their 
srops  by  birds. 

PffON  Q    ^RTAIH  FAHM  MACHINERY  Ff  I    OCAL 

TAXATION 

Farming  utensils  sm&  farm  machinery  with  certain  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions were  exempted  from  local  taxation  under  the  provisions  of  the  follow- 
ing legislative  Act   approved  May  22,   1956. 

Chapter-  3^4*    section  5  of  chapter  59  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended 
3y  ftrU&ng  out  clause  twentieth,    as  most  recently  amended  by  chapter  347 
)f  the  acts  of  1953,    as6  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  clause s- 
Fwentisth.,         s  wearing  apparel,   farming  utensils  and   cash  on  hand  of  every 
person  and  the  tools  of  his  trade  if  a  mechanic,   to   any  amount;    and  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  a  total  value  of  one  thousand  dollars   ia  respect  to 
she  farm  machinery,   ot-ier  than  motor  vehicles  and  trailers  upon  which  a 
aotor  vehicle  or  trailer  excise  is  payable,   owned  by  individuals  and 
partnerships  engaged  principally  in  agriculture;   and  to  an  smcunt  not  ex- 
ceeding a  total  value*  of  five  thousand  dollars  in  respect  to  all   the  articles 
isreinafter   specified  in  this  clause,  his  household  furniture  and  effects, 
including  jewelry,  pi  ate  %  works  of  art,  musical  instruments,   radios, televl  si  on 
3ets  end  gorr^e  or  stable  occessori?.::,    in  storage  in  a  public  warehouse 
cept  and  rcrlnt£-.ned  under  chapter  one  hundred  and  five  or  used  or   commonly 
cept  in  or  about  the  dwelling  of  which  he  is  the  owner  of  record  of  for  the 
ise  of  which  he  is  obligated   to  pay  rent,    and  vhich  is   the  place  of  his 
somicile,   and  boats,   fishing  gear  and  nets  owned  and  actually  used  by  him  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  business  if  engaged  exclusively  in  commercial  fishing; 
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provided,  that  in  the  case  of  household  furniture  and  effects  the 
combined  exemption  of  husband  and  wife  shall  not  exceed  five 
thousand  dollars;  provided,  that  failure  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  sections  twenty-nine  and  sixty-one  relative  to  the 
filing  of  a  list  of  hi  a  personal  estate  with  the  assessors  shall 
not  be  a  bar  to  an  abatement  of  the  tax,  if  any,  imposed  upon  such 
personal  estate. 

ADDITIONAL  POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  THE  STATE  SOIL 
CONSERVATION  COMMITTEE 

Soil  Conservation  Districts  have  been  organized  in  all  agricultural 
counties  in  the  Commonwealth  and  these  districts  have  performed  an 
outstanding  service  in  preventing  soil  erosion  and  conserving  our 
soil  resources  that  are  essential  to  the  continuing  operation  of 
farming  operations.   The  Soil  Conservation  Act  that  was  enacted  into 
Law  in  19l|5  was  amended  in  1956  to  include  the  prevention  of  flood 
water  and  sediment  damage  so  that  the  law  now  in  effect  offers  to  the 
farmers  an  opportunity  to  control  the  flood  waters  that  have  caused 
great  damage  in  the  past  and  which  through  scientific  retention  and 
usage  will  provide  the  life  blood  of  crops  when  needed  during  the 
summer  months • 

The  amended  sections  of  Chapter  328b  of  the  General  Laws  read  as  follows; 
Chapter  5l3-section  l.  The  third  paragraph  of  section  3  of  chapter  128B 
of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  subdivision  1, 
as  appearing  in  chapter  531  of  the  acts  of  19i|5»  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  following  subdivision :- 

1.   To  encourage  and  assist  educational  work  in  soil  conservation  and 
prevention  of  flood  water  and  sediment  damages  through  co-operation  with 
the  University  of  Massachusetts,  trustees  for  county  aid  to  agriculture 
and  the  trustees  of  county  agricultural  schools; 

Section  2.   Said  third  paragraph  of  said  section  3  of   said  chapter  128B 
is  hereby  further  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  the  following  subdivision :- 
9.   To  authorize  such  districts  to  carry  out  measures  for  the  prevention 
of  flood  water  and  sediment  damages. 

Section  3»  Section  7  of  Said  chapter  128B,  as  so  appearing,  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out  subdivision  1  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following  subdivision:  - 

1.   To  conduct  surveys,  investigations  and  research  relating  to  the 
character  of  soil  erosion  and  flood  prevention  and  prevention  of  sediment 
damages  and  the  preventive  and  control  measures  needed,  to  publish  the 
results  of  such  surveys,  investigations  or  research,  and  to  disseminate 
information  concerning  such  preventive  and  control  measures;  provided, 
that, in  order  to  avoid  duplication  of  research  activities,  no  district 
shall  initiate  any  research  program  except  in  co-operation  with  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  commonwealth  or  its  departments,  boards  or  commissioner, 
or  with  the  United  States  or  any  of  tts  agencies; 

Section  4»   Said  section  7  of  said  chapter  128B  is  hereby  further 
amended  by  striking  out  subdivisions  3  and  2|  and  inserting  in  place  there- 
of the  two  following  subdivisions :- 

3»   To  co-operate,  or  enter  into  agreements  with, and  within  the  limits  of 
appropriations  duly  made  by  law,  to  furnish  financial  or  other  aid  to  any 
agency,  governmental  or  otherwise,  or  any  occupier  of  lands  within  the 
district,  in  the  carrying  on  of  erosion  control  and  prevention  operations 
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and  measures  to  prevent  flood  water  and  sediment  damages  within 
the  district,  subject  to  such  conditions  as  the  supervisors  may 
deem  necessary  to  advance  the  purposes  of  this  chapter; 

1|.   To  acquire  or  make  available,  on  such  terms  as  they  shall 
prescribe,  to  land  occupiers  within  the  district,  necessary  mach- 
inery, equipment  and  materials  to  assist  such  land  occupiers  to  carry 
Dn  operations  upon  their  lands  for  the  conservation  of  soil  resources, 
for  the  prevention  and  control  of  soil  erosion,  and  to  promote  wise  use 
:>f  land  and  the  prevention  of  flood  water  and  sediment  damages; 
Section  5»   ^aid  section  7  of  said  chapter  12$B  is  hereby  further  amended 
by  striking  out  subdivision  6  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following 
subdivision:- 

d.   To  develop  comprehensive  plans  for  the  conservation  of  soil  resources 
and  for  the  control  and  prevention  of  soil  erosion  and  prevention  of 
flood  water  and  sediment  damages  within  the  district,  which  shall  specify 
Ln  such  detail  as  may  be  practicable  the  acts,  procedures,  performances 
and  avoidances  which  are  necessary  or  desirable  for  accomplishing  such 
plans,  including  the  specification  of  engineering  operations,  methods  of 
cultivation,  growing  of  vegetation,  cropping  programs,  tillage  practices, 
and  changes  in  use  of  land;  and  to  publish  such  plans  and  information 
and  bring  them  to  the  attention  of  occupiers  of  lands  with  the  district; 

REIMBURSEMENT  0?  JHE  EXCISE  TAX  ON  CERTAIN  FUELS 
USED  EY  I  PERSQS  ENGAGED  IN  THE  BUSINESS  OP  FARMING. 

The  use  of  tractors  and  other  mechanized  equipment  on  farms  has 
developed  a  greater  use  of  combustible  fuels  and  the  increasing  cost 
due  to  excise  taxes  has  increased  the  cost  of  production  of  farm  products 
that  has  placed  our  farmers  in  an  unfavorable  position  to  meet  competition 
from  other  states.   The  reimbursement  provided  in  the  following  legisla- 
tion will  give  some  relief  to  our  agricultural  industry  that  has  always 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  economic  balance  and  growth  of  our 
Industrial"  life. 

Chapter  552  -  oection  1.   The  first  sentence  of  section  7  of   chapter  6I4.A 
of  the  General  Laws,  as  most  recently  amended  by  section  3  of  chapter  377 
Df  the  acts  of  1952,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "person"  in  line  2,  the  words:-  other  than  one  engaged  in  the  business 
Df  farming. 

Section  2,   ^aid  chapter  Gl\.A   is  hereby  further  an  ended  by  inserting  after 
3ection  7  the  following  section:  -  Section  7A.   -&ny  person  engaged  in  the 
business  of  farming  who  shall  buy  any  fuel  on  which  an  excise  has  been 
paid  or  is  chargeable  under  this  chapter  and  who,  having  consumed  the 
same  on  a  farm  for  farming  purposes,  shall  have  received  a  refund  of  the 
federal  gasoline  tax  paid  on  account  of  such  fuel  pursuant  to  section 
S^20  of  subchapter  B  of  chanter  65  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  of  1954, 
shall  be  reimbursed  the  amount  of  said  excise  in  the  manner  and  subject 
bo  the  conditions  herein  provided.   Claim  for  reimbursement  of  said  excise 
with  respect  to  fuel  used  during  the  one-year  period  ending  on  June  thirt- 
ietb-iof  any  year  shall  be  filed  on  or  before  September  thirtieth  of  the 
same  year,   ouch  claim  shall  be  on  a  form  prescribed  by  the  state  tax 
commission  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  federal  claim  for 
refund  filed  pursuant  to  said  section  6I+20.  Within  three  months  from 
the  date  of  allowance  of  said  federal  refund  claim,  proof  of  such  allow- 
ance shall  be  filed  with  the  state  tax  commission  in  form  satisfactory  to  V 
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tax 


Within  thirty  days  after  receipt  of  such  proof,  the  state 
commission  shall  transmit  all  claims  approved  by  it  to  th, 
comptroller  for  certification,  and  the  amount  approved  by  the 
commission  and  certified  as  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  forthwith 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  excise  tax  levied  under  this  chapter 
without  specific  appropriation. 

Section  3»   This  act  shall  take  effect  with  respect  to  fuel 
purchased  on  and  after  January  first,  nineteen  hundred  and 
fix  by- six. 

ESTABLISHMENT  C      ATER  RESOURCES  DIVISION 

Massachusetts  has  come  to  a  full  realization  that  the  Hater  re- 
sources of  the  commonwealth  must  be  controlled  and  saved.   An 
adequate  supply  of  water  is  vital  to  our  farming  operations  manu- 
facturing, municipal  water  supplies,  recreational  developments 
and  other  fundamental  purposes,   The  Federal  Government  has  passed 
legislation  that  is  intended  to  give  financial  assistance  to  states 
that  will  cooperate  under  sound  legislation  to  coordinate  its 
activities  with  federal  and  other  agencies  to  prevent  disastrous 
flood  and  conserve  water  resources  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture, 
industry,  recreation,  wild  life  and  domestic  consumption. 
Chapter  620.  An  Act  Lstablishing  Is  the  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  a  Water  Resources  Division  and  Defining  the  Fowers  and 
Duties  oi'  said  division. 

The  Preamble  of  this  Chapter  which  states  its  purposes  reads  as 
follows: 

"Whereas,  -he  deferred  operation  of  this  act  would  tend  to  defeat 
Its  purpose,  which  is  to  establish  forthwith  a  division  of  water 
resources  in  the  department  of  natural  resources  under  the  control 
of  a  water  recources  commission  which  shall  be  the  agent  of  the 
commonwealth  in  co-ordinating  all  activities  of  federal,  state  and 
other  agencies  in  the  conservation,  development,  utilization  and 
disposal  of  water  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  loss  of  life  and 
damage  to  property  by  erosion,  floodwater  and  sediment  in  the  water- 
sheds of  the   commonwealth,  and  to  obtain  necessary  financial  assistance 
from  the  federal  government,  therefore  It  is  hereby  declared  to  be  an 
emergency  law,  necessary  for  the  immediate  preservation  of  the  public 
safety  and  convenience. 

IMPROVED  FACILITIES  FOR  EXHIBITING  AHB  DISPLAYING 
THE  PRODUCTS  OF  FARM  AND  INDUSTRY 

The  State  Buildings  at  .est  Springfield  and  Brockton  used  for  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  exhibitions  have  been  in  need  of  remodeling 
and  repair  for  several  years  in  order  to  effectively  display  the 
great  variety  of  products  of  farm  and  factory.   The  provisions  of 
tne  following  legislative  act  of  1956  will  allow  the  use  of  Agri- 
cultural Purpose  Funds  to  be  used  for  this  long  needed  improvement. 
Chapter  69I1.   An"  Act  Authorizing  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to 
Maintain,  Repair  and  Remodel  the  State  Agricultural  and  Industrial 
Buildings  In  West  Springfield  and  Brockton. 

Section  2  of  chapter  126  of  the  General  Laws,  as  most  recently 
amended  by  section  3  of  chapter  598  of  the  acts  of  I9l{-1,  is  hereby 
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further  amended  by  adding  at  tha  end  of  paragraph  (f )  tha 
following  now  sentence:  -      parly  display  exhibits 
a  thori so-  la  this  para&raph,  tha  department  may  e  spend 

aa  may  be  a^    riated  therefor  for  the  painting, 
renovation,  renodeling  and  maintenance  of  the  state  agrl* 

surs-    and  J    bulk     kg   in  the  town  of  West     pring- 

fie»ri  and  in  the  city  of  ,roe±£ton« 

e^uives.  affecting  agriculture,  wore  passed  by 
s  1?  .tore  in  195©.        '-«  new  legislation  that  may  result 

tr         ie  study  and  investigations  provided  in  these  resolves 
will  hfeve  an  import «nt  tenc*  on  the  progress  of  our  agri- 

cultural  achievements* 


Chap,  il 
69 


i  w , 


tat  oeial  commission,    to  consist  of 

or  the   senate   to  be  designated  by  the  presi- 
de: ierftvi ,   xiit  aiemoers  of  the  h^use  of  representatives 

be  deb  ie  speaker  thereof  and  four  perr;*aas, 

two  of  Ihem  shall  be  residents  of  Worcester  county,   to  be 
appointed   ly  fca        vveroor,   is  hereby  established  for  t  e 
-rpose  of  aiaxing  an  invest         ion  and  study  of  the  edvisa- 
Lity  of  SrttabVtakia\g  a  county  agricultural  school  in 
^re^ster  county,   and   *n  cultural  center  wher#  said 

and     overamefital   agricultural   and  t&m  agencies  shall  be 
lot  ,   w*>ere  adult  edue*        i&i  opportunities  in  dairy!      , 

< , .-  ,;:.,,     etrdeaiag,  fr^is  ,-:-ros -n-.r  fioric-;ituro,  ■ftpjcetl&g 
and  8"  petatMNl  subjects  shall  be  of  fared  and  certain 

.  services  in  milk  te  ,    soil  testing,   end  c  se 

>rol  snail   be  furnished  to  the  residents  of  asid 

id  c  sider   such  sites  as  may  be  avail- 

able and  desi  cation  ^£  said   school  and  c         r, 

and  the  ,         .Uiity  of  acquiring   certain  buildings  owned  by  the 
state  ur  the  federal   government,   the  costs  of  acquiring  such 

s,    and   the  approxinst      .  -ats  of  construe  ih  school 

and  center  and   stai  equip  the  same.  Bisaioa 

1  be  vided  with   quarters   in  the  state  house  or  elsewhere, 

may  hold  public  hearings  and  may  travel  within  Witts  the 

monwsalt    .         te   commission  may  Qxp&n$  for  expert,   clerical 
other  as  slat  am  e  and  for  expenses  such  tuna  as  »ay  be  « 
pria  .herefor,        aid  cunmiasion  shall   report  to  the  general 

court  the  results   of  its  investigation  arid   study,    and  its  re- 
c^irsmendatioii,,  if  any,    togel  i  drafts  of  legislation 

cess^ry   to  carry  said  recommendations   into   effect,      y  filing 
■a  wit  *  the  cler^  of    the   senate  not  later  than  the  last 
f  leceiiber  i  ■  carrent  year* 

dismission  consists  of  the  following  members j 

oera  ...a  a  a  of  representatives  »<  * 

\>voren,   John,  ril^orcF 
inn,   Philip  -pencer 

n,    rUiur,      e ^minster 
„ne ,        f ford, Clin ten 
•ien,  tor,   tfaynham 


Sraham,   Phill]       .      ^miiton 
jbenoit,    fwal  ridg« 


.--  —  -J*. 
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UNPAID  SPECIAL  CC  IDER  THE  ADVISABILITY  OF 

BLISHIHO  AN  AGRICULTURAL  SCHOOL  AND  CENTER  IN  WORCESTER  COUNTY 

Members  appointed  by  the  Governor: 


Chandler,  John,   Sterling  Jet., 
Havens //Irs.  Stanle$30  Salisbury  St., 
Elliott,  Vviiiiam  S.  2$\\   Purchase  St., 


Hold en 
Milford 


Chapter  101  RES^LV_,  PROVIDING  FOR   AN  INV.      riOI  AND  STUDY  BY 

A  SPECIAL  COMMISSIOH  RELATIV .     STABLISHMENT  OP 

A  RETAIL  MARKET  AREA  IN  THE  CITY  OP  BOSTON  FOR  THE 
OCCUPANCY  OP  STREET  STANDS. 

Resolved,  That  an  unpaid  special  co .  .mission,  consisting  of  two 
members  of  the  senate  to  be  designated  by  the  president  thereof, 
three  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  be  designated 
by  the  speaker  thereof,  one  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor, two  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  the  commissioner  of  the  state  department  of  public 
works  or  a  person  designated  by  him,  is  hereby  established  to 
make  an  investigation  and  study  of  the  problem  of  designating  a 
certain  area  in  the  downtown  section  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  a 
market  area  for  the  sale  of  fresh  provisions  or  perishable  pro- 
duce or  other  merchandise  from  street  stands  or  trucks,  pushcarts 
or  other  vehicles,  with  a  view  to  protecting  the  livelihood  of 
the  vendors  and  pedlars  whose  businesses  have  been  seriously 


affected  by  reason  of  the  construction 
Said  commission  shall  be  provided  with 
or  elsewhere,  may  hold  public  hearings 
ai  d  other  services  such  sums  as  may  be 
commission  shall  report  to  the  general 


of  the  Boston  Central  Artery, 
quarters  in  the  state  house 
and  may  expend  for  clerical 
appropriated  therefor.  Said 
court  the  results  of  its  in- 


vestigation and  study,  and  its  recommendations,  if  any,  together 
with  drafts  of  legislation  necessary  to  carry  such  recommendations 
into  effect,  by  filing  the  same  with  the  clerk  of  the  house  of 
representatives  not  later  than  the  last  Monday  of  December  in  the 
current  year. 

The  Commission  consists  of  the  following  members: 


Senators 

Holmes,  l.eiwland,   Weymouth 

Umana,  kario      Boston 


Representatives 
Capraro,  Charles,  Boston 
Mahan,  Arthur  U.   Leominster 
Brown,  John  D.    Boston 


Appointed  by  the  Governor: 

Waring,  Lloyd  B.  Esc.,  Melrose 

Appointed  by  the  Mayor: 

Hyland,  George  G.   Cor-imissioner  of  Public  Works, Boston 
Reilly,  l&m. Arthur   Chairman,  Boston  Traffic  Committee 
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91  lUiki-  RE30LVE  PROVIDING  FoR  AN  IHVBSTIOATIOH  AND  STUDY 

BY  A    SPECIAL  C  D  HVE  10  SLAUGHTERHOUSE 

FACILITIES  WITHIN  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

Resolved,  That  an  unpaid  special  commission  to  consist  of  two 
members  oi'  the  senate  to  be  designated  by  the  president  thereof, 
five  members  of  the  house  of  repreentatives  to  be  designated  by 
the  speaker  thereof,  and  two  persons  to  be  appointed  b,"  the 

-vernor,  is  hereby  established  to  make  an  investigation  raid 
study  of  the  subject  of  slaughterhouse  facilities  in  the  common- 
wealth, including  businesses  related  thereto,  with  a  view  to  the 
provis-on  of  adequate  slaughterhouse  facilities  in  the  common wealth, 
oaid  coi mission  shall  confer  and  co-operate  with  the  state  depart- 
ment of   agriculture  in  such  investigation  and  study.   laid  commission, 

in  the  course  of  its  investigation  and  study,  shall  also  consider 
the  subject  matter  of  current  senate  document  numbered  698  relative 
to  establishing  the  Brighton  abattoir  authority  and  providing  for 
the  acquisition  of  certain  property  used  as  an  abbattoir  in  the 
Brighton  district  of  the  city  of  Boston.   Said  coranission  shall  be 
provided  with  quarters  in  the  state  house  or  elsewhere,  and  may 
expend  for  clerical  assistance  expert  and  engineering  and  other 
assistance,  such  sums  as  may  be  appropriated  therefor.    aid 
commission  nay  hold  hearings,  may  summon  and  examine  witnesses 
and  require  by  subpoena  the  production  of  books  and  papers,  and 
may  travel  within  and  without  the  commonwealth  in  the  performance 
of  its  duties.   Said  commission  shall  report  to  the  general  court 
the  results  of  its  investigation  and  study,  and  its  recommendations, 
if  any,  together  with  drafts  of  legislation  necessary  to  carry  such 
recommendations  into  effect,  by  filing  the  same  with  the  clerk  of 
the  senate  on  or  before  the  first  Uednesday  in  March  in  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

The  Commission  consists  of  the  following  members: 

Senators  Representatives 

St  one,  Edward,   >>sterville  Mullaly,  Tlillville 

Gibney,  f.ebster,  Webster  Enright,  Pittsfield 

Tsncrati,  «rmand3  Springfield 


appointed  by  the  Governor 


Brox,     Dracut 
Shitmore,  Sunderland 


Watson,  Donald,  5>86  Roosevelt  ^ve.,  Springfield 
acJ   lane,  John  C.  261+  East  -t.,  Sanover 


.--      -    rrc 


STATE  RECLAMATION  BOA'iD 
ANNUAL    ORT 

1955  —  1956 


The  state  Reclamation  -;oard,  which  serves  in  the  department 
of  Agriculture,  operates  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  Z$2   of 
the  General  Laws.   It  superseded  the  old  State  Drainage  Board  in 
1921  when  the  formation  of  reclamation  districts  was  authorized. 
Later  in  1929,  following  the  enactment  of  Chapter  286  of  that 
year,  the  activities  of  the  Board  were  further  extended  to  in- 
clude drainage  for  the  control  of  mosquitoes,   as  the  Soil 
Conservation  Districts  gradually  took  over  improvement  of  wet 
lands  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  private  interests  began 
to  improve  similar  areas  for  industrial  sites,  the  Board's 
activities  became  centered  around  drainage  for  the  improvement 
of  comfort  and  health. 

The  enactment  of  Chapter  112  of  the  acts  of  1931  represents 
the  initial  impetus  behind  the  rapidly  expanding  mosquito  con- 
trol program  in  Massachusetts.   This  act  provided  State  funds 
for  the  installation  of  mosquito  control  ditches  on  practically 
all  salt  marsh  from  the  Cape  Cod  Canal  to  the  New  Hampshire 
state  line  and  included,  also,  I-artha's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket 
Island,   When  the  salt  marsh  ditcning  authorized  under  this  act 
was  completed,  approximately  ^1,200,000  had  been  expended  for 
control  of  salt  marsh  mosquitoes.   This  legislation  specifies 
that  each  year  the  Board  shall  estimate  the  sums  of  money  neces- 
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sary  to  properly  maintain  these  mosquito  control  works  con- 
structed  In  any  city  or   town,    the   sums   so  certified   are    to  be 
raised   and  appropriated  by  these   cities   and   towis,    and  these 
sums   are   to  be   paid   into   the   State   Treasury  and   later  disbursed 
therefrom  on  warrants   drawn  by  the  Bo.       .      During   that  perlc    , 
the    State    sponsored  mosquito   control  pro;  ram  was   supplemented 
by  local  projects:   namely,    the    llantucket,   the   !Tatick  and  the 
Belmont-Cambric   •«•   atertown  Projects   all  established  under  the 
provisions    of   Chapter  2$2   of   the    "eneral  Laws.      The    Cape    cod 
Project,    originating  at  this   time,    required  special  legislation 
because   the   sponsors   preferred   to  finance   their  project  by  means 
of   a  mosquito  control  assessment  levied   annually  on  all  tax- 
payers  in  Barnstable   County. 

At  the   close   of  World  war   II   interest   In  mosquito  control 
became   greatly  intensified  with  the   result  that  during  the   follow- 
ing  decade    several   additional  projects   appeared.      Among  the  more 
important  were:    (1)    the   Berkshire   County  Project   authorized  by 
Chapter  k£6  of  the   acts   of   191*5*    (2)    the  ~ast  Middlesex  Project 
composed  of  fourteen  cities   and  towns   organized  under  the  pro- 
visions  of    Chapter  2%2   of   the   General  Laws,    (3)    the   South  Shore 
Project  with   ten  cities   and  towns   also   organized  under  Chapter 
2%2   of   the  General  Laws,    and   (l±)    the   ?rorfolk   County  Project 
authorized  by  Chapter  3^1  of   the   acts   of   1956.      In   addition, 
a  Bristol   County  Project,   created  by  chapter  f>06  of   the   acts 
of   19p6,    is   expected   to  begin  operations   during  the   1957  mos- 
quito season. 
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The   Board  concerns    itself,    also,   with   the   greenhead  fly 
nuisance   problem  most  prevalent  along  the   seacoast.      Under  the 
provisions   of    Chapter  58   of    the  Resolves  of   19i+6,    the   Board 
investigated   and  studied   the     ;reenhead   fly  nuisance    in  Essex 
County  and  proceeded   to  formulate  methods   of   control.      Im- 
mediately following   the  enactment  of  the   original  £reenhead 
fly  control  legislation,    I.e.,    Chapter   391  of   the    <<cts   of   1948 j 
three    towns   on  the   south  shore;   namely,   scltuate,   I  arshf ield, 
and  Duxbury  petitioned  the   Board  for    the  establishment  of 
greenhead  fly  control  projects.      In  later  years   these   three 
towns  were    joined  by  Cohasset,   Kingston  and  Plymouth,      In  1951+ 
the  North  Shore  Greenhead  Fly  Control  District  went   into  oper- 
ation as   provided  in  Chapter  388  of   that  year  and  now  includes 
the   cities  of  Gloucester   and  ftewburyport   and  the   towns  of  Essex, 
Ipswich,   Rowley,   Newbury  and  Salisbury.      During  the   same   year 
the    Barnstable  County  Selectmen* s   Association  Investigated  the 
greenhead  fly  nuisance   on  Cape   Cod,   but   definite   action  was 
delayed  because   of   a  hurricane   emergency.      However,    this  matter 
has   been  revitalized  recently,    and  In  compliance  with  a  renewal 
request  from  the   Barnstable   County  Selectmen's   Association,    the 
Reclamation  Board  has   conducted  a  survey  to  determine   the  feasi- 
bility of  organizing   a  greenhead  fly  control  district  for 
Barnstable   County  in  time   to  apply  treatment   during  the   1957 
fly  breeding   season. 

In  August   of   1955  the   Board   became    involved    in   an  encephalitis 
emergency  and  proceeded,    at   the   request  of  the   State   Department 
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of  Public  Health |  to  conduct  a  mosquito  survey  in  areas  of 
Bristol  County  whe^e  cases  of  encephalitis  had  occurred.   The 
study  represented  one  phase  of  the  effort  to  determine  what 
species  of  mosquitoes  functioned  as  carrier  of  the  causative 
organism  responsible  for  encephalitis,  and  to  determine  if 
possible  any  particular  species  which  might  be  associated 
with  encephalitis  in  horses,  and  those  associated  with  man. 

The  rapid  expansion  of  recreational  areas  in  Massachusetts 
tends  to  place  increased  emphasis  upon  the  control  of  nuisance 
pests  affecting  man.    I  a  result,  increased  supervisory  service 
is  bein>-  demanded  from  the  Reclamation  Eoard  particularly  from 
cities  and  towns  interested  in  attracting  summer  visitors.   If 
further  development  of  our  natural  recreational  facilities  is 
desirable,  then  additional  personnel  for  the  Reclamation  board 
work  is  essential. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Bertram  I.    jerry,    Secretary 
December  2c,    19p6 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 


In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  128  of  the  General 
Laws,  I  am  filing  herewith  the  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  period  from  July  1,  1956  to  June  30,  1957. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  ROV  HAWES 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture 

DEPARTMENT  ORGANIZATION 

Board  of  Agriculture 
Frank  J.  Clegg,  Seekonk 
Francis  Barnard,  Shelburne 
E.  Gerry  Mansfield,  Peabody 
Osborne  C.  west,  Hadley 
George  Treadwell,  Spencer 
Ferris  C.  Waite,  Plymouth 
Kendall  Crocker,  Ashby 

Commissioner  -  L.  Roy  Hawes,  Sudbury 

Assistant  Commissioner  ~  Charles  F,  Shelnut,  Northampton 


(Bristol  Cour 

*y) 

-  Term 

expires, 

July  «57 

Franklin  * 

« 

n 

•    »58 

Essex     • 

a 

H 

•    «59 

Hampshire  * 

9 

n 

*    '60 

Worcester  • 

H 

» 

«        '61 

Plymouth  * 

f 

m 

"    »62 

Middlesex  * 

ft 

« 

■   '63 

Directors 

Dairying  and  Animal  Husbandry 

Livestock  Disease  Control 

Markets 

Plant  Fest  Control  &  Fairs 

Ass*t  Director  of  Plant  Pest 

Control 
Poultry  &  Poultry  Products 

Staff  Offices 
Apiary  Inspection 


Bonding  &  Licensing  of  Milk 
Dealers  &  Poultry  Dealers 

Farm  Aid  Bureau  for  Veterans 


Aubrey  W«  Borden,  Sudbury 
Victor  N«  Cluff,  Tewksbury 
Louis  A.  Webster,  Stonehara 
Leo  F.  Doherty,  Woburn 

Quincy  S#  Lowry,  Canton 
Julius  Kxoeck,  Reading 


Milo  R#  Bacon,  Norwood 

Chief  Apiary  Inspector 

James  H.  Collins,  Brookline 
Sr.  Bonding  Investigator 


Daniel  J.  Curran,  Marlboro 
Attorney  s/nAl 

State  Reclamation  Board J 

Edward  Wright,  Dedham  m  Chairman 

Daniel  J.  Curran  (Department  of  Agriculture) 

Francis  H.  Kingsbury  (Department  of  Public  Health) 

Bertram  I.  Gerry,  Wellesley,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Board 


STATELIVRARY  BF  MASSACKUSEnS 

MAR  27  1967 
STATE  HOUSE,  BOSIOB 
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State  Soil  Conservation  Committee: 

L.  Roy  Hawes,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  -  Chairman  (ex  officio) 

James  W#  Dayton,  Director  of  Extension  Service        •  • 

Dale  H.  Sieling,  Director  of  Experiment  Station       "  ■ 

Herbert  Holmes,  West  Bridgewater       Term  expires  June,  '57 

Everett  L.  Martin,  Cheshire  «     »       "  «58 

Robert  E.  Stuart,  Littleton  «     *       «  «59 

Henry  Renouf,  Belchertown  a     a      «  i0o 

FOREWORD 

An  additional  directorship  was  established  in  the  Department 

on  October  2,  1956  with  the  appointment  of  Jul:  is  Kroeck,  Supervising 

Inspector  of  Poultry  and  Poultry  Products,  as  Director  of  Poultry 

and  Poultry  Products*  This  appointment  which  was  initiated  by  the 

Board  of  Agriculture  was  regarded  by  Mr.  Kroeck's  fellow  workers  in 

the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  poultry  industry  of  the  state 

as  a  well  merited  recognition  of  his  long  service  to  th&   industry 

and  the  Commonwealth. 


DIVISION  OF  DA.  1YING  AND  ANIMAL  HUSBANDRY 
Aubrey  W.  Borden,  Director 
July  1,  1956  -  June  30,  1957 

The  work  of  the  Division  of  Dairying  and  Animal  Husbandry  has  been 

carried  on  in  accordance  with  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  as 

set  forth  in  the  following  Chapters: 

Milk  Regulation  Board     Gen.  Laws  -  Chap.  6,  as  most  recently  amended 

Div,  of  Dairying  and 

Animal  Husbandry        ■    «       "   2  "   "       "       " 

Mastitis  Sample 

Collections  h»       «  75  «   «       »  » 

Inspection  of  Dairy 

Farms  and  Plants        m .   ..."       "  94      H       M       " 

Duties  of  Div.  of  Dairying 

and  Animal  Husbandry     ■    «       «  128      ■■.«.■« 

No  appreciable  loss  in  the  volume  of  milk  production  is  evident 
to  correspond  with  the  lowering  in  the  number  of  producing  farms  in 
the  Massachusetts  milk  shed.  Several  factors  are  quite  definitely  res- 
ponsible for  the  maintenance  of  this  high  production  level.  Dairy 
Herd  Improvement  Associations,  Selective  Breeding  Associations  and  the 
Green  Pastures  Programs  have  all  contributed  over  the  years  to  raising 
production  levels.  All  farm  organizations,  Extension  Service,  County 
Agents,  the  use  of  farm  bulk  tanks,  etc.  have  also  contributed. 

Quantity  milk  sales  have  been  increased  through  greater  sales  in 
gallon  and  half -gallon  containers  and  through  an  increasing  acceptance 
of  home  or  family  size  milk  dispensers.  These  are  now  on  the  market 
for  those  whose  family  size  warrant  it,  and  which  families  are  generally 
in  need  of  the  most  nutritive  food  values  for  the  least  money. 

The  fee  for  analyzing  Mastitis  samples  was  removed  in  February  of 
1957,  and  the  volume  of  requests  for  sample  collections  since  that  time 
has  increased  to  a  marked  degree. 
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Dairy  product  grading  has  been  continued  this  year.  Government 
purchases  for  exportation  to  the  armed  forces  and  to  foreign  countries 
was  sharply  curtailed,  with  a  corresponding  lower  work  load  for  such  duty, 

Division  personnel  also  performed  considerable  work  on  a  Milk 
Flavor  Program  designed  to  increase  consumer  acceptance  of  milk  and 
increase  sales,  thus  aiding  producers,  milk  dealers  and  consumers. 

Several  meetings  were  held  with  various  industry  and  enforcement 

agency  groups  in  an  attempt  to  bring  our  dairy  regulations  up  to  date  by 

a  general  revision  of  all  applicable  laws,  rules  and  regulations. 

Annual  Work  Summary     July  1,  1956  -  June  30,  1957 

Total  number  certificates  issued  §  «  20,281 

M      "   farms  inspected  21,957 

Grade  A  certificates  issued .  .  .  •  604 

Special  Milk  M         "   12 

Certified  Milk  ■       "   5 

Milk  plant  permits  issued  (no  fee)  •  •  •  • 177 

Milk  pasteurization  plant  permits  issued  (fee,  $10.)  53 

Producers  hearings  held   .  .  .  • 38 

Dealers  visited  2,627 

Other  farm  visits  made •••••••••  2,977 

Complaints  investigated     ..............  106 

Grading  fees  received  from  U.   S.  Government.    •    .    .    .  $2,554.40 

Herds  sampled  for  Mastitis 149 

Cows          K              ■            " 4,801 

Samples  collected  &  taken  to  laboratory  at  Amherst  .  16,509 

Temperature  tests  made  ....•.•••..«..•  34,389 

Sediment  tests  made  .   ••••••••  •  41,671 

Cans  of  milk  graded  • ••«..  115,454 

Cans  of  milk  rejected   ...............  2,386 

Milk  cans  checked  .  .  ..........  82,166 

Milk  cans  condemned  ................  949 

New  dairies  inspected.  ......  ....  2,238 

Tank  trucks  checked  .  .........  755 

Other  trucks  checked   •    ••••••••.*•*•••  4,057 

Division  mileage 360,334 


*  *  ♦  *  *f*  *************** 


.'-    -  -?t 


REPORT   OP  THE  DIVISION    0?  LiyE.TOCEC  PI  L  CONTROL 

July  1,   1956       -         June  30,   1957 


TO  the  c;  :,ture: 

I         ■        II    I    ■       ■         ■         -      -1 1"   ■  T   TT ■-     ■ -        ■        —    ■     ■       

The  report  of  the  Division  of  Livestock  Di  Bast  Control  for 
the  fiscal  year  July  1,  1956  to  June  30*  1957*  Inclusive,  Is  here- 
with submitted. 

The  accelerated  Brucellosis  program  inaugurated  in  the  fiscal 
year  1956  has  gone  forward  rapidly  this  year.    On  October  11,  1956 
the  so-called  3rucellosis  law  MAn  Act  Relative  tothe  Control  and 
Eradication  of  Brucellosis  in  Bovine  Animals"  became  effective. 
This  law  was  approved  by  the  legislature  July  13,  1956.   Under  this 
law  an     r  may  be  reimbursed  twenty-five  dollar s  ( 42% • 00)  for  a 
grade  animal  and  fifty  dollars  ($50.00)  for  a  purebred  animal. 

The  Division,  in  cooperation  with  th#  Federal  government,  has 
put  on  an  Intensive  urogram  to  test  for  Brucellosis  all  cattle 
in  the  Commonwealth, 

To  June  30,  1957*  three  counties  -Dukes-  Barnstable  and  Suffolk 
have  become  Certified    2'edited  Brucellosis-free  areas. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  129  of  the  General  Laws  (Tercen- 
tenary Edition)  as  amended  by  the  above  Chapter  527,  iiules     Regula- 
tions applying  to  the  eradication  of  Brucellosis  were  approved  in 
council  September  13,  1956. 

Order  No.  52  (Interstate  Shipments)  was  also  approved  in  council 
;tember  13#  1956.   The  principal  change  in  the  requirements  for 
interstate  shipment  of  cattle  is  a  blood  test  for  3rucellosis  fifteen 
(15)  days  after  entry. 

Dr.  Wil    .11.   Shannon,  Chief  Veterinary  Health  Officer  of  this 
Division,  retired  on  October  $1,   1956  after  a  long  and  meritorious 
service  for  the  Commonwealth.    His  services  began  November  1,  1911j. 
and  with  the  exception  of  military  leave  of  absence  on  the  Mexican 
Border  and  during  two  world  wars,  continued  until  his  retirement 
October  31,  1956. 

Dr.  v/inslow  E.  Merrill  was  appointed  Chief  Veterinary  Health 
Officer  as  of  November  1,  1956. 
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DOVi:  •     l  'BSRCULOniS 

Chapter  319,  Section  33,  General  Laws,  Tercentenary  Edition  as 

amended  by  Chapter  272,  Acts  of  1931+  and  Chapter 

1+17,  Pets   of  19I4.6  and  amendments  thereto. 

Thore  were  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  (8,696) 
tuberculin  herd  tests,  one  hundred  seventy-one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-four  (171*39^)  animal  tests  applied  to  which 
sixty-five  (6>)  head  of  cattle  or  I+/100  of  1%   were  declared 
reactors,  as  compared  with  nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  (9,17r)  tuberculin  herd  tests,  and  one  hundred  eighty-five 
thousand  and  three  (ll'5>003)  animal  te3ts  applied  the  previous 
fiscal  year  to  which  ninety-3lx  (96)  head  of  cattle  or  5/100  of 
1%   reacted. 

Forty-five  (lj-5)  or  69;'  o£    th   iixty-five  (65)  cattle  declared  to 
be  reactors  were  reported  as  having  "no  visible"  lesions  of 
tuberculosis  at  time  of  slaughter. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  (1,1^55)  herds  con- 
taining ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-six  (10,61+6)  head  of 
cattle,  included  in  the  census  report  of  June  30,  1956,  were 
disposed  of  by  owners  prior  to  the  census  for  the  period  ending 
June  30,  1957. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-six  (326)  herds  in  which  testing  has 
not  previously  been  conducted  and  containing  two  thousand  and 
forty  (2,0k0)  head  of  cattle  recorded  in  the  following  tables  as 
"first  tests",  are  included  in  the  census  report  for  the  period 
ending  Juno  30,  1957. 

Tuberculin  tests  are  conducted  by  State  and  Federal  accredited 
veterinarians  under  a  State  and  Federal  Cooperative  Plan  for  the 
establishment  of  tuberculosis-free  herds  and  the  eradication  of 
)vine  tuberculosis. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  tuberculin  tests  as  made  by  veterin- 
arians for  the  twelve  month  period  of  this  report. 


Veterinarians paid  by  the  State 
on  a  salary  basis 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  Federal 

Government  on  a  salary  basis 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  State  on 
perdiem  basis 

Program  veterinarians  paid  by  State 
or  Federal  Government 

Veterinarians  authorized  at  request 
of  and  paid  by  the  owners 
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COUNTY   CENSUS   AND   INFECTION 


as    or 


JUNE   30,    1957 
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400.00 
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2 

400.00 
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;ober 

2 

450.00 

225.00 

2 

450.00 

225.00 

mber 

1 

0.00 

:o.oo 

2 

-475.00 

237.50 

3 

825.00 

275 .00 

JQElbd" 

7 

1,277.50 

132.50 

7 

1,277.50 

132.50 

iiiary  ' 

57 

9 

2,350.00 

-l.jLl 

9 

2,350.00 

261.11 

>ruary 

3 

1,310.00 

436. G7 

10 

1,880.00 

188.00 

13 

3,190.00 

245.38 

»ch 

21 
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223,33 

21 

4,690.00 
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237.50 
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150.00 
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138.70 
223.33 
201.47 
490. 
931.49 
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80.00 
142.20 
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.  .V" 


,72.70 

69.35 

111.67 

100 #74 

70.02 

103.50 

75.34 

91.53 

82.20 

80.00 

142.20 


88.07 
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QUARANTINE         IT  BRIGHTON 


Dairy  Cattle t 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 


Total 

eeipts 

360 

153 
2 

5ir~ 


released 

on  Fapers 


Released    Permit   Returned 
after  Test  to  Kill  to  Owner 


360 

153 
2 

3IF 


DISEASED  CATTLE  RECEIV3D  .ITD  RELEASED  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SLAUGHTER? 


Massachusetts 


.3, 
Reactors 

66 


From  '.;uaran* 
tined  Herds 

2k 


Brucellosis 

Reactors 

551 


Dairy  cattle  were  restricted  to  special  yards  that  hav«  been 
cleaned  and  disinfected  regularly. 

All  trucks  carrying  tuberculin  or  Brucellosis  reactors  have 
been  cleaned  and  disinfected  before  leaving  the  yeards* 


Total  number  of  livestock  received  at  this  station  was  as 
follows: 


Cattle 
Calves 


60,687 
100,3^6 


Sheep       -       lj.,325 
Swi4e       -     29,607 


1 1 


. 


.    . 


1M     J 
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GOATS 


Xhis  .Division  will  arrange  for  the  tuberculin  testing  und  blood 
testing  of  goats  provided  the  owner  signs  an  agreement  to  the 
effect  that  any  ;,oats  declared  as  reactors  to  either  test  will 
be  immediately  disposed  of  for  daughter  with  no  compensation 
allowed  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Two  hundred  (200)  goats  were  tuberculin  tested  and  three  hun- 
dred (300)  blood  tested.   No  reactors  were  found  to  either  test. 


IK     :kZE   RECEIPTS  OF  CATTLE 


DAIRY  CATTi.      ,IVtiD    1     PERMITS 


Canada 

4*590 

Colorado 

1 

Connecticut 

789 

Delaware 

fife 

Illinois 

22 

Indiana 

2 

Iowa 

21 

Maine 

2,22^ 

Maryland 

3 

Michigan 

3 

Minnesota 

2 

New  Hampshire  1,097 


New  Jersey  21 
Hew  York  3 #662 
North  Dakota      1 


Ohio 


22 


W>^9  oa 

2 

;gon 

10 

Pennsylvania 

20 

Khode   Island 

226 

South  Carolina  2 
Vermont  6t991 
Virginia  31 
Washington  1 
Wisconsin 


220 

20,21a 


■ 


■■:. 


o. 


■'■«:• 


Ml 


■i 


JBV 


EXPORTS 


Interstate   certificates   of  hcsalth  were   issued  on  five   thousand 
one  hundred  nine    (£#109)  head  of  cattle  and  three    (3)  goats  exported 
to  other  States  anu  Countries   as  follows s- 


DESTINATION 


HEAD 


Arkansas 
Alabama 

I if ornia 
Canada 
Canal  Zone 
Connecticut 
Cuba 
Florida 
Germany 
Idaho 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Iowa 

Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Mevada 
Hew  Hampshire 


7 

1 

38 
2 

18 

2 

31 

k 

17 

9 

8 

2 

346 

30 

fk 

9 

2 

20 

k 
35k 


DESTINATION 

HEAD 

New  Jersey 

36 

New  York 

2,1^3 

North  Carolina 

39 

Nort    kota 

1 

Nova  Ocotia 

8 

Ohio 

52 

Oregon 

1 

Oklahoma 

k 

Pennsylvania 

17 

Puerto  Rico 

3 

Quebec 

5 

Rhode  Island 

1,081 

Sout   :,rolina 

k 

South  Dakota 

1 

Tennessee 

1 

Texas 

3 

Turkey 

2 

Vermont 

19l 

Virginia 

Washington 

1 

Wisconsin 

10 

Total 

5.109 

Three  goats  were   shipped  to  Florida, 


>  I 


, 


■<.".'... 


Chapter  129*  General  Law3  as  amended  by  Chapter  527  Acts   of  1956 

Briis  law  did  not  become  effective  until  October,   1956. 

As   stated  ifl  preface   three  counties  -  Dukes,  Barnstable  and 
Suffolk  -  became  Certified  Accredited  Areas. 

During   the  fiscal  year  owners  were  reimbursed  for  twenty-four 
(2I4.)  purebred  cattle  amounting  to   ,.1,200,   and  two  hundred  ninety-five 
(295)   ^rade  cattle  amounting  to  ;7#359.12,   or  a  total  of     #8,559.12. 


Following  is  a  tabulation  of  the   results   of  laboratory  examina- 
tion of  the  blood  samples  from  cattle  under  this  program,   and  also 
from  g  oats  : 

Negative       Reactors*       Suspicious-*       Others**       Total 
Cattle     107,566  1,021  1^,207  1,235         134,029 

Goats  3h9 • z 10 359 


*  Includes  bloods  from  vaccinated  cattle. 
•*  Containers  broken,    insufficient  amount  of  blood,   or  hemolyses, 


Certified  Herds: 
Certified  Bang's  Disease-Free  Herds 
Cattle  in  Certified  Bang's  Disease-Free  Herds 


l,i+16 
25,031* 


Under  the  present  law,  Chapter  527  Section  36B,  all  calves  in 
the  Commonwealth  must  be  vaccinated  against  Brucellosis  when  they 
are  from  the  ages  of  four  (ij.)  through  eight  (8)  months. 

Following  are  tables  indicating  the  number  of  calves  vaccinated 
by  months  and  by  counties: 
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GALFHOOD   VACGINAT. 


(by  counties ) 


County 


Herds 


Head 


Banutablo 

Berkshire 

Bristol 

Dukes 

Sssex 

Franklin 

Hampden 

Hagp  shire 

Middlesex 

Nantueket 

Norfolk 

Plymouth 

Suffolk 

Worcester 


35 

866 

k32> 
28 

359 
1,123 

501 

661 

V79 

8 

190 

l 
it  357 


83 
2,678 

1,037 
5k 
1*137 
2,581 
1,117 
1,787 
1,268 

19 

kSk 
10k. 

7 

3«318 


i^Jl^L 


6,298 
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PERI-UTS    _  LED  :   TO  3  WINE 


Four  hundred  fifty-nine    {\\$9)  permits  to  feed         bage   to  swine 
were   issued. 


LICENSED  DEALERS    IN   BOVIHK  ANIMALS 


During  the  fiscal  year  there  were   three  hundred  six   (306) 
licenses   issued   to  dealers   in  dairy  and  beef   cattle,    and  four 
hundred  thirty-eight   (lj.36)  plates   sent  out  for  use  on  the   trucks 
operated  by  these  dealers. 

A   total  of  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  thirty-three   (Xlj.,333 ) 
dairy  cattle  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  twenty-six  (l9l\26)  beef 
cattle   were   reported  by  licensed  dealers  as  purchased  and  sold* 


RABIES 


Under  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  egulations 
(Chapter  111,  General  Laws  as  amended  by  Chapter  265,  Acts  of  1938) 
Sections  6  and  7  ff^og  Bite"  is  declared  a  disease  dangerous  to  public 
health. 

Order  No»  34*  Section  J  of  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease 
Control  regulations  roads i   "All  dogs  known  tohave  bitten  persons 
shall  be  quarantined  for  a  period  of  fourteen  (li+)  days  for  observa- 
tion, at  the  end  of  which  period  if  no  symptoms  of  rabies  have 
developed  said  animals  may  be  released  from  quarantine  on  order 
of  the  Director." 

Investigation  of  reported  injuries  inflicted  to  perons  by 
biting  of  and  the  quarantining  of  such  dogs  is  one  of  the 
duties  of  the  Inspector  of  Animals ♦ 

The  following  tabulation  includes  injuries  reported  inflicted 
by  dogs  and  other  animals: 


m 


.. ,;  ■    ' 


<yie? 


tt  V 


*X    60     TAD    8jJMHifl.fi 


1o 


ba 


SbXboxxx£jq 


8: 


.V 


aiior  toj 

Sn 

;  ■  .; 

Contacts 

Bite  Gaeea 

il 

•0 

•d 

d 

■ 

1 

o 

H 

O    03 

g 

♦0 

•r! 
P 

fit 

o             c 

g 

•h 

S 

•H 

3 

•a  oj      o-p 

o  © 

a 

•a               «h 

i 

0 

O  P              ft 

wo     *o 

-  > 

g1 

3  ^         S 

H  c)            H 

*d  »rl 

» 

-p 

•P 

©  «P 

t! 

©  P 

«H 

C3 

E5 

9 

G             H 
H  £       H 

r~J  *H 

*% 

H    ~- 
H 

B 

0 

G? 

&  S3 

■ 

9    £  ° 

a 

■ 

gj 

night 

i 

■ward 

757 

.y  195 

6 

878 1      1 

20 

mat 

1339        2 

18 

>tembe 

r 

1.  .L  ■).  »*0     i                     tfv* 

22 

;ober 

1055  i      5 

12 

rember 

i 

899 1      4 

11 

\  ember 

i 

579        1 

S3 

mary 

•  67 

639 

1 

a 

>ruarj" 

599 

15 

»ch 

833 

4 

19 

•U 

.45 

4 

11 

r 

1845 

9 

13 

ie 

1731 

& 

22 

'v/ard 

- 

655 

;al 

13520 

35 

198 

855 

14#408 

A1T2MALS  IUV0LVHD 

Tfi 

13455 

35 

138 

640 

if 

53 

15 

6 

icoons 

1 

2 

iun& 

H 
>-- 

1 

3 

•sea 

1 

1 

ia 

1 

3 

ikeys 

4 

Lki 

1 

lis 

i 

2 

* 

1 

1 

ilrrel 

1 

12 

;ea 

18 

'bits 

8 

'•8 

3 

13520 

35 

198 

655 

14,408 

• 


-*  -  - 


■  \ 


MX 


. 


The  heads  of  une  hundred  thirty-eight  (138)  dogs,  fifteen  (l£) 
cats,  twelve  (12)  squirrels,  thirteen  (13)  foxes,  eight  (3)  rabbits, 
two  {2)  raccoons,  three  (3)  rats,  three  (3)  chipmunks,  three  (3)  bats, 
and  one  (1)  mouse,  were  received  at  the  laboratory  for  examination, 
all  of  which  were  reported  negative. 

Fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  eighty-seven  (15*287)  persons  were 
bitten  by  dogs  and  other  animals.   Thirteen  thousand  seven  hundred 
forty-nine  (13#749)  persons  were  bitten  by  aniraals  quarantined  and 
released,  one  thousand  three  hundred  sixtv-six  (1*366)  by  stray 
animals,  and  one  hundred  seventy-two  (172;  bitten  by  animals  the 
brains  of  which  were  examined  at  the  laboratory. 


MISCELLANEOUS  Dl 


- 


Actinomycosis :  One  (1)  cow  was  reported  as  affected  with  this 
disease,  quarantined,  and  later  slaughtered. 

Avian  Tuberculosis  t  This  disease  was  reported  in  poultry  on  two  (2) 
premises.   On  one  (l)  premises  there  were  approximately  thirty  (30) 
adult  hens  "rom  which  an  affected  specimen  was  taken.   Advice  was 

tiven  to  slaughter  all  adult  birds  and  cleanse  the  premises.   On 
be  other  premises  there  were  about  fifty- ($<))  hens  Involved.   'They 
were  slaughtered  and  the  premises  cleansed. 

Blackleg  and  Malignant  Edemas   Preventive  treatment  was  administered 
to  one  tho  isand  seven  hundred  sixty-five  (1,765)  cattle  on  on© 
hundred  thirty-six  (136)  premises. 

Sq ulne  Enc e phal omjQ litis?  Forty-seven  (lj.7)  horses  on  forty- three  (43) 
premises  were  reported  affected,  also  one  (1)  sparrow  and  one  (1) 
monkey.   The  disease  was  reported  in  pheasants  on  fifteen  (15)  differ- 
ent premises  and  in  six  (6)  pigeons  on  another  premises. 

Swine  Erysipelas:  Ninety  (90)  swine  from  a  herd  of  one  hundred  (100) 
were  reported  to  have  died  of  this  disease •    The  balance  were 
treated. 

Manuel  This  disease  was  reported  In  six  (6)  cattle  on  three  (3) 
premises.   The  cattle  were  quarantined  and  later  upon  recovery  were 
released. 

Mucosal  Disease?  One  (l)  steer  was  reported  affected  with  this  disease 

slaughtered. 

Ringworm!   One  (1)  cow  was  reported  affected  with  this  disease,  was 
quarantined,  and  released  on  recovery. 
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erculosis:  One  (1)  cat  was  reported  to  be  affected  with  this 
sease  ana  was  destroyed* 
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ANNUAL  INSPECTION  Jff  NEAT  CATTLE,  SHEEP,  AND  SWIHE 


In  accordance  with  Section  10,  Chapter  129  of  the  General 
Laws,  the  annual  inspection  of  neat  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine  and 
of  the  premises  where  kept  was  completed* 

Reports  received  from  the  cities  and  towns  showed  that  In- 
spection Indicated  the  following  information: 


COUNTY 

HERDS 

NEAT 
CATTLE 

HOHSES 

SWINE 
HERDS        HEAD 

SHEEP 

GOATS 

Barnstable 

>       60 

564 

189 

13 

200 

265 

74 

Berkshire 

8614- 

19,981 

764 

106 

1,155 

884 

276 

Bristol 

8514. 

17,03^ 

622 

113 

10,633 

1,346 

240 

Dukes 

W 

471 

81 

5 

13 

1,431 

15 

Essex 

500 

11,267 

763 

93 

10,584 

985 

317 

Franklin 

1.032 

20,361 

619 

347 

1,325 

1,031 

135 

Hampden 

622 

9,159 

393 

68 

2,522 

512 

130 

Hampshire 

903 

17,01+9 

577 

133 

2,743 

1,015 

122 

Middlesex 

705 

12,656 

l,i|22 

158 

25,505 

1,031 

226 

Nantucket 

H 

120 

1 

3 

20 

24 

- 

Norfolk 

331 

6,337 

820 

HB 

5,249 

473 

219 

Plymouth 

559 

10,451 

811 

75 

10,701 

1,510 

278 

Suffolk 

2 

73 

115 

k 

1,606 

- 

2 

Worcester 

1*976 

39.640 

1.362 

153 

14.904 

1,768 

611 

TOTAL 

3.1«70 

165,162 

3t?29 

1,119 

87,165 

12,325 

2,645 

Of  the  total  number  of  cattle  inspected  one  hundred  thirty 
seven  thousand  ninety- two  (137,092)  were  listed  as  dairy  cows, 
nine  hundred  sixty-one  (961)  were  listed  as  purebred  bulls,  and 
twenty- two  thousand  six  hundred  eighty  (22,650)  as  purebred  cows* 
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Regional  meetings  of  Inspector  of  Animals  were  held  in  the 
month  of  Deceiuber  In  Boston,  Greenfield,  Segregansett  (Dighton) 
Pittsfieldf  Springfield  and  Worcester. 

spe c  tf ully  3ubmi t  te  d, 

EDWARD  K.  DWYER, 

DIB   )K 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

Division  of  Markets 

Louis  a.  Webster 
Director 


July  1,  1956  -  June  30,  1957 


The  reporting  of  market  prices  Is  a  twelve-month  Job, with  the 
exception  of  apples,  but  when  It  comes  to  Inspection,  now  that  egg 
Inspection  Is  In  the  Poultry  Division,  our  season  Is  mostly  from 
July  until  the  new  year.   July  sees  the  beginning  of  our  potato, 
apple  and  blueberry  Inspection.   Jim  Cassldy  has  been  busy  much  of 
the  time  on  retail  potato  inspection  and  also  inspecting  several  car- 
lots  of  early  apples  for  Canada. 

Paul  Drown,  in  the  Pioneer  Valley,  has  been  active  inspecting 
potatoes  and  blueberries.  Blueberry  inspection,  of  course,  is 
voluntary  but  it  has  been  a  great  help  in  the  increasing  of  spraying 
and  dusting  in  reduction  of  blueberry  maggots. 

barren  Clapp  has  put  in  a  busy  summer  in  finishing  up  the  seed 
inspection  and  has,  every  year,  been  able  to  reduce  the  low  grade  of 
seed  offered  for  sale  In  the  state. 

1956  marked  the  beginning  of  an  expanded  program  for  advertising 
and  promotion  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture.   Previous  to  195^ >  we 
had  enjoyed  some  advertising  and  promotion  paid  for  out  of  the  budget 
of  the  Development  and  Industrial  Commission,  and  later  the  Department 
of  Commerce.   The  money  spent  on  agricultural  promotion  was  usually 
$8,000  or  $10,000  a  year.   Beginning  in  1956  the  annual  appropriation 
for  that  work  has  been  ^25,000.   That  has  been  and  will  be  used  not 
only  for  more  radio  spots,  but  additional  brochures,  a  library  of 
farm  pictures,  and  possibly  a  marketing  movie. 
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Annual  Heport  -2- 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  encouraged  by  the  results  of 
our  advertising,  various  commodity  groups  have  started  to  spend  their 
own  money  in  increasing  quant itites  in  buying  radio  time. 

Cne  of  our  most  colorful  promotions  each  year,  and  one  that 
costs  us  nothing,  is  the  Corn  Field  Day  at  WHDK.  This  increases  in 
volume  and  intensity  each  year.  We  have  now  reached  a  point  where  it 
uses  about  100  dozen  of  corn,  plus  ice  enough  to  keep  it  refrigerated 
from  6:00  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  10:00  o'clock  at  night.   It  is 
an  excellent  way  to  contact  several  hundred  thousand  people  during 
the  day  and  tell  them  that  sweet  corn  is  at  its  peak  of  quantity  and 
quality.   One  of  the  difficulties,  of  course,  is  to  guess  the  right 
week  to  hit  the  peak  of  quantity. 

Another  promotional  venture  that  was  new  for  the  Department  was 
the  Salute  to  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  by  the 
Boston  Advertising  Club  on  November  13,  195^.   I  have  the  impression 
that  it  is  the  most  valuable  and  successful  public  relations  promotion 
of  agriculture  that  the  Department  had  ever  enjoyed.   It  was  attended 
not  only  by  groups  of  cranberry  growers,  market  gardeners,  produce 
dealers,  chain  store  buyers,  and  our  friends  in  public  relations 
business,  but  it  proved  so  popular  that  there  were  over  200  in  atten- 
dance and  it  was  one  of  the  few  meetings  of  the  year  that  was  big 
enough  to  occupy  the  ballroom  at  the  Statler.   Ordinarily  the  meetings 
are  in  the  Bay  State  Room,  which  is  much  smaller.   Most  of  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  luncheon  were  made  by  Charles  F.  Hutchinson  and  Mildred 
Carlson  of  the  Charles  F.  Hutchinson,  Inc.,  advertising  agency. 
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Annual  Report  -3- 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  Is  always  interested  in  the 
activities  connected  with  Farm-City  Week,  which  was  originated  by 
the  Kiwanis  Club.    veral  of  us  have  spoken  at  Klwanis  Club  meetings 
as  representatives  of  agriculture,  and  during  Farm-City  Week  in  I956, 
Walter  Piper  did  an  excellent  Job  in  extending  neighborly  aid  to  a 
farm  family  from  Vermont.   He  made  arrangements  to  have  them  on  top- 
notch  programs  on  WBZ,  WHDH  and  WEEI,  then  took  them  home  with  him, 
and  finally  accompanied  them  to  a  Thanksgiving  dinner  the  next  day  at 
Plymouth. 

Frequently  the  Department,  and  especially  the  Division  of  Markets, 
is  importuned  to  intercede  for  farmers  transporting  produce  on  Sunday, 
That's  always  a  difficult  problem  to  handle,  so  in  December,  1956, 
we  had  a  conference  with  Fred  Fisher,  Assistant  Attorney  General. 
Mr.  Fisher  pointed  out  that  Sections  5  and  following  Sections  of 
Chapter  I3S  don't  specify  what  fruits  and  vegetables  are  perishable. 
Hence,  the  Attorney  General  can  make  no  decision  on  it  and  suggested 
a  conference  with  the  State  Police,  which  was  arranged  for  December  18 
with  Major  Blake.  Major  Blake  said  it  has  been  customary  to  stop 
farm  trucks  between  9:00  a.m.  and  8:00  p.m.  on  Sundays,  unless  the 
load  was  unquestionably  perishable,  such  as  strawberries  or  asparagus. 

During  the  year  we  cooperated  with  the  Committee  on  Food  and 
Agriculture  of  the  New  England  Council,  but  apparently  the  Council 
feels  that  there  are  enough  other  organizations  working  in  the  agricul- 
tural field.   At  least  agricultural  interest  in  the  Council  is  at  an 
all-time  low. 

On  Saturday,  January  19,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  was  asked 
to  tell  the  Boston  Market  Gardeners  Association  what  the  Department 
did  for  vegetable  growers.   Of  course  this  is  practically  a  Division 
of  Markets  project  and  it  revolved  about  a  discussion  of  inspection, 
market  reporting,  advertising  and  publicity. 
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Annual  Report  -4- 

The  Division  of  Markets  was  called  in  to  discuss  the  organization 
of  a  Cranberry  Institute,  which  is  planning  on  taking  over  the 
advertising  and  promotion  of  fresh  cranberries  for  the  whole  cranberry 
industry.   The  cooperative  Special  Cranberry  Report  is  still  published 
by  John  OfNeil  of  the  U.S.D.A.,  and  it's  of  interest  that  during  1956 
Massachusetts  cranberries  brought  a  premium  in  practically  every 
market  in  the  country. 

In  February  we  were  able  to  get  substantial  time  for  free  promo- 
tion of  Massachusetts  carnations,  camellias,  and  greenhouse  tomatoes 
on  various  radio  programs.   The  success  of  the  Massachusetts  Greenhouse 
Tomato  Growers1  Association  encouraged  the  carrot  growers  to  organize 
for  the  same  purpose,  that  is,  prepackaging  and  more  advertising. 
The  tomato  growers  chose  a  slogan,  namely,  "The  tomato  with  the  stem 
on  top".   Tens  of  thousands  of  housewives  have  learned  for  the  first 
time  how  to  find  good  tomatoes  in  the  winter.  The  carrot  growers 
adopted  a  uniform,  plastic  bag  with  a  blue  star  representing  the 
organization  and  the  name  of  each  grower  at  the  bottom  of  the  package. 
This  really  pins  responsibility  for  a  good  pack  on  each  grower  as  well 
as  the  organization. 

One  of  the  really  big  events  of  horticulture  during  the  year  in 
New  England  is  the  spring  Flower  Show,  and  in  1957  we  were  asked  to 
participate  in  the  opening  ceremonies  of  the  show. 

One  of  the  very  interesting  products  in  Massachusetts  which 
receives  very  little  notice  is  maple  syrup.   Actually  there  are  only 
five  or  six  states  in  the  country  that  produce  more  maple  syrup  than 
Massachusetts . 
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Annual  Report  -5- 

On  May  11,  1957  there  was  held,  at  the  Eastern  States  Exposition 
grounds,  the  first  annual  Maple  Product  Festival,   It  was  a  rainy  day 
and  got  a  poor  start,  but  most  of  the  New  England  States  were 
represented  and  Vermont  was  represented  by  its  Governor.   This  could 
be  a  very  interesting  annual  event. 

June,  of  course,  is  June  Dairy  Month  and  practically  everybody 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  busy  on  some  project  in  connection 
with  the  June  Dairy  Month  Boston  Common  festival.   In  addition  to 
that,  two  other  interesting  projects  were  in  process — one  was  the 
Southern  Massachusetts  Vegetable  Growers'  Association,  where  Walter 
Piper  spent  a  tremendous  amount  of  energy  in  organizing  the  publicity 
for  a  very  worthwhile  project.   He  arranged  to  have  State-Federal 
Inspection  of  lettuce  there.   They  ran  through  about  45,000  cartons 
of  lettuce  on  the  vacuum  cooler  that  averaged  to  gross  over  i3«00 
per  carton,  and  actually  netted  about  41.00  a  dozen  for  the  lettuce. 
That's  probably  the  best  price  Massachusetts  growers  ever  received. 
We  can't  expect  that  lettuce  will  be  in  as  good  demand  every  June  but 
we  hope  that  the  success  will  be  repeated. 

The  other  June  project  was  a  trip  for  the  food  editors  from  the 
press,  radio  and  television  to  the  F.  I.  Carter  greenhouses  in 
Tewksbury  and  the  farm  of  John  ^soian  in  Andover.   The  party  was 
stalled  at  the  Asolan  farm  by  a  torrential  rain  but  nobody  seemed 
disturbed  because  it  was  the  only  good  rain  we  had  in  three  months. 
The  food  editors  were  able  to  learn  what  a  huge  business  potted  plants 
are  in  -lassachusetts  and  also  the  scope  of  strawberries  and  tomatoes. 

The  fiscal  year  wound  up  in  the  midst  of  the  most  violent  drouth 
ever  experienced  in  Massachusetts. 
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Boston  Retail  Price  Report 
Eaoh  week  of  the  year  collect  and  assemble  retail  prices  for 
Items,  such  as  fresh  fruits,  vegetables,  fish,  meat,  poultry  and 
ialry  products,  except  milk,  throughout  the  Greater  Boston  Area  and 
publish  reports  covering  same.   This  report  Is  disseminated  to 
newspapers,  radio  and  TV  stations,  dieticians,  hospitals,  labor 
jnlons,  visiting  nurses,  clinics,  school  lunch  managers,  and 
private  Individuals  (to  mention  some  of  the  categories)  as  a  public 
service  of  the  Deportment. 

Promotional  Activities 
Each  week  prepare  and  deliver  b:\oalcast  for  Farm  and  Food  Hour, 
iiHDH,  featuring  some  timely  topic  of  consumer  Interest  with  emphasis 
on  native  agriculture.  Also  fill  guest  spots  on  various  radio  pro- 
grams using  information  of  current  consumer  interest. 

1.  Union  Agricultural  Meeting  -  women's  program 

2.  School  Lunch  -  'dvlsory  Board 

3.  American  Women  in  Radio  &  Television  and  other 
organizations  of  similar  nature 

4.  Special  promotions,  when  featured,  strawberries, 
apples,  milk,  cranberries,  etc. 

5.  Massachusetts  fairs  -  contest  arrangements  and 
judging. 

6.  Cooperation  with  other  government  and  private  agencies 

in  furthering  agricultural  programs  with  particular 

emphasis  on  consumer  information. 

Ruth  Gallagher 
Market  Investigator 
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Special  Apple  Market  Report 

Forty-five  Issues  of  the  Special  Apple  Market  Report  were 
Issued  between  August  23,  1956  and  April  18,  1957.   This  report 
Is  mailed  to  a  list  of  subscribers  submitted  by  the  Massachusetts 
Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Inc.  The  subscription  fee  covers 
the  cost  of  postage  and  the  Commonwealth  Is  reimbursed  for  same. 

All  the  regular  features  of  the  report  were  continued  and 
the  breakdown  of  Controlled  At  ;osphere  Storage  apples  included 
was  added  to  provide  better  information  for  the  marketing  of  the 
crop.   This  added  feature  was  requested  by  the  fruit  growers 
themselves. 


A.  Warren  Clapp 
Market  Investigator 


Seed  Inspection 

As  a  result  of  our  cooperative  work  with  the  U.S.D.A.  in  sub- 
mltting  samples  of  apparent  violations  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act  for 
the  spring  of  1956 »  29  warning  letters  were  sent  to  wholesalers 
who  shipped  these  Incorrectly  labelled  seed  Into  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Curran,  attorney  for  this  Department,  took  care  of  the  state 
violations . 

Except  for  the  sampling  of  a  few  shipments  during  the  fall  of 
state  purchases,  our  routine  seed  Inspection  and  sampling  started 
in  January,   t  this  time  of  year  many  shipments  are  made  to 
commercial  vegetable  and  plant  growers.   As  has  been  our  custom 
for  the  last  several  years,  vegetable  and  flower  seed,  particularly 
those  varieties  being  field  tested,  are  sampled  at  these  sources. 
This  gives  a  double  check  to  Just  what  quality  of  seed  these 
comaercial  growers  are  receiving — both  as  to  germination  and  true- 
ness  to  type,  the  latter  being  very  important  to  their  success. 
This  was  followed  by  a  spot  check  of  seed  retailers,  all  farm 
supply  houses,  also  both  state  institutions  and  agencies  receiving 
seed  bought  by  the  Commonwealth.   Inspection  continued  through 
June  until  the  end  of  the  active  seed  selling  season. 

Assisting  me  in  this  seed  sa mpling  and  checking  were  Paul 
Brown,  one  of  the  regular  inspectors,  living  in  Hadley,  and  **rank 
Allen  of  ^uincy. 

As  a  result  of  this  inspection,  29  *3top  Sale"  orders  were 
issued— the  most  general  reason  being  carrled-over  grass  seed 
mixtures  being  offered  for  sale  which  had  not  been  tested  within 
9  calendar  months.   In  general,  inspectors  reported  better  cooperation 
with  less  of  this  carrled-over  seed  being  offered  for  sale  without 
retest . 
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■ — ■  Seed  Inspection  Cont'd. 

In  addition  to  this  regular  routine  seed  Inspection  program 
In  Massachusetts,  the  first  survey  ever  undertaken  to  establish 
the  total  dollar  value  at  wholesale  of  all  kinds  of  seeds  sold  In 
Massachusetts  In  a  single  year  was  completed  during  the  fall. 
Up  to  this  time  no  one  had  any  idea  of  the  value  of  the  seed 
business.   It  was  a  revelation  to  both  ourselves, and  the  seed 
trade  as  well,  for  the  total  value  added  up  to  well  over  3  million 
dollars  at  wholesale,  without  doubt  between  5  and  6  million  dollars 
at  retail.   We  feel  that  this  survey  was  quite  accurate,  as  this 
total  was  the  result  of  replies  from  over  90  companies  out  of  115, 
possibly  shipping  into  Massachusetts,  the  ones  not  heard  from  being 
comparatively  s.aall  or  maybe  inactive.   We  had  excellent  coop  ration. 

Although  in  the  survey  we  did  not  ask  for  any  breakdown  by 
kind  of  seed,  it  would  be  quite  safe  to  say,  from  all  evidence  sub- 
mitted, that  the  value  of  turf  grass  seed  and  mixtures  of  same 
would  easily  equal  the  value  of  all  other  kinds  of  seed  put  together. 
This  clearly  reflects  the  vast  extent  of  suburban  house  and  highway 
development  going  on,  both  of  which  use  much  of  this  type  of  seed. 

The  fact  that  this  survey  brought  out  so  clearly  the  phenomenal 
amount  of  turf  grass  seed  being  sold  in  this  state  stresses  even 
more  clearly  the  importance  and  necessity  for  an  experienced  and 
qualified  analyst  of  turf  grass  seed.   As  long  as  we  have  one 
qualified  as  Miss  Anderson  at  the  laboratory  doing  these  samples, 
as  I  was  able  to  arrange  for  this  year,  all  will  be  well.   However, 
Miss  "nderson  Is  expecting  to  retire  soon,  and  arrangements  should 
be  made  now  to  employ  a  congenial  replacement  to  whom  she  can  impart 
her  knowledge.  This  poses  as  a  great  weakness  at  laboratory  for 
no  one  there  now  is  at  all  qualified  to  carry  on  this  exacting  work. 
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eed  Inspection  Cont'd 

Without  a  top-qualified  analyst  if   turf  grass  seeds, 
Massachusetts  would  face  the  Inevitable  dumping  of  nany  worth- 
less and  incorrectly  labeled  fixtures  on  the  Massachusetts 
markets  by  the  few  unscrupulous  companies  In  this  trade.   The 
many  reliable  seed  companies  need  this  protection  for  their 
honestly  labeled  merchandise. 


A#  Warren  Clapp 
Market  Investigator 
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Worcester  Produce  hsrket  Report 

I  think  the  feature  of  the  Worcester  market  most  worthy  of  comment 
concerns  the  declining  importance  of  the  Farmers  Xarket  which,  as  you 
probably  know,  has  held  forth  at  Salem  Square  for  more  than  100  years. 
There  were  this  past  season  no  more  than  seven  farmers  using  this 
market  at  all  (there  were  60  to  70  regulars  in  years  past)  and  some 
of  the  seven  came  in  only  two  days  a  week.   It  is  probable  that  by 
next  season  there  will  be  no  space  available  for  farmers  at  Salem 
Square  because  of  proposed  reconstruction  in  the  ares ,  and  possible 
that  there  will  be  no  farmers  Interested  in  using  it  anyway. 

Phis  has  been  the  first  year  of  existence  for  the  new  Food 
Distribution  Center  on  Route  20,  presently  occupied  by  two  produce 
dealers  and  two  meat  dealers.  From  all  I  can  gather  the  move  by  these 
produce  houses  from  the  city's  center  to  the  new  location  has  not 
resulted  in  any  loss  In  business  (except  a  little  peddler  trade)  nor 
any  sensational  gain  in  business  either. 

The  hope  has  been  that  other  produce  houses  now  rather  widely 
scattered  about  the  city  will  eventually  be  lured  into  locating  at  the 
new  Route  20  spot  but  there  seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  this 
happening. 

Other  aspects  of  the  work  here  have  continued  as  in  the  past.   A 
strike  of  composers  at  the  newspaper  plant  has  resulted  in  our  produce 
report  not  getting  its  usual  regular  printing  during  the  present  month 
but  this  trouble  will  probably  be  ironed  out  in  time.  Since  there  is 
little  native  produce  being  marketed  now,  there  have  been  no  complaints . 


W.  Enrl  Paddock 
Market  Reporter 
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s*  Springfield  Produce  Market  Report 

The  following  report  of  the  Market  Reporting  service  of  Division 
of  Markets  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  located  at 
-pringf isld,  /iass.,  in  cooperation  with  the  Hampden  County  Improvement 
_eapue,  The  Extension  Service,  The  Radio  i^ews  Service,  the  Springfield 
Auction  Market  Association,  The  Northampton  Livestock  Dairy  Auction 
and  the  Springfield  Apple  Growers  Ass'n.  is  respectfully  submitted 
for  the  year. 

The  Springfield  "holesale  Produce  .arket  Reports,  covering  both 
local  and  shipped  In  fruits  and  vegetables  sold  at  the  I  armer's  .market, 
Wholesale  Produce  Market,  The  Jobber's  F.arket,  The  Terminal  Market, 
have  been  Issued  daily  from  this  office.   The  objective  of  these  reports 
was  to  give  a  clear  and  concise  picture  of  the  conditions,  supply,  demand 
and  other  factors  responsible  for  the  establishment  of  prices  of  home 
grown  fruits  and  vegetables ,  poultry,  fresh  eggs,  apples,  potatoes, 
onions  and  basic  commodities  which  are  produced  in  volume  in  tr e  local 
area,   asparagus  was  another  feature  during  the  spring  season  as  this 
commodity  emanates  out  of  the  valley  area  in  truck  load  lots  nightly 
and  arrives  In  various  eastern  markets  where  it  is  sold  at  wholesale 
to  retailers  and  jobbers  supplying  chain  outlets. 

The  lead  paragraph  of  the  report  showed  Just  what  commodities  were 
active;  the  supply  of  seasonal  Items;  the  average  price  being  paid  by 
buyers,  jobbers,  retailers  and  wholesalers  doing  business  direct  with 
producers  selling  at  the  Farmer's  Market  on  Lyman  -treat.    o  early  can- 
vass of  the  market  was  made  daily,  growers  were  contacted  as  to  the 
amount  of  merchandise  they  had  to  offer,  the    lity  of  games,  the 
price  they  were  asking  and  an  effort  was  made  to  get  prices  in  equaliza- 
tion amongst  growers  so  as  to  have  a  more  orderly  system  of  marketing. 

A  grower  was  contacted  as  to  possibilities  of  furnishing  supply 
and  quality  of  a  given  commodity  in  advance  so  that  the  supply  and 
demand  factors  would  not  be  too  great  a  problem  as  commodities  reached 
normal  volume. 

The  Farmer '8  -arket  is  Ideally  situated  at  the  eastern  end  of  the 
wholesale  market  district,  located  on  Lyman  and  Spring  Streets,  it  serves 
Ideally,  the  requirements  of  the  wholesale  trade.   Wholesale  meat  so 
grocery  dealers  and  egg  dealers  are  also  located  in  this  are  .   ^uyers 
can  obtain  their  needed  requirements  as  they  shop  the  wholesale  district. 
The  harket  opens  early  in  the  spring,  as  soon  as  vegetables  from  this 
area  are  available  and  continues  duping  the  year  until  about  Thanksgiving 
time  when  the  temperatures  lower  an0 out-of-door  selling  is  impossible. 
Apple  growers  and  others  having  insulated  equipment,  continue  to  market 
through  the  area  selling  to  wholesalers  and  the  trade  who  have  been 
patronizing  them  through  the  season. 

-irly  trading  in  the  summer  season  is  at  about  daylight  with  a 
group  of  buyers  servicing  the  more  distant  points  being  the  chief  users 
of  the  early  trading  period.   Growers  also  have  to  get  into  their  stalls 
at  around  5  o'clock  to  arrange  their  produce  and  get  established  for 
business.   Often  a  late  producer  finds  he  has  lost  a  market  due  to  being 
unsble  to  #et  established  and  ready  for  the  early  buyers. 
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Some  congestion  t.     lace  in  the  a    b  district  but  this  is  good 
for  business  as  it  has  a  psychological  effect  on  buyers  to  the  effect 
that  supplies  are  likely  to  be  short  and  stimulates  them  into  beir 
free  trader    La  like  a  crowd  and  active  trading  develops  co  - 

tit  ion  an    rids  to  boost  r  rices  when  parties  feel  a  shor 
developin  .    e  anxiety  stirs  the  buyer  end  he  acts  quickly  and  often 
lncreaoe3  his  requirement a  to  graj&ei   -  ^ntltits  than    would  if  he 
had  ample  tl  i   to  tr.de. 


1.  cement*    the 

row er s  are  ass  1  :ned 
arriv  . 


A  market  master  supervises  activities  and 
Farmers'  Market  which  is  a  grower  coop    ..  Iv  . 

jlar  seasonal  stalls     transients  placed  as  they 
addition  to  the  local    ewers'  ..arV:et  was  Beds  two  years  ago  so  that 
they  now  have  an  outlet  to  a  parallel  street  and  additional  space  for 
the  Increasing  number  of  producers  who  pi  "  r  to  market  their  produce- 
direct.   One  of  the  big  c'    ;es  in  market!    notices  is  the  p^reat 
incre  se  in  the  number  of  producers  now  selling  their  own  merchandise- 
as  i  -ilnst  a  number  who  used  to  leave  this  selling  to  Ler  . 

i  have  the  benefit  of  market  prices  and  are  favored  with  good 
service  in  the  distribution  of  the  wholesale  produce  taarket  reports 
so  that  they   re  in  close  touch  with  their  market  as  well  as  good  con- 
tact        ~->lde  markets.   Growers  use  this  service  freely  and  con- 

er  it  a  pert  of  the  agricultural  service  which  aids  them  in  doi- 
a  real  satisfactory  Job  as  well  as  allows  them  to  keep  on  th   rofit  side 
of  the  ledger.   ire  .vers  establish  their  own  market  prices  in  selling  at 

1    it  is  interest in-T  and  commendable  the  way  that  they  swing 
into  line  an    ^ep   in  line  with  others  located  sc 
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them. 
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of  "supply  and  demand"  is  used  to  so       -nt,  especially  amongst  th 

buyer        ers  consider  it  an  advent    to  unload  a    t  of 
their  load  at  a  price  and  then  speculates  little  easier  with  the  balance. 

The  Farmers'  Market  opens  about  daylight  and  is  considered  over  at 
about  9*30*    fter  this  time  most  of  th-    '•ply  is  cleared  and  producers 
are  off  t<  for  another  day.    are  are  four  separate 

units,  The  Farmers'  iv;arkat,  Wholesale  Dealers,  Jobbers  Market  and  a 
Dentinal  group  o    ;ting  a  carlot  and  less  carlot  business  direct  from 
the  railrc    siding  on  Columbus  Avenue  some  distance  from  the  regular 

Pket     .        .roup  sells  to  wholesalers  and  jobbers  who  re-sell 
to  the  trad     rter  surveying  the  market  and  tabulating  the  Information, 
the  work  is  completed  on  stencil  mimeograph  form  at  the  office  of  the 
Hampden  County  Improvement  Lei  -ie  in  West  Springfield,  where  office  ar 
Btenographic,  tc  ..   r  services  are  provid    a  cooperation 

with  this  department.     irty  five  copies  of  the  market  reports  are 
mailed  out  to  a  regnler  and  subscription  list,  covering  radio  stations, 
cooperating  agencies*  clai--1  departments  of  railroads,  'wholesalers  and 
jobbers.   The  newspapers  are  also  a  good  source  of  dissemination  of 

ws  and  their  cooperation  is   r  tefully  acknowledged.    he 
aornln       t  reports  are  released  in  the  local  afternoon  papev    od 
th    "ly  edition  covers  the  out-lying  producing  section.   Other  reperts 
are  sent  first  class  mail  sc  that  they     available  the  first  thlnsr 
the  following  day.  The  prices  act  as  a  cruide  for  those  having  fruits, 
ve?et''-iles,       poultry,  dairy   roducts,  apples  or  onions  to  sell  in 

ids,  carlots  or  sot         ifcities  considered  as  wholesale  lots.   A 
younger  rroup  o\       podueen    ^e   taken  over         r  alertness  in  ■    »t- 
ln  •  situation  fluctuate  more  rapidly 

as.  a  result  LI  fcn  line     acre  orderly  system 

Of  Ti^-p    ;  «  «,  ^.  „     -i 
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A  number  of  local  and  nearby  produc  e   specializing  in      arly 

crops    end   this  beco-  >ntic  business    for    the   local   tr  are    . 

s    in   plant   houses   and    the   pi-  scit   out  \         re  the 

er  of   frost    have   passed,    ^one  even   in   th  essor  iti&i        his   calls 

for   careful   plahni  md    care  with      -•    e   cc  •lants   when   th 

weather   reports   appear   unfuvor-ble.     Growers   have      -  idled   fcl 


varieties   suit         g   for    their 


and    early  marketing   is  way 


a  he 


ad . 


our 

each 


The  National  Etyofliic   ."Uvislon  of  t    r  ea  Company  uses 

vice  during  the  local  season  in  particular  and  calls  the  office 
for  current  prices  on  local  fruits  and  vegetables.   I 
infer  ied  by  producers  that  they  are  paid  on  the  basis  of  the  informa- 
tion riven  and  after  a  c        irvey,  find  that  the  Chain  unit  is 
usi        reducers  very  fairly  in  their  purchasP    r<  r   wherein 
th<::    jducer  delivers  directly  to  their  warehous -  .  o  not  have  a 

>uyer  in  t     rt;:et   r  s   their  shiy    *  out  is  done  In  the  lata  afternoon 
and  evenin  hours. 


I  have  Issued  a  wholesale  e       ct  report,  giving  wholesale 
prices  paid  to  farnr  r  t    small  lot  and  jot    2  sales,  in  lesser  quanti- 
ties and  cartoned  e<yrs,  candled  and     led  for  size.   This  service  is 
an  important  part  of  th.       t  news     used  extensively  by  producers 
in  this  and  other  western  counties,  radio  stations,  newspapers  and 
other  reporting  agencies.    Is  is  an  important  phase  of  news  and 
rvice  as  it  affects  a  lefrg    r*bup  and  an  industry  of  considerable 


Giz; 


importance. 


Wholesale  poultry  market  prices  are  also  listed  daily  and  this 
service  also  h    erit  and  is  used  by  poultry-men  and  -     t  men  in 
selling  a  \   \  uyin . 


ilal  appl      st  report  is  issued  during  the  fall  and  winter 
seasc  ,  rith  monthly    ports  of  storage  hold'        s  to  keep  producers 
informed  as  to  the  out    storage  -     ent .   It  also  '    the  benefit  of 

nee  Informing  t  r  so  that  he  should         many  apples 

are  fc     sole  any  should  be  moved  provided  the   pie  program 

is  going  to  work  successfully,  k   survey  has  been  made  by  experts  so  that 
growers  now  know  just      to  do  and  whet  to  sell  if  they  wish  to  have 
an  orderly  marketing  pre     .      It        pal  products  specialized  in 
are  summer  squ    ,  t<    oes,  cucumbers  and  cultivated  blueberr   -  . 
Irrigation  has  also  entered  the  agricultural  picture  in  prominence, 
lly  as  pertains  to  early  cr<    *nd  during  tVie  lengthy  drought 
riods  such  as  experiencedtl  is  year . 


Increased  costs  in  op 
this  has  been  offset  by 
to  be  that  a  commodity  wou 
time  and  would  then  feel  t 
produced.    I th  this  explo 
supply  starts  off  moderate 
of  favorable  prices  before 
ewer  has  his  normal  supp 
pack     used  locally 
tomato  lugs,  half  bushel  b 
stltute  l      'or  portion 
the  unit  used  for  paoklr 
containers  but  clean,  re- 
demand,        f  thasi 

of  d   cont  ' 


have  been  reported  by  producers  but 
tter  prices  over  an  e    ledperiod.   It  used 
Id  not  come  into  bee. rim?  until  t     .  al 
he  competition  of  an  abundant  supply  normally 
itatlon  in  the  field  of  early  cropine,  the 
ly     continues  thus  which  allows  for  a  period 

th-  rei  lly  normal  season  arrives"        ry 
ly  or  so-called  seasonal  supply.   Th<  types  of 
Btly  o^  a  second-hand  t\   .      J   jshels, 
ts,  8  quart      tsano    ..on  crates  con- 
of  oontaii        ^ted  by  loe     olucer 
their  fruit     1      Lea.       use  new 
I  units  ere  sect     le  and  in  tl    r   :er 
fro:  '  : ent  sources 

c  1 1  c  . 
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Out  of  town  buyers      been  attracted  to  the  local         net 
their  influ  to  ]    /rices   lthin  a  narrowed  r 

1  to  stabilize  market  vain   .       icers  c         this 
no <        'mont,  Ire,  Connecticut  ai    orcesterCount  , 

The  local  tr       rea  is  ,000.    r    .:   1  is  a  distribute 

rfcet  for  thi  rn'  area.  "Cr,l  :  ' 

-      d  to  point     istributlon  or  sale, 
~~^r  fruit  cooperative*    1  this  service  and  sells  in 
transit        reshj      order         car'     sol"... 


aature  to  the  report  was  the  Mortl  rative 

LivestocV   uctl  n  ~rt.  -      cerH      ily  0     _,e 

wholes;     -ices  •  Btion     1  eac 

tit    rvrd  ne  &   I  asls  of  selling  for  to  sell  :,t   tfc 

auction  and  those  sellj       ot  to  buy- r-'  . 


the 


ere  has  been  a     t  need  for  livestoc  rices  duu 

location  of  this  marfe     ^om  the  2.    r  eastern  mat      md  tradln? 
rs .  :  center  for  far 

- 

.  volume      \  tl  r  chapels  serves  as  e 

quotations  'which  art.     LI   le  to  agricultu        b.      older  method 
•was  to  follow  the      r  eastern  m  but  now  the  local  t-        - 

lisht.  i  its  o    lethods  of    L1J     rices  with  ul 

satisiuctory  returns  to  producers.    eports  indi<  r.urns  to 

producers   r<  ofter  better  than  they        ve  been  )  follow 

the  older  method*  turns       flee    in  the  volu    ut  through  the 
etiorj. 


I  :■  time  during  th  riod     ave  for  sc:" 

ne  made  my  own  stencils  at  the  League  of  fie 
This  interferes  with  t\  -   iltry  and 

cattle  dealers  to  t  e    ant  that  late  at  the  ej        s. 

To  correct  this  situ        ;uld  be  to  have  t\  ue  staff 

stencils  Thereby  r  :"or  t1    to  T-  T 


e  are  indet   !  to  t"       ien  County 
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illy  submitted, 

[]   ,        Investigator 
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Plant  Pest  Control  Section 
Annual  Keport  -  July  1,  1956- June  30,  1957 

FORIT'ORD 

The  plant  pest  control  activities  of  the  division  of  Plant 
est  Control  &  Pairs  are  carried  out  under  authority  of  Section  16  - 
>1A  of  Chapter  128  G.  L.  Mass.  Tercentenary  Edition  as  amended.   Prior 
o  1939 t    this  work  was  performed  by  the  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control, 
ne  of  the  originally  designated  administrative  units  of  the  department, 
hder  Chapter  if05,  Acts  of  1939,  the  Division  of  Reclamation,  Soil  Sur- 
ey  and  Pairs  was  abolished,  but  the  Pairs  section  was  salvaged  by  trans- 
'er  and  appended  to  the  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control.   The  work  of  the 
edesignated  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control  &  Pairs  continued  to  be  ad- 
tinistered  by  a  trained  entomologist  as  Director  with  the  Assistant  Di- 
ector  of  the  abolished  division  in  charge  of  the  Pairs  section.   This 
condition  continued  until  the  resignation  of  the  Director  in  19l|3«  On 
"anuary  26,  19^4-1  the  Assistant  Director  in  charge  of  the  Pairs  section 
ras  appointed  Director  and  since  that  time  the  Division  has  been  direct- 
id  by  appointees  untrained  in  pest  control.   The  circumstances  at  the 
;ime  the  new  division  was  created  were  such  that  it  was  clearly  the  in- 
;ent  of  the  legislature  that  the  work  of  the  newly  created  combined  di- 
rision  would  be  directed  by  one  trained  in  pest  control  techniques.  This 
;ype  of  direction  should  be  restored  or  the  two  activities  separated  en- 
;irely  to  eliminate  such  a  mongrel  monstrosity. 

Under  the  law,  the  Division  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
>lant  pest  control  section,  is  directed  to  inspect  annually,  beginning 
>n  July  1,  each  nursery  or  place  where  nursery  stock  is  grown  and  to 
•ertify  as  to  its  apparent  freedom  from  insect  pests  or  plant  diseases. 


It  is  authorized  to  inspect  plants  or  plant  products  entering  the  State 
with  power  to  condemn  such  stock  if  necessary  to  prevent  introduction 
of  pests  of  economic  importance.  Under  the  law,  it  issues  special  li- 
censes to  sell  nursery  stock  in  Massachusetts;  certifies  stock  requir- 
ing special  inspection  for  consignment  to  other  states  or  to  foreign 
countries;  makes  surveys  to  determine  outbreaks  of  unusual  or  newly  in- 
troduced plant  pests;  promulgates  and  enforces  quarantines  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  dangerous  pests;  and  cooperates  with  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  in  the  enforcement  of  Federal  quarantines  appli- 
cable to  Massachusetts.  Under  Section  31A,  the  plant  pest  control  sec- 
tion is  resoonsible  for  the  administration  of  the  law  originally  designed 
to  control  the  European  corn  borer  thru  specified  farm  operations. 

In  addition  to  regulatory  functions  as  required  or  authorized 
by  law,  the  section,  thru  its  trained  personnel,  makes  available  informa- 
tion regarding  the  identification  and  control  of  insects  and  plant  dis- 
eases of  economic  importance,  as  a  public  service.  This  function  is  be- 
coming of  increased  value  and  importance. 

K7L  TQHY  ACTIVITI  H 

Nursery  Inspection:  The  annual  inspection  of  the  commercial  nurseries  in 
Massachusetts  as  required  by  statute  was  completed  on  September  13,  1956. 
Certificates  of  inspection  were  Issued  to  385  establishments  classified 
8  8  follows: 
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Type  of  Stock  Not  Acreage 

sneral  (evergreen,  deciduous  295  2,737 

and  perennial) 

:»eenhouse-rrrown  !|3 

Lueberry,  raspberry,  strawberry         38  77 

ihlia  and  gladiolus  2.  Ii7 

LI  Stock:  385  2,861 

During  the  balance  of  the  year  to  June  30,  1957,  additional 
srtificates  wei'e  issued  to  nine  new  establishments,  making  a  nrand 
3tal  for  the  year  of  39^-»  °f  these  additional  nurseries,  seven  pro- 
iced  general  stock  on  5  3/fy-  acres J  one   was  a  strawberry-plant  nursery 
1  l/l|.  acre  and  one  was  a  greenhouse,  These  additions  increased  the 
>tal  area  devoted  to  the  production  of  nursery  stock  in  Massachusetts 
3  2,867  (excluding  greenhouses). 

During  the  inspection  work,  it  was  common  to  find  minor  in- 
sstations  of  the  Japanese  beetle,  rose  chafer,  birch  leaf  miner  and 
sale  insects.  Gypsy  moth  egg  clusters  were  found  in  establishments  in 
o;awam,  Bedford,  Haverhill,  ''estfield  and  West  Newbury.  These  findings, 
hile  not  serious,  indicate  the  need  for  continued  virrilanee  with  re- 
pect  to  this  pest.  Considerable  winter-killing  was  noted,  particularly 
n  taxus,  arbor-vitae,  azalea  and  rhododendron,  with  minor  damage  to 
lower inr  dogwood,  flowering  almond  and  laurel. 

trawberry  Inspection;  In  October  1956,  final  seasonal  inspections  were 
ade  in  nineteen  of  the  strawberry-plant  nurseries  in  the  state.   It  v-as 
Dted  that  the  plants  seemed  to  be  smaller  in  size,  due  to  late  spring 
lantinf%  The  ?-rowers  hoped  that  a  late  fall  season  rnir^ht  enable  the 
lants  to  attain  their  normal  rrowth.  Leaf  spot  seemed  to  be  rather 
*mnon  and  one  case  of  stunting  or  dwarfing  was  noted  on  Catskill  plants. 

In  May  and  June,  1957,  the  first  special  inspection  of  straw- 
arry  stock  nurseries  for  the  1957  season  was  completed.   The  plants  looked 
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average  in  size  and  appearance.   The  unusually  dry  sprinr  did  not  favor 
rapid  growth  of  newly  set  plants  and  many  powers  had  already  set  up 
their  irrigation  systems.  Several  growers  v?ere  usin*?  virus-free  foun- 
dation stock  for  new  plantings,  and  two  corners  were  actually  producing 
virus-free  plants  according  to  regulations  set  up  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  ;- tri culture.  The  operation  involved  the  construction  of 
a  screen  house,  isolation  of  the  plants  and  a  very  rigid  spray  and  dust- 
ing program. 

Barberry  Inspection:  Poiir  Massachusetts  nurseries;  namely,  Bay  State, 
Littlefield-Vyman,  Adams  and  Atwater  are  authorized  to  firow  and  move 
rust-resistant  plants  of  Berberis,  Fahoberis  and  Mahonla  interstate  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  Federal  black-stem  rust  quarantine 
(No.  38) •   The  Federal  enforcement  officials  reported  that  the  permittee 
nurseries  were  operating  in  conformity  to  the  regulations* 
Post-^ntry  Quarantine;  Supervising  Nursery  Inspector  Kuzraiski  cooperated 
with  officials  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  enforc- 
ing the  retaliations  governing  the  nost-entry  provisions  of  Federal  Plant 
Quarantine  No.  37»  The  purpose  of  the  regulations  is  to  prevent  the  dis- 
semination of  any  pest  which  is  new  or  rare  in  the  United  States  and  like- 
ly to  be  harmful  to  its  host.  Species  of  about  £0  genera  of  plants  (trees 
and  shrubs) ,  are  allowed  entry  with  the  proviso  that  they  be  rrown  in  de- 
tention for  two  ^rowing  seasons  to  determine  whether  they  are  harboring 
pests  in  latent  form.   If  inspection  shows  the  presence  of  pests, the 
plants  are  destroyed  forthwith.  On  the  other  hand,  if  after  a  suitable 
growing  period  no  dangerous  symptoms  appear,  the  plants  are  released  for 
sale  or  further  propagation.  During  inspections  in  July  195&,  eight  nurs- 
eries were  Inspected  in  which  1,612  plants  were  imported  originally. 
Symptoms  of  virus  infection  appeared  on  33  plants  and  these  were  rouged. 
In  September  1956,  the  post-entry  stock  in  eighteen  nurseries  was  inspected. 
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Aa  a  result  of  this  inspection,  329  plants  In  ^ood  condition  were  released, 
the  owners  having  fulfilled  the  detention  requirements.  An  additional 
367  plants  were  found  to  have  died  or  were  diseased  and  --ere  destroyed. 
Pest  Survey:   In  December  1956,  a  corn  borer  survey  was  undertaken  in 
'  orcester,  Norfolk,  Middlesex  and  Plymouth  counties.   In  the  method  used 
in  this  survey,  the  inspector  walks  into  the  approximate  center  of  the 
field,  cuts  and  examines  2$   plants  and  records  the  number  of  plants  found 
to  be  infested.   Two  of  the  infested  plants  are  dissected  and  count  is 
made  of  the  number  of  borers  found  or  emergence  holes  if  no  borers  are 
present.   Sach  2f>  plants  are  usually  representative  of  about  one-half 
acre  of  field  area.   rom  the  data  recorded,  the  percentage  of  infesta- 
tion is  computed*  The  results  of  the  survey  showed  that  20*2%   of  the 
stalks  were  infested  and  the  average  number  of  borers  per  100  plants 
was  \\$*     Prom  this  survey  it  would  appear  that  in  the  fields  actually 
surveyed  the  corn  borer  incidence  was  relatively  low. 
Foreign  Shipments :   Some  states  and  foreign  countries  require  special 
certification  of  certain  nursery  stock.  During  the  year  there  were  31 
shipments  of  stock  requiring  sich  snecial  certification.  These  shipments 
were  consigned  as  follows:  California  (5),  Canada  (8),  Czechoslovakia  (3), 
Cuba  (1),  Denmark  (3),  Germany  (2),  Holland  (l),  Italy  (l),  Japan  (l), 
Luxemburg  (1),  Puerto  Sico  (l),  Sweden  (3)*  These  consignments  con- 
sisted largely  of  tree  seeds  principally  to  Canada;  rooted  cuttings  of 
Dlanthus  (carnations);  orchids  to  California;  and  one  Glorosaiily  to  Italy. 
Corn  rforer  Control  Law;  The  section  is  charged  with  the  enforcement  of 
the  European  corn  borer  control  lav?  (Section  31A)  ^hich  in  its  original 
form  required  the  disposal  of  corn  stubble  by  December  1  of  the  year  of 
its  growth  and  corn  stalks  by  April  10  of  the  year  following  the  year 
of  their  growth.  By  amendment  of  the  law  by  Chapter  lUh,    Acts  of  19^3, 
the  intent  of  the  original  statute  was  nullified  by  providing  for  the 
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postponement  of  ploughing  until  spring,  provided  the  corn-land  had  been 
seeded  to  a  cover  crop  for  soil  conservation  purposes.   This  action 
greatly  reduced  the  effectiveness  of  control  which  the  original  statute 
was  designed  to  accomplish.   The  section  has  issued  permits  under  the 
law,  but  compliance  with  the  amended  law  has  been  difficult,  due  to  the 
fact  the t  the  sowing  of  cover  crops  has  become  an  accepted  soil  conserva- 
tion practice  and  nearly  every  farmer  would  be  entitled  to  a  permit. 
Only  four  permits  were  issued  during  the  fiscal  year  which  is  indicative 
of  the  situation.  Since  spring  ploughing  does  not  accomplish  control 
of  the  insect  as  originally  intended,  the  law  is  virtually  obsolete  and 
should  be  repealed. 

3lls ter  Kust  Control  Area  Permits:   The  control  of  the  white  pine  blist- 
er rust  disease  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Natural  Resources.   However,  this  section  has  the  authority  in 
quarantine  matters,  and,  therefore,  retains  the  responsibility  for  the 
issuance  of  permits  providing  for  the  entry  of  currant  and  gooseberry 
bushes  under  Federal  Plant  Quarantine  No.  63.   During  the  fiscal  year, 
219  permits  were  issued  to  out-of-state  nurseries  covering  the  shipment 
of  625  currant  and  98  gooseberry  bushes.  Applications  numbering  k.6   were 
denied  because  the  stock  was  destined  to  restricted  control  area  town- 
ships.  This  quarantine  is  designed  as  an  aid  in  protecting  the  white 
pine  resources  of  the  Commonwealth  from  further  damage  by  this  disease. 
A  very  large  percenta  re  of  the  permits  issued  covered  shipments  of  from 
one  to  three  specimens  of  Alpine  currants,  a  species  used  for  ornamental 
purposes,  rather  than  for  fruit  production. 

Agents  Licenses;  Under  Section  18  of  the  pest  control  statute,  licenses 
for  the  sale  of  nursery  stock  in  Massachusetts  were  issued  to  215  appli- 
cants. Cach  applicant  files  with  this  section  a  list  of  certified  nurs- 
eries fro  which  he  purchases  stock  or  whom  he  represents  as  a  salesman. 
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STATUS  OF  KAJOR  P '.■.STS 

Japanese  beetle:   Generally  speaking,  adult  Japanese  beetles  were  not  as 
abundant  as  In  1955*   It  Is  believed  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  in  re- 
sent years  there  has  bien  a  tremendous  increase  in  the  use  of  insecticides 
which  in  itself  has  been  effective  in  reducing  the  population  of  this  pest, 
vioreover,  in  the  fall  of  1955  the  soil  was  very  dry  and  such  conditions 
are  detrimental  to  the  hatching  and  survival  of  young  larvae.   There  was 
a  slight  increase  in  abundance  with  unusual  flights  during  mid-August, 
Dut  during  September,  activity  subsided  following  rains  and  chilly  weather, 
rhe  first  reports  of  the  appearance  of  the  new  generation  of  adults  were 
received  on  June  7»  1957 >  &  rather  early  date. 

Suropean  ^arwiftt    aropean  earwigs  were  less  abundant  than  in  1955*  Here 
again,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  use  of  in- 
secticides, especially  Ghlordane,  for  the  control  of  this  nuisance  insect 
has  been  particularly  successful  in  reducing  the  population. 
Gypsy  Moth  Situation:  The  gypsy  moth  population  reached  a  new  all-time 
low  in  Massachusetts  during  July  and  August  195&.   This  reflects  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  the  intensive  and  extensive  spraying  programs  that  have 
been  in  progress  in  recent  years  in  this  state.   There  will  be  need,  how- 
ever, for  continued  vigilance  to  detect  arid  suppress  outbreaks  of  this 
pest  since  experience  has  shown  such  outbreaks  will  certainly  occur  from 
time  to  time. 

^utch  -.!;•  Disease:  The  responsibility  for  the  control  of  the  Dutch  elm 
disease  now  rests  with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
and  its  local  representatives.  However,  this  office  received  numerous 
requests  for  information  about  control  and  particularly  regarding  the 
operation  of  the  law.  There  is  indication  of  a  general  misunderstanding 
regarding  the  efforts  to  control  this  serious  enemy  of  the  valuable  com- 
munity resources  represented  by  the  elms. 
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ther  Pests;   In  August  1956,  reports  were  received  of  outbreaks  of  the 
ight-spotted  fores ter.  a  moth,  which  in  its  larval  or  caterpillar  stage, 
s  particularly  destructive  to  Ivy  vines.   In  many  sections  of  the  Back 
ay  in  Boston,  thrifty  vines  on  apartment  buildings  were  completely  de- 
olieted  almost  overnight.   This  caused  concern  among  property  owners  in 
hat  section.   The  pest  is  readily  controlled  by  an  application  of  any 
tomach  poison  if  the  feeding  is  detected  promptly. 

In  April  1957,  there  was  a  heavy  infestation  of  clover  mites 
nvading  houses.  These  pests  are  eight-legged,  reddish  creatures  that 
ttack  fruit  and  forest  trees  and  herbaceous  plants.   They  do  no  damage 
nslde  houses,  but  their  presence  is  annoying.  There  are  a  number  of 
enerations  a  year. 

In  mid- June  1957*  the  adults  of  Brood  XIV  of  the  17  year  Cicada 
commonly  but  incorrectly  referred  to  as  locust),  made  their  reappearance 
rincipally  in  the  scrub  oak-pitch  pine  forests  of  southeastern  Massachu- 
etts,  particularly  in  the  towns  of  Plymouth,  Bourne  and  Falmouth.  These 
nsects  are  of  little  or  no  economic  importance  in  the  areas  where  the 
'emale  cicada  confines  its  activities  to  the  making  of  egg-laying  slits 
n  the  twigs  of  the  scrub  oak.  r"here  the  insect  occurs  in  larger  trees 
orae  damage  is  done  by  killing  many  of  the  ta&gs.   The  adults  are  a  nui- 
ance  since  in  flight  they  come  in  contact  with  passing  vehicles.    In 
reas  There  they  congregate  in  larre  numbers,  the  males  produce  a  weird 
lgh-pitched  hum  which  at  times  can  be  deafening.   The  reappearance  of 
hese  insects  resulted  in  a  few  inquiries  from  local  residents. 

^irch  Leaf  Miners  were  still  in  evidence  with  continued  damage. 

On  the  brighter  side  of  the  pest  picture,  there  was  little  or 
io  injury  by  the  elm  leaf  beetle  and  no  serious  outbreaks  of  the  army  worm, 
s  has  been  indicated  previously  in  this  report,  there  was  an  appreciable 
eduction  in  the  population  of  the  Japanese  beetle  and  the  European  earwig. 

here  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  the  rust  which  devastated  so  many  ash 
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;rees  in  issex  County  towns  in  195t»   There  was  no  evidence  of  even  the 
existence  of  the  Oriental  ftoth  which  20  or  more  years  ago  infested  shade 
md  fruit  trees  in  metropolital  Boston. 

PUBLIC       IONS  S  ;HVICE 

Service  to  the  general  public  was  rendered  thru  response  to 
i3k   calls  by  telephone,  conversations  with  115  persons  who  came  to  the 
>ffice,  and  replies  to  73  inquiries  by  letter.   These  combined  inquiries 
'elated  to  the  pests  enumerated  below: 

INSECTS 


*Ants    (house,    garden,   carpenter) 
ttBirch  leaf  miner 

Bat  flies 
--'•Cereal  pests 

Cicada   ( 17-year) 
Clothes  moths 
-aClover  mites 
^Cockroaches 

Crickets 

Drug  store  beetle 
European  earwigs 
la  leaf  beetles 

Euonymous  scale 
*Fleaa 

Fly  Maggots 

Gypsy  moths 


Hawthorne  leaf  miner 

Ivy  scale 
■^Japanese  beetles 

Mites  (Hed  spider) 

Mosquitoes 

Oak  leaf  miner 

Pear  psylla 
ttPlant  lice 

Powder-post  beetles 

Rose  chafers 

-frSllverfish 
^Termites 

Ticks 
#Wasps  and  hornets 


Repeated  requests 
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DISTSAF 


Anple-pear  blight 
Cedar-apple  blight 
Dutch  9ltn  disease 
Mildew 


Quince  rust 
Tomato  blights 

ite  pine  blister  rust 


Inquiries  unrelated  to  plant  pest  control  included  a  great 
variety  of  subjects  as  indicated  by  the  following  list: 
Artificial  light  -  effect  on  plant  growth    Lawns-construction  and  care 


Beach  plums  -  sources  of  supply 

Bats 
Bees 

Blueberries  -  location  of  areas  of  wild 

Brush  Killers 

^ull  brier  eradication 

Christmas  tree  plantations  and  sales 

Cider  presses 

Corn  -  Indian 

Cornus  varieties 

Crab-grass  eradication 

Cranberry  picking  permits  on 
federal  reservation 

Fertilizer  -  analysis  and  regulations 

Forestry  schools  located  In  New  jrvland 

Fruit-tree  planting 

geranium  propagation 

drapes  -  effect  of  frost 

Greenhouses  -  valuation  for  tax  purposes 

Ground  cover  olants 


Loam  -  depth  requirements 
for  lawns 

Mailing  lists  -  agriculture 

Melons  -  propagation  of 
new  varieties 

Mushroom  culture  and 

identification 

Peony  culture 
#Plgeon  riddance 

Plant  Propagation 
■^Poison  Ivy  eradication 

Pond  lily  eradication 

Potato  ball  (seed)  identification 

Rabbit  damage 

Salt  hay  -  market  possibilities 

Sawdust  -  use  in  agriculture 

Peptic  tanks 
ttSoedlings  for  reforestation 
ttShade  Tree  care 

Shrubs  -  transplanting  <<.•  pruning 

Snakes 
tfSoil  testing 
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}ypsum  -  use   in  agriculture 
iardwood   tree  sprout  eradication 

iollyhock  seeds   -  when  to  plant 
-louse  plants   -  care  of 
iunting  laws 
Iris  culture 


^Squirrel  riddance 

State  flower  of  Massachusetts 

(Mayflower) 

Swimming  pool  -  correction  of 

muddy  condition 


Toadstool  eradication  in  lawns 

Tree  well  construction  in 
grading  lawns 

*Tree  surgery 

?ed  eradication 

*Soysia  lawn  grass  -  value  in 

Massachusetts 


*Kepeated  requests 

Persons  visitin-:  the  office  usually  bring  with  them  for  identi- 
fication specimens  of  insects,  diseased  plants  or  plant  products,  or  leaves 
of  trees  and  shrubs,  and  fruit •   Amonr  the  identifications  during  the  fis- 
cal year  were  the  following* 

INSECTS 


*nts 

Asiatic  garden  beetles 
Cockroaches 

Confused  flour  beetles 
European   Earwigs 
ight-Spotted  forester 
?lour  moths 
h»ape-leaf  galls 
iornets 

ichneumon  flies 
tndian  meal  moth 
iiillipedes 
lonarch  or  milk  weed  butterfly 


Murky  ground  beetle 

Parasitic  Hymenoptera   (wasp) 

Plant  lice 

Rhododendron  lace  bug 

Saw-toothed  grain  beetle 

Spiders 

Spotted  pelidonta  beetle 

Stag  beetles 

Stalk  beetles 

Stalk  borers  (tomato) 

Taxus  mealy  bug 

Termites 

■  hite  pine  weevil 
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DISEASE 


31ossom  and  blight  of  tomato 


( Physiological) 


PLANT  HATSRIAL 


3oston  Ivy 
[Jaladium  leaf 
European  linden  leaf 


Gill-over- the- ground 

Mulberry  leaves 

Rum  cherry  leaf  and  fruit 


Special  Inspection:   In  October  1956,  at  the  request  of  the  Farm  Super- 
intendent of  the  Massachusetts  School  for  Crippled  Children  in  Canton, 
the  Assistant  Director  made  a  special  inspection  of  a  reportedly  Infest- 
Bd  car lot  of  hay  purchased  in  Canada  for  use  in  the  institution's  dairy. 
3?he  insects  found  in  the  hay  were  ultimately  identified  as  (l)  soft 
bodied  aphid-like  insects,  belonging  in  the  family  Psoidae,  and  (2)  a 
minute  grain-eating  beetle  of  the  family  Cucujidae.  Since  neither  of 
the  insects  represented  any  particular  menace  to  farm  animals  or  crops 
at  the  institution,  the  hay  was  finally  accepted* 

MISCELLANEOUS  ACTIVITIES 


The  Assistant  Director  was  delegated  to  arrange  for  the  31st 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eastern  Plant  Board  at  the  Lord  Jeffrey  Inn  in 
^mherst  on  October  11  and  12.   Delegates  from  13  states  In  the  north- 
east were  in  attendance,  together  with  representatives  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture.   The  greetings  of  the  Commonwealth 
rere  extended  by  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  Hawes.  At  the  banquet  on 
October  11,  Dr.  Shannon  McCune,  Provost  of  the  University  of  Massachu- 
setts, was  the  guest  speaker.   During  the  sessions,  the  following  sub- 
jects were  discussed;  namely,  recent  developments  in  regulrtory  work; 
trends  in  thinking  In  domestic  plant  quarantines;  nematode  problems 
confronting  quarantine  officials;  the  ^rypsy  moth  situation  and  recent 
developments  in  plant  quarantine  work.   The  delegates  also  visited  the 
University,  including  a  special  stop  at  the  Shade  Tree  Laboratory  and 
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njoyed  the  expansive  autumnal  scenes  In  the  Quabbin  Vater  Supply  fieser- 
atlon  of  letropolitan  Boston,  in  nearby  i3elchertown  and  V.are. 

In  November  1957*  the  Assistant  Director  attended  a  meeting  of 
he  Eastern  Plant  Board  in  New  York  City,   At  this  meeting  the  agenda  in- 
luded  discussion  on  the  Soy  Bean  Cyst  Nematode,  T  itchweed,  Gypsy  Moth, 
irus-free  strawberry  certification,  European  Chafer  and  recent  develop- 
ents  in  foreign  plant  quarantines. 

Additional  meetings  attended  by  the  Supervising  Nursery  Inspector, 
ncluded  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Tree  hardens  and  Foresters 
ssociation  in  Boston  in  February,  and  the  Tree  '  ardens  and  Utilities  Con- 
erence  in  amherst  In  March. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.  As  Indicated  In  the  foreword  of  this  report,  the  functions 
f  plant  pest  control  and  fairs  should  be  separated  administratively. 

2.  An  effort  should  be  made  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  temporary 
ien  employed  as  Plant  Pest  Suppressors  for  nursery  Inspection  work  so  that 
heir  rate  of  pay  will  be  more  nearly  comparable  to  that  of  the  men  employed 
n  other  phases  of  inspection  work  in  the  Department. 

3«  A  similar  raise  In  grade  should  be  requested  for  one  permanent 
lant  pest  suppressor,  a  position  now  vacant  because  of  the  low  salary  in- 
olved. 


eptember  18,  1957 


Q.  S.  Lo^-ry,  Assistant  Director  of  Plant  Pest  Contrcl 
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FAIRS  SECTION  -  Year  ending  June  30,  1957 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  fairs  were  held  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1957,  with  a  total  attendance  of  1,061,395,  At  these  fairs 
there  was  a  total  of  80,831  agricultural  exhibits;  and  boys  and  girls 
exhibited  28,101,  or  slightly  over  24%.     The  State  contributed 
$76,334.80,  and  fairs  themselves  awarded  $72,211.32  of  their  own  money, 
making  a  total  of  $148,546.12  spent  on  agricultural  exhibits.  Four 
hundred  and  fifty  ribbons  were  awarded  at  fairs  and  other  agricultural 
events,  fifty-six  medals,  ten  plaques,  one  poultry  plaque,  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  4-H  pens,  two  thousand  4-H  pins,  2  Paul  Revere  bowls,  and 
fifteen  soil  conservation  certificates* 

The  Union  Agricultural  Meeting  was  held  in  January.  Sixty- seven 
trade  exhibitors  signed  up,  and  six  competitive  sho!4S  and  contests  were 
held.  Thirty-nine  cooperating  organizations  participated  in  the  Meeting, 
and  there  were  seventy-three  scheduled  speakers  on  the  program. 

The  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Fairs  Association  meeting  was  also 
held  in  January,  in  Salem,  and  a  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Division 
was  given  by  the  Director. 

The  two  State  buildings,  located  at  Brockton  Fair  and  at  Eastern 
States  Exposition,  West  Springfield,  had  displays  of  agricultural  and 
industrial  exhibits  under  supervision  of  this  Division, 

Monthly  Fairs  Letters  and  Monthly  Agricultural  Calendars  were  sent 
out  by  the  Division.  Both  publications  were  sent  to  agricultural  directors 
of  radio  stations  and  newspapers  for  publicity  purposes. 


ANNUAL  i^OKT  -  POULTRY  DIVISION 

J  ly  1,  1956  -  June  30.  1957 

J.  Kroeck,  Director 

Chapter  9k t   General  Laws,  Section  90A  and  90B.  An  /vet  Relative  to 
the*  Sale  and  Distribution  of  Eggs. 

The  department  has  three  egg  inspectors  whose  duties  are  to  enforce 
t  above  law  pertaining  to  the  inspection  of  eggs  for  interior  ouallty, 
terlor  quality,  size,  -eight  and  the  use  of  gra&e  terminology  and  ^dver- 
sing. 

Most  of  this  inspection  work  is  done  in  retail  stores.  Other  inspec- 
one  are  made  at  soadside  stands  and  wholesale  and  Jobbing  establishments 
ere  eggs  are  sold. 

Most  of  the  work  Is  done  in  areas  of  greatest  population  for  &ie  eske 
greater  efficiency  at  lower  costs.   ccor&ing  to  Government  estimates, 
ere  are  probably  15,000  -  16,000  places  in  Massachusetts  where  eggs  are 
Id.  Most  of  these  places  come  under  the  law.  Due  to  a  limited  inspection 
rvice  staff,  only  about  one-third  of  these  places  can  be  inspected  in  one 
ar.  Nevertheless,  this  year  our  etaff  made  53^5  inspections,  209  of  which 
re  reported  as  violations  of  some  phase  of  the  fresh  egg  provisions,  and 
2  were  reported  as  violating  some  phase  of  the  sizing  or  weight  orovisions 
the  law.   On  a  percentage  basis  this  represents  3.8^  ;uad  hm6p   res  actively, 

These  percentages  show  a  big  improvement  since  the  law  went  into  effect 
i  1935,  hen  35/*of  the  reports  indicated  violations  the  first  year.   The 
olatlons,  though  much  smaller  in  number,  remain  fairly  constant.  In  other 
r&s,  it  seems  there  will  be  a  small  number  who  will  represent  an  inspection 
oblem  each  year.   One  hundred  percent  compliance  with  the  law  is  obviously 
attainable,  ttowever,   without  the  law  the  same  conditions  would  prevail 
Lich  existed  back  in  1935  when  no  freshness  m&   size  definitions  were 
'gall zed  and  violations  were  yery   heavy. 


.V. 
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In  connection  with  the  violations,  thirty- four  sellers  were  c  lied 
Ln  for  hearings  at  which  time  their  pergonal  problems  were  discussed,  at 
/ell  as  the  law.   They  were  <lso  warned  that  mother  complaint  would  be 
lafcta  into  court. 

During  the  year,  thirteen  cases  were  t  ken  into  court.    1  were 
found  guilty  and  fined  all  the  way  from  10.00  to  ^50.00. 

Chapter  9^  of  the  General  Laws  tended  by  Chapter  270,  ^cts  of  1927, 
term  Products  rading  Law,  provides  for  our  breed  improvement  and  disease 
sontrol  and  eradication  programs.  During  the  fiscal  year  over  250  flocks 
3f  ehioken*,  turkeys  and  game  birds  qualified  for  the  official  gradet 
established  under  this  law. 

Official  certificates  are  given  these  flock  owners,   Their  ratings 
are  publicized  throughout  the  nation  by  means  of  our  own  program  and  Iso 
by  the  "  .  .  .  .  in  the  National  roultry  and  Turkey  Improvement  Plans.  Our 
Department  has  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the  U.S.  DA  in  this  program. 
In  numbers  of  breeders  (birds)  qualifying  in  this  program  we  have  had 
over  three  quarters  of  a  million.   These  breeders  produce  the  chicks  and 
hatching  egga  that  fill  orders  from  many  states  and  many  foreign  countries, 
kgain,  shipments  have  been  made  to  ^urope,  South  America,  tfrics ,  Canada, 
tola  and  Central  Amerlc  .   Ability  to  lay  many  eggs  and  to  produce  much 
poultry  meat  are  the  qualities  inherent  in  our  breeding  stock.   These  are 
the  main  reasons  for  their  popular  demand. 

Our  industry  nevertheless  is  facing  it?  greatest  competition  at  this 
tliae,  due  to  new  areas  going  into  the  poultry  business. Production  on  a 

contract  basis  has  crept  into  the  business  on  a  large  scale.  Broiler 
Showing  in  assachusetts  is  done  almost  entirely  by  contract.   The  trover 
l>  paid  for  his  labor.  Feed  and  chicks  are  furnished*  The  grower  supplies 

She  building- ,  equipment,  labor  and  know-how*   He  is  paid  usually  so  much 
week  per  bird.   Independent  financing  in  broiler  growing  seems  to  bt 
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itvnethlng  of  the  past,     e  fear  is  also  rev  lent  that  the  same  rethods 
rill  overtake  the  egg  producing  farms.   Err  riencee,  however,  in  other 
jarts  of  the  country  so  far  haven1 1  been  too  succesful  with  e  :g  oroducing 
*arm  enterprises. 

r  department  is  still  c-    rating  in  a  research  project  on  land 
>.dJoinin;:  the  University  of  Massachusetts.   This  project  is  owned  by  the 
Lnduetry,  but  supervised  by  the  College  Poultry  Department,  It  is  a  non-profit 
jorporati  >n.   cientific  information  on  chickens  and  turkeys  gathered  from 
fchis  project  are  publicized,  widely.   Information  is  also  used  in  classrooms 
l|  the  College.  It  will  aid  our  breeders  in  improving  meat  -trains  of  chickens 
md  turkeys.   It  is  a  valuable  promotional  research  -reject. 

Another  promo tionnl  project  in  which  we  re  olaying  a  large  part  is  the- 
public  t ion  of  a  Massachusetts  Poultry  reeders  booklet.  This  booklet, 
Interestingly  written  and  illustrate*. ,  contains  the  names  and  addresses 
3f  poultry  breeders  who  eualifled  under  our  officl  1  rades.   The  size 
9f  their  flocks  and  the  breeds  are  also  listed.   This  booklet  is  distributed 
=ill  over  the    ted  states  to  a  selected  list  of  hatcheries.  It  is  considered 
i  very  valuable  booklet  and  for  that  reason  has  been  riuted  annually  for 
ibout  ten  or  eleven  years. 

Many  other  iseans  of  promoting  the  Industry  are  used,  such  as  radio, 
talks,  exhibits,  demonstrations,  judging  contests  of  quality  poultry  produots, 
MVtpaper  and  magazine  articles.   This  year  the  turkey  growers  received  an 
inusual  amount  of  publicity  ver  the  radio  stations.  Spot  radio  ads  -  ere  also 
>ald  for  with  the  money  appropriated  by  the  state  Legislature  for  the 
)roaotion  of  agricultur  1  >roducts.  Surplus  products  were  featured  mostly 
In  these  spots.   Our  department  was  highly  commended  for  this  promotional 
'errlce. 

Statistic  JL  data  are  collected  during  the  year.   onthly  reoorts  re 

•nt  to  Washington  for  publication  on  a  national  sc-le.     ese  data 
ndicote  trends  in  production  and  may  possibly  revent  over  production  in 

■ 
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ome  Instances. 

While  commenting  on  statistical  datfc  our  state  urogram   shows  the 
ollowlng  breakdown  of  qualifying  chicken  flocks:  Thirteen  Flecord  of 
•erformance  breeders,  eighteen  Certified  grade  breeders,  eighty-one 
ipproved  rade  breeders,  one  hundred  and  four  pullorum  clean  breeders, 
md  two  pullorum  passed  breeders.  Breakdown  of  turkey  breeders  was  as 
'ollows:  five  were  rubified  for  the  Approved  rrrade,  twenty- two  for 
;he  pullorum  clean  grade,  and  one  for  the  pullorum  passed  grade.   e  also 
lad  twenty-five  game  bird  flock  owners  qualifying  for  the  pullorum  <?rade. 

A  new  law  was  passed  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  which  prohibits 
ihe  buying,  selling,  transporting  of  live  poultry,  chicks  or  hatching  eggs, 
tnlese  they  qualify  for  the  pullorum  clean  grades.  Exemptions  are  provided 
"or  birds  for  immediate  slaughter  or  for  exhibition.  More  will  be  said  of 
;his  law  in  the  next  annual  report  because  enforcement  begins  in  the  next 
fiscal  year.   New  grades  for  turkeys  have  also  been  established.  More  will 
)e  said  of  this  also  In  the  next  report. 

Our  Poultry  Division  staff  is  called  on  for  many  different  kinds  of 
iervices,  sueh  as  assisting  with  exhibits  where  quality  poultry  products 
ire  demonstrated.   ecretarial  duties  at  many  meetings.  Judging  contests 
'or  poultry,  dressed  or  live,  table  and  hatching  eggs  and  chicks  ar© 
dso  activities  in  which  our  men  take  part.   We  also  instruct  competitors 
tow  to  Judge.  The  results  are  evidenced  in  the  amazing  improvements  made 
V  aany  youngsters  competing  in  these  contests.  The   future  of  our  poultry 
Industry  is  in  the  hands  of  these  youngsters  and  it  is  our  duty  and 
>rlvilege  to  see  that  they  are  properly  instructed  in  the  basic  factors 
rtiat  determine  quality. 


lePt.  16,  1957. 


Massachusetts   Department  of  Apiculture 
lj.1  Tremont      t«  Boston 
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Annual  Keport  -  fiscal  Year   bnded  June  30,    1957 
(Inspection  Season  April  1956-Septetnber  1956) 


Milo  R.  3acon 
Chief  Apiary  Inspector 


Apiary  Inspections  were  carried  on  in  all  counties  of  Massachu- 
Betts  except  barnstable  where  no  deputy  was  available*    rk  done  last 
season  In  barns table  County  indicated  that  very  little  disease  was  harr- 
Ln«  honeybees.  Moat  all  permanently  located  apiaries  in  the  county  were 
jf  the  hobby,  single  colony  type,  with  two  beekeepers  from  out  of  county 
roving  in  to  pollinate  cranbarr3'  bogs  near  the  Cape  Cod  Canal*  Their  bees 
ira  inspected  before  Mowing  so  control  of  disease  seems  to  be  adequate  at 
low  expense* 

In  the  state  as  a  w*  ole,  the  conditions  are  more  favorable  than 
for  several  years  with  the  lowest  percentage  of  diseased  colonies  ever  re- 
ported before  in  the  history  of  inspection  work  in  Massachusetts*  The 
figure  of  2*3/^  Is  comparable  to  other  states  to  the  south  of  us  where  re- 
ports ran  e  from  *66  of  1%   to  a  high  of  $%m 

even  deputy  inspectors  were  employed,  all  of  them  able  beekeepers 
on  a  small  scale  and  of  proven  ability  to  contact  the  public*    cause  we 
do  not  have  compulsory  reporting  of  ownership  of  bees,  it  is  very  important 
that  our  service  win  the  confidence  of  all  known  beekeepers  to  get  the  in- 
formation necessary  to  locate  the  now  ones*    ports  from  the  beekeepers 
of  Ion?-  experience  indicate  that  a  compulsory  permit  requirement  *o  ?ld 
driva  many  beekeepers  into  hldir-    Life  their  bees,  sfiich  would  surely  re- 
sult in  neglected  diseased  material*  Our  county  associations  of  beekeen- 
ers  are  doing  fine  ?*>rk  to  promote  ^ood  spirit  and  up  to  date  knowled 
on  aanaeement  of  bees  and  disease  control  thru  proper  use  of  drugs  as  well 
•a  Ironing, 

We  continued  the  noliey  of  early  spring  inspections  of  ell 
*plaries  *hare  disease  was  found  to  exist  in  1955-56.  Before  the  regular 
town  by  town  inspections  were  started,  those  follow-up  problems  were  taken 
••ra  of.  In  addition,  inspections  were  made  of  the  larger  apiaries  which 


move  their  bees  for  pollinatin    rk  In  orchards  end  cranberry  bo;:s#  This 
year  for  the  first  time  a  total  of  about  1500  colonies  were  sent  to  south- 
ern Maine  for  pollination  service  in  the  blueberry  region.  They  came  back 
in  June  In  tine  to  eerve  the  lata  cold  *&t«V  cranberry  bogs  «hieh  are  de- 
layed by  a  cold  supply  of  water.  Cranberry  bogs  have  an  early,  medium  and 
late  season  crop.    ?ports  indicate  this  was  very  successful  financially 
and  will  be  repeated  next  season. 

Tho  attached  Sheet  presents  a  statistical  summary  by  counties 
of  the  results  of  the  Apiary  Inspection  work  during  tho  1956  field  seasonf 
April  to  September. 
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Annual  Statistical  Heport  " 

Reason    1956" 


County 

No. 
Visits 

No. 
Colonies 

>ocamIned 

No. 

Col. 

AFB 

No. 

Col. 

Col. 

treat- 
ed 

No. 
Col. 

De- 
stroyed 

BARNSTABLE 

59 

152 

9 

5 

k 

KSHIRV: 

225 

k93 

3 

3 

BRISTOL 

53 

191 

5 

1* 

1 

ES5 

18 

^6 

FRANKLIN 

201 

503 

7 

5 

HAMPDEN 

270 

793 

13 

9 

k 

HAMPSHIRE 

193 

^29 

10 

t 

6 

MDDLSSKX 

88 

I4.90 

10 

5 

15 

NORFOLK 

201 

m 

25 

7 

16 

PLYMOUTH 

168 

876 

21 

3 

23 

1 

FORC  :STGK 

263 

m 

26 

, 

17 

8 

1739 

5510 

129 

8 

92 

M> 

Average  percent 

1956 AFB  2.3 

1955 2.C 

195U-  .....         6.8 
1953 JU— 3 


.■■■ctimated   colonies   of  bees 
in  entire  State 

1956 7,000 

1955  ....  11,600 
195a  ....  12,000 


The  reduction  in  disease  is  very  satisfactory  and 
reflects  our  modern  methods  of  control.   However,  the 
decrease  in  number  of  colonies  is  quite  alarming  and 
not  wholly  explained  by  the  severe  winter  losses  of  1955* 


December  27,  1956 


BONDING  AND  LICENSING  OF  MIUC  DEALERS  AND  POULTRY  DEALERS 


Milk  Dealers 

Total  milk  dealers'  securities  in 

care  of  Department  of  Agriculture  $1,678,523.00 

Poultry  Dealers 

Total  poultry  dealers1  surety  bonds 

filed  with  Department  of  Agriculture  $610,000.00 


June  30,  1957 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. -AGRICULTURAL  LEGISLATION 


July  1,1956— June  30,1957 


Massachusetts  agriculture  has  become  more  specialized  during 
the  past  ten  years  and  the  legal  requirements  of  agricultural 
operations  must  necessarily  follow  a  pattern  of  cooperative  effort 
with  Federal  laws  and  the  uniform  laws  of  other  states • 

Massachusetts  was  originally  a  Commonwealth  where  agriculture 
prospered  and  independence  and  self  sufficiency  were  characteristics 
of  the  individual  farmer,   -^he  Industrial  growth  of  Massachusetts 
caused  a  loss  of  many  farms  for  manufacturing  plants,  public  buildings 
and  highways  and  to  great  land  developments  for  homes  of  factory 
workers.  Better  farm  machinery  in  greater  quantity  has  been  produced 
and  fewer  farmers  are  now  required  to  operate  the  farms.  Efficiency 
in  farm  management  is  the  keynote  of  all  phases  of  agriculture  today 
and  farming  is  a  big  business  where  cash  for  farm  products  is  a 
necessity  end  independence  aid  self  sufficiency  have  beer*      3ed 
gradually  by  controlled  production  dependent  in  no  small  measure  on 
the  continual  movement  of  farm  products  from  other  states  and  foreign 
countries  into  our  local  markets,  and  upon  Federal  and  itate  laws. 

The  many  complex  problems  that  surround  agriculture  today  calls 
for  constant  study  and  revaluation  of  existing  laws  by  our  agricultural 
leaders  and  the  passage  of  such  new  legislation  or  amendments  to  ex- 
isting law  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  best  interest  of  Mass- 
achusetts agriculture  as  a  vital  factor  in  the  economy  of  this  Common- 
wealth. We  are  in  a  period  of  more  highly  specialized,  mechanized 
and  commercialized  enterprise  and  the  factors  affecting  farm  life  can 
not  be  solved  satisfactorily  by  the  Individual  farmer. 


is 
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Annual  Report  --Agricultural  legislation 

Our  agriculture  is  so  closely  related  and  intertwined  with 
manufacturing,  finance,  transportation,  processing  marketing 
and  disease  control  that  Massachusetts  legislation  must  be  con- 
stantly considered  and  studied  so  that  new  legislation  may  be 
enacted  to  conform  with  present  conditions  in  the  agricultural 
economy  of  Massachusetts. 

It  is,  therefore,  quite  appropriate  and  fitting  in  these 
changing  times  to  find  that  much  of  the  legislation  passed  by  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  1957  concerned  studies  and  in- 
vestigations (by  special  commissions)  of  important  phases  of  agri- 
cultural problems, 

CHAPTER  h.3 

"RESOLVE  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  THE  SPECIAL  COMMISSION  TO  STUDY 
AND  INVESTIGATE  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OP  A  RETAIL  MARKET  AREA  IN  THE 
CITY  OP  BOSTON  FOR  THE  OCCUPANCY  OP  STREET  STANDS." 

RESOLVED,  That  the  unpaid  special  commission,  established  by  chapter 
one  hundred  and  one  of  the  resolves  of  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
six,  is  hereby  revived  and  continued  for  the  purpose  of  continuing 
the  study  and  investigation  relative  to  the  problem  of  designating 
a  certain  area  in  the  downtmwn  section  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  a 
market  area  for  the  sale  of  fresh  provisions  or  perishable  produce 
or  other  merchandise  from  street  stands  or  trucks,  pushcarts  or 
other  vehicles,  with  a  view  to  protecting  the  livelihood  of  the 
vendors  and  pedlars  whose  businesses  have  been  seriously  affected 
by  reason  of  the  construction  of  the  Boston  Central  Artery.   Said 
commission  shall  be  provided  with  quarters  in  the  state  house  or 
elsewhere,  may  hold  public  hearings,  may  travel  within  and  without 
the  commonwealth,  and  may  expend  for  clerical  and  other  services 
and  expenses  the  balance  available  in  item  0257-05  of  section  two 
of  chapter  six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  of  the  acts  of  nineteen 
hundred  and  fifty-six,  and  such  other  sums  as  may  be  appropriated 
therefor.   Said  commission  shall  report  to  the  general  court  the 
results  of  its  study  and  investigation  and  its  recommendations,  if  any 
together  with  legislation  necessary  to  carry  such  recommendations  Into 
effect,  by  filing  the  same  with  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives 
not  later  than  the  last  "Wednesday  of  January,  nineteen  hundred  and 
fifty-eight. 


.: :.  ■  ^--r-'—  «*■ 
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Members  appointed  to  the  Comml  salon  for  study  of  this  Kesolve: 

Senator    lmes,  Weymouth 
tfmana   Boston 

F»p.     Capraro  Boston 

an    Leor    :>r 
brown,  J  Boston 

Gov.     Lloyd  B#  karing,  Melrose 

CHAPTER  61  , 

•RfiSOLVb,  R^IVISO   AND  CONTUSING  THE  tf!T  &CIAL  COMMI         )N 

I  .:!.., ■>  11   in  lOATi  j»  ASH  IVE 

iiJkUGHXERBflUE  FACILITIE     VITIIIK   fr;  C   *MQN\       MOU" 

Resolved,    That  the  unpaid  special  cor-misslon  established  ninoteen- 
hundred  and  forty- six  is  hereby  revived  and  continued  for  the 
p  rpose  of  making  an  investigation  and  study  of  the  s  bject  of 
slaughterhouse  facilities  in  the  commonwealth*   Including  businesses 
related  thereto,  with  a  view  to  the  provision  of  adequate  slaughter- 
house facilities  in  the  commonwealth. 

^•aid  eorrjRissloii  shall  confer  and  co-ope  ate  with  the  state  depart- 
ment of  agriculture  in  such  Investigation  and  study,     shall  also 
the  subject  matter  of  senate  dooument  mr  bered  693  of  nineteen 
hundred  and  fifty-six  relative  to  establishing  the  Brighton  abbattoir 
authority  end  providing  for   the  acquisition  of  certai     property  used 
as  an  abattoir  in  the  Brighton  district  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

aid  commission  shall  be  provided  with  quarters  in  the  state  house 
or  elsewhere,   &nd  may  expand  for  clerical   assistance,   expert  and 
engineering  and  other  assistants   the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
amo  nt  appropriated  in  item  0257-19  of  section  two  of  chapter  ae^mi 
hundred  &&&  forty-six  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-six 
and  such  additional   sums  as  npy  be  appropriated  therefor. 

aid  co  mission  may  hold  hearings,  may  ftummen  and  examine  witnesses 
and  require  by  subpeena  the  production  of  books  and  psp  ers  and  may 
travel  within  and  without  the  commonwealth, 

id  co  mission  shall  report  to  the  general  court  the  results  of 
its  investigation  &nd  study  and  its  recoiiaaendations,  if  any,   together 
with  drafts  of  legislation  necessary  to  carry  such  recommendations 
into  effect,  by  filing  the  same  with  the  clerk  of  the  senate  on  or 
before  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  January,  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight, 

Members  appointed  to  the  Commission  for  st  dy  of  this  Resolve; 

niters         ,me,  0»tervllle 
Gibney,  debater 

Representatives     '.nrlght,   Pittsfield  Brox,  Xracut 

Hullaly,   Mi 11 v ill •  Vhitmore," under land 

'fanerati,    -prin -field 

Governor  Donald  Vat  son,  Springfield     John  Kacfafceane,     anover 
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CHAPTER  62 


"RESOLVE  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  THE  SPECIAL  COMMISSION  ESTABLISHED 
TO  CJN3IDER  THE  ADVISABILITY  OP  ESTABLISHING  AN  AGRICULTURAL  SCHOOL 
AND  CENTER  IN  WORCESTER  COUNTY." 

Resolved,  That  the  unpaid  special  coiranission  established  by  chapter 
sixty-nine  of  the  resolves  of  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  is 
hereby  revived  and  continued  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  its  in- 
vestigation and  study  of  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  county 
agricultural  school  in  Worcester  county,  and  an  agricultural  center 
where  said  school  and  where  adult  educational  opportunities  in  dairy- 
ing, farming,  gardening,  fruit  growing,  floriculture,  marketing  and 
other  related  subjects  shall  be  offered  and  certain  special  services 
in  milk  testing,  soil  testing,  and  disease  and  pest  control  shall  be 
furnished  to  the  residents  of  said  county. 


Said  commission  shall  consider  such  sites  as  may  be  available  and 
desirable  for  the  location  of  said  school  and  center,  and  the  possibility 
of  acquiring  certain  buildings  owned  by  the  state  or  the  federal  govern- 
ment, the  costs  of  acquiring  such  locations,  and  the  approximate  costs 
of  constructing  such  school  and  center  and  staffing  and  equipping  the 
same,   ^aid  commission  shall  be  provided  with  quarters  in  the  state 
house  or  elsewhere,  may  hold  public  hearings  and  may  travel  within  and 
without  the  commonwealth.   The  commission  may  expend  for  expert,  clerical 
and  other  assistance  and  for  expenses  the  unexpended  balance  available 
in  ftem  02^7-01  of  section  two  of  chapter  six  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-six  and  such  sums  as  may 
be  appropriated  therefor,   oaid  commission  shall  report  to  the  general 
court  the  results  of  its  investigation  and  study,  and  its  recommendations, 
if  any,  together  with  drafts  of  legislation  necessary  to  carry  said  re- 
commendations into  effect,  by  filing  the  same  with  the  clerk  of  the 
senate  not  later  than  the  last  Wednesday  of  January,  nineteen  hundred 
and  fifty-eight. 

Senator   Graham,  Hamilton 

Benoit,  Southbridge 


Representative 


Gov 


ernor 


Davoren, 
Quinn 

Mahan 
St  one 
j'Brien 

Ghandl  er 

Seymour, 
Havens, 
Elliott 
French 


Milford 

Spencer 

Leominster 

Clinton 

Raynham 

John,  Sterling  Junction 
Forest  Worcester 

Holden 

Milford 

Worcester 
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CHAPTET.  ?6 


•&ESOLVE  PROVIDING  FOR  AH  INVESTIGATION  AND  STUDY  BY  A  SPECIAL 
OOMMISSIOH  RELATIVE  TO  AGFIC  LTURAL  LAND  USE  AID  THE  PRESERVATION 
OF  FARMING." 

Resolved,  ^hat  an  unpaid  special  commission  to  consist  of  two 
members  of  the  senate  to  be  designated  by  the  president  thereof, 
five  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  be  designated  by 
the  speaker  thereof,  and  two  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor, is  hereby  established  to  make  an  investigation  and  study  of 
land  use  in  the  commonwealth.   Said  eorjaission  whall  consult  and 
co-operate  with  appropriate  government  agencies,  officials  of  town 
governments,  state  farm  organizations  and  others  for  the  purpose  of 
ensuring  such  use  of  ensuring  such  use  of  agricultural  land  and 
farming  as  to  ensure  its  proper  preservation.   Said  commission  shall 
investigate  tho  subjects  of  taxation,  zoning,  and  eminent  domain  as 
they  relate  to  agriculture  and  farming,  and  such  legislative  or  ad- 
ministrative activities  which  affect  agriculture.   Said  commission 
shall  be  provided  with  quarters  in  the  state  house  or  elsewhere,  and 
may  expend  for  clerical  assistance,  expert  and  other  assistance,  such 
suras  as  may  be  appropriated  therefor.   ->aid  commission  may  hold  hearings, 
may  summon  and  examine  witnesses  and  require  by  subpoena  the  production 
of  books  and  papers,  and  may  travel  within  and  without  the  commonwealth 
in  the  performance  of  its  duties.   Said  commission  shall  report  to  the 
general  court  the  results  of  its  investigation  and  study,  and  its  re- 
commendations, If  any,  together  with  d  rafts  of  legislation  necessary 
to  carry  such  recommendations  into  effect,  by  filing  the  same  with  the 
clerk  of  the  senate  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  March  In  the 
year  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

Members  appointed  to  the  Commission  for  study  of  this  Resolve. 

Senate   Otto  F.  Burkhardt,  Westfield 

Stanley  J.  Zarod,   Indian  Orchard 


House 


Governor 


Philip  Quinn,  Spencer 
?hos.  S, Enright,  Pittsfield 
Manuel  Mederios,  Dartmouth 
John  B»ox  ,  Dracut 
Geo  I.Spatcher,  Attleboro 

Henry  Renouf ,  Belcher town 
Howard  H.  Murphy,  to al pole 
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"RESOLVE  PROVIDING  FOR  AN  INVESTIGATION  AND  STUDY  BY  A  SPECIAL 
COMMISSION  RELATIVE  TO  'THE  ADVISABILITY  OP  REPEALING  THE  PROVISIONS 
OF  LAW  REQUIRING  ME  CuOKING  OF  GARBAGE  BEFORE  FEEDING  Tj  :iWINE 
AND  RELATIVE  TO  METHODS  OF  RELIEVING  ECONOMIC  DISTRESS  RESULTING 
FRo*.  -tfCH  PROVISIONS  IF  REPi^AL  THEREOF  IS  NOT  DEEMED  TO  BE  ADVISABLE." 

Resolved,  That  an  unpaid  special  co- amission,  to  consist  of  two  members 
of  the  senate  to  be  designated  by  the  president  thereof,  four  members 
of  the  house  of  representatives  to  be  designated  by  the  speaker  thereof, 
and  three  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  is  hereby  established 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  investigation  and  study  of  the  subject 
matter  of  current  house  document  numbered  235,  relative  to  providing 
for  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  law  which  requires  mandatory  cooking 
of  garbage  before  feeding  to  wwine,  and  also  any  methods,  including 
state  and  county  cooking  stations  or  subsidies,  to  alleviate  the  economic 
distress  occasioned  by  the  necessity  of  cooking  garbage  if  the  repeal 
of  said  law  is  not  deemed  advisable.   Said  commission  shall  be  pro- 
vided with  quarters  in  the  state  house  or  elsewhere,  may  hold  hearings, 
may  travel  within  and  without  the  commonwealth,  and  may  expend  for  expert, 
clerical  and  other  expenses  such  sums  as  may  be  appropriated  therefor. 
Said  commission  shall  report  go  the  general  court  the  results  of  its  in- 
vestigation and  study,  and  its  recommendations,  if  any,  together  with 
drafts  of  legislation  necessary  to  carry  its  recommendations  into  effect, 
by  filing  the  same  with  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  on  or 
before  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  January  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and 
fifty-eight. 

Members  appointed  to  the  Commission  for  the  study  of  this  Resolve: 

Senate  Edward  C.  stone,  Osterville 
Paul  H.  Benoit,   Southbrid._e 

House   -?hos.  S,  Enright,  Pittsfield 

anuel  liedeiros  Darthmouth 

Walter  O'Brien  Raynham 

Bessie  I  Murray  Northborough 

Gov.    Geo  llichael       Div  of  Food  8s  Drugs,  Dept.  of  Public  Health 
Dr.  Donald  Augustine  Prof.  Tropical  Health,  Harvard  School  of 


u0. 


Ferris  Wait* 


Public  Health,  2p  Shattuck  St.,  Boston 
Plymouth,  Kember  Board  of  Agriculture 
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New  legislation  passed  in  19^7  provided  a  more  satisfactory 
control  by  the  Department  of  -Agriculture  over  the  purchase, sale 
and  transportation  of  hatching  eggs,  baby  chicks  or  live  poultry. 
The  incidence  of  pullorium  disease  in  Massachusetts  flocks  is 
less  than  one  percent  and  the  new  legislation  will  be  a  control 
measure  intended  to  improve  the  present  encouraging  disease 
control  program. 

CHAPTER  337 

"AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  CONTROL  OF  DISEASE  IN  THE  PURCHASE  SALE 
AND  TRANSPORTATION  OF  LIVE  POULTRY  AND  HATCHING  EGGS." 

Chapter  129  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting 
after  section  26a  the  following  section: 

Section  26B.  No  person  shall  buy,  sell  or  transport  within  or  im- 
port into  the  commonwealth  hatching  eggs,  baby  chicks  or  live 
poultry,  except  poultry  intended  for  immediate  slaughter  or 
for  exhibition  subject  to  permit  granted  by  the  state  department 
of  agriculture,  unless  such  hatching  eggs  are  the  produce  of  flocks 
which  meet,  and  such  baby  chicks  or  live  poultry  meet  or  are  the 
first  generation  progeny  of  flocks  which  meet  ,  the  minimum  re- 
quirements for  "pullorum  passed"  or  "pullorum  clean"  grades  of 
poultry,  as  established  by  the  commissioner  of  agriculture,  or 
the  equivalent  thereof.   Whoever,  himself  or  by  his  servant  or 
agent,  violates  any  provision  of  this  section  shall  be  punished 
for  the  first  offence  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  for  a  Subsequent  offence  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
fifty  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars. 


■$-* 
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CHAPTER  U28 


"AN  ACT  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  COLLECTION  AND  DISSEMINATION  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT 
OF  AGRICULTURE  OF  DATA  ^ND  STATISTICS  AS  TO  THE  PRODUCTION  AND  MARKETING 
OF  IORTICULTURAL  PRODUCTS." 


The  Agricultural  Market  Reporting  Program  involves  the  collection  and 
reporting  of  prices  and  statistics  and  other  data  on  food  products  produced, 
stored  or  held  within  the  Commonwealth  but  did  not  include  flowers  and 
nursery  products.  This  new  legislation  provides  for  the  collection  and 
dissemination  of  data  and  statistics  on  flowers  and  nursery  products. 


SENATE  No.  709 

ORDERES,  That  the  joint  committee  on  Agriculture  is  hereby  authorized  to  sit 
during  the  recess  of  the  general  court  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  investiga- 
tion and  study  of  the  milk  industry  and  laws  relating  thereto,  and  the  laws 
relating  to  the  milk  control  commission  with  a  view  to  revising  the  same  aid 
to  recommending  such  changes  as  may  be  beneficial  to  the  milk  industry  and 
to  consumers.   In  the  course  of  its  study,  the  committee  shall  also  consider 
the  subject  matter  of  so  much  of  current  senate  document  numbered  1  as  appears 
on  page  !|2,  relative  to  sale  of  milk  below  cost  and  to  a  review  of  all  laws 
pertining  to  the  milk  industry,  current  senate  document  numbered  1$3»  sncl 
current  house  documents  numbered  1*33*1893  and  220?.   Said  committee  may  hold 
hearings,  may  travel  within  and  without  the  commonwealth  and  may  expend  for 
legal,  clerical  and  other  assistance  such  sums  as  may  be  appropriated  thereof. 
Said  committee  shall  report  to  the  general  court  the  results  of  its  investi- 
gation and  study,  together  with  drafts  of  legislation  necessary  to  carry  its 
recommendations  into  effect,  by  filing  the  same  with  the  clerk  of  the  senate 
not  later  than  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  January,  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight. 


TATE  JkfiCATION   BOA  \D 

AHNUAL   R    P  MT 

1956  -  1957 

The  !  tate  *ecla.3ation  Board,  serving  In  the  J  tate 
Department  of  Agriculture,  continues  to  expand  Its  activities 
particularly  in  the  field  of  nuisance  pest  control.   The 
Board,  which  stemmed  from  the  old  I  tate  Drainage  3oerd,  operates 
under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  252  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended. 
The  initial  impetus,  as  far  as  pest  control  is  concerned, 
resulted  from:   (1),  the  enactment  of  Chapter  2o<3  of  1929 
(Mosquito  Control  Act),  and  (2),  the  passage  of  Chapter  112  of 
1931»  an  enabling  act  which  provided  for  the  construction  of 
mosquito  control  facilities  on  the  s&lt  marshes,  from  the 
Hew  Hampshire  .'.tate  line  south  to  the  Cape  Cod  Canal.   This 
included,  also,  similar  work  on  Martha* s  Vineyard  and  Han  tucket 
Island. 

1  ince  the  early  1930' s  mosquito  pest  control  has  expanded 
rapidly,  especially  following  World  ^ar  II  when  the  public 
showed  an  intense  interest:   fir^t,  in  malaria  control,  and  second, 
in  eliminating  those  nuisance  pests  wnich  tended  to  reduce  the 
value  oT   natural  recreetio nal  areas.   In  Massachusetts,  fortunately, 
no  malaria  problem  developed  as  the  result  of  the  return 
veterans  still  incapacitated  with  recurrent  malaria.   However,  the 
die  was  cast,  and  interest  in  the  control  of  mosquitoes  continued 
to  persist. 
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The  first  County  wide  mosquito  control  project  was 
organized  in  Barnstable  County  in  1930.   1  ince  that  date  there 
has  been  added:   (1),  toe  Berkshire  County  Project  established 
in  191*5,  (2),  the  Norfolk  County  Project  in  1956,  and  (3)»  the 
Plymouth  County  and  Dukes  County  projects  in  1957*   In  addition, 
there  exists  the  tiouth  Shore  Mosquito  control  Project  comprising 
of  ten  cities  and  towm;;  and  tie  Last  Middlesex  loosquito  Control 
Project  which  encompasses  fourteen  cities  and  towns  —  organized 
under  the  general  provisions  of  Chapter  252  of  the  General  Laws. 
All  of  these  projects  are  financed  with  funds  raised  locally. 

During  the  late  summer  of  1956,  the  oard  served  in  con- 
ducting control  operations  initiated  by  the  Governor  for  the 
all  via ti on  of  the  encephalitis  epidemic.  Because  the  disease 
organism  is  disseminated  by  the  mosquito,  it  seemed  advisable 
to  direct  a  major  attack  against  this  host.  As  a  result  en  aerial 
spraying  program  was  set  up  and  during  the  period  of  one  month, 
extending  from  August  20th  to  September  20th,  approximately 
150,000  acres  were  sprayed  for  mosquito  control  at  an  expanse   of 
slightly  more  than  90,003  dollars.  Needless  to  say,  the  mosquito 
control  projects,  already  established  and  in  operation,  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  success  of  this  emergency  encephalitis 
control  program. 

In  1956,  the  General  Court  enacted  Chapter  506  MAn  Act 
Creating  a  Mosquito  Control  Project  in  Bristol  County"  which 
was  somewhat  defective  because  it  provided  that  a  city  or  town 
must  approve  the  Act  before  said  city  or  town  could  be  included 
in  the  proposed  project. 
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This  provision  tended  to  serve  as  a  serious  obstacle  In 
the  organization  of  a  county  wide  pro joe t.  As  a  result,  the  Board 
delayed  project  organization  pending  the  enactment  of  an  amendment 
to  Chapter  506  of  1956.   A  proposed  amendment  will  be  sponsored 
by  Senator  John   .  'arker  of  Taunton  and  will  be  presented  for 
enactment  during  the  1953  legislative  sees ion. 

Another  phase  of  the  nuisance  pest  problem  is  the  greenhead- 
fly  nuisance  prevalent  in  the  vicinity  of  salt  marsh  areas.   The 
original  investigation  was  conducted  by  the  Board,  largely  on  the 
North  ^.hore,  during  the  I9I4.6  and  IPI4.7  summer  seasons.   As  s  result 
of  this  investigation,  control  measures  were  formulated.   Almost 
immediately  the  Board  received  requests,  from  locel  officials,  for 
the  organization  of  groenhead-fly  control  projects  in  the  towns 
of  fcituate,  liarshfield  and  Duxbury.   Later  projects  included 
Chatham  in  1951*  Kingston  and  Gloucester  In  1952,  Plymouth  In  1953* 
and  Dennis  and  Ststhaa  in  1956.   In  1955  Section  2k   of  Chapter  252 
of  the  General  Laws  was  further  amended  to  provide  for  Oreenhead-fly 
Control  Districts  —  one  third  of  the  annual  expenditures  of  same 
to  be  met  by  the  Commonwealth.   As  a  result  of  this  incentive,  seven 
seacoast  cities  and  towns  of  northern  Es:  ex  county,  from  Gloucester 
north  to  Selisbury,  organized  to  form  the  North  Thore  Creenhead-fly 
Control  District.  This  was  followed  in  1957  by  the  or  j nization  of 
thirteen  towns  in  Barnstable  County  to  form  the  Cape  Cod  Greenhead- 
fly  Control  District.   At  the  moment,  these  districts  appear  to 
afford  more  effective  control  than  individual  town  orojects. 


:? 
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The  Board  takes  this  opportunity  to  focus  attention  upon 
the  rapid  expansion  of  the  recreational  industry  here  in 
Massachusetts*  and  enphasizes  the  necessity  for  nurturin 
this  prosperous  activity,  if  the  r>tate  expects  to  acquire 
its  fair  share  of  the  vacation  business.    it  value  of  these 
recreational  areas  is  directly  proportional  to  the  effort  ex- 
pended in  the  protection  of  these  areas  against  invasion  by 
insect  nuisance  pestr:* 

3poctfully  submitted, 

Bertram   .   erry 
:ce  c  ut  i ve  Be  c  re  t  ary 
January  3,  1956 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House   of  Representatives: 
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In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  128  of  the  General 
Laws,  I  am  filing  herewith  the  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  period  from  July  1,  1957  to  June  30,  1958. 


Board  of  Agriculture 
Francis  Barnard,  Shelburne 
E.  Gerry  Mansfield,  Peabody 
Osborne  C.  West,  Had ley 
George  Treadwell,  Spencer 
Ferris  C.  Waite,  Plymouth 
Kendall  Crocker,  Ashby 
Vincent  J,  Riley,  Somerset 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture 

DEPARTMENT  ORGANIZATION 

(Franklin  County)  -  Term  expires,  July  '58 
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Commissioner  -  Charles  H.  McNamara,  Stoughton 

Assistant  Commissioner  -  Charles  F.  Shelnut,  Northampton 


Directors 

Dairying  and  Animal  Husbandry 

Livestock  Disease  Control 

n'arkets 

Plant  Pest  Control  and  Fairs 

Ass't  Director  of  Plant  Pest 

Control 
Poultry  and  Poultry  Products 

Staff  Offices 
Apiary  Inspection 


Bonding  and  Licensing  of  Milk 
Dealers  and  Poultry  Dealers 

Attorney 


Aubrey  W.  Borden,  Sudbury 
Edward  M.  Dwyer,  Weymouth 
Louis  A.  Webster,  Stoneham 
Daniel  Reidy,  Weymouth 

Quincy  S.  Lowry,  Canton 
Julius  Kroeck,  Reading 


Milo  R.  Bacon,  Norwood 

Chief  Apiary  Inspector 

James  H.  Collins,  Brookline 
Senior  Bonding  Investigator 

Daniel  J»  Curran,  Marlboro 


State  Reclamation  Board:  — R 

Edward  Wright,  Dedham  -  Chairman 
Daniel  J.  Curran  (Department  of  Agriculture) 
Francis  H.  Kingsbury  (Department  of  Public  Health) 

Bertram  I»  Gerry,  Wellesley,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Board 
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State  Soil  Conservation  Committee: 

Charles  H.  McNamara,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  -  Chairman  (ex  officio) 
James  W.  Dayton,  Director  of  Extension  Service  " 

#  Dalfi  H.  Sieling,  Director  of  Experiment  Station 


H 

m 


Herbert  Holmes,  West  Bridgewater 
Everett  L.  Martin,  Cheshire 
Robert  E.  Stuart,  Littleton 
Henry  Renouf,  Belchertown 


Term  Expires  June,  '57 
»  i  "  «58 
«     *       "    f59 


FOREWORD 

The  appointment  of  Charles  H.  McNamara  of  Stoughton,  succeeding 
L.  Roy  Hawes  of  Sudbury,  was  approved  by  the  Executive  Council  on 
July  25,  1957.  This  was  the  first  appointment  of  a  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  made  under  the  law  reorganizing  the  Department  of  Agriculture  - 
Chapter  674,  Acts  of  1954. 

Under  the  above-named  law,  Edward  M.  Dwyer  of  Weymouth  was  appointed 
Director  of  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control,  succeeding 
Victor  N.  Cluff  of  Tewksbury,  on  September  10,  1957;  and  Daniel  Reidy 

of  Weymouth  was  appointed  Director  of  the  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control 

it 

unci  Fairs,  succeeding  Leo  F.  Doherty  of  Woburn,  on  April  1,  1958. 

Under  Chapter  674,  Acts  of  1954,  the  appointment  of  the  Commissioner 
and  Assistant  Commissioner  is  made  by  the  Governor  and  approved  by  the 
Council  from  a  list  of  at  least  three  nominees  submitted  by  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.  Appointments  of  Directors  are  made  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture  with  the  approval  of  the  Board. 

Vincent  J.  Riley  of  Somerset  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
>n  May  22,  1958,  replacing  Frank  J.  Clegg  of  Seekonk  whose  term  had  expired. 
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DIVISION  OF  DAIRYING  AND  ANIMAL  HUSBANDRY 

Aubrey  W.  Borden,  Director 
ANNUAL  REPORT 
July  1,  1957  -  June  30,  1958 

The  work  of  the  Division  of  Dairying  and  Animal  Husbandry  has  been 
carried  on  in  accordance  with  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  as 
set  forth  in  the  following  Chapters: 

Milk  Regulation  Board     General  Laws,  Char>.   6,  as  most  recently  amended 

Division  of  Dairying  and 

Animal  Husbandry         M     »     « 

Mastitis  Sample  Collection   "     »     M 

Inspection  of  Dairy  Farms, 
Milk  and  Pasteuriza- 
tion Plants  "     «     « 

Duties  of  Division  of  Dairy- 
ing and  Animal  Husbandry   ■     ■     M 

Dairy  farms  continue  to  decrease  in  numbers,  while  total  production 
figures  do  not  show  a  loss  in  proportion.   It  is  very  evident  that  those 
dairymen  who  do  not  discontinue  dairy  farm  operations  for  various  reasons 
must  be  operating  at  a  higher  efficiency  level  and  on  a  larger  scale,  made 
possible  by  full  use  of  improved  methods  and  equipment.   The  total  number 
of  farm  inspections  made  is  lower  than  last  year,  due  not  only  to  the  de- 
crease in  numbers  of  dairy  farms  but  also  to  the  use  of  the  services  of 
inspectors  in  work  other  than  farm  inspection,  particularly  that  connect- 
ed with  the  rain  making  project  of  1957  which,  in  August  alone,  used  57 
days1  time.   Equivalent  time,  at  an  average  of  8  daily  inspections,  would 
have  sufficed  to  complete  approximately  600  dairy  farms.   Our  law  relating 
to  farm  inspection  and  issuance  of  Certificates  of  Registration  fortunately 
allows  us  enough  leeway  so  that  all  certificates  have  "oeen   legally  issued 
and  are  in  full  force  and  effect. 

Applications  for  inspection  of  new  dairies  were  reduced,  from  2,238 
"or  the  previous  year,  and  an  average  of  2,500  or  slightly  over,  to 
I1I09  for  the  current  year. 


-2- 

The  number  of  complaints  investigated  by  Division  personnel  was 
down  from  the  previous  year  about  20$,  but  individually  took  more  time 
to  make  full  and  complete  checks. 

Closing  of  receiving  stations  in  our  northern  areas,  made  possible 
by  the  introduction  of  farm  bulk  cooling  tanks,  has  given  rise  to  prob- 
lems different  from  those  previously  encountered.   This  refers  to  a 
.■rowing  practice  of  direct  bulk  shipments  to  Massachusetts  milk  deal- 
ers without  up  country  plant  handlin  .   Over  the  road,  or  so  called 
transportation  tank  trucks,  pick  up  milk  at  farms  where  practical,  and 
their  loads  are  completed  by  pumping  from  feeder  or  farm  bulk  pick  up 
tank  trucks.   It  is  quite  difficult  to  Keep  up  with  our  wort*  in  these 
cases  as  it  is  difficult  to  find  anyone  in  the  country  who  is  directly 
responsible  to  know  where  dealers  are  g.  tting  their  supply  and  to  find 
out  what  producers  are  getting  for  bacteria  counts,  as  veil   as  to  keep 
track  of  changing  supplies. 

Division  supervisory  personnel  are  now  engaged  in  a  study  of  how 
to  revamp  any  assignments  of  working  areas  and  duties  for  the  coming 
year  to  meet  changing  milk  handling  methods. 

Mastitis  work  has  more  than  doubled  over  195&-1957  figures,  and 
requires  practically  the  entire  time  of  two  men  now.   These  two  men 
have  been  able  to  do  only  a  very  small  amount  of  farm  inspection  work. 

Dairy  Product  trading  took  approximately  one-third  less  time  the 
past  year,  with  a  cut  to  nearly  one-half  of  the  previous  year's  fees 
for  such  work. 
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pair:;  1/ sectors*  jgggj^ggy  r sport  for  vimm  of        i!^57  -    j    1958 

FAIuVS 
Farms  ins-.)ected!7»<*25    Approvedl5»-^3     Not  Approved        *  »5**2 


■       reinfected  2,560       ■  2»213       »  "  %$ 

Hearings  requested       2k     Farms   suspended     61     Reinstated      ^7 
Other  visits:    Farms ^tJ**f  Dealers*'*    'J     Inspectors        kkk 


1* 


Complaints  investigated     62     Days   other  work   **IU»  Office      92 

PLANTS 
Plants   inspected      3^      Approved.      3^5    Not  Approved      19 


23,075  2^,059  -   _l#% 

Temperature  tests  Sediment   tests Bacteria  tests      l,CwZ 

Cans  milk  graded   80,091    Rejected    '         Milk   cans  _ Con demn e d    1    ? <2 

Checked 
Tank   trucks   checked    682       Other   trucks    2#6&7       Violations         712 

>n  m     wi  ■■■  <wwn»  1       ■  —         ■■      ■  ■      1       1  »■■*—■*■  —  ■    ■■■'■     -■  ■      ■■■■■    ■ 

MASTITIS 
Herds   sampled    316         Cows   sampled  10, 738    Samples   collected    39,080 


-Ring  test   samples 


OTHER  WORK 
Days   sampling  milk  powder^       Grading  butter ffifr    Grading  cheese 
Fees  for     "  »  ■        *na  "  "  Cl, 138,9?    "  " 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Hearings  held    16 Meetings  attended     35 


Complaints  investigated   25    Work  with  inspectors 

Office       302 

Details  of  any  other  assignments: 

Mileage      370,^ 


ctor 
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Massachusetts  Milk  Flavor  fm  ram 

Annual  Ber^ort 

» *'" ' ' —  ■  -•      j 

July  1,  1957  -  June  30,   1959 

The  Depart  e  it  of  Agriculture  h&a  oontlnued  its  work  on  the  Milk 
Flavor  H*  r--ra,  in  close  co-operation  with  the  University  of        ss&chusetts 
and  the  riytension  Service.     However,   eewese&g  in  February  1958,   the 

%      t  inere-sed  its  activities  in  the  Flavor  Program  through  the 
services  of  a  consultant,  who  is  devoting  full  Use  to  m%B  work. 

Since  this  date,   141  sillE     I  nts  have  participated  in  the  Flavor 
Program,     l-ese  plants  ^re  supplied  by  96k  milk  producers.     Of  this  total, 
tventy-five  milk  plants,    supplied  oy  3^9  producers,   nov  participate  in  the 
scorin         fried  on  once  a  month  I>y  the  F.    >\   fc*   Chapters  in  the  Yo-Ag 
Depsrtne-nte  of  the  hiah  spools  throu?3hout  Massachusetts.        Iso,    since 
.February  eight  milk  plants  supplied  by  250  producers  hsve  commenced  the 
flavor  scoring  of  milk  at  the  plant,  using  ^elr  own  plant  personnel. 

In  June  1958,  a  new  phs.se  of  the  Milk  Flavor  Pro-am  ■&&.&  started  with 
sll  agencies  cooperating  on  spot- checking  the  flavor  of  silk  as  it  wag 
offered  to  the  consumer.     Purchases  of  silk  were  made  throughout  the  State 
in  retail  outlets   supplied  h$  forty- five  dairies  of  all  *!$***   froia  pro- 
ducer-dealers to  large  corporations.     The  results  of  the  flavor  scoring 
of  the  consumer  samples  wwp   \     00OD  21;   FAX?.  hX;   K)un  29.     Reports  were 
sent  to  the  dealer  on  s   confidential  basis,   together  with  an    iff  ay  for 
assistance. 
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"7RT  OF  THE  DXVI  OF  LIVESTOCK  1  '  ?POL 

JUItf   1,    1957     -     JUIS:  GO,   19D8 

rcwzn 

(o  report  of  the  Division  oi  Livestock  Disease 
Control  Tor  the  fiscal  year  July  1,  1057  to  June  5C,  1 
inclusive,  is  )    ith  submitted. 

or  10  ,  1957  L&azi  .      »  Dwyer  c.    ^mouth 
toeame  Director  of  tola  Division  replacing  trictox  :.  31uft 

of  T    ury  who  had  boon  Director  since  December  G,  1954  • 

uoellosls  Program  in  cooperation  with  the 
United  States  Department  oi    Iculturo  has  progressed 
rapidl;  •  Three  (3)  more  count  lea  have  been  certified  as 
Brucellas  is -Fr:    :king  a  tota*  of  six  (3)  counties  with  not 
more  than  If   eeactors  in  each  county  and  b%   infected  her  '  * 

April  18,  1953  the  United  States  Department . of  Agri- 
culture in  cooperation  with  this  Division  and  on  the  sane 
premises  as  the  Division  established  a  laboratory  for  tit. 

ir.ination  of  all  blood  samples  submitted  for  Brucellosis 
in  the  Commonwealth.  The  laboratory  is  designated  as  the 
Massachusetts  Cooperative  Laboratory  * 

On  December  S,  1957,  after    .blic  Hearing  held  in 
-vember.  Order  No*  52  in  reference  to  Transportation  and 
Bfebage  Feeding  of  Swine  was  revoked  and  Order  No*  54  sub- 
stituted t    "or.  The  re^ulati    oquiring  a  certificate 
of  movement  containing  full  information  ac  to  owner  or 
vendor,  date  of  departure  from  c   Inal  premises,  number 
of  swine,  identification  and  destination  were  omitted  from 
Order  No*  54*  Otherwise  the  Orders  were  in  agreement. 

A  petition  for  t$ie  repeal  of  the  law  regulating  the 
feeding  of  garbage  to  swine  was  again  introduced  into  the 
Legislature*  As  a  result  a  resolve  was  parsed  revivir: 
and  continuing  the  Special  Commission  established  to  study 
and  investigate  the  aci  vis  ability  of  repealing  this  law  and 
relative  to  methods  of  alleviating  economic  distress  if  re- 
peal is  not  deemed  advisable. 

Jtollowin^  is  information  and  statistics  on  the  various 

activities  of  the  rivisio. 
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B0VI1IE  TIT 

Chapter  319,  Section  ..    •   General  Lawe,  .  tenary  Edition 

as  amended  by  Chapter  272,  Acts  of  1934  and  Chapter 
417,  Acta  of  1946  and  amendments  there  to  • 

Thore  were  a  oven  thousand  eight  hundred  ei$ity-eight 
(7,008)   tuberculin  herd  testa,  one  hundred  fifty-eioht  thousand 
eight  hundred  ninety-two  (H3G.G92)   animal  tests  applied  to  which 
aeventy-3ix  (76)  head  of  cattlo  or  4/LOO  of  1£>  were  declared 
reactors,  aa  compared  with  eight  thousand  six  hundred  ninety- 
six  (0,G9G)   tuberculin  herd  tests  and  one  hundred  seventy-one 
thousand  three  hundred  ninety-four  (171,394)   animal  tests  applied 
the  previous  fiscal  year  to  which  aixty-five   (65)  head  of  cattle 
or  o/lOO  of  l£  reacted. 

Fifty- three  (53)   or  GOf.  of  the  seventy-six  (76)   cattle 
declared  to  be  reactors  were  reported  aa  having  "no  gross"  lea ions 
of  tuberculosis  at  tine  of  slaughter. 


K: 


One   thousand  two  hundred  fifteen  (1,215)   herds  contain! 
eight  thousand  three  hundred  forty*«even  (8,347)  head  of  cattle, 
included  In  the  census  report  of  June  30,   1957,  were  disposed 
of  by  owners   orior  to  the  census  for  the  period  ending  June  30, 

1053. 

Three   hundred  twenty-four  (324)  herds  in  which  testing  has 
not  previously  been  conducted  and  containing  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  six  (1,806)  head  of  cattle  are  included  in  the  census 
report  for  the  period  ending  June  30,  1953. 

Tuberculin  tests  are  conducted  by  State  and  Federal  accredited 
veterinarians  under  a  State  and  Federal  Cooperative  Plan  for  the 
establishment  of  tuberculosis-free  herds  and  the  eradication  of 
/vine  tuberculosis. 


Hawing  is  a  snaaary  ©f  tuberculin  tests  as  made  b 
veterinarians  for  the  twelve  month  period  of  this  repo:     * 


Herds  Head 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  State 

on  a  salary  basis  387         8,643  13 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  Federal 

Government  on  a  Salary  basis  332  ,660  &S 

Veterinarians  employed  by  the 
State  and  Federal  Government  a  as 

G£raa  Agents  7,072     139,712  38 

Veterinarians  author iaed  by  request 

of  and  paid  by  the  owners  37         1,877 

7taas   iss.&ss       — w~ 
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COUliTY   C  INI  :OH 

as  of 


3 


jt 

30, 

1958 

County 

erds 

ad 

Herds 

Infection 

i'ead     Reactors 

Three  Ilea 
nerds 

d  or  Less- 
ee ad 

Barnstable 

(h 

533 

I4.2 

60 

Berkshire 

878 

20,235 

3 

1         100 

6 

259 

1*88 

Bristol 

739 

I5,!i88 

3 

116 

k 

232 

U3 

Dukes 

li-6 

U-56 

22 

33 

3X 

k$l 

9,972 

137 

2)4.0 

Franklin 

1,017 

19,371 

6 

14-77 

9 

282 

5k5 

Hampden 

5>9k 

8,670 

1 

19 

1 

221 

391 

Hampshire 

837 

16,306 

2 

133 

c 

262 

493 

Middlesex 

635 

11,826 

3 

150 

3 

222 

391 

Nantucket 

12 

111 

6 

12 

Norfolk 

328 

6,215 

2 

67 

2 

119 

228 

Plymouth 

1*95 

3,966 

3 

9^ 

5 

222 

1*13 

Suffolk 

2 

76 

"orcester 

1,763 
7,^66 

3o,36l 

lk 

612 

36 

507 

985 

3TAL 

134,736 

37 

1,768 

63 

2,533 

-  .697 

^Included   in  columns   2  and  3 
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The    bounties  of  Nantucket,   Tranklin  and  Berkshire 
became  certified  accredited  areas   d  i  fiscal  year 

1950  mak:  I     a  total  of  six  (C)   accredited  counties  to 
date. 

Durin  fiscal  year  owners  were  reimbursed  for 

el#ity»six   («6)   purebred  cattle  amountin;  |4,250,00, 

and  nine  hundred  two (902)   grade  cattle  amounting  to 
$22,758,S8,    or   a  total  of   >27,008#63. 

ollowinr  is  a  tabulation  of  the  results   of  labora- 
tory examination  of  the  blood  samples  from  cattle  under 
this  program,  also  from  goats,  sheet?,  horses  and  swine t 


Cattle 
Goats 

sheep 


Swine 


Negative     Reactors"-     Suspicious -a     Others »»    Total 

124,342  1,535  6,506  1,274  133,757 

525  5  2  528 


5 

1 
40 


164,011 


B5E S^59 


6 

1 


1,283   l34,Sfe 


■»  Includes  bloods  from  vaccinated  cattle. 

**  Containers  broken,  insufficient  amount  o£  blood, 
or  hemolysed. 


Certified  Herds  s 

Certified  Bang»s   Disease-^ree  iieros 


1,775 


Cattle  in  Certified  Bang's  Disease-iree 

Herds       27,075 

Under  the  present  law,  Chapter  527  Section  36E,  all  calves 
in  the  Cccjmonwealth  must  be  vaccinated  against  Brucellosis 
when  they  are  from  the  ages  of  four  (4)  through  eight  (3) 
months  • 

Following  is  a  table  indicating  the  number  of  calves  vaccinated 
by  months : 
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GOATS 


The  Division  arranges  for  the  tul    lin  testing 
and  blood  testing  of  goats  provided  the  owner  signs  an 
agreement  to  the  effect  that  any  goats  declared  as  re- 
tors  to  either  test  will  be  immediate     .sposed  of 
for  slaughter  with  no  compensation  allowed  by  the 
Commonwealth. 

>ur  hundr    l£hty» throe  (4G3)  goats  were  tuber  au« 
l-in  tested  and  four  hundred  eighty  (480)  blood  tested, 
reactors  wore  round  to  either  tost. 


I2JTK    rE  R]  LI, 


One  thousand  three  hundred  sixty-seven  (lf367)  permits 
were  issuod  covering  twenty-thousand  seven  hundred  eight 
(20,700)  head  of  dairy  cattle. 


Canada 

5,533 

Hew  York 

2,658 

Connecticut 

1,064 

Ohio 

4 

Illinois 

2 

Oregon 

1 

Iowa 

1 

Pennsylvania 

23 

Maine 

2,604 

Hhode  Island 

293 

Maryland 

11 

■mth  Carolina 

11 

Michigan 

8 

Vermont 

6,582 

Kew  Hampshire 

1,332 

Virginia 

1 

Hew  Jersey 

28 

Isconsin 

502 

yam 


• 
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fttemQ 


v- 


CHJARAHTT 


IC-ET  • 


riSXA 


:vll 


For. 


usachusctts 
Maine 

Hew  Hampshire 
Sew  York 
Rhode  Island 
Vermont 

Total 


T.    .  From 

actors  tiaecl 
37 


mm  i 


"EB" 


losis  Brucellosis 


UCS 


e&ctors 

lffr$iS 

3 

1 

19 

D7 

1 
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All  trucks  carrying  tuberculosis  or  brucellosis  reactors 
have  been  cleaned  an<~  ul^infecteo  leaving  the  yards. 

Total  number  or  livestock  received  at  this  station 
was  as  follows: 


Cattle 
Calves 


63, 90S 
93,177 


..gs 


5,7. 
24,116 


■ 
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SKPORfS 


Interstate  certificates  of  health  were  Issued  on 
Tour  thousand  four  hundred  seventy-six  (4,     head  of 
cattle  and  six  (G)  sheep,  fourteen  (11)       eleven  (11) 
goats* wore  exported  to  other  States  and  Countries  as  follows  i 


.'  .  ._   ■  j  I;  .. 

....... 

1 

.... 

.  L     . 

Arkansas 

Ire 

153 

California 

8 

How  Jersey 

29 

Canada 

56 

New  York 

141B 

Canal  Z one 

2 

North  Carolina 

39 

Connecticut 

536 

Ilorth  Dakota 

1 

Cuba 

IS 

Ohio 

n 

Delaware 

0 

Oregon 

4 

lorida 

110 

QJrtSwB  ■ 

3 

Germany 

6 

Jgumsylvania 

32 

oho 

4 

Peru 

1 

Illinois 

10 

Puerto     ico 

3 

Indiana 

20 

Rhode  Island 

1253 

Iowa 

1 

South  Carolina 

5 

Italy 

2 

iiouth  Dakota 

1 

Japan 

1 

Tennessee 

4 

Kentucky 

2 

Texas 

1 

Louisiana 

15 

Utah 

1 

Maine 

11C 

Vemont 

1 

Maryland 

48 

Virginia 

36 

Minnesota 

U 

.ahington 

3 

sissippi 

X 

38 1  Virginia 

3 

Bliss  our 1 

20 

.scons  in 

Total 

8 

4476 

Six  (6)  sheep  were  shipped  to  India, 

Fourteen  (14)  swine  were  shipped  to  New  Jersey. 

Lleven  (11)  goats  were  shipped  to    .a* 


; 


- 


■.-.-■ 


*w  eaJtwn 


■ 


9 


uxm: 


During  the  fiscal  year  thor«  wore  taree  hundred 
ninety-seven  (307)  licenses  issued  to  dealers  in  dairy 

.1  beef  cattle $   and  three  hundred  ninety-nine  (50  , 
platoa  wore  sent  oat  for  use  on  the  trucks  operated  by 
these  dealers* 

.  total  of  thirteen  thouaand  nine  hundred  seventy- 
seven  (l.'f977)  dairy  cattle  and  one  thousand  throe  hundred 
eit   -one  (1,331)  boef  cattle  were  reported  by  licenced 
dealers  as  purchased  and  sold* 


HITS  TO  PEED  C00KI  IKE 


our  hundred  two  (402)  permits  to  feed  garbage  to 
awine  were  issued* 


under  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
regulations  (Chapter  111,  General  Laws  as  amended  by 
Chapter  265-  Acts  of  1933,  Sections  6  and  7  *Do;   be*  is 
declared  a  disease  dangerous  to  public  health. 

Order  Ho,  34,  Section  3  of  the  Division  of  Livestock 
Disease  Control  regulations  reads  t  "All  dogs  known  to 
have  bitten  persons  snail  be  quarantined  for  a  period  of 
fourteen  (14)  days  for  observation,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  if  no  syrrptoms  of  rabies  have  developed  said  anfraaals 
may  be  released  from  quarantine  on  order  of  the  Director,* 

Investigation  of  reported  injuries  inflicted  to 
persons  by  biting  of  doga  and  the  quarantining  of  such  dogs 
is  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Inspector  of  Animals  • 

The  following  tabulation  includes  injuries  reported 
inflicted  by  dogs  and  other  animals : 
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P'ourteen  thousand  seven  hundred  aeven  (14,707)  persona 
vera  bitten  by  doga  and  other  animals.  One  thousand  two  hundred 
thirty -seven  (1,237)  persons  were  bitten  by  a  tray  animals,  and 
one  hundred  <.     -two  persons  were  bitten  by  animals  the  braina 
of  which  were  examined  at  the  laboratory. 

The  heads  of  one  (1)  alligator-  four  (4)  bats,  thirty-two 
(32)  cats,  one  (1)  chinchilla,  four  *4)  chipmunks,  one  (1)  cow, 
one  hundred  twenty-aeven  (127)  dots,  t  ,n   (10)  foxes,  two  (2) 
hamsters,  two(2)  mice,  two  (2)  monkeys,  four  (4)  rabbits,  two  (2) 
raccoons,  two  (2)  rats,  one  (1)  skunk  and  thirteen  (13)  squirrels 
were  received  at  the  laboratory  for  examination,  all  of  which 
were  reported  as  negative • 

MISCELLAir 

Actinomycosis  I   One  (I)  cow  reported  as  affected  with  this 
disease  was  quarantined  and  later  slaughtered* 

Avian  ruber culpa is ;  This  disease  was  reported  in  a  duck  upon 
bactei*iolor*icr.l  examination. 

Blackleg  and  Malir;nant  Ldemas  Preventive  treatment  was  cdmlnis- 
tered  to  one  thousand  six  Eundrod  twenty-five  (1,C25)  cattle  on 
one  hundred  twenty-three  (125)  premises. 

Contagious  Ecthyma:  This  disease  was  reported  in  ten  (10)  ewes 

and  ei£ht  13)  lambs  at  time  of  slaughter  for  beef.  The  carcasses 
were  tanked  and  the  premises  disinfected. 

Hog  Cholera;  Fourteen  (14)  pigs  on  or   (1)  premises  were  re- 
ported to  have  died  from  this  disease. 

Mange i   This  disease  was  reported  in  cattle  on  two  (2)  premises. 
Jja  both  ccses  the  anin&ls  recovered  and  were  released  from 
observation. 

Psittacosis;  First  reported  because  of  a  hospital  patient  who 
apparently  contracted  the  disease  fret:  a  bird  purchased  in  a 
store.  Upon  investigation  there  were  no  other  birds  left  in 
the  lot  from  which  this  bii    _ne.     Ipoe&t  which  arriv 
six  weeka  later  was  quarantined  but  released  upon  no  evidence 
of  the  disease. 

scrapie i  This  disease  or  exposure  to  it  was  reported  in  she#w 
on  sir  (6)  different  premises.  Sixty-two  (62)  sheep  were 
slaughtered  and  the  premises  disinfected.  The  owners  are  to  be 
reimbursed  by  the  federal  government. 
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AijiniAL  i       ctioj  r  cattj 

In  accordance  with  Section  1(    apter  129  of  tho  General 
Law*,  the  annual  inspection  of  neat  cattle,  sheep  and  swine 
and  or  the  premises  where  kept  i      '.plet.  .  • 

Reports  received  frosi  the  cities  and  towns  showed  that 
inspection  indicated  the  followi.   info]    .on: 


cowrry 

CATTLE 

171 

SHEEP 

GOATS 

3arns table 

56 

461 

15 

156 

215 

57 

Berkshire 

767 

19,856 

811 

69 

994 

845 

224 

Bristol 

740 

16,137 

71 

124 

11,763 

1,264 

215 

Dukes 

49 

452 

87 

10 

20 

1,154 

25 

Essex 

405 

9,360 

"9 

69 

9,842 

993 

255 

Franklin 

927 

19,134 

5 

127 

1,261 

835 

114 

up  den 

488 

8,028 

1 

60 

1,211 

644 

86 

Hampshire 

775 

15,645 

3 

101 

1, 

1,037 

128 

Middlesex 

609 

11,353 

1 

. 

140 

24,452 

855 

245 

Nantucket 

11 

99 

5 

3 

81 

25 

«» 

Norfolk 

283 

6,061 

951 

46 

4,419 

543 

14a 

-mouth 

456 

9,853 

814 

75 

9,366 

1,182 

213 

Suffolk 

2 

74 

132 

2 

1,150 

- 

1 

Worcester 

1.608 

35,285 

1 

,401 

142 

17,769 

1.503 

560 

TOTAL 

7,176 

152.373 

8 

< 

983 

84.091 

11.093 

2.271 

Of  the  total  number  of  cattle  inspected  one  hundred  twenty- 
seven  thousand  line ty  (127,090)  were  listed  as  dairy  cows,  eight 
hundred  twenty-one  1821)  were  listed  as  purebred  bulls,  and  twenty- 
two  thousand  two  hundred  sixty-eight  (22,268)  as  purebred  cows. 
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Regional  meetings  of  Inspectors  of  Animals  ?/ere  held 
In  the  month  of  December  In  Boa  ton,  Greenfield  ,  Se    ansett 
(Dighton),  Pittsfield,  Springfield  and  V orcester. 

as p ec  tfully  v  ubcd,  tt  oc\  $ 

DIRECT 
An  uobiated 
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;wi;/tL  report 

■1  vision  of  Markets 

Louis   .   ebster 
Director 

July  1,  1957  -  June   30,  1958 

1957  was  the  year  of  the  most  extensive  drought  since  the 
American  Revolution,  at  least  as  far  as  southern  New  England  was  con- 
cerned. An  unbiased  reader  of  the  newspapers  during  the  summer  of 
1957  would  think  that  the  drought  was  Public  I^neay  &>.  2,  second  only 
to  Communism.   Of  course  it  dried  up  a  lot  of  pastures  and  hay  fields, 
and  due-  to  the  fact  that  milk  prices  don't  fluctuate  like  prices  of 
strawberries  and  sweet  corn,  there  was  no  opportunity  to  recoup  losses 
to  dairymen.  Poultryaen,  however,  are  not  much  affected  by  dry  weather 
nowadays,  because  most  of  the  poultry  is  kept  under  cover  and  they 
know  how  to  insulate  poultry  houses. 

The  apple  growers  and  cranberry  growers  naturally  were  worried, 
and  some  prophets  had  the  cranberry  crop  cut  t©  shreds,  but  when  the 
harvest  was  over,  it  was  one  of  the  biggest  crops  on  record,  and  the 
apple  crop  was  good,  also. 

*'hen  it  coses  to  vegetables,  apparently  most  of  the  commercial 
vegetable  growers  are  using  irrigation,  and  the  crop  was  almost  up 
to  normal  and  prices  were  high  enough  so  that  the  total  value  of  the 
crop  was  about  25  percent  higher  than  the  previous  year  and  the  best 
of  any  year  since  1952,  which  was  also  a  drought  year. 

Apparently  a  drought  is  one  of  the  few  things  that  can  guarantee 
a  profitable  price  for  vegetables  in  this  part  of  the  country. 


Annual  Beport  -  Division  of  Harkets  2. 

averal  developments  in  the  vegetable  business  were  of  interest 
and  advantageous  to  the  growers.  First  was  the  expanded  use  of  the 
vacuum  cooling  equipment  for  lettuce  at  Dlghton  and  the  packing  of 
vegetables  at  their  headquarters,  for  which  we  furnished  inspection. 
They  packed  and  sold  lettuce,  cabbage,  peppers,  tomatoes  and  celery. 

Another  development,  or  continuation  of  a  development  that  began 
in  1956,  was  the  promotion  of  greenhouse  tomatoes  with  the  slogan, 
■Buy  the  tomatoes  with  the  stems  on  top."  Greenhouse  tomatoes  have 
two  crops  a  year — one  in  the  fall,  from  the  time  outdoor  toisatoes 
finish,  until  about  Christmas  time — and  the  spring  crop,  from  April 
until  July.   The  fall  crop  averages  six  or  seven  pounds  per  plant, 
and  the  spring  crop,  twelve  to  fifteen  pounds  per  plant.  Apparently 
the  production  per  plant  is  higher  in  Massachusetts  than  in  most  parts 
of  the  country,  and  prices  during  the  three  years  in  which  they  have 
been  advertised  have  been  quite  satisfactory.  The  total  crop  now 
runs  about  four  million  pounds  a  year.  The  program  has  resulted  in 
better  packing  and  better  recognition  by  consumers,  with  the  emphasis 
on  *the  tomatoes  with  the  stess  on  top.*  They  have  had  keen  competi- 
tion from  California  and  Florida,  where  they  have  copied  our  technique 
of  marketing  tomatoes  with  the  sterss  on,  but  as  they  are  outdoor-grown 
tomatoes,  the  California  and  Florida  tomatoes  are  definitely  not  as 
uniform  in  quality  as  our  greenhouse  tomatoes. 

Another  successful  promotion  is  that  of  the  so-called  *Blue  Star" 
carrots,  where  the  growers  have  organized  as  the  Carrot  Growers1  Council 
of  the  Boston  Market  Gardeners  Association  and  buy  plastic  tags  by  the 
hundred  thousand  with  a  blue  star  on  each  bag  and  the  name  of  the 
packer  printed  under  the  star. 
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The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  was  ready  to 
offer  additional  Inspection  service  for  the  carrots,  but  the 
marketing  program  went  along  sufficiently  satisfactory   without 
Inspection  during  this  fiscal  year. 

During  a  large  part  of  the  year,  someone  from  this  Department 
was  continually  inspecting  packaged spinach  and  other  vegetables  at 
the  Suffolk  Firms  Packing  Company. 

The  inspection  of  potatoes  continues  following  out  the  mandates 
of  the  recently  enacted  Potato  Branding  Law.   Growers  and  handlers 
of  potatoes  are  becoming  gradually  better  acquainted  with  commercial 
grades. 

Blueberry  inspection  continues  to  be  an  important  factor  in  our 
work  and  limited  to  a  very  restricted  area  in  Hampden  County. 
Apparently  better  results  are  being  obtained  in  spraying  and  dusting 
because  less  difficulty  is  hein£  encountered  with  blueberry  pests. 

The  Division  of  Markets  suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of 
Walter  E.  Piper,  June  5,  1953.  Welter  had  the  longest,  continuous 
service  of  anybody  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  the  time  of 
his  dealth.   Of  course  nobody  will  ever  actually  take  his  place  in 
all  the  different  lines  in  which  he  was  an  expert,  but  his  position 
is  being  filled  by  a.  Warren  Clapp  as  Chief  Market  Investigator, 
and  the  position  in  which  Warren  Clapp  was  operating  Is  now  occupied 
by  Charles  Callahan,  and,  on  a  temporary  basis,  G\xy   Paris  is  handling 
the  Boston  Parsers  Produce  Market  Report. 


Annual  Fieport   -  division  of  Markets 
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During  this  fiscal  year,  the  Division  contemplated  starting  a 
Flower  Market  Heport,  >ut  due  to  the  fact  that  it  Has  under  Walter 
Flper's  supervision  and  the  fact  that  the  desire  for  the  report  was 
not  c.©rly  defined,  It  wasn't  started  during  this  year. 

Phe  promotional  activities  of  the  Division  of  Markets  were  cos- 
parable  to  the  year  before.   The  Legislature  appropriated  the  same 
amount  of  iconey,  namely,   25,000,  and  it  was  handled  by  the  same  agency, 
Charles  P.  Hutchinson  Company,  and  covering  practically  the  sas&e  lines 
of  work,  the  biggest  item  being  one-minute  radio  spots  which  were  so 
flexible  that  they  could  be  changed  from  week-to-week,  or  even  dey-to- 
day,  to  promote  the  commodity  most  needing  selling  effort. 

Some  of  the  appropriation  was  used  for  the  publication  of  a 
booklet  showing  the  availability  of  hatching  eggs  produced  In 
Massachusetts  and  sold  all  over  the  world.  Some  of  It  was  used  for 
posters  and  other  advertising  media  during  June  Dairy  Month,  and  a 
•sail  amount  was  used  for  samples  in  connection  with  radio  and  tele- 
vision promotions,  for  pictures,  and  for  a  flower  breakfast  and  an 
apple  breakfast.  The  apple  breakfast  was  a  very  successful  affair  at 
the  Union  Oyster  House  with  about  25  of  the  leaders  of  the  apple 
industry  and  35  publicity  people.  A  similar  attendance  was  present 
at  the  flower  breakfast. 


FBUIT  Ajg>  Vh&ETABLE  IKSPECTIQH 
Enforcement  of  Massachusetts  Potato  branding  Law  - 

Inspections  being  made  on  potatoes  which  are  packed,  stored, 
transported,  sold,  offered  or  exposed  for  sale  in  The  Cosmonwealth. 
Inspections  are  aade  in  wholesale  markets,  retail  stores  end  roadside 
stands  in  order  to  determine  the  proper  grade  and  to  see  that  the 
packages  or  bulk  displays  show  the  proper  markings  required  of  the 
Branding  Xxw. 

Inspections  on  apples  offered  for  sale  are  to  be  currently  under- 
taken. The  Apple  Branding  Law  will  follow  somewhat  sissilar  lines  as 
the  Potato  Branding  Law. 

Shipping  point  apple  inspections  being  eade  at  country  points  on 
all  apples  exported  to  forei^i  countries,  military  shipments  and  sose 
domestic  shipiaenta.  Also  qualified  to  isake  shipping  point  inspections 
on  any  fruit  or  vegetable  which  sight  require  an  inspection  certificate  ■» 
usually  potatoes,  onions,  lettuce,  oacusbers,  tos&toes,  peppers, 
cabbage. 

Inspections  being  aade  on  all  silltary  shipsents  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  cosing  into  the  uincy  Karket  Cold  Storage,  Mstertown. 
Inspection  is  ssde  for  quality,  condition  bi^   grade.  Produce  is  then 
distributed  to  Arey  and  fsa?y  Installations  throughout  Hew  England, 

Inspections  saa&e  for  quality,  condition  and  grade  on  all  fruits 
and  vegetables  sold  to  institutions  of  the  City  of  Boston.  These 
include  Boston  City  Hospital,  Boston  Sanitarlua,  Deer  Island  Prison 
and  Long  Island  Hospital.  Also  inspect  produce  sold  to  various  veteran's 
hospitals  throughout  Haw  England. 

Inspections  being  »sd*  on  cello-psckaged  spinach  at  Suffolk  Farms, 
Chelsea.  Spinach  is  packed  for  U.S.  Grade  A.  Periodic  inspections  are 
s»de  throughout  the  packing  day  and  recorded  on  a  quality  control  sheet 
to  sake  certain  that  the  spinach  is  staying  within  the  limits  of  Grade  A. 

Jaoss  H.  Cassidy 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Inspector 


SEED  INSPECTION 

Our  cooperative  agreement  with  the  U.S.D.A.  in  policing  the 
Federal  Seed  Act  in  respect  to  violations  of  Interstate  shipments  of 
seed  is  still  paying  dividends.   Sixty  odd  samples,  apparent  viola- 
tions of  spring  sampling,  were  submitted  to  Beltsvllle,  resulting  in 
warnings  being  sent  to  wholesalers  responsible  for  thirty  violations 
plus  oharge  sheets  to  four  wholesalers  having  more  flagrant  violations. 
No  action  has,  as  yet,  been  reported  in  respect  to  these  charge  sheets. 
The  few  state  violations  were  taken  care  of  by  Mr.  Curran,  attorney 
for  this  Department,  through  hearing  or  letter. 

A  start  was  made  during  the  fall  to  revise  the  seed  law  to  bring 
it  up  to  date.  No  change  has  been  made  since  19^6.   It  was  decided 
to  include  tree  and  shrub  seed  in  the  new  law,  also  to  add  more  to 
the  flower  seed  requirements.   Two  drafts  of  new,  proposed  law  with 
discussion  meetings  held  at  laboratory  in  Amherst  were  completed  during 
fall  and  winter. 

In  addition  to  the  few  state  seed  purchases  sampled  during  the 
fall,  some  sampling  of  cover  crop  seeds  was  carried  out. 

The  regular  inspection  season  started  in  January  and  was  carried 
out  the  same  as  in  past  years  to  cover  the  sampling  of  seed  in  all 
channels  through  which  it  is  marketed.  Sampling  continued  to  June  1 
and  checking  on  labelling  until  July  .  Assisting  me,  Paul  Brown  of 
Hadley,  covered  towns  of  Connecticut  Valley  and  Berkshires,  and  Frank 
Allen  of  Quincy  drew  most  flower  seed  samples,  plus  checking  most 
stores  in  eastern  Massachusetts  for  outdated  lawn  seed  being  offered 
for  sale. 
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Seed  Inspection  -2- 

Pield  tests  were  planted  in  Amherst  of  all  samples  drawn  of 
following:   Vegetables,  Hybrid  Sweet  Corns  and  Radishes;  Flowers, 
Ageratum,  Calendulas,  Celosia,  Centaurea  cyanus,  Iberia,  Phlox, 
Portulaca  and  Zinnia. 

There  were  twenty  "stop  sale"  orders  issued,  principally  on 
grass  mixtures  that  had  not  been  tested  within  9  calendar  months. 
Generally  speaking,  most  seed  was  found  to  be  adequately  labeled. 


A.  Warren  Clapp,  In  Charge 
Seed  Inspection 
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special  applr  "tflffP*  aEPoar 

Forty-eight  Issues  of  The  Special  Apple  harket  Report  were 
printed  between  August  15,  1957  and  April  18,  1953,  and  mailed  to  a 
subscription  list  established  by  the  Massachusetts  Fruit  Growers1 
Association.  The  reports  comprised  Mid -keek  Massachusetts  Country 
Shipping  Point  Prices,  Paneuil  Hall  Karket  Prices,  ^hlpped-in  Prices, 
as  tx ell  as  twloe  monthly  Massachusetts  apple  storage  holdings  showing 
out-of -storage  Bovesent  and  percentage,  particularly  for  HoXntosh. 
In  addition,  monthly  storage  holdings  for  the  other  Mew  England  States, 
Hew  York,  and  United  States  are  included  together  with  Mcintosh  summary 
for  Kew  York  and  New  England,  In   fact,  aeeting  notices  and  all 
information  pertinent  to  the  successful  marketing  of  the  apple  crop 
are  included. 


A.  Warren  Clapp 
Market  Investigator 


BOSTON  BETA IL  PHICS  3SP0HT 
Each  week  of  the  year,  collect  and  assemble  retail  prices  for 
items,  such  as  fresh  fruits,  vegetables,  fish,  meat,  poultry  and 
dairy  products,  except  milk,  throughout  the  Greater  Boston  Area  and 
publish  reports  covering  same.  This  report  Is  disseminated  to 
newspapers,  radio  and  TV  stations,  dieticians,  hospitals,  labor 
unions,  visiting  nurses,  clinics,  school  lunch  managers,  and  private 
individuals  (to  mention  some  of  the  categories)  as  a  public  service 
of  the  Department.  The  sailing  list  of  the  Ecston  Setall  Price 
fieport  has  been  revised  this  year  to  keep  it  current. 

prompt lonal  ^ctmHeg 
i^ach  week  prepare  and  deliver  broadcast  for  Farm  mnd   Food  Hour, 
WBDH,  featuring  some  timely  topic  of  consumer  interest  with  emphasis 
on  native  agriculture.  Also  fill  guest  spots  on  various  radio  programs 
using  information  of  current  consumer  interest. 

1.  School  Lunch  -  Advisory  Board 

2.  American  Women  in  Eadlo  &  Television  and  other 
organizations  of  similar  nature. 

3.  Special  promotions,  when  featured,  i.e.,  strawberries, 
apples,  milk,  cranberries,  etc. 

4.  Massachusetts  fairs  -  contest  arrangements  and  Judging. 

5.  Cooperation  with  other  Government  and  private  agencies 
in  furthering  agricultural  programs  with  particular 
emphasis  on  consumer  information. 

Huth  Gallagher 
Market  Investigator 
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The  building  which  houses  the  new  Pood  Distribution  Center  for 
Worcester,  located  on  tioute  20  near  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  tracks, 
has  taken  in  some  new  tennants  during  the  past  year  but  no  additional 
produce  dealers.  Neither  has  a  railroad  siding  been  built,  a  feature 
that  was  promised  when  Laer  &  Salth  and  haoKoul  moved  down  there. 

The  Worcester  Farmers  K&rket  is,  to  all  Intents  and  purposes,  a 
thing  of  the  past.  Construction  in  the  Salem  Square  area  has  net  y*t 
progressed  far  enough  to  eliminate  the  space  that  farmers  had  used  for 
well  over  100  years  but  there  were  few  growers  who  used  it  this  fall 
and  then  more  as  a  place  to  meet  and  compare  notes  than  as  an  actual 
market.  Very  few  sales  were  made.  The  half-dozen  or  so  farmers  who 
gathered  there  on  occasion  were  usually  just  waiting  for  stores  to  open 
so  they  could  deliver  produce  that  had  been  previously  ordered. 

One  more  dealer  disappeared  from  the  scene  -  the  Franklin  Produce 
Company.  The  building  which  housed  this  concern  was  torn  down  to  make 
way  for  an  expressway  sm$i   for  reasons  of  health  the  owner  closed  up 
shop  rather  than  move  to  a  different  location. 

One  gathers  from  gossip  around  the  market  that  the  remaining 
dealers  ©re  just  about  getting  by  as  more  and  siore  business  is  handled 
by  the  super  market  chains.  Two  new  jaes  were  opened  in  the  Webster 
Square  area  in  October,  an  A  &  P  and  mn  Elm  ^arm  store.   First 
Rational  and  Stop  &   Shop  both  have  big  stores  in  the  same  area  and 
there  are  three  or  four  Independents  there  also.  All  In  ail  the 
Worcester  wholesale  produce  business  seems  destined  to  continued  as  a 
convenience  outlet  but  with  a  volume  far  under  what  it  wss  20  or  25 

years  ago. 

M.  Earl  Paddock 
Market  aeporter 
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SPBIMQFIii.LD  paCDUCK  KA8KKT  REPOHT 

The  summer  has  been  a  satisfactory  one,  according  to  reports 
from  producers.   Prices  started  at  a  good  range  and  continued  for  a 
longer  period,  The  season  was  disappointing  for  corn  growers,  but 
they  have  other  crops  which  did  better  and  helped  to  hold  the  average. 
The  obvious  reason  for  the  corn  slow-down  was  the  heavy  volume  of 
sweet  corn  shipped  froa  Florida  and  then  up  the  coast  as  the  season 
advanced  to  local  time.  This  meant  that  there  was  a  slower  demand 
and  a  limited  volume  to  move  of  the  local  product.  Growers  will  pro- 
bably regulate  their  plantings  another  year  so  that  there  will  not  be 
such  a  heavy  supply  as  this  year.  Specializing  and  finding  out  which 
crops  do  the  best  on  their  land  has  made  it  easier  for  some  growers 
who  used  to  plant  a  variety  of  products.   It  also  makes  for  better 
distribution,  as  it  allows  them  to  control  their  acreage  and  make 
plantings  according  to  trade  demands.  Summer  squash  and  tomatoes  are 
the  two  most  profitable,  early  harvest  and  a  number  of  growers  now 
have  this  situation  pretty  well  under  control. 

The  market  reporting  service  has  developed  into  a  program  of 
useful  service  to  local  producers,  industry  dependent  on  agriculture, 
freight  claim  departments,  shippers  and  cooperatives.  It  has  been  a 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  improve  the  service  with  the  addition  of  the 
Northampton  Cooperative  Auction  Market  Beport;  Special  Apple  reports 
are  being  continued;  the  Sgg  mnd   Poultry  Harket  Reports  are  most  useful 
and  carefully  watched  by  poultrymen  Bnd  dealers.   Through  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  dealers  and  the  Cooperative  Auction  Market,  the  egg  and 
poultry  markets  are  recognized  as  the  basis  of  establishing  prices  on 
these  products. 
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Springfield  Market  -2- 
The  Egg  Cooperative  showed  sales  of  over  a  million  and  a  half  dollars. 
The  activity  and  operation  of  this  venture  have  made  the  local 
market  prices,  those  which  dealers  and  producers  follow.  Some  years 
ago  it  was  the  practice  to  follow  the  Boston  prices  as  a  means  of 
establishing  the  market, 

Wholesalers  have  been  most  cooperative  in  furnishing  information 
and  I  am  grateful  to  them.  Fruit  and  vegetable  meetings  were  attended 
of  consumer  and  wholesale  groups  in  the  interest  of  local  marketing. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  staff  of  the  Hampden  County  League  for 
their  cooperation,  office  apace  and  staff  service  in  preparation  of 
the  reports. 


Raymond  lies 
Harket  Invest i gator 
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FOREWORD 

The  functions  of  the  Plant  Pest  Control  Section  are  essential- 
ly regulatory  involving  the  annual  inspection  of  establishments  produc- 
ing nursery  stock  in  the  Commonwealth;  certification  of  nursery  stock 
consigned  to  other  states  and  other  countries  when  special  requirements 
must  be  fulfilled;  collaboration  with  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  quarantine  enforcement;  and  licensing  of  persons  to  sell 
nursery  stock  in  Massachusetts,   These  various  regulatory  functions  are 
defined  by  state  law  in.  sections  16-31A,  Chapter  128  General  Laws  of 
rssachusetts,  Tercentenary  Edition  1932  as  amended.   In  addition  to 
these  regulatory  functions,  the  section  attempts  to  be  of  service  to 
the  public  by  publishing  information  about  plant  pests  and  thru  response 
to  inquiries  on  plant  pest  control  and  related  problems, 

<!ULATORY  ACTIVITI  S 


Nursery  Inspection: 

Section  17  of  the  plant  pest  control  law  directs  that  each 
nursery  or  place  vhere  nursery  stock  is  grown  in  the  Commonwealth  bo 
inspected  annually  beginning  on  July  1,  and  if  no  dangerous  Insects  or 
fungous  pests  are  found  therein,  a  certificate  to  that  effect  shall  be 
issued  to  the  grower. 

The  1957  inspection  work  was  completed  on  September  13* 
Certificates  were  issued  to  \\.0]±   establishments  classified  as  follows: 


Type  of  Stock 


No.  of 
E  s  t  ab  1  i  shm  e  nt  s 


C-eneral  (Evergreens,  Deciduous,  Perennials)  310 

Berry  Plants  (Strawberry,  Raspberry,  Blueberry)  33 

Dahlia  and  Gladiolus  12 

Greenhouse  ^4-9 

Total:  ^0)4. 


Acreage 
2,606 
75 
^9 


2,730 


Subsequent  to  September  13,  certificates  were  issued  to  six  additional 
nurseries  with  an  area  of  three  acres  producing  general  nursery  stock* 

No  serious  infestations  of  plant  pests  were  noted  in  the  nurs- 
eries.  Some  damage  by  the  birch  leaf  miner,  Japanese  beetle,  red  spider 
and  scale  insects  was  reported  and  the  European  earwig  was  particularly 
damaging  to  annuals,   A  few  gypsy  moth  egg  clusters  were  found  in  nurs- 
eries in  Haverhill  and  V.'est  Uewbury  and  quite  a  number  (35)  in  Northboro. 
There  was  considerable  evidence  of  winter-killing,  and  abundant  evidence 
of  injury,  especailly  on  lining-out  stock,  due  to  the  long  summer  drought 
In  a  few  nurseries  in  southeastern  Massachusetts  there  were  reports  of 
damage  by  the  17-year  cicada  which  returned  to  that  part  of  Massachusetts 
in  June  1957  • 

Post--Bntry  Inspections: 

The  examination  of  post-entry  nursery  stock  which  was  resumed 
in  late  September  required  inspections  in  ll\.   establishments.   Of  the 
total  of  2,!j.73  specimens  originally  imported  under  the  provisions  of 
Federal  Plant  Quarantine  No.  37,  l,ij.l2  specimens  had  died  from  one 
cause  or  another.   The  l,06l  remaining  plants  which  had  been  under  de- 
tention for  two  growing  seasons  were  released  for  further  propagation 
or  sale. 

Inspection  of  Strawberry  Plant  Stock; 

Special  examination  of  stock  growing  in  the  strawberry  plant 
nurseries  was  resumed  October  9»   Inspection  in  12  establishments  showed 
that  the  summer  drought  kept  many  plants  from  making  good  runners.   In 
some  instances,  newly  set  plants  that  were  not  irrigated  suffered  high 
mortality.   This  situation  emphasized  the  fact  that  growers  should  con- 
sider their  investment  in  irrigation  systems  as  a  must  in  their  nursery 
operation.   There  are  two  growers  in  Massachusetts  who  are  actually  pro- 
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ducirt  virus-free  foundation  stock  in  conformity  with  federal  recom- 
mendations. This  procedure  entails  the  use  of  a  screened  lath  house 
and  following  a  strict  spray  prop:ra~;  once  the  plants  are  field  set. 

Certification  of  Foreign  Shipments: 

There  rere  numerous  shipments  of  carnation  cut tinge  to  foreign 
countries  during  the  year  -  one  shipment  to  Sweden  comprising  18,000 
Cuttings,   "ith  the  advent  of  improved  methods  of  propagation  such  as 
mist,  use  of  special  rooting  medium,  such  as  oearlite,  automatic  climate 
control,  use  of  freezing  storage  rooms,  production  has  been  greatly 
facilitated.   These  shipments  required  special  certification  to  comply 
with  the  regulations  of  the  country  of  destination.   The  countries  in- 
cluded: Australia,  Bahama  Islands,  Belgium,  Denmark,  France,  Germany, 
Hawaii,  Holland,  Ireland,  Israel,  Italy,   erico,  South  Africa  and  Sweden. 
Shipments  of  seeds  were  certified  to  Canada,  England,  Germany,  Kenya 
and  Sweden.   Special  certificates  were  also  required  to  cover  shipments 
of  orchids  to  California,  cactus  to  Germany,  strawberry  plants  and  maple 
cuttings  to  Ireland,  and  gladiolus  bulbs  to  Sn gland.   Shipments  to 
other  states  in  the  United  States  also  required  special  certificates. 
These  included  rhododendrons  to  Connecticut;  several  plants  to  Georgia, 
California,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,   In  all,  5°  special  certifications 
were  made  during  the  year. 

Corn  Borer  Control  Law: 

Funds  for  use  in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the 
-uropean  corn  borer  control  lav;  (Section  31&)  wore  withdrawn  by  the 
legislature  from  the  departmental  budget,  and,  therefore,  no  attempt 
at  enforcement  was  possible. 

Blister  Rust  Control  Area  Permits; 

In  collaboration  with  the  Plant  Quarantine  Division  of  the 

-3- 


-.*&^~  -*a  ■ 


^icultural  Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  -  gri- 
culture,  the  Feet ion  continued  to  issue  permits  for  the  entry  of  rtibes 
(currants  and  gooseberries)  into  the  State  for  planting  in  unrestricted 
localities.   The  Federal  Quarantine  (No,  63)  la  designed  to  aid  in  the 
protection  of  the  white  pine  resources  of  the  Commonwealth  from  further 
damage  by  the  white  pine  blister  rust.  During  the  fiscal  year,  322  permits 
were  issued  covering  the  shipment  of  712  currant  and  103  gooseberry 
bushes.   Applications  numbering  32  T"ere  denied,  because  the  stock  was 
destined  to  control  area  townships  established  by  regulation  dated 
March  5,  19^1. 

ft  ?nts*  Licenses: 

During  the  fiscal  year,  licenses  to  sell  nursery  stock  in 
Massachusetts  were  issued  to  2f>6  applicants  in  accordance  with  Section 
18  of  the  plant  p-*st  control  la-'  . 

STATUS  OF    TOR  I  :STS 


luropean  "Jar^jg: 

The  European  earwig  led  all  other  pests  in  being  troublesome 
to  the  he    gardener,  especially  in  July  and  early  August.   A  sub- 
stantial increase  in  population  and  damage  to  plants  was  noted. 

Japanese  iieetle: 

The  Japanese  beetle  was  still  active,  but  there  ^as  a  notice- 
able reduction  in  population.   In  addition,  the  adults  seem  to  be 
smaller  and  less  active.   It  ^as  anticipated  that  the  drought  would 
be  unfavorable  to  e    laying  and  hatching  for  a  n&        eneration  of  larvae. 

~1  Leaf  Beetle: 

The  absence  of  reports  of  adult  elm  leaf  beetles  hibernating 
in  houses  during  the  winter  indicated  a  reduction  in  numbers  of  this 
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pest.   No  serious  spring  or  summer  feeding  was  reported. 

Dutch  Jhilm  Disease: 

There  is  increasing  evidence  of  damage  by  this  disease  thru- 
out  the  state,   Altho  this  section  has  no  responsibility  in  connection 
with  the  control  of  this  disease,  many  requests  for  information  reach 
this  office.   Records  of  the  Shade  Tree  Laboratory  at  the  University  of 

assachusetts  indicated  that  as  of  June  1,  1958  the  disease  had  been 
identified  from  cultures  of  specimens  from  60,705  elms  located  in  339 
towns  in  all  counties  in  Massachusetts  except  Nantucket.   This  means 
that  the  disease  is  present  in  all  but  12  towns  in  the  State,    These 
towns  are  Chilmark,  Edgar town,  Gayhead,  Gosnold,  Oak  Bluffs  and  West 
Tisbury  in  Dukes  County;  .'-asGham,  Truro,  iviashpee  and  :  ellfleet  in 
Barnstable  County;  Heath  in  Franklin  County;  and  Nantucket, 

Aphids: 

In  September,  the  abnormal  premature  falling  of  green  leaves 
of  Norway  maples  excited  the  curiosity  of  many  property  owners.   In- 
spection showed  that  the  trees  were  seriously  infested  by  a  tremendous 
population  of  plant  lice  of  the  species  Periplrryilus  lyropictus .   The 
insects  were  producing  large  quantities  of  honeydew  which  in  some  in- 
stances was  actually  dripping  from  the  leaves  which  remained  on  the 
trees.    Apparently,  the  honeydew  completely  clogged  the  stomata  of 
the  leaves  and  the  feeding  by  the  aphid  hordes  had  probably  exhausted 
the  leaf  moisture  and  nutrients.   This  action,  coupled  with  the  effects 
of  the  drought  caused  the  leaf  petiole  scars  to  form,  prematurely  re- 
leasing the  leaves.   This  invasion  of  plant  lice  resulted  in  a  literal 
deluge  or  sticky  green  leaves  littering  the  streets  and  lawns  in  the 
cities  and  to-ns  in  j -otropolitan  Boston. 
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Snow  Fleas: 

During  January  195$,  several  calls  -  sr  received  regarding 
the  prevalence  of  snow  fleas  or  Springtails  •   These  pests  anpear  almost 
overnifht  and  in  such  numbers  as  to  blacken  the  snow  over  lare;e  areas. 
They  usually  disappear  as  quickly  as  they  appear,  but  serve  to  alarm 
the  populace. 

Clover  j-ites: 

In  April  195- ,  clover  mites  persisted  in  many  homes  as  evi- 
denced by  an  increased  number  of  complaints, 

Gypsy  T'oth: 

Reports  indicate  that  the  population  of  crypsy  moths  reached 
a  ne"'  lo,rr  durin^  1957  with  only  a  few  areas  limited  in  extent  (one  in 
Brex^ster  and  one  in  Andover)  where  this  pest  caused  defoliation, 

PUBLIC   X-  TION  S-iRVIC  \ 

Altho  not  specifically  authorized  by  law,  the  personnel  of 
th^  section  atterrnts  to  be  of  service  to  those  interested  in  pest  con- 
trol problems.   In  this  phase,  information  pas  provided  in  response  to 
658  inquiries  by  telephone  and  8l  persons  who  visited  the  office. 
Thirty  insects  were  involved  in  these  inquiries  with  many  repeats  in 
the  case  of  ants,  carnet  beetles,  cockroaches,  -uropean  corn  borer, 
European  earwigs,  fleas,  nor  ets,  red  spiders,  silverfish  and  termites. 
Six  plant  diseases  were  also  involved  with  repeats  on   the  Dutch  elm 
disease.   Specimen  insects,  plant  diseases,  rnd  plant  material  are 
identified  upon  request.  During  the  fiscal  year,  17  insects  ^ere 
identified  with  several  repeats;  there  were  three  specimens  of  plant 
diseases,  and  nine  samples  of  shrubs  or  trees  were  named.   In  addition 
to  response  to  inquiries  relating  to  plant  pest  control  and  plant 
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material  ,  the  personnel  endeavor*  to  be  of  service  by  responding  to 
inquiries  unrelated  to  pest  control.   These  included  a  great  variety 
of  questions  from  the  beginning  of  the  alphabet  -  "Ammate  for  the  eradi- 
cation of  poison  ivy",   to  the  end  with  -  "Zoyz.ia  grass  as  of  debatable 
value  for  use  in  Massachusetts". 


Miscellaneous  Activities; 

r.  Lowry  attended  the  Spring  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Plant 
Board  in  Richmond,  Virginia  in  i  arch  1958*   The  meeting  was  devoted  to 
an  appraisal  of  the  present  pest  control  and  regulatory  programs. 
Mr.  Kuzmiski,  represented  the  section  at  a  November  1957  meeting  held 
under  the  Associates  of  the  Massachusetts  Forest  and  Park  Association 
called  to  evaluate  the  Dutch  elm  disease  program.   He  attended  the 
[}.6th  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Tree  r'ardens  and  Foresters' 
Association  in  Boston  in  February  1958.   He  also  assisted  on  the  Farm 
and  Food  Progran  on  WHDH-Tv*  Channel  5  in  March  1958. 

-VCAPPrliT^.TION 

During  fiscal  year  from  January  1,  1957  to  June  30,  1958, 
certificates  of  Inspection  ,,:ere  issued  to  lilO  establishments  producing 
nursery  stock.    General  stock  (evergreens,  deciduous  and  perennial) 
was  produced  in  3l6  nurseries;  berry  (strawberry,  raspberry,  blueberry) 
stock  was  grown  at  33  locations;  and  12  owners  produced  dahlia  or 
gladiolus  stock.   There  were  k9  greenhouses  certified  as  producers  of 
nursery  stock.   No  serious  pest  outbreaks  ,,rere  noted  in  the  nurseries. 
Inspection  of  strawberry  plant  nurseries  indicated  an  increased  inter- 
est in  the  production  of  virus-free  stock.    Inspections  were  made  of 
stock  in  50  consignments  to  foreign  countries  or  to  other  states  wh  ere 
special  requirements  must  be  met.   Licenses  to  sell  nursery  stock  were 
issued  to  2£6  individuals.   Blister  rust  control  permits  were  granted 
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to  322  applicant?  and  32  applications  were  denied. 

Pest  outbreaks  included  an  inc    se  in  population  of  the 
European  earwig,  ind   plant  lice  attacking     ay  maples.   The  Dutch 
elm  disease  up  to  January  1,  1958  had  been  officially  identified  in 
all  but  12  towns  In  Massachusetts,   SnoT"  fleas  in  January  caused  some 
concern.   Japanese  beetle  adults  were  not  as  numerous  as  in  previous 
years  and  hardly  any  damage  by  the  elm  leaf  beetle  was  reported. 

Public  relations  service  involved  response  to  658  inquiries 
by  telephone  and  81  individuals  were  interviewed  in  person  in  the  of- 
fice.  About  75  leaflets  o  n  Information  about  pest  control  were  dis- 
tributed to  inquirers.   Identification  war  made  of  29  specimens  of 
insects,  plant  diseases  or  plant  material. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
July  1,  1957  -  June  30,  1958 
FAIRS  AND  EXHIBITS 

Although  the  drought  during  the  summer  months  caused  cancellations  of 
some  of  the  smaller  fairs,  and  affected  the  vegetable  and  flower  exhi- 
bits at  many  fairs,  yet  the  total  number  of  exhibits  was  creditable, 
amounting  to  71,809,  of  which  28,624  were  youth  exhibits. 

The  Department  paid  $78,443.95  of  State  prize  money  to  fair  exhibitors 
and  fairs  contributed  199,260.11  of  their  own  money,  making  a  total  of 
$168,704.06  paid  for  pri.es  for  agricultural  exhibits. 

1,213,482  attended  the  145  fairs  held  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  Fairs 
were  divided  as  follows:   14  major;  22  community,  19  youth,  17  livestock, 
73  grange. 

All  major  fairs  and  some  of  the  larger  community,  youth  and  grange  fairs 
were  inspected  by  members  of  the  Department.  Seven  fairs  held  pari- 
mutuel  racing  and  turned  in  $255,719.18  to  the  Agricultural  Purposes  Fund 
for  the  1958-59  year.   $111,697  was  allotted  from  the  fund  to  operate 
during  the  1957-58  year. 

The  following  awards  were  made:   467  State  ribbons,  65  medals,  81  4-H 
pens,  10  plaques,  4-000  4-H  pins,  4  bowls  and  one  4-H  cattle  blanket.  The 
above  were  awarded  at  fairs,  agricultural  school  shows,  vocational  agri- 
cultural contests,  etc.   15  soil  conservation  certificates  were  awarded. 
The  Fund  also  paid  for  the  Governors  Green  Pasture  Award.   The  4-H  Gamp 
at  junherst  was  partially  financed  by  the  Agricultural  Purposes  Fund. 

At  Eastern  States  Exposition  the  Division  maintains  the  Massachusetts 
State  Building  and  curing  the  Exposition  displays  exhibits  for  the  pro- 
motion of  agriculture  and  industry  of  the  State.   This  year  the  main 
section  was  turned  over  to  the  Air  National  Guard  in  cooperation  with 
the  Division  of  Apprentice  Training  of  the  Department  of  Labor  and 
Industry,  in  keeping  with  the  Air  Force  theme  of  the  1957  Exposition. 
Agricultural  products  displayed  were  Massachusetts  honey,  ffThe  Milk 
House"  which  sold  milk  through  the  American  Dairy  Association,  vegetables 
displayed  through  the  use  of  a  barbecue.   Cranberries,  poultry  and 
maple  products  were  also  attractively  exhibited.   The  right  wing  had  a 
display  by  the  Department  of  Commerce  on  vacationing  in  Massachusetts, 
«nd  the  left  wing  had  an  exhibition  of  wildlife  and  nurseries. 

The  State  Building  at  Brockton  Fair  Grounds,  also  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Division,  featured  in  the  center  of  the  building,  a  display  by  the 
American  Veterinarian  Medical  Association.  Other  exhibits  were  F.F.A. 
vegetables,  cattle  and  poultry,  a  lamb  and  wool  booth,  naturalist  booth, 
Touraine  paint,  a  flower  exhibit  featuring  Massachusetts  mums,  and  the 
Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles. 

The  Union  Agricultural  Meeting  was  held  in  Janu: ry.   Stormy  weather  and 
other  conditions  brought  the  attendance  down,  and  after  study  by  a  special 
committee  it  was  voted  at  an  April  meeting  that  the  meetings  be  dis- 
continued.  It  was  also  voted  that  the  money  which  was  spent  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  in  support  of  the  Union  Agricul- 
tural Meeting  be  made  available  for  use  by  State-vide  commodity  pro6rrms 
insofar  as  it  is  permissible.  Mr.  Reidy  was  appointed  Manager.   It  was 
-lso  voted  it  this  meeting  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to 
dispose  of  the  funds  and  meet  at  the  Eastern  States  Exposition  in  1958  and 


The  38th  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Fairs  Associa- 
tion was  held,  also  in  January,  ^.n<3.   the  Director  reported  to  the  groups  on 
disposition  of  prize  money  to  fairs*   The  Western  Massachusetts  and  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Fairs  associations  also  held  annuel  meetings  at  which  the 
Director  spoke,  giving  statistics  on  local  fairs.   The  -Director  attended 
the  Avenue  of  States  meetings  to  discuss  mutual  problems  cf  State  Buildings 
at   Eastern  States  Sxaosition. 


Fairs  letters  and  agricultural  calendars  were  published,  and  lists  of 
fairs  were  printed  and  distributed.   Radio  talks  were  given  during  fair 
time. 

applications  were  received  from  166  fairs  for  State  prize  money  for  agri- 
cultural premiums  for  next  ye.r. 

Daniel  fteiay  was  appointed  Director  of  the  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control 
and  Fairs  on  April  1,  1953,  after  the  resignation  of  Leo  F.  Doherty,  which 
became  effective  March  31,  1958. 
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their  f&etu     Many  hobby  *ype  baek^apawi  wit         ly  one  op  taro  hlvae  do 
not  paalisa  this  so  a  constant  chaek  on  tbsm  and  good  information  with 
a  stpict  follow  up  for  anfopossaant  of  tha  law  1ft  aassntlal* 

Ml  ppototion  of  baakaapin^  by  adueational  material  is  ffpgflireaa* 

ing  satisfactorily.     5«von  county  rpoupa  are  hold!?         mthly  neotinga  and 
the  Chlaf  Apiary  Xnapoctop  visits  theaa  at  X#ast  ones  ©5         r««p  and  Ms 
own  eounty  -rpoup  month!..        MM  of  the  deputies  83*a  members  wte  attend 
ragularly  aleo»        I  annual  roport  on  tha  at&tistlae  of  mmh®?  of  colonise 
and  amount  of  diseaae  is  r*n&*&&&  to  than  annually*  at  their  winter  meet- 
ing in  <--epeeatar«     Oeod  cooperation  has  been  received  steadily  afaleh  hslps 
s  gr^et  deal  to  find  now  boekaepaps  and  kaep  everyone  informed  on  tne 
latest  doiralopmsnts  in  operation  and  diassaa  eontrol  tgsthods*     the  exhibit 
of  honey  and  honey  products  at  .-aatepn  states  -^epoaltioB  la*t  September, 
was  carried  out  Jointly  by  tne  Department  of  .-v-^rieulture  and  the  tfaeaa* 
chusette  Moderation  of  ^eskeepsra'  Committee*     A  litre  demonstration  of 
Ifrandllng  base  by  a  beekeeper  with  &  colony  in  i  screened  sage  attracted 
mash  attention*       lfc»gf  people  in  our  eitise  and  toime  mistake  hornets  and 
eaapa  for  honeybees*        \  see  a  ?s$in  h&ndla  ba«S  ti  shlrtaleevea  and 

no  protection  impresses  tbsn  mere  than  ward*  or  nemap&per  readlngt  that 
hansybass  ara  a  seleat  type  of  insect.     -;vor  2f00O  Jars  of  neney  wars 
taken  hems  also  to  be&p  our  people  know  that  i^any  flavors  of  honey  are 
P2*odueed  in  this  State*     ^jpanberry  hor%&j  fro        .Lymouth  -   uniy  &nd  Thyme 
aa»b  honay  from  the  Berkshire*  are  distint  kinds f   Clover  and  Apple  Blossom* 
•erne  Dandelion,  Clethre,  X*oos  ©strife  and  '&\§lqW»*?tv  **onays  ana  kept 
ftspftra-;*  at  extra©  tier,  tins  each  Fall,  Intt  most  of  I        ionay  is  a  ssedlum 
to  dark  ambon  bland  fro®  sany  aoureas  of  flow©pa#       Thay  ara  ell  good 
taatiag  and  axeallant  souro^a  of  au^ap  aaaily  di|?aatad» 

Tha  attachad  shaat  |«»aaants  a  statistical  summary  duping  tha 
'1957  fiald  season t  April  to     opt«?abop# 
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Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  -  Apiary  Inspection 

.Annual   Statistical  Report 
Season   1957"" 


County 
BARNSTABLE 

BERKSHIRE 

BRISTOL 

ESSEX 

FRANKLIN 

HAMPDEN 

HAMPSHIRE 

MIDDLESEX 

NORFOLK 

PLYMOUTH 

WORCESTER 


No. 
Visits 

37 

203 

125 

95 

226 
324 
167 
169 
82 
141 
285 


No, 
Colonies 

Examined 

23 
441 
422 
271 
523 
729 


No. 

No. 

Col. 

Col. 

AFB 

EF3 

1 

4 


8 


1854 


512 

9 

672 

39 

217 

2 

729 

17 

15 

884 

51 

2 

5423 

114 

17 

No. 

Col, 
treat- 
ed 


1 

4 

4 

12 

25 

12 

59 


No. 
Col. 
No-  De- 
sema  stroyed 


2 

4 

5 

27 

2 

7 

21 
72 


Average  percent  Estimated  colonies  of  bees 

1953 AFB  4.  3  in    entire   State 

1954 6.8  1954 12    000 

1955   .....  2.4  1955 11   600 

1956 2,3  1956 7   000 

1957 2.1  1957 8,800 

A  further  reduction  in   disease  over  last  year  indicates   that 
the  use  of  drugs   for  control  work  has  not  resulted  in   serious  out- 
break.     The   European   Foulbrood  cases  are   still   confined  to   the 
cranberry  bog  region  with  only  a  few  reported  in  other  parts  of 
the  State. 

She  increase  in   colonies   destroyed,    72  compared  to   40  in   1956, 
shows   that  many  beekeepers  prefer  to  rid  themselves  quickly   of  any 
future  trouble. 

Favorable  winter  conditions   sua  increased  demand  for  bees   for 
pollination  accounts  for  the  larger  number  of  hives  in  1957. 


December  30     1957 
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BONDING  AND  LICENSING  OF  MIIX  DEALERS  AND  POULTRY  DEALERS 

Milk  Dealers 

Total  milk  dealers  securities  in 

care  of  Department  of  Agriculture  $1,637,530.00 

Poultry  Dealers 

Total  poultry  dealers1  surety  bonds 

filed  with  Department  of  Agriculture  502,000.00 


June  30,  1958 


.V. 


laniel  J.  Gurran,  Attorney 
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Resolved,   i'hat  npaid  speeial  commission  established  by 

-4>ter  one  hundred  and  forty-one  of  the  resolves  of  nineteen 
hundred  and  fifty-six  una  rev  i  ted  &n£  continued  by  chapter  sixty- 
one  si    the  resel  sf  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty- seven,   la  hereby 
further  revived   and   continued   for  the  purpose  of   continuing  its 
invest;                     .;   stud;;  or  the   cbject  of  itsrh,  11- 
ties  la   the  commonwealth,   includir,         sine;           related  thereto, 
With  a  view  to  the          vision  of  adequate  slaughterhouse  facilities 
in  the  c          nwealth. 

id  consul  seion  shall   confer  ami  co-operate  with  the  state  depart- 
ment of  agriculture   in  such  Inv  -ion  and   study. 
Said   c           i si on  shall  be  provided  with  quarters  in  the     t. : o     .use 
or  elsewhere,   and  nay  expand  for  clerical   assistance,   expert  as 
en^ineerin,    and  o                       bants   and  uneX7^ended   balance  t         ie 
it  a                                            0257-19  of  section  ttfo  of  chapter 

Kindred        3  forty-three  of  the  acts  of  ninety         uindred  a 
-seven,   and  ial   suae  as  may  be  appropriated   therefor. 

Id  commission  i         hold   hear!        %  ^^n  mid  examine  witness   i 

and  r equir     ...    subpoena  the  \,  Q  of        .  ;s  and  papers  and  may 

travel  within  and  without  the  c         nwealth. 

Said  c  ssioa  X  repor  :urt  the  results  ot 

Its  invei  i  and  study  m         Is  recommendations,    if  si  y, 

ether  wi         reXts   of  legislation  aeeess  le  can-       uch  rec 

ttto  effect,   h^  fiiin      :  the   clerk  oi    the  senate 

on  or  before   the  last  in  December  in  the  current  year. 
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Besolvegf    Efeat  the  unpaid   speoll  .ission  establishes   by  chapter 

sixty-nine  o      I    s  resolve  nineteen        -  and  fifty-six  aid 

revived  ant         itinued  by  chapter  sixty-t-.  the  resolves  of  nine- 

teen hundred  and  fifty-seven,   Is  h  reby  farther  revived  m6  c     - 
tinued  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  its  investigation  and   study  of 
the  advisabilit  establishing    a  county  agricultural   r>. 

Worcester  i  ounty,        d   an  agricultural   center  where  said  school  and 

•veromontal  agricultural    and  farm  agencies  shall  be  located,   where 
adult   educational  ortunltlss   in  c  ,   far*.  B    ,  dening 
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fruit  gro         ,  ilo  Ic  ltura,  tin        •.    at    er  related  subjects 

shall  be  off.;rod  and  cortain  -ervices  In  milk  testing 


soil  testing  i*nd  disease  and  pest  control   shall  bo  furnished  to 
the  residents  of   said  county* 

Sal  ission  shall  consider  sites  as  may  be  available  and 

desirable  for  the  locat:         it  said  iter,  and  the 

possibilit,.  M  certain  buil<  >wned  hj  the  i        •  or 

the  federal  gover  f  costs  of  acquire         mch  locutions-,   and 

the  approximate  c,  ,•      .  ;.eh  school  and  center  and 

staff i]       and  equippin  .   the  same.  Ion  s        .  be   .     ,  ■  Ided 

with  quart'.:  n  th  ate  house  9  e,  as  :,c  he 

and  may  travel  within  uU  ,  lissic 

may  expend  for  expert,  clerical  and  other  i        static         d  for  expenses 
the  ded  tc      available  in  it  7-01  of  section  two  of 

chapter  seven  hundred  i  t  -- ,:.:e  of  the  act.    of  nineteen  hundred 

and  fifty-seven,   and   sue        dditional   sons  as  may  be  appropriate     I   ere- 
for.   Said  <-  all  report  to  the  general   court"  I       results  of 

Its  invest  t       ,  and  Its  as,  11  ,   together 

with  drafts    A.   legislatioi    nee  ry  to  carry  said  reco-:;e:  s  in 

effect,  by  fill  is  cler  the  senate  not  later  t 

the  last  Tu.  of  Dec  ..ber  in  the  current  year, 
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Resolved,   the  a  unpaid  special  commission  established  by  chapter 

•if  t  -nine  of  the  resolves   of  nineteen  hundred   txi<3  fifty-seven,   is 
hereby  revived  and  continued  for  the  purpose  of  e       inuing  its  in- 
ve.  uudy  relative  to  the  advisability  of  repealing  the 

provisions  of  lav,  requiring  the  cooking  of  garbage  before  fa-edii 
to  swine,   and  relative  t  9       of  relieving  ec  ic  distress  re- 

sulting from  such  provisions  if  repeal   thereof  is  not  deemed  to  be 
advisable* 

Said  e  slon  shall  be  provided  with  quarters  in  the  state  house 

or  elsewhere,  may  hold  hearings*  may    .ravel  within  ond.  without  the 

s&onwealth,  and  may  expend  for  expert,   cleric  id  other  expenses 

the  unexpended   balance  of  the   i        nt  appropriated  in  item  0256-10  of 
section  two  of  chapte        ivan  hundred  and  forty-three  of  th4  a«       ef 
nineteen  hundred   and  fifty- set  lition&l  as  may  be 

appropriated   therefor. 

Said  commission  shall  report  to   the  general   court  the  results  of  its 
inves         .ion  and  study,    &nd  ito    recommendations,  if  any,   together 
vdth  draft a  of  legislation  necessary  to  carry  recommendations  into 

affect,   by  filln.   "the   same  with  the  cler.   of   the  house  of  representa- 
tives on  or  befo?     the  last  Tuesday  of  Teceraber. 

Laws  relating  to   the  iilk  Industry  have  been  IBM  and   s tidied 

by  several    co;  missions  durin  <t  quart  or  century  but  new  problems 

policies  and  methods  have  arisen  pertaining  to  produc  ,  marketing 
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aiid  distribution  nilk  p-         eta  and  new  laws  find   amend - 
nends  to  exl  8            leg!  si  .itly  before  t 

art,         .vera!   ch 
in  order   to   clarify  the  eefor  on 

Agriculture  L<  ease  ,    2*  ah 

roads  a«  follows : 

ordered,    Fh&t   the  joint   special   committee  •  Usher?  by  an  order 

adopted  by  the  Sonata  it   7,  2L957*   t**d  by  the    (ease  cm   'ugust 

12,  1937,   is   here,  med  for  the  >se  of  continuing  ita  in- 

vest.-       .on  and         dy  of  the  a  and  laws  roi  ereto, 

and  the  law  a  Palatln       .>  the  mil         atrol  eoimnl  salon  >.;t     a  view  to 
revisir      fa  te  same  and  to  recommendis  changes  as  may  be  beneficial 

to  the  industry  and  the  subject  matte?'  of  so 

much  of  Senate  document  numbered  1    (page  1*2),  lire   to   sale  of  mil 

below  cost  and   to  a  review  of  all  law,;  pertain:.:*  :e  milk  industry; 

of  Senate  document  i  jr-ed  I63,   and  of  current        isc  documents  numbered 

U3#12V3  en«        01   of  1957-  Ld  c,  all,    in  the  course  of  its 

investigation  and  study,   Consider   %h  bject  matter  of  current  House 

aeounent  numbered  122,  relativ  further  regulating  the  fixing  of 

prices  to  be  charged   i.        :ilJc»  id  c  ttee  >ld  bearing     ,  may 

travel  within  and  without  the  commonwealth  emS  may  expend  for  clerical 
legal  end  other  assistance   the  unexpended   balar.  vailable  in  ite 

0110-71   of   section  two   of  chapter   seven  hua  .^venty-one  of   t 

acts  of  nineteen  hundred   m      fifty-seven,    and  other  sums   as  may 

be  appropriated   therefor*  Id   committee  shall  report  t^>  the  eral 

Court  the  results  of  its  investigation  and  study,  and  its  r;  -Mend  a  - 
tiensj  if  any,  together  with  drafts  of  legls"  m  neeei  t  to  carry 
its  reco ■■aaendafcions  into  effect,  by  filing  the  seme  with  the  el  of 
the  Senate  not  later  than  the  last  i'uesday  of  December  in  the  current 
year 
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In  order  to  more  efficiently  and  economically  control   brucellosis  of 

all  ©attl<  rted  into   the  C         .aweslth   the  legislature  vary  wisely 

enact e     the  foiloi  r  01  General.  end  they  wore  approved 

by  the  *nor.    July  I,   1953 

C  1A9 ,  ft 

m   ras  c  . ..   e. 

Chapter  3L2f  of  the     snerel  s  is  here;:  by  .ing 

out   section  36I  ,  by  section  h,  of  ter  $2J  of  the 

acts  ot  1956,  -or  tin.,  in  place  thereof  the  folio- 

se,        at   -   Section  36    .  a  director,  his   ant  ftt  or 

a  veterinarian  designate        y  the  director  shall  ma.        9  random 
selection  such  blood  test,    for  br       llosli         all  cattle  im- 
ported into   the  commonwealth  union  are  ever   six  months  ol    age 
and  unvacclnated  or  ov^r  thirty  months  of  age  1  aether  or  not 
officially  vaccinated,   as  will  effectively  c  >1  brucellosis. 


JB 
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Thcre  appears   to  be  a  certain  1  jf  uniformity  in   the  policies 

and  pr  urea  of  i  of  a  oltii  d   t,  in 

the  deter.  D  aico  In    .  nuir.  a- 

tion  of  a  far  mere   have  be  si 

►pore         j  and    b     rel  logs 

find  t    ■  be- 

UM    b         ■-■■         I         •  filth  hi  .  .  -   exists  in  the 

oral 
The  MM  ottc  eau 

^nor  the  right   uj   i  before  strict  court 

in         oh  the  f         ~s  located  under  cc:  ..its.   Ihe 

new  legislation  v.  sus  the  operatic  ie  m  go   ^batesient 

until   the  appeal,   if  :         J,   1  .  ■  fia  •  .n 

de  by  i  art, 

OP  a  3 

Chapter  111  of  th         neral  is  ■     by  inserting 

after   section  125  tho  foil  nj-     oc  .  :    .  ,    in 

\t    trie  boar-.  ,    aft  operation   thereof 

constitute;  abate  or 

cause  to   be  a  said  nuisance  under  ;-ectiun.         i  hundred   ex 

twer:ty-tw;,    one  hundred   and   twenty-t  :ro  .ne  h  twenty- 

fivo  shall,  i.    .  any  ms   thereof  to   the  contrary, 

ject   to  the  provisi ttta  of  this   section. 
In  the   Cc.       oi    any  -  null  Ltten  notice  of  an  order  to 

abate  she  sar.e  wi ;  :  affcsr  reeei  notiee    i  ell 

first  \        lven  .  .    pur  -  Section  and   fcventy-four» 

If  no  petition  provided,   or  upon 

fina.    order  of   the   C         i,    s.  -  ..  ed 

in  said  so^         m  one  d  air  »  *o,  one        ,dred  an/5  t-i      .  r* 

ree  and  one  hundred  m  ■'    *went         vo,  or  in  I  of  the  court* 

If   the  own-  tor  of   sai  within  said   ten   5l  LI 

stition  fc  -eviev;  &t   e   ..  .     .     .  strict  court  for 

.;t  in  whi  ttion  el    sa-  r 

sh:  ided|  iin  .-rder  e     She  court*  □   thft  filing 

;.         &  the  court   .  r»eof   to  said  board, 

shall  nee  ent  c  in*  the  facte,  i  an 

the  .  ned  review  said  orr        snd  affirm,    annul, alter 

or  oice  may  I         ire.  rtie  all  have 

the  3&L.G   right 3  <*£   .       m  law  S  ivil 

ca^oc  in   the  distrifct  court.. 
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STATI  RECLAMATION  BOARD 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

FISCAL  1958 

The  State  Reclamation  Board  succeeded  the  original  State 
Drainage  Board  approximately  thirty  years  ago,  and  began 
operation  under  the  newly  adopted  Chapter  2$2   of  the  General 
Laws.   Although  the  initial  duties  of  the  Board  were  three- 
fold]  (1)  to  improve  agricultural  lands,  (2)  to  create  In- 
dustrial sites  and  (3)  to  protect  the  health  of  the  citizenry 
through  drainage  of  wet  lands  —  more  recent  activities  have 
been  confined,  almost  entirely,  to  the  control  of  nuisance 
pests,  particularly  mosquitoes,  £ reenhead  flies,  and  midges. 

This  redirection  of  effort  began  with  the  enactment  of 
the  State  Fosquito  Law,  i.e.,  Chapter  288  of  the  Acts  of  1929. 

uring  the  ensuing  years  mosquito  control  has  become  the 
dominant  function  of  the  Board.   The  first  permanent  mosquito 
control  project  was  organized  on  c-pe  Cod  as  authorized  by 
Chapter  379  of  the  Acts  of  1930.   This  was  followed  by  a 
v  o  1  un  t  a  r y  project  e  oiapr  i  S  tng  t  he  t  own  s  o  f  C  amb  ridge,  Be  Irao  n  t , 
and  Watertowa  as  provided  for  in  Chapter  Z$2   of  the  General 
Laws.   More  extensive  mosquito  control  operation,  involving 
mosquito  control  ditching  of  practically  all  salt  marsh, 
occurred  as  the  result  of  the  enactment  of  special  unemploy- 
ment emergency  legislation,  i.e.,  Chapter  112  of  the  Acts  of 
1931.   Drainage  for  control  of  mosquitoes  was  then  extended 
to  fresh  water  areas,  much  of  this  work  being  financed  by 
Federal  unemployment  relief  funds. 


'■? . 
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The  next  irajor  impetus,  affecting  mosquito  control  ac- 
tivities, occurred  after  the  termination  of  World  War  II  when 
the  public  became  conscious  of  the  relationship  between  the 
mosquito  and  the   insemination  of  the  causative  organisms 
responsible  for  such  dread  diseases  as  malaria  and  encephalitis. 
This  health  aspect  wis  further  amplified  by  a  widespread  inter- 
est in  the  utilization  of  our  natural  outdoor  recreational 
facilities,  and  the  elimination  of  nuisance  pests  in  these  areas 
as  a  matter  of  comfort.    c  a  result  of  this  combination,  demands 
for  mosquito  control  became  prevalent  throughout  the  State,  and 
these  demands  gradually  materialized  in  a  variety  of  projects; 
ranging  from  individual  town  projects  authorized  by  the  regular 
provisions  contained  in  Chapter  2^2  of  the  General  Lai-»rs,  to 
County  projects  which  required  special  mosquito  control  legis- 
lation.  For  example:   In  19i|5  trie  Berkshire  County  hosquito 
Control  Project  was  authorized  by  special  legislation  while 
the  East  Middlesex  Mosquito  Control  Project  —  a  voluntary 
group  —  was  established  under  the  regular  provisions  of 
Chapter  2^2    of  the  General  Laws;  in  191+6  the  Nantucket  riosquito 
Control  project  —  a  town  agency  —was  reorganized  and  re- 
vitalized; in  1953  several  municipalities  in  the  vicinity  of 

uincy  organized  the  South  Shore  Mosquito  Control  Project 
also  provided  for  by  Chapter  2$2    of  the  General  Laws;  and  again 
in  195^  two  counties,  namely,  Norfolk  and  Bristol  acquired 
county-wide  projects  by  means  of  the  usual  special  legislation; 
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and  finally,  in  1957  the  Plymouth  and  Dukes  County  projects 
were  established  under  similar  authority. 

After  the  seacoast  recreational  areas  had  been  afforded 
reasonable  relief  from  the  mosquito  nuisance,  it  became 
evident  that  there  still  remained  a  second  pest  which  tended 
to  render  the  beaches  almost  unusable .   .As  a  result  of  this 
observation,  the  General  Court,  in  19h6,  enacted  a  resolve 
i re c ting  an  investigation  and  study  of  the  greenhead  fly 
nuisance  by  a  joint  Board  consisting  of  members  from  the 
State  Department  of  public  wealth  and  the  State  Reclamation 
Board.   Upon  completion  of  this  assignment  in  191}.  8  and  the 
formulation  of  an  effective  control  method,  the  G-eneral  Court 
enacted  further  legislation  authorizing  trie  establishment  of 
greenhead  fly  control  projects.   In  1955  the  original  greenhead 
fly  control  act  was  amended  to  provide  greenhead  fly  control 
districts,  one -third  of  the  annual  cost  of  which  was  to  be 
borne  by  the  Commonwe al th .   ;t  the  moment,  there  are  five 
individual  greenhead  fly  control  projects  on  the  South  Shore 
which  receive  no  State  assistance  and  two  greenhead  fly  control 
districts  —  one  on  the  North  shore  consisting  of  seven  munici- 
palities, and  one  on  Cape  Cod  involving  fifteen  towns  in 
Barnstable  County.   Both  of  the  latter  districts  receive 
financial  assistance  from  the  Commonwealth.   On  the  South 
Shore  the  five  participating  towns  spend  approximately  :f:6,000 
annually  for  control  of  the  greenhead  fly;  on  the  North  Shore 
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the  exist  in,-  District  spends  annually  a  maximum  of  '7*500; 
and  the  Cape  Cod  District  a  maximum  of  $12,000, 

Another  problem  closely  associated  with  mosquito  control 
is  the  elimination  of  midge  Infestations,  particularly  in 
brackish  ponds  located  adjacent  to  the  seacoast.   This  type 
of  nuisance  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Hoard  for  the 
past  decade.   During  this  period  the  problems  existed  at 
Musquashiat  Pond  in  North  Scituate  and  Straits  Pond  located 
in  the  towns  of  Hull  and  Oohasset.   Recent  legislation,  i.e., 
C  apter  557  of  the  Acts  of  1955  provided  for  nuisance  pest 
control  in  the  vicinity  of  Straits  Pond.   However,  the  follow- 
ing year  this  legislation  was  amended  by  Chapter  327  of  the 
Acts  of  1956  in  order  to  include  in  the  treatment  the  control 
of  noxious  vegetation  and  animal  life  in  addition  to  the 
original  purpose.    s  a  result  of  this  extension  of  authority, 
in  the  spring  of  195- >  between  May  17th  and  July  6th,  Straits 
Pond  was  treated  with  ij.000  gallons  of  sodium  arsenite  at  the 
rate  of  ten  parts  arsenite  per  one  million  parts  water  for 
control  of  Ruppia  sp.,  a  noxious  aquatic  weed  which  accumulates 
in  windrows,  usually  on  the  windward  side  of  the  pond,  and 
during  the  disintegration  process  produces  a  nearer  unbearable 
odor.   Although  the  weed  control  treatment  was  reasonably 
successful  during  the  1958  growing  season,  the  Board  is  not 
prepared  —  at  the  moment  —  to  state  definitely  whether  or 
not  a  repetition  of  this  treatment  will  be  necessary  during 
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the  195>9  growing  season. 

Because  of  the  increased  interest  by  the  public  in  aerial 
spraying  and  what  has  been  considered,  as  excessive  applications 
of  poisonous  insecticides  over  private  property,  those  State 
agencies  involved  in  this  type  of  operation  have  proceeded  to 
take  some  definite  action  to  allay  these  public  fears.   The 
initial  step  in  the  attack  on  this  problem  materialized  in 
the  form  of  a  Steering  Committee  composed  of  representatives 
from  the  Department  of  -latural  Resources,  the  Department  of 
Public  Health,  the  State  'oclamation  Board  and  the  University 
of  Massachusetts.   This  Committee  arranged  for  a  public  meeting 
to  be  held  at  the  Boston  Museum  of  Science  to  hear  complaints 
and  to  receive  suggestions  for  a  more  adequate  control  of  spray 
applications  in  the  future.   Probably  the  most  constructive 
idea  emanating  from  the  general  consideration  of  this  problem 
is  the  suggestion  that  a  clearing  house  be  established  to  co- 
ordinate all  spraying  operations  conducted  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  in  order  to  prevent  duplication.   It  is  anticipated, 
also,  that  in  the  near  future  some  sort  of  legislation  will  be 
enacted  to  implement  the  suggested  control  of  aerial  spraying. 

The  rapid  development  of  recreational  areas,  here  in 
Massachusetts,  tends  to  amplify  the  necessity  for  reasonable 
control  of  nuisance  pests,  particularly  those  directly  affecting 
man's  health  and  comfort.   Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board 
is  faced  with  an  ever  increasing  demand  for  supervisory  services, 
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especially  from  communities    interested   in  attract  in      summer 
visitors.      If  future   development  of   natural   recreational 
facilities    in   the   Commonwealth   is   desirable,    then   additional 
personnel   In   the   State    Reclamation  Board   staff   is   imperative. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Bertram  I.    Gerr^ 
hxecutive   Secretary 


EIG:MOP 
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THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS     N\  \l  \ 
DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE         )  Q  I*  I 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  128  of  the  General 
Laws,  I  am  filing  herewith  the  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  period  from  July  1,  I960  to  June  30,  1961. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture 


DEPARTMENT  ORGANIZATION 


Board  of  Agriculture 
George  Treadwell,  Spencer 
Ferris  C.  Waite,  Plymouth 
Kendall  Crocker,  Ashby 
Vincent  J.   Riley,  Somerset 

Myron  A.  Maiewski,  Whately 
John  Pena,  Falmouth 
Howard  H.  Murphy,  Walpole 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture 

Ass't  Commfr  of  Agriculture 

Division  Directors 

Dairying  &  Animal  Husbandry 

Livestock  Disease  Control 

Markets 

Plant  Pest  Control  &  Fairs 

Poultry  &  Poultry  Products 

Staff  Offices 
Apiary  Inspection 


Bonding  &  Licensing  of  Milk 
Dealers  &  Poultry  Dealers 

Attorney 


Worcester 

County  - 

-  Term 

expires, 

July  ' 

61 

Plymouth 

it 

»f 

it 

July  ' 

62 

Middlesex 

n 

n 

it 

July 

'63 

Bristol 

ti 

it 

ti 

July 

64 

Franklin 

it 

n 

tt 

July 

'65 

Barnstable 

!     ■ 

ti 

n 

July 

'66 

Norfolk 

n 

H 

n 

July 

'67 

Charles  H.  McNamara,  Stoughton 
Charles  F.  Shelnut,  Somerville 

J.  Peter  Griffin,  Boston 
Edward  M.  Dwyer,  Weymouth 
Louis  A.  Webster,  Stoneham 
Daniel  Reidy,  Weymouth 
Pierre  C.  Boucher,  Worcester 

Milo  R.  Bacon,  Norwood 

Chief  Apiary  Inspector 

James  H.  Collins,  Brookline 

Senior  Bonding  Investigator 

John  J.  McColgan,  Boston 


State  Reclamation  Board: 

Edward  Wright,  Dedham  -  Chairman 

John  J.  McColgan,  Department  of  Agriculture 

Harold  D.  Rose,  Department  of  Public  Health 

Bertram  I.  Gerry,  Wellesley  -  Executive  Sec'y  of  the  Board 
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<+n*+   Soil  Conservation  Committee* 

Charles  K.  McNamara,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  (Chairman)  ex  officio 

Pred  P.  Jeffrey,  Director  of  Agr*l  Experiment  Station  ■     " 
Dr,   Lloyd  H .  Davis,  Associate  Director  of  Extension  Service 

E,  Gerry  Mansfield,  Peabody  Term  expires,  June  »62 

Mrs,  J#  Kenneth  Sykes,  Walpole  R     fl  June  '63 

Henry  Renouf,  Belchertown  n  s  June  *64 


Howard  II,  Murphy  of  Walpole  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
by  Governor  Foster  Furcolo  on  October  27 ,  I960,  succeeding  Osborne  C,  West 
of  Hadley  whose  term  had  expired. 

The  tern  of  office  of  Charles  H.  McKaaara  as  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  having  expired  January  31,  1961,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  under 
date  of  February  10,  1961  submitted  three  names  as  candidates  for  this 
position  to  Hie  Excellency,  John  A.  Yolpe,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 
On  April  6,  1961  Charles  H#  HcKamara  was  reappointed  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  for  term  &xp±ring  January  31,  1965  • 

The  reports  of  Divisions  and  staff  offices  follow,  except  that  of 
the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control  which   has  been  filed  separately. 


ABflUAX.     OHT 
DXVI33     P  DAIRfINO  AND  AHIMAL  H'    BHUI 


July  1,  1960  to  Juno  30,  1961 
J.  Peter  Jrlffin,  Director 

The  picture  In  the  New  En -land  milk  shed,  which  sup  lies  the  Mass- 
achusetts in* Ik  markets,  Is  constantly  changing.   Each  year  there  are 
less  producers  making  more  milk  and  less  Massachusetts  dealers  selling 
more  milk. 

There  are  less  manufacturing  plants  in  the  c  untry  area  that  former- 
ly handled  the  tnrplttl  milk  by  converting  it  Into  butter,  cheese  and 
powdered  milk.   Those  manufacturing  plants  that  hav*  remained  are  doing 
a  much  greater  volume  of  business  than  was  ever  dreamed  of  a  few  years 
ago.   In  addition,  we  have  a  few  large  new  manufacturing  plants  recent- 
ly constructed  in  Massachusetts  close  to  the  markets*   These  plants  are 
performing  the  functions  thst  the  small  ones  up  country  used  to  do, 
namely  the  powdering  of  surplus  milk* 

Most  of  the  milk  from  the  farms  is  ^eing  handled  by  bulk  tanks  and 
many  of  the  companies  that  are  still  handling  cans  have  set  specific 
dates  in  the  next  fiscal  year  to  eliminate  cans  and  gt  100'  Hulk. 

There  is  no  doubt  thst  bulk  tanks  have  cut  down  our  problems  on 
proper  cooling*   Our  regulations  on  can  milk  call  for  a  cooling  down  to 
50  p.  within  two  hours  of  milking,  and  if  the  morning's  milk  is  not  cooled 
It  must  be  delivered  into  the  creamery  by  9:00  A.M.   3ulk  tanks  cool  the 
milk  down  to  \±0°- -\   within  one  hour  of  milking.   Bacteria  usually  does  not 
start  to  grow  rapidly  until  two  hours  after  milking.   The  quick  cooling 
on  the  farm  by  the  bulk  tank  tends  to  beat  the  growth  of  bacteria  to  the 
punch. 

However,  bulk  tanks  do  not  eliminate  all  our  problems.   Our  inspectors 
someti-es  spend  considerable  time  with  producers  carrying  out  the  policy 
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of  this  Department    In  that   our   inspection  program   la   an  educational   one 

i 
as  well  as  a  regulatory  on*.      Bui'*  tanks,    for  some  farmers,    are  an  en- 
tirely new   idea   and   proper  care   of  them   is  neessary  to  safeguard   the 
quality  of   the  milk.      Cur  men  help  out  by   suggesting   the   proper  location, 
t,pe  of  construction   and  ec'iprent  needed   in  a  milk  room   that  is  to  house 
the  bulk  tank.       "ot  water,    proper  rinsing,  cleaning,   and  sterilising  of 
the  bulk  tank,    as  well  as  milking  equipment,    is  essential   to  good,   clean 
milk. 

In  addition,   rrony  farms  have  installed  pipe   line  milkers  which  con- 
vey the  milk  from  tha  milking  ~aehine   to  the  bulk  tank.      Proper  construc- 
tion and  maintenance  of  this   ec    ip  ent   is  also  essential  to   -ood,   clean 
milk.     All   of  this  new  equip^nt  adds   to   the   job  of  properly  inspecting 
eseb  deiry  farm.      Although   the  number  of  fajtas  has  decreased,    the   job  of 
inspecting  each   individual   farm   la  rrest«?r. 

As   the  bulk   tank  coolers   increase,    so  also  does   our   job   of   inspecting 
the  bulk   tank  pick  up  trucks  and   th©   *over  the   rosdp   tank  trucks.      This   is 
getting  to  be  more  of  a  probl*^   in   keeping  track  of  all   these   trucks.      It 
has  been   suggested    thst  meyhe  rules  and  regulations   should  be  passed    to 
have  these   tanks  coded  or  registered   so   that  we  could   tell  when   anc:   how 
long  ago  we  had  inspected  e,aeh   tank. 

We  encourage   our  inspectors    to   join   and  attend  meeting*    of  the   vari- 
ous sanitarians1    associations   in   order   to   fc»«p   £■  breast  of  any  new  develop- 
ments in  the  dairy  industry   and   inspection  work  in  general.      The  Dairy 
-cience  Department   at  the  University    of  Massachusetts  Vibs  been  most  help- 
ful in  organizing  programs   for  our  ?nen   on   subjects   of  sanitation  and   farm 
v«t*r  supplies. 

We  have   issued   a?- roxi^stely  $0   pasteurisation  plant   permits    this 
ystr  to   plants   Iocs. ted    outside    the   Commonwealth  V  at   ship   pasteurized, 
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ipackaged  milk  Into  the  State*  Host  of  their,  are  using  the  high-tempera- 
ture, short  time  pasteurization  equipment  which,  for  our  Ben,  Involves 
the  timing  of  the  pump  and  checking  to  see  that  the  flow  diversion  valve 
operates  properly  and  finally  sealing  the  equipment. 

Interest  In  the  Massachusetts    Ue  Flavor  Program  has  increased  this 
year  under  the  able  direction  of  John  Fitzgerald.   The  flavor  ,rr> ram  is 
financed  hj   matching  funds  from  state  and  federal  sources.   These  match- 
ing funds  should  bo  increased,  due  to  the  expansion  of  the     ram, 
We  have  one  Ran  helping  John  Fitzgerald  in  the  milk  flavor  f.c  -oris  because 

this  work  has  increased  so  s.uch  In  the     ©• 

We  sent  two  mnn   to  the  "  .  .  »A«  butter  grading  school  In  Hew  iork  City 
this  year  for  a  weok*   be|*  successfully  completed  the  course  and  have  re- 
ceive   sir  certificate  froB  the   »§*!  .  *•    lis  new  five*  us  e  total  of 
four  men  who  can  do  this  work  &ne   this  as  keg  our  work  schedule  rsore  flex- 
ible. 

Sampling  of  sowdered  milk  for  the  u.  .  .A.  picked  up  this  year  as 
compared  to  last,  and  of  course  our  income  frvm   the  0*8 «J  .A.  increased  a 
little  also.   It  is  expected  that  this  work  will  pick  up  considerably  In 
the  next  year  when  the  .ommoditv  8*e  iit  Corporation  starts  buying  more  of 
this  powdered  milk. 

Mastitis  samples  collected  ran  about  the  same  this  year  as  they  aid 
last.  Two  men  are  engaged  ill  time  In  collecting  these  sample  a  and  de- 
livering t!  em  to  the  la t  oratory  at  Amherst. 
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DIVISIOH »S  ANl  I  •  L  AR  -JUNE  30,1961 

DAIRY xWKW^Tmr    m£M&   IMPORT  FOR  ffifflg  OF  J.iL£  lf  i960   Wgk 

FARMS 
Farms  inspectedio,3oo    ADproved  XU<  324   Not  Approved    2tlM+2 


reinsrected  2,1+69     "      2,100     "     n         369 


Hearings  requested  22    Farms  suspended  7Q   Reinstated     33 


Other  visits:   Farms  2,353   Dealers   2,3'j.2  Inspectors     6^3 


Complaints  investigated  95    Days  ether  work  l+f?2|f   Office   76 

PLANTS 
Plants  inspected  167   Approved  166   Not  Approved  21   Spot  checked  10^ 
Temoerature  tests^"*^  '  Sediment  tests  ^'^'      Bacteria  tests 


Cans  milk  graded*^™  Rejeoted  6*0_  Mill^Cans^.l^^^    7k2 


Tank  trucks  checked  760  Violations  69   Other  trucks* Violations  }** 

R.  R.  tank  cars  checked   72       Violations     5 


MASTITIS 


12,773   «,_-,_  _-,-v_^  k**M 


Herds  sampled  3P'£    Cows  sampled  t~*  '  jjj   Samples  collected 

U.S.D.A.  GRADING 
Days  sampling  milk  powder  X  7J"   Grading  butter  66    Grading  cheese_ 

OTHER  WORK 
Details  of  any  other  assignments. 

Fe*5  rpceivpc:  for  tf.S*!  .••  grading  of  dairy  products    ,U2>.£0 


ADM IN I S TRA T I VE  (Do  not  use  this  space) 
Hearings  held  *U   Meetings  attended  ]4^i     Work  with  inspectors    ^ 


Days  at  office*^   *  In  field Complaints  investigated 


Mileage     373,072  m 
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Louis  A.  Webster f  Director 

Annual  Report 

(July  1,  I960  -  June  To,  1961) 

The  Division  of  Markets  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture 
encompasses  a  very  diversified  variety  of  services*   This  includes  all 
fruit  and  vegetable  inspection  for  United  States  grade  and  condition  cer- 
tificate at  shipping  points;  correct  branding  of  apples  and  potatoes 
through  all  channels  of  trade,  including  retail  counters  and  all  adver- 
tising) blueberry  inspection  for  purity j  seed  inspection;  wholesale  price 
reporting  in  three  city  markets;  and  retail  price  reporting  of  the  greater 
Boston  area.   Last,  but  a  very  important  function  of  this  Division  is  all 
the  publicity  through  radio,  TV,  press  releases,  and  promotional  meetings, 
including  luncheons  for  the  better  aid  to  marketing  of  nearby  fruits  and 
vegetables.   This  is  carried  out  by  the  Director  of  the  Division.   Being 
responsible  for  so  many  varied  services,  and  with  inspectors  qualified  in 
several  fields  of  inspection,  enables  us  to  keep  our  personnel  well 
occupied  throughout  the  entire  year  and  makes  for  efficiency. 

Let  us  now  go  into  more  detail  regarding  our  many  services  and  take 

up,  first,  our  fruit  and  vegetable  shipping-point  inspection  service.  This 

service  is  very  popular  and  is  available  to  any  financially  interested 

party  who  wishes  a  federal-state  certificate  of  inspection,  which  is  a 

requirement  for  all  export  and  government  purchases.   This  inspection  is 

carried  out  by  our  state  inspectors  who  must  have  a  federal  license,  is 

under  the  supervision  of  the  Fresh  Products  Standardization  and  Inspection 

Branch  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  is  done  on  a 

fee  basis,  making  this  service  partially  self-supporting.   Another  duty 

of  these  inspectors  is  the  enforcement  of  the  apple  and  potato  branding 

laws,  which,  if  carried  out  properly,  would  require  several  additional 
inspectors . 
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During  the  summer  we  operate  a  small  laboratory  and  inspection  service 
in  the  Granville  area  of  Massachusetts.   This  is  for  the  inspection  of 
blueberries  for  purity  and  is  a  service  requested  by  the  local  growers,   It 
has  proved  very  beneficial* 

Beginning  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year,  we  start  on  the  official 
seed  inspection  by  drawing  official  samples  of  newly  shipped  seed  into 
Massachusetts  through  all  channels  of  trade.   In  fact,  we  sample  all  seed 
bought  by  Massachusetts  for  their  many  agencies  and  son®   city  purchases 
on  bids.  As  spring  approaches  and  seed  becomes  common  on  many  retail 
counters,  this  inspection  is  stepped  up  and  continued  until  June,  when  we 
hope  to  have  drawn  approximately  1,400  samples  representing  all  kinds  of 
seeds  from  all  sections  of  the  state.   Approximately  300  of  these  vegetable 
samples  and  350  flower  seed  samples  are  field  tested  for  trueness  to  type 
and  color  specifications.   To  begin  with,  our  seed  inspectors  check  all 
labeling  and  the  date  of  germination  test,  removing  from  sale  all  seed 
not  complying  with  these  qualifications.   This  inspection  is  only  on  a 
spot-check  basis  but  proves  a  good  deterrent.  Samples  drawn  are  immediate- 
ly  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Soed   Laboratory  at  Amherst  where  they  are 
tested  and  a  report  made  to  us.   Then  all  samples  showing  apparent  viola- 
tion of  the  Federal  Seed  Act  well  beyond  tolerance  are  forwarded  to  the 
Federal  Laboratory  at  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  for  check-testing  and 
possible  future  action.  Included  with  these  is  all  shipping  information 
regarding  method  of  transportation  and  data  pertinent  to  bring  violation 
under  that  law.  We  have  a  statc;:ient  in  our  law  which  states  that  the 
commissioner  shall  cooperate  with  the  United  States  Department  of 
^:riculture  in  seed  law  enforcement.  As  well  over  95*  of  seed  sold  in 
**««achusetts  is  shipped  into  Massachusetts,  this  coox>eration  with  the 
Jnited  States  of  Agriculture  has  proven  very  beneficial  in  putting  more 
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accurately  labeled  seed  on  both  the  wholesale  and  retail  markets.  The 
state  violations  are  handled  generally  by  notification,  or  a  hearing  is 
held  in  the  case  of  some  flagrant  violations. 

Lastly,  Morton  A,  Grossman,  doing  business  as  Crawford  Seed  Store 
and  Northern  Seed  Company,  East  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  on  September  6, 
I960,  in  United  States  district  Court,  was  assessed  a  judgement  in  the 
amount  of  $25.00  on  each  of  nine  counts,  making  a  total  of  $225.00,  plus 
$37*40  costs,  in  connection  with  alleged  violations  of  the  Federal  Seed 
Act.  This  was  a  result  of  our  cooperation  with  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  seed  law  enforcement  and  represented  seed  shipped 
to  Cape  Cod. 

Kow,  for  the  price  reporting  services  in  Boston*   Our  market  reporter 
covers  the  Faneuil  Hall  market  very  early  in  the  morning  at  the  height 
of  market  transactions,  collecting  the  day's  receipts,  prices  and  market 
trends  from  nearby  suppliers  and  commission  houses,  makes  direct  report 
from  market  by  tape  ovor   telephone  for  radio  and  television  transmission 
at  6:00  A.M.  as  well  as  calls  to  other  radio  stations  for  the  same  quick 
dissemination,   iiack  at  the  office  this  reporter  makes  calls  to  several 
chain  store  headquarters  to  round  out  the  lioston  market  information;  after 
which  he  exchanges  information  on  nearby  receipts  for  corresponding  infor- 
mation on  shipped-in  out-of-state  produce  with  the  Federal  Market  Kews 
Service.   This  friendly  cooperation  benefits  both  the  federal  report  on 
ahipped-in  produce  and  our  own  and  makes  for  efficiency.   Finally,  when 
all  statistics  are  collected,  a  daily  Boston  Wholesale  Market  Report 
ia  edited  and  mailed  to  a  large  subscription  list.   In  addition  to  prices 
and  trends,  this  report  carr^oo  each  week  a  summary  of  the  previous  week's 
receipts  and  comparison  with  corresponding  week  the  previous  year.   Also, 
from  time  to  time,  pertinent  shipping-point  information  of  crop  prospects 
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and  conditions,  mid-week  FOB  Massachusetts  farm  prices  during  height  of 
summer  marketing  as  trail  as  meeting  notices  are  also  included. 

We  also  have  a  wholesale  market  reporter  in  two  smaller  markets, 
Worcester  and  Springfield,   These  men  do  similar  work,  but  because  of  no 
federal  reporter  in  these  cities  to  quote  the  out-of-state  shipped- in  pro- 
duce, our  reporters  collect  and  report  both  of  these.   These  reports  are 
rften  called  for  by  shippers  or  transporting  rail  lines  and  are  used  as  a 
>asis  for  claims  in  damage  suits .  Hie  dissemination  of  both  these  reports 
is  principally  through  local  radio  and  small  mailing  list* 

In  the  Boston  Market  we  also  have  a  market  investigator  who  edits  the 
Special  Apple  Market  Report,  giving  the  complete  apple  marketing  picture  for 
ill  New  England  as  well  as  Massachusetts*  This  report  is  issued  from  the 
aiddle  of  August  until  the  completion  of  the  controlled  atmosphere  marketing 
In  June  -  twice  a  week  during  the  fall  heavy  marketing  season  when  prices 
ire  subject  to  more  fluctuation  and  once  a  week  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
Included  in  this  are  the  following  features:  wholesale  prices  at  Faneuil  Hall 
oarket;  mid-week  FOB  prices  at  Massachusetts  country  shipping  points; 
shipped- in  prices  for  out-of-state  apples  at  Boston;  Massachusetts  and  New 
fork  storage  holdings  by  varieties,  both  standard  and  controlled  atmosphere 
storage  holdings,  with  emphasis  on  Mcintosh,  twice  a  month;  storage  holdings 
tor  the  other  New  England  states  and  United  States  as  of  the  first  of  each 
aonth;  and,  lastly,  outside  city  and  shipping-point  prices  as  well  as  all 
)ther  notices  pertinent  to  the  apple  industry  whenever  space  permits.   This 
*pocial  report  is  mailed  to    a  subscription  list,  even  to  subscribers  on 
the  West  Coast,  and  it  has  been  called  the  best  and  most  complete  apple 
report  issued  in  the  East,   For  many,  it  acts  as  a  guide  to  the  better  mar- 
toting  of  the  apple  crop, 

A  retail  market  report  of  prices  covering  fruits,  vegetables,  fish, 
asat  and  dairy  products  collected  from  a  cross-section  of  markets  in  greater 
Boston,  with  comments  and  emphasis  being  placed  on  nearby  fruit  and  produce 
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and  best  buys  is  issued  each  Wednesday  by  a  retail  market  investigator.   This 
&s  mailed  without  charge  to  a  large  list  requesting  this  servide.   In  addition, 
this  investigator  is  responsible  for  obtaining  and  furnishing  the  guest  of 
the  Department  on  Channel  5  TV  each  Friday,  1:00-1*30  P.M.  This  TV  spot  ±9 
furnished  without  charge  to  the  Department  as  a  public  service  and  is  used 
to  promote  all  phases  of  agriculture*   After  the  discontinuance  of  the  free 
radio  spot  each  week  for  guests  by  WHDH,  some  one-minute  spots  were  furnished 
each  week  to  be  used  by  the  Station. 

During  the  principal  marketing  season  for  potatoes  in  the  Massachusetts 
Connecticut  Valley,  one  of  our  market  investigators  based  in  the  Connecticut 
Valley  collects  the  FOB  prices  daily  and  then  telegraphs  them  to  the  federal 
office  in  Boston  where  they  are  put  on  tlie  teletype  system  covering  the 
United  States.  This  service  was  requested  by  the  growers  and  packers. 

One  of  our  secretaries  has  the  responsibility  of  clearance  of  all  press 
releases  originating  in  all  Divisions  and  also  issues  a  monthly  crop  estimate 
t>n  apples,  potatoes,  onions  and  cranberries  received  by  teletype  from 
*ashin#ton  through  the  Boston  office.  This  release  is  mailed  to  a  list 
requesting  this  service. 

Always  interested  in  improvement  of  services  to  agriculture,  the 
Hvision  of  Markets  considers  the  following  additions  worthy  of  mention: 

To  start  the  new  fiscal  year  right,  we  put  into  effect  as  of  July  1, 
I960  a  new,  more  realistic  schedule  of  inspection  fees.   Our  inspection  fees 
aad  not  been  changed  for  years,  and  so,  after  comparison  with  those  of  the 
rther  New  England  states,  Hew  Tork  and  Hew  Jersey,  we  increased  ours  slightly, 
bringing  them  closer  to  the  average  of  the  other  states.  We  also  increased 
tees  for  inspections  started  before  8:00  A.M.  or  after  6:00  P.M.  for  all 
Inspections  made  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  also  raised  the  minimum  hourly 
fate. 
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After  a  public  hearing  held  in  August ,  i960  at  Amherst  with  the  meed 
tirade,   germination  standards  for  both  flower ,  herb  and  tree  and  shrub  meed& 
nere  established  as  of  September,  I960;  also,  other  strengthened  regulations 
under  the  Massachusetts  &eed   law  were  enacted* 

With  the  start  of  the  apple  harvesting  season,  we  registered  and  allotted 
numbers  to  ail  our  Massachusetts  controlled  atmosphere  storages  for  identi- 
fication of  CA  fruit  as  stipulated  in  the  Massachusetts  apple  law*  (As  most 
Massachusetts  storages  were  formerly  registered  with  the  Hew  York  Department 
of  Agriculture  before  our  law  was  put  on  the  books,  the  same  number  as 
assigned  by,  Hew  York  was  also  allotted  to  same  storage  for  simplification)* 
Kie  identification  for  Massachusetts  CA  storages  read  "Massachusetts  CA" 
followed  by  number  allotted* 

Next,  two  of  our  inspectors  check-tested  these  CA  rooms  once  a  month 
for  air  constituents*  this  service  not  only  gave  us  a  record  of  operation 
it  these  rooms  to  see  that  they  complied  with  law  requirements  but  helped 
>wners  to  be  sure  that  their  daily  checks  required  were  accurate.  As  a 
result  of  our  check-testing  and  the  daily  records  kept  by  the  storage 
operators,  wo  were  able  after  90  days  to  certify  list  of  storages  with  iden- 
tifying numbers,  holding  apples  qualified  to  he  sold  as  CA  apples*  Notwith- 
standing last  year's  comparatively  small  apple  crop  and  reasonably  high  prices, 
ipproximately  10,000  boxes  were  inspected,  certified  and  shipped  by  trailer 
Jo  the  Los  Angeles,  California,  market*  These  first  Hew  England  Mcintosh  in 
»any  years  to  be  allowed  in  California  received  a  very  enthusiastic  recep- 
tion, sold  well,  and  were  well  liked* 

Althou^i  this  Division  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  new  legislation 
luring  this  fiscal  year,  the  Legislature  passed  the  following  law  for  us  to 
rtsiniater  regarding  tlie  use  of  the  word  'native"  in  connection  with  the 
•ale  or  advertising  of  vegetables*   No  person  shall  sell,  or   offer  to  sell, 
>«*  pack  for  sale  or  distribution  in  the  Commonwealth  vegetables  in  a  con- 
tainer bearing  the  label  or  designation  ■  native*  unless  the  name  of  the  state 
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in  which  such  vegetables  were  grown  appears  lamed lately  after  the  word 
^native'."  This  law  went  into  effect  May  17,  1961,  our  inspectors  were 
notified  and  it  was  added  to  their  other  branding  inspection  work* 

Finally,  in  addition  to  all  the  detailed  aforementioned  services  to 
agriculture,  we  wish  to  emphasize  that  our  inspectors,  through  the  shipping- 
point  inspection  service  carried  out  on  a  fee  basis,  reimburse  the  State 
Treasury  each  year,  making  our  services  partially  self-supporting,  The 
amount  of  this  service  is  strictly  problematical  and  cannot  be  estimated, 
as  it  depends  upon  many  variable  factors  ,  such  as,  size  of  crop,  export 
demand,  possible  government  purchase ,  CA  certification  for  shipment  to 
California,  and  other  causes  for  requested  inspection  for  certificate*   The 
following  figures  show  the  fruit  and  vegetable  inspection  fee  billings  for 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1961  and  comparison  with  corresponding  previous 


year. 


Apples * * 

Blueberries  (269  certificates)  — — 

Cftobase**'— —•— ~~— — _.«— . — —~__ «.— ~  w —————— .-»—-• -«• 

Ci*anberries~~~*",***'~*"~'—~~  **'""**  ****•""—"*'*"  *"""***— "*—"** 
Cucumbe  rs  —  — — ~ — —  ~*  •*■«»•— — — — —* — -*  «■«•»»»«•  ■*- — ««•**■«•  —>  -» — 

Lettuce  (vacuum  packed) ■*•* — — 

Onions—*""——" •*-■—  *~  <*•—-* «*-«►*-  .»,»—».«*.»— _«»^._— «.«— — — — . 

I  ot  at  ogs  ••--———•-—  — — — «»»M.«.««»*M.«i«i  _„_.».-..» ——•»». 
T  omatoes— — —  *■* —  —-«»--<-■— ■--—•■»— — — -.—-»— — . — •»  ~ — — 

Total  Billings 
Reimbursement  for  Inspection 
Service  from  federal  govern- 
ment 

Grand  Total 


Season  1959-60 

$2,302.40 

1,091.20 

19.01 

10,00 

7.88 

506.22 

12,00 

00.00 

6,345.67 

00.00 

10,294.33 


-. 3 » 339,9,4 

$13,624.32 


Season  1960-61 
$1,200.21 
(186)    753.49 

00.00 

76.55 
00,00 
00,00 
19.00 
00.00 
6,289.28 
00,0,0 
$8,338.53 


0x336,6! 
¥97735.14 
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Annual  Report  July  lf  1960  to  June  30,  1! 


Plant  Pest  Control  Section 
Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control  and  Fairs 
Massachusetts  Deportsent  of  Agriculture 


P.  C,  Kuzmiski,  Ass     t 

Plant  Pest  Control 


; .  ----- 
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The  Plant  Pest    <   ontrol  program  in  the   Kassachusetts  Department 

of  Agricultu*  is   designed  to  prevent   the  introd»tion  and  possible  spread 

of  daaaydy  insects  and  plant   disease  organisms  within  th     Commonwealth. 

Under  the   program,   the  folio  ;iiu   activities  are  undertaken;   namely,    (1) 

the  inspection  of  the   plant  stock  growing  in  nursery  establishments  and 

the  certification  of   such  stock  as  to  apparent  freedom  fro®  plant  pests; 

(2)  the  issuance  of  itirnery  agents'   licenses  permitting  sales  in  Massachu- 
setts of  nvu  M)   stock  from  certified  nurseries   in   the  United   states; 

(3)  the  certification  of  plant   shipments  TO  other  states  and  to   foreign 
countries;    (4)  the  Inspection  of   plant  stock  states;    (5)   the 
nromlrratlon  and  enforcement  of  plant  quarantines;    (6)  collaboration  with 
the  United   States  Department  of    \  riculture  in  connection  with  the  enforce- 
ment of  federal  plant  quarantines;    (7)  field  surveys  to  determine  the  ex- 
tent or  status  of  plant  pest   infestations;    (a)  the  abatement  of   public 
nuisances  represented  hy  the  actual  presence  of  menacing  plmt  p  and 
(9)  public  reations  activities.     These  various   phases  of   the   program  are 

'overned  by  state  law  in  Sections  1.  -      i  inclusive,  Chanter  128  G.L.^ass. 

ercentenary  i dition  as  amende    . 


The  program  is  directed  by  an  Assistant    director  of  Plant   Pest 
Jntrol;    ..     upervising  Nursery   Inspector;   one  permanent  Plant   P<  up- 

ressor;  and  during  the  approximate  period  from  July  1  to  September  lf», 
Ight  temporary   Plant   Pest  ressors  nftd  one   temporary  Plant   P  est  -* 

"•essor  Foreman, 

No  changes   in  permanent  personnel  occurred  durins?  the  fiscal  year* 
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The  inspection  of   the  stock  in  plant-growing  establishments  i 

ht  Ca—omiroalth,  to  insure  salable  stock  apparently  free  frog  dangerous 

asset  pests  and  plant  disease  organisms ,  was  completed  on  September  2. 

ertlf icatss  permitting  sales  wore  issued  to  456  establish*  classified 

I  s  follows  8 

Kue&er  of  Approximate 

Type  of  Plant  Steele  Be tablis Stents  Acreage 

eneral  (Deciduous ,  *Vergreen, Perennial)  882                                        2,376 

crry  (blueberry,  Raspberry ,  Strawberry) 

aalia  and  Gladiolus  12                           i§mf           52 

rtonhouBO  SO                                            - 

ate  Totals  2,512 

Subsequent  to  September  2  and  up  te  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
SO,  1061,  ten  additional  new  nurseries  were  certified.     All  of 
bene  were  saall  in  area  and  ernes  grown  general  stock  on  a  total  of  about 
ive  acres* 

Our  nursery  inspection  records  indicated  a  varying  degree  of  in- 
estatlon  by  the  Japanese  beetle,  largely  light  or  medium,  but  quite  a 
■fcer  of  instances  with  heavy  populations.     Aphlds  were  rather  conaon, 
articularly  attacking  flowering  crabapple  stock.     The  birch  leaf  minor 
m  fairly  prevalent,  while  the  locust  gall  midge  was  reported  in  rather 
moral  distribution.      Red  spider,  downy  ailaew,  apple  scab,  holly  leaf 
liher,  willow  leaf  beetles  and  lace  wing   on  Rhododendron  were  reported 
'uita  frequently.     Oaring  the  -Hfrpeetioir  season  v         *T  •••  #e*g  ete»i 
ere  found  in  certain  buildings  in  nurseries  in     orthboro  and  lepkinton 
■*  •»  nursery  stock  in  nurseries  in    (errinac  and  la verb  ill,  but  none 
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In  accordance  with  the  law  the  Division  issued  197  licensee  to 
persons  engaged  in  tit©  sale  of  nursery  sioe'f  In  Massachusetts*     Applicants 
^  are  required  ta  stata  the  source  of  sunply  of  stock  they  wish  to  sell. 
The  sources  can  be  checked  to  foe  certain  that  the  stock  has  been  certified 
by  the  author! t         in  the  state  of  origin  as  apparently  free  from  insects 
and  plant  disease  organisms, 

CERT  ••-■•?'-.■  ■-'  ■  t  ■     f  i    iHi    M  "      '<   '    "  * 

the  Assistant  Director  is  the  officer  recognised  by  other  states 
and  foreign  countries  for  the  certification  of  seeds  and  plant  stock  leav- 
ing Massachusetts, 

The  following  table  summarises  the  forty  ens  shipments  of  stock 
certified  for  consignment  to  foreign  countries  during  the  fiscal  years 

luaber  ot  Shipments  by  Typo  of 
Country  of      Carnation  Sssms  4ceds 

afton     Cuttings     Orchids       Forest  tree         roaeTa&e       jugg      mgiscl. 


1 

Canada  g  13 

Chile  1 


I  Czechoslovakia 


1 


4 

England  1 

Ethiopia 
Prance         1 


mass 

asaii  4 

lolland  4 

*b|m  1 

Imxico  4  w, 

ew  Zealand  2 

est  land 

rinidad                                   1 
irgin  Isles        _  J  

Total  sl7  3  18 

*  Includes  Iris,   .'-art  land  ia  and 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  41  shipments  consigned  to 

reign  countries,  17  shipments  consisted  of  rooted  or  unrooted  carnation 
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callings*  flila  is  again  indicative  n'  the  volume  of  business  carried  on 
by  Massachusetts  carnation  growers  with  foreign  concerns. 

Bach  shipment  to  a  foreign  country  is    apanied  by  a  phy to- 
sanitary  certificate  giving  complete  information  as  to  consignor,  desert 
tiea  or  packages,  ocans  of  t  raaspor  tat  i ..-..,  quantity  and  botanical  name 
stock  and  certification  as  to  substantial  freedom  from  dangerous  plant 
pests,  including  any  special  additional  certification  relating  to  freedom 
frea  exposure  to  speeifiad  Jests  during  the  growing  season* 

In  addition  to  the  &hiixaent&  to  foreign  countries,  certifications 
to  comply  with  special  requirements  were  made  on  two  shipments  of  orchids 
California t  acorns  and  staple  seed  to    Ida,  and  house  plants  to  Pen* 
Ivania, 

nsnrrio        immm*  mmnms  op  mtssax  stock 


There  Is  previsien  in  the  Plant  Pest  iaw  (Section  20)  that  re* 
quires  transportation  companies  to  notify  the  Division  when  they  receive 
stock  consigned  to  points  $j&  Massachusetts*  The  addition    .-no  permanent 
Plant  Pest  Suppressor  to  our  staff  has  made  it  possible  for  us  to  make  the 
needed  inspections  as  required  In  this  phase  of  our  program*  The  fact  that 
violations  have  boon  seldom  reported  to  us  by  federal  transit  Inspectors 
indicates  that  stock  coming  in  it.    aaehusetts  is  properly  certified. 

—     ■  ■    ■ *a— a— n—i    «    mi  in    ■■  iiriia    ■■in         ■.,..,».«.■.,--»--  i  i  ii    ■   ■■  ■ i   ■       ii  ■  i  i   «  ■    ■ 

this  Oivision  collaborates  wit*  representatives  of  the  Plant 

Pest  Control  division  and  the        mt    -uarantine  Division  oi  the  Agricultur- 
al Research  Service  of  the  United  states  Department  of  Agriculture,   in 
the  enforeoment  of  federal  plant  quarantines* 

nder  the  Post-Entry  Provisions  of  the  Federal  Plant  quarantine 
*<>•  37,  persons  are  allowed  to  Import  certain  plants  under  a  special  permit 
provided  they  agree  in  writing  to  grew  the  plants  in  detenti         jt  two 
trmrine  seasons,     This  is  £<tr  the  purpose  of  detecting  any  disease  latent 
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at  the  time  of  importing  the  stock.     The  Division  assists  the  federal 
authorities  in  exaaiaing  such  stock  periodically*     during  the  fiscal  year* 
fifteen  nurseries  or         ividuals  imported  twenty-six  shipments  involving 
lf493  cuttings,  trees  or  shrubs.     The  stock  originated  in  the   following 
countries:    Italy,   Germany,  France,  Belgium,  Maderia  Island  (1),   * unada  ( 
Holland,    (9),   England   (8), 

he  stock  imported  included  specimens  of  Jasmine,  Juaiperus, 
Acer,  Hydrangea,  Berber  is,  Daphne,  Euonymous,  Quercus,  Aescuius,  kosa, 
Pyronia,   hibiscus,  Cydonia,    &thurium,  Ligustrum  and  Juglans* 

The  Government  maintains  a  sizeable  force  in  Massachusetts  en- 
gaged in  the  certification  of  plants  and  plant  products  and  other  articles, 
the  movement  of  which  is  restricted,  because  of  the  hazard  of  spread  of 
the  gypsy  moth  and  Japanese  beetle  to  other  points  in  the  United  States* 
taring  the  fiscal  year  we  have  been  able  to  employ  a  permanent  man  to  work 
*ith  the  federal  inspectors  as  a  collaborator  in  this  phase  of  the  work. 
This  certification  i«*ocedure  allows  the  Massachusetts  nursery  industry 
md  others  to  function  in  interstate  business* 

Under  Federal  Plant  Quarantine  Ho.  63  (white  pine  blister  rust), 
he  Division  issued  0S  permits  for  the  importation  of  134  currant  <m& 
47  gooseberry  plants  consigned  to  cities  and  towns  in  non-restricted 
reas  in  Massachusetts •     Permits  were  refused  in  thirty- three  instances, 
teams*  the  stock  was  consigned  to  control  area  townships  in  which  such 
Lasting  is  prohibited  by  regulation.     The  federal  agency  has  notified 
lis  j>ivismn  that  plans  are  contemplated  for  the   increasing  of  towns  and 
•Lties  to  the  restricted  planting  list  which  designates  the  prohibited 
I  anting  areas* 

A  survey  for  the  presence  of  the   gypsy  moth  on  lands  boarde 
arecries  was  mads  this  fiscal  year.       esults  of   the  survsy  oroved  that 
Us  Insect  las  not  established  itself  to  any  major  degree  in  the  proximity 
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of  any  aureery  in  MiwMhwtttSt     It  is  hoped  that  is  the  future  ~ith  ia- 


arss  ■•<*  fn»d&  available  surveys  may  t>e  made  In  eenmciloc  *ith  the  fcurot*- 
ean  corn  borer,  uol^an  aaaatode  to,     icfeweed,  and   the  Etu 
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i  vis  ion  receives  aaay  requests  throughout  the  year  for 
identification  and  control  of  insect*?  and  slant  61  souse  ormnitms,  ideal i- 


laai 


Iti 
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The  following  is  a  mxmmi 


.    .,.-    -j 


Jfo«  of  inquiries*  ify  telc-^ho«s9  44i?  3n, 

Inquiries  rein  ted   I  i  AM   mm  t  c  Srtrol 


n?  letter,  2~ 


Asparagus  beetle 

Aphlds 

Bark  beetles 

aed  bags 

leaf  ainar 
Carpentrr  ants 
Carpet  bee 
Clothes  as 
Clover  sites 
Coders  eft  m 

iekets 
Currant  *t 


Sift  loaf  beetle 
European  corn  borer 


o 


Fleas 


illepede* 


m 


■lane 


we  tie 


*  leaf 
Oak  twig 
Old  house  borer 


ver  fish 

rla?r  tails 
vruce  galls 


■s  jia 


Plae  b*~?    -  ■  id 
Powder  post  beetles 

~*i/ied  grain  beetles 


inqulri   -     >t  related  tn 


Riddance  of  aaiaal  nests 
platans 

lt**s  -  e  ire  of  -  brush 


sue 


.    .         •      ?.   -  ...        -..,._ 

nes  •  voodchuoks  -  squirrels  -  aice  - 

i     -  pollen  count  -  land  I    -     utch  elm 

spies  m  fertiliser  -  ground  « 
laasipiag  -  Source  pply  * 


flood  damage  -  cesspool* » 
Ceapost  satin*'  -  aulcaes 
r  see  of  Bay berry  •  salt  spray  da 
user  oca  culture  -  toadstools  • 
Christaad  tr 
active  plant s 

brasses  and  shrubs  native  t  area  -  nickin 

PtnJssions 


rtiurora  cultur 


v 


Ulflo  era, 


n\ 
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Insects s  .Uits,  ajihiiiS,  clothes  aoths,  carpet  beetles* 

HsDie  insects,  old  house  borer,  saw-toothed 

spring  tails,   willow  leaf  beetle 5  terssites*  alls , 'mosquitoes ,  cot 

roadies,  pine  root  weevil,  asaiati  9  locust  gall  m 

scale,  aphis  lion,  ribbed  potiel<    popular    gall,     Lai    burculio,    rieatal 

oeacfa  motfe,  bedbug,  pine  baric  ,     ndiaa  m?        r>tn,  house  contlnede, 

firebrat,  and  earwig, 

,.;^--'*i,.__-^.;li...:jt. - 

Poison  ivyf  purple  ioostrife,  fl         Lng  era  ,         J  cucus&er,   laburnum, 
winged  euonymus  and  Japanese  bamboo. 

'•1is^,-;-_ri^ 

ish  rust,  birch  canker,  blossom  end  rot,  powdery  mildew,  cedar  apple  vet, 
leaf  spot  on  maple  and  apple  scab, 

Publications  distributed;     Dnring  the  fiscal  year  numerous  leaflets  pub- 
lished by  the  If,      .     apartment  of  Agriculture  and  the  University  of  :tassa- 
ohttsetts  were  distributed  by  this  division  in  response  to  inquiries  re- 
questing such   Inform tl on •     A  stantary  shows  that  186  leaflets  were  dis- 
tributed and  also  100  copies  of  our  official  list  of  Hassachusetts  Certi- 
fied Hurseryxsen  were  sent  upon  request  to  individuals  and  concern'  , 
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Japanese  beetle?  Ja;.  beetle   (Popillia   japonica)  continued  to  be 

high  in  abundance  this  yzizr*        ..-ults  were  appearing  during  the  first  week 
of  July,  1960,  which  is  about  average  for  the  emergence  dates  for  this  area. 
Cypsy  Moth 2         is  pest  is.  showing  a  steady  rate  of  increase  throughout  ths 


state.     Although  the  insect  is  still  rare  in  our  Massachusetts  nurseries 9 
it  is  being  found  in  increasing  numbers  in  woodland  areas  of  Cape  Cod, 
central  and  western  Kassacbusett  t- . 

Pfltlfc  Ali  disease i   The  Jutch  eln  Msease,   caused  by  the  fungus  (Ccratocystus 
ulnj.)  continued  to  spread  throughout  t         tate,     Under  date  of  June   l$  1961, 
the     hade  Tree  Laboratory  of  th<         tversity  of  Massachusetts  ai 
reported  that  up  to  that  date,  the  disease  had  been  reported  in  all  except 
of  the  351  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts.     The   seven  towns  in 
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*hich  the  disease  has  not  been  off  recorded  include 

lYuro  in  Barnstable  County  and  Chilaarfc,       j%rto\m9  >   r.osnold 

and  Oak  staffs  in     ukes  County*        iince  t  Lecercry  Of  the  disease  in 

ilford,  Massachusetts  in  1941,   it  has  been  identified  through  cultures 
zrown  at  the    >hade  Tree  Laboratory  froa  95,856  sampler, 
Fhe  European  earwig,    iirch  leaf  miner.  &n&  Oak  leaf  miner,  were  less 
prevalent  this  year  than  in  previous  years,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  in- 
cidence of  these  pests  has  initiated  a  downward  trend* 

ADD  IT  I J  JUL  AC : 

i     i     *     *mTTi       iiimi  i    - 

The  legislative  hassel  regarding  tlie  reflation  of  the  use  of 
pesticides  within  the  Cosasonwealth,  was  finally  resolved  on  Nov  ©fiber  3,1960, 
by  the  enactment  of  Chapter  122  of  the  resolves  of  1960.     This  provided  for 
the  continuation  of  the  commission  established  by  the  legislature  in  1959 
2nd  which,  due  to  limitations  of  time,  was  unable  to  make  suitable  re 
Halations*     The  1960  resolve  provides  for  a  report  by  the  first  Wednesday 
In  Juno  1961*     On  November  21,  the  commissi  en  held  its  first  meeting  fol- 
lowing its  renewal.     At  this  meeting  it  urns  decided  to  divide  the  subject 
tetter  into  the  four  following  categories  « 

(1)  Roadside  brush,  tree,  and  insect  control  operations 

(2)  Shade  tree  and  forest  insect  cartrol  operations 

(3)  Mosquito  and  greenhead  fly  control  operations 

(4)  Agricultural  control  operations 
Mr.  Kuzmiski  was  designated  as  Chairman  of  the  Agricultural  C; 

rol  Unit  with  Professor  FUswortii    heeler  and  Or.   Dense 1  J.  Hankinson  ef 
he  university  of  Massachusetts  as  his  associates* 

JE&ch  unit  was  requested  to  (1)  review  existing  laws,  rules  and 
•gelations}   (2)  define  the  degree  and  frequency  in  spraying  problems; 
3)  suggest  method  to  adequately  safeguard  human  and  animal  welfare  and 
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yet  insure  practical  and  effective  control  operations  thru  (a)  establish- 
ing procedures  for  reporting  to  a  central  agency;    (b)  indicating  needed 
regulations  and  designating  the  proper  enforcement  agency;  and    (c)  sett- 
ing up  educational  and  service  prograas. 

several  aonths  01   exhaustive  worfc  by  tm  various  committ- 
ees, a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  t*e  application  of  pp  Ides  in  **ass- 
achusetts  was  substitted  to  the  legislature  in  May  of  1981*     This  bill  is 
its  submitted  form,  was  defeated,  however ,   the  Pesticide  Commission  was 
retained  and  instructed  to  subait  another  bill  on  the  same  mutter  by 
December  196 1. 

Meetings  and  Conferences  Attended 

August  10,   I960,  Massachusetts  ^urseryaens*  Annual    iaaaer  Meeting 

held  at    vest fie Id,   Massachusetts 

tfoveaber  3,   1960,  Dutch  Elm  Disease  Conference  at  4althaay  Massachusetts 

November  4,   1960,  Radio  Talk  over  WXmi,  subject:  *  /inter  Protection  of 

lants" 

cceaber  and  January  I960,  Several  meetings  with  Agricultural  Ces&ittee 

of  the  Pesticide  Commission  at  tat         versity  of  Massachusetts,  Aaherst, 

Massachusetts 

February  I960,  Massachusetts  free   hardens  Meeting,  noston,    Massachusetts 
Governor's  Conference  of     late  and  federal  delations 
at  Parker  House,   Bostm,  Xassachusetts 

Uareh  I960,   Annual  Pastern  Plant  Beard  meeting  at  Charleston,     . 

*areh  1960,  Annual  Tree  hardens  and  Utilities  Conference,  Aaherst, 

Pest  Control  Operators*  Conference,  University  of  Massachu- 
setts, Aaherst,  Massachusetts 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
July  1,  I960  -  June  30,  1961 

DIVISION  OF  PLANT  PEST  CONTROL  AND  FAIRS 
FAIRS  AND  EXHIBITS  SECTION 

The  month  of  July  this  year  was  good  fair  weather,  followed  by 
hot  and  humid  days  in  August,  which  was  a  deterrent  to  attendance. 
September  brought  In  hurricane  nDonnan,  which  occurred  on  September  12* 
There  were  some  rainy  days  throughout  the  month,  but  the  weather  was 
mostly  fair*  The  157  fairs  ana  shows  held  throughout  the  year  drew  an 
attendance  of  1,644,857.  Fairs  were  grouped  as  follows:  17  major, 
25  community,  22  youth,  19  livestock,  74  grange.  Agricultural  exhibits 
at  these  fairs  amounted  to  287,713,  and  boys  and  girls  exhibited  35,778. 

Eight  fairs  held  pari-mutuel  racing,  and  contributed  $363,521.13 
to  the  Agricultural  Purposes  Fund,  which  provides  money  for  agricultural 
prizes,  exhibitions,  State  Building  exhibits,  etc.  $194,750  was 
allotted  for  the  1960-61  fiscal  year.  Fairs  received  #122,743.63,  and 
contributed  $169,995.35  of  their  own  funds,  making  a  total  of  $292,738.98 
awarded  to  exhibitors  of  agricultural  products  for  the  year.  %  increase 
as  asked  in  the  budget  for  the  1961-62  year,  the  total  amount  requested 
being  8-263,750.00. 

The  following  awards  were  made  by  the  Division:   335  State  award 
ribbons  for  outstanding  agricultural  exhibits,  27  special  rosettes,  9 
plaques,  59  silver  medals,  60  4-H  pens,  6  Paul  Revere  bowls,  4,000  4-H 
pins,  one  4-H  calf  blanket,  15  soil  and  water  conservation  certificates. 
awards  were  made  at  agricultural  fairs  and  shows,  vocational  agricul- 
tural, F.F.A.,  and  4-H  contests,  flower  shows,  etc.   At  the  annual  dairy 
festival  in  June  89  ribbons  were  awarded*   52  4-H  and  F.F.A.  contests, 
25  armed  services  contests,  12  dairy  princess  contest.  4-H  pens  were 
warded  at  the  Essex  County  4-H  Club  Congress.  Silver  medals  in  recog- 
lition  of  4-H  achievement  were  awarded  to  the  outstanding  4-H  girl  and 
^oy  in  the  State,  and  arrangements  were  made  during  4-H  eek  in  March 
to  have  them  meet  the  Governor  and  present  him  with  a  bound  copy  of  a 
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Pairs  -  2 
manuscript  outlining  the  projects  and  purposes  of  the  4-R  movement. 
A  third  medal  was  given  to  the  winner  01  the  annual  Vocational  Agricul- 
tural Public  Speaking  Contest  held  in  Amherst  &%   the  University,   The 
4-E  Camp  at  Amherst  was  partially  financed  by  an  allotment  from  the 
Division. 

$50  was  contributed  toward  the  Governor's  green  pastures  award. 
$575  in  honorariums  was  contributed  by   the  Division  to  speakers  at  the 
annual  Massachusetts  Fruit  Growers  Meeting  held  during  January  and  at 
Massachusetts  Poultry  Association  meetings. 

Brockton  Fair  changed  its  dates  from  September  to  July  this  year. 
The  Director  and  other  personnel  inspected  the  fair  to  see  if  the  change 
was  good,  and  found  that  the  new  dates  were  not  a  disadvantage  to  the 
exhibiting  of  agricultural  products.  With  the  cooperation  of  Plymouth 
County  Extension  staff  the  fair  is  making  every  effort  in  the  agricul- 
tural line  to  improve  the  fair.  The  State  Building  was  open  during 
fair  week,  July  2-10,  and  presented  the  following  exhibits:  the  Division 
of  Poultry  had  an  egg  quality  control  display,  gave  demonstrations  of 
egg  candling,  and  conducted  a  display  of  minimum  net  weights  of  eggs; 
the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Beekeepers  showed  beekeepers1  equipment 
and  had  a  live  case  of  bees;  the  sheep  industry  was  represented  by 
various  exhibits  of  wool  and  lamb,  which  included  wool  processing 
including  finished  products  and  by-products,  weaving,  hooked  and  braided 
rug  demonstrations  and  a  demonstration  of  cooking  lamb,  by  the  American 
Lamb  Council;  an  orchid  display  by  Halifax  Gardens  showed  steps  in  the 
development  of  a  hybrid  orchid  plant  and  various  species  of  orchids; 
Lexington  Gardens  contributed  African  violets,  and  Stearns  Greenhouses 
provided  an  aluminum  greenhouse  for  them.   The  Massachusetts  Cultivated 
Blueberry  Association  showed  the  process  of  growing  blueberries,  blue- 
berry plants  and  products;  a  formal  and  informal  garden  with  suitable 
plantings  and  building  backgrounds  and  furniture  were  exhibited;  the 
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Plymouth  Pottery  Guild  conducted  demonstrations;  Massachusetts  products, 
including  honey,  cranberry,  blueberry  and  maple,  were  on  sale. 

At  the  State  Building  at  Eastern  States  Exposition  the  center 
feature  was  a  water  fountain  surrounded  by  a  panorama  of  multi-colored 
floral  displays  of  orchids,  carnations,  roses  and  African  violets*  The 
j^aple  display  exhibited  the  manufacturing  of  maple  sugar  and  syrup*  The 
colorful  cranberry  exhibit  depected  the  harvesting  and  use  of  this 
product*  Cranberry  syrup,  a  newly-developed  product  was  featured  by  the 
Massachusetts  4-H  Foundation*  The  poultry  industry  shewed  the  use  of 
eggs  for  ease  in  preparation  of  luncheon  and  dinner  dishes  and  included 
detailed  information  as  to  the  low  cost  of  proteins,  minerals  and  vita- 
mins available  in  the  everyday  use  of  eggs.  Our  finest  fruits  were  on 
display,  and  were  for  §'*£•  along  with  apple  eider  and  ,}uiee«  The  milk 
industry  played  up  the  use  of  milk  as  a  snack  beverege  while  watching  TV 
or  as  s  nightcap*  Honey  was  featured  also,  together  with  the  sale  of 
the  product*  There  was  a  colorful  and  demonstrative  exhibit  of  fir  and 
evergreen??  used  in  the  development  of  Christmas  trees.  The  vegetable 
industry  was  represented  in  ft  colorful  display  of  pM   aged  vegetables 

i^ited  by  the  A  k   P.  ^he  4-E  movement  demonstrated  many  of  their 
products.   Industry  was  represented  by  Millers  Falls  Tool  Corporation, 
showing  the  high  proficiency  of  technical  skill  in  assembling  and  testing 
micrometers.  Other  exhibits  included  those  put  on  by  the  Sportsmen's 
Association,  Hampshire  County  weavers  and  handcraft  co-ope rstives,  the 
Springfield  Water  Commission,  Massachusetts  State  Police,  the  National 
Guard,  the  Sparrow  Color  Lithography  Co.,  the  Mass.  Scholarship  Founda- 
tion, and  George  ■■. '.  aice  &  Son  organs* 

Several  meetings  were  held  regarding  ians  for  the  annual  fain 
meeting  to  take  plac*  in  January*  The  Director  and  Division  personnel 
••*  with  Paul  Corson  and  £arle  Carpenter  in  December  to  make  final  plans 
for  the  panel.  The  forty-first  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts 
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Agricultural  Fairs  Association  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Bradfora,  Boston,  in 
January.  Over  300  persons  attended,  one  of  the  largest  groups  assembled 
in  recent  years.  The  Director  spoke  at  the  afternoon  session  on  "Highlights 
of  1960  Fairs,"  and  mentioned  increases  all  along  the  line  at  fairs,  and 
the  highlights  concerning  buildings,  grounds,  and  exhibits  of  cattle  and 
other  livestock,  and  vegetable,  flower  and  nursery  exhibits.  He  offered 

gestions  for  improvements  in  the  future.  Mention  was  also  made  of 
special  trophies  for  any  major  fair  willing  to  try  out  new  ideas,  a  panel 
"Massachusetts  Fairs  in  the  Space  Age"  covered  observations  on  the  I960 
fairs,  and  suggestions  for  improving  1961  fairs  for  the  competitive 
exhibitor,  the  commercial  exhibitor,  the  public,  end  the  local  community. 
Pertinent  information  on  fairs  held  during  the  year  was  given  to  the 
group.  Material  distributed  at  the  meeting  included  lists  of  1961  fairs, 
"The  Green  Herb",  and  the  Fairs  better.  Division  personnel  assisted  the 
Secretary  of  the  Association  during  the  day  at  the  registration  desk* 
In  ^pril  tine  ^astern  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Fairs  Association 
held  its  ninth  annual  meeting  at  Weymouth  Grange  Hail,  South  *eymouth. 
At  the  business  session  the  Director  reported  on  Massachusetts  fairs  for 
tae  nine  eastern  counties,  and  made  several  suggestions  for  improvement, 
as   result  of  inspectors1  reports.  F:  HI  isplays  and  chopping  bowl 
classes  should  be  increased!  cattle  parades  should  be  encouraged,  also 
farm  shows  with  new-born  animals;  fairs  should  have  adequate  facilities 
or  sheltering  and  bedding  cattle  and  sheep.  Fairs  vere  asked  to  adjust 
:>rize  money,  not  only  in  livestock  classes,  if  purebred  and  food  u  lity 
nimais,  but  also  in  the  fruit,  flower  and  vegetable  classes.  They  were 
isked  to  operate  the  fair  for  the  public  snd   not  the  association. 

In  May  the  Western  Massachusetts  F  irs  ^sscci.  tion  annual  meeting 
fas  held  at  the  Ham  ..en  County  Improvement  league  Building  in  Vest 
pringfield.  The  subject  of  the  director's  talk  "F,irs  During  Changing 
iaes«  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  ask  that  faiM  la    f   te  new  methods 
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of  exhibiting,  have  new  exhibits  representing  the  changes  in  agriculture 
such  as  soil  conservation,  modern  methods  of  cultivation,  reforestation, 
educational  functions  of  community  services  and  youth  projects.  He  asked 
that  fairs  adjust  to  changing  times. 

Most  fairs  receiving  #200  and  over  were  inspected*  A  new  inspection 
sheet  for  livestock  shows,  to  include  cattle,  sheep,  rabbit,  poultry,  and 
goats  was  issued.  Inspectors  of  fairs  were  sent  material  for  inspections 
and  a  schedule  of  fairs  to  be  inspected. 

Meetings  were  held  during  the  winter-  and  spring  on  revision  of  the 
major  fair  premium  list.  A  committee  on  pulling  contests  met  with  the 
Director  and  drew  up  regulations  to  take  effect  at  1961  fairs.   These 
were  sent  to  ail  major  fairs.   Suggested  uniform  regulations  were  also 
drawn  up  for  sheep  classes.  The  Director  also  attended  meetings  of  the 
3oston  Common  Dairy  Festival  Committee,  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural 
Fairs  Association  Executive  Committee,  the  4-H  Foundation,  the  Avenue 
of  States,  the  Governor1 s  Conference  for  those  departments  working  in 
cooperation  with  Federal  Government  agencies,  and  many  meetings  with 
various  fair  organisations  throughout  the  year. 

Fairs  previously  requesting  loan  of  State  tents  were  informed  in 
the  spring  that  no  tents  would  be  available  in  the  future.   The  mechanical 
;ow  was  loaned  to  Chabotfs  Dairy,  Inc.,  in  New  Hampshire  for  a  trade  show 
In  October. 

Calendars  were  sent  to  leaders  of  agricultural  organizations  and 
>fficers  of  commodity  groups.  Fairs  letters  were  sent  to  fair  officials 
fad  others  connected  with  fair  business.  Both  publications  were  sent  to 
iewspapers  and  radio  stations. 

Requests  were  received  for  164  allotments  of  State  agricultural 
rize  money  for  fairs  to  be  held  during  the  1961-62  year,  &■  follows: 
7  major,  27  community,  23  youth,  19  livestock,  78  grange. 
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P.  C.  Boucher,  Director 
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The  purpose  of  this  report  is  not  to  narratively  or  statistically  list 
rery  single  endeavor  of  the  Division  during  the  period  of  reporting  time, 
lis  information  can  be  tabulated  from  the  monthly  reports.  Eather,  the 
>port  will  cover  in  generalities  the  areas  of  responsibilities  of  the 

vision  and  the  efforts  made  to  achieve  desirable  ends. 

ucation 


The  staff  members  have  participated  in  educational  programs  throughout 
e  State.   Members  have  served  as  Instructors  at  Egg  Quality  Schools, 
uth  Judging  events  for  both  poultry  and  eggs,  and  have  attended  various 
ate,  County  and  local  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating 
propriate  information  whenever  possible.  Members  have  participated 
various  committees  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  in  some  instances, 
anned  and  sponsored  them.  Staff  members  are  aware  that  the  dissemina- 

of  information  is  important  and  this  is  done  in  conjunction  with 
itine  inspection  work,  which  is  regulatory. 
)motlon 


L 


Various  promotional  endeavors  were  initiated  and  executed,  xhis 
sluded  consumer  exhibits  at  three  Major  Pairs:  3rockton,  Middleboro 
I  the  Eastern  States  Exposition.   In  addition,  exhibits  were  sponsored 
executed  at  the  Massachusetts  Farmers  Field  Dry   and  the  Neppco 
ositlon  held  annually  in  either  Syracuse,  New  York  or  Harrisburg, 
n3ylvania. 
lo  and  T.V. 


-everal  appearances  were  made  on  Radio  promoting  Poultry  and  Poultry 
ducts.   Seven  T  V  programs  were  planned  and  executed.   In  some  instances 
ft  aembers  appear  on  the  program,  and  on  others,  guests  were  invited 
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with  arrangements  "being  planned  and  executed  by  either  parties. 

News  items  were  submitted,  in  writing  as  well  as  verbally,  to  both 
popular  and  trade  news  media. 
PENS 

The  staff  was  held  responsible  for  the  effort  of  "March  Is  Egg 
Month* .  This  was  in  conjunction  with  the  efforts  of  the  Poultry  and 
Sgg  National  Board.  The  program  and  activities  throughout  the  month 
of  March  were  considered  excellent.   The  egg  trade  cooperated  with  the 
endeavor  with  a  substantial  sum  of  money,  all  of  which  was  used  for 
promotional  activities. 
Regulatory 


Eggs  -  inspection  of  eggs  for  quality  and  size  at  retail,  wholesale 
ind  farm  sale  stands.  In  addition,  inspections  of  farm  packs  at  whole- 
tale  were  made  on  a  request  basis:   The  summary  is  as  follows: 


otal  Hon- 

aspect ions   Violations 


Violations 


^558 


4298 


Fresh 
173 


Sizing 
87 


Court 

Hearings   Cases 

52         2 


The  general  policy  that  is  used  as  a  guide  in  recording  violations, 
s  well  as  acting  upon  them, is  as  follows:  On  the  first  violation  the 
irm  is  notified;  on  the  second  violation  a  hearing  is  held,  and  on  the 
hird  violation,  within  a  period  of  five  years,  a  complaint  is  filed  in 
ourt.  The  Division,  representing  the  Department,  supported  Legislation 
3  amend  the  Fresh  Sgg  Law.  This  effort  was  defeated. 
sultry  Breeding  and  Pullorum-Typhoid  Control 

Specific  details  of  the  work  of  the  Division  in  the  areas  of  Poultry 
ceding  and  Disease  Control  may  be  found  in  the  monthly  report.   The 
ithority  for  this  activity  is  Chapter  270,  Aefcl  of  1927;  Chapter  337, 
its  of  1957,  as  well  as  Federal- State  Agreement  governing  and  authorizing 
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the  provisions  of  the  National  Poultry  and  Turkey  Improvement  Flans. 
A  Summary  of  the  flocks  and  status  achieved  is  as  follows: 

Poultry  Breeding  Phase 

Kassaehusetts-U.S.  E.Q.P.  9  Flocks 


Massachusetts-  U.S.  Performance  Tested 
Parent  Stock 

Massachusetts  -  U.S.  Certified 

Massachusetts  -  tf.S*  Approved 

disease  Phase 

Massachusetts-U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 

Turkey  Breeding  Phase 

Massachusetts  -  U.S.  Approved 

Disease  Phase 

Kassachusetts-U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 

iMassachusetts  Came  Bird  Flocks 

Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 

Exhibition  Fowl 


3  Flocks 
10  Flocks 
23  Flocks 


101  Flocks 


1  Plock 


11  Flocks 


26  Flocks 


Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean  20  Flocks 

Reports  relative  to  both  the  disease  control  and  breeding  phases 
lave  been  assembled  for  local  and  national  publications. 
Cooperation  witn  other  Agencies 

The  Division  has  cooperated  with  many  allied  agencies  during  the 
eriod  of  this  report.   Those  organizations  vita  which  frequent  contacts 
ave  been  made  include  -  the  Massachusetts  R.O.P.  Breeders  association; 
he  Massachusetts  Poultry  Association,  Inc.;  the  Poultry  and  Egg 
ational  Board;  the  Massachusetts  Turkey  Growers  association;  the 
assachusetts  Farm  Bureau;  the  Massachusetts  and  County  Extension  Service, 
nd  the  Farmer's  Field  Day. 
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Control  of  Disease  in  the  Purchase,  Sale  and  Transportation 
of  Live  Poultry  and  Hatching  Eggs .   (Chapter  337). 

This  recent  responsibility  of  the  Division  has  required  more 
time,  both  in  the  office  and  in  the  fie Id, due  to  the  fact  that  there 
has  bern  an  increase  in  the  number  of  poultry  shows  that  are  being 
held  in  the  state  and  area.   This  trend  will  continue  for  some  time 
as  there  is  much  more  interest  being  shown  in  the  keeping  and  breed- 
ing of  exhibition  poultry  and  bantams. 

During  the  past  season  more  than  twenty  shows  were  held. 
Permits  to  transport  birds  were  issued  to  exhibitors  by  this  Division, 
and  staff  members  checked  the  exhibits  at  these  shows  to  see  that 
the  owners  of  poultry  on  exhibition  had  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  Chapter  337. 


Massachusetts   Department  of  Agriculture 
41  Tremont   St.   Boston 
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Mllo  R«     aeon 
Chief  Apiary    Inspector 
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Annual  Report  -  Fiscal  Year  Ended  June  30,  1961 

APIARY  INSPECTION  '' 

The  inspection  of  bees  for  control  of  disease  covered  the  en- 
tire county  of  Berkshire  by  October  15,  1960.  Parts  of  all  the  other 
counties  except  Dukes,  where  there  are  no  bees  reported,  were  covered 
by  a  system  of  inspecting  one  year  in  three.  This  plan  is  used  in  nearl 
all  the  states  to  save  expense,   pecial  inspections  were  made  in  any 
town  where  requests  were  made  by  the  beekeepers  or  where  disease  had 
been  found  the  previous  year. 

Springtime  follow-up  of  all  disease  cases  was  made  in  late 
April  and  during  May.   The  weather  was  fairly  good  this  year  which 
helped  the  work.  Also,  the  Spring  flow  o£   nectar  was  better  than  av- 
erage and  this  made  a  sharper  diagnosis  of  disease  or  healthy  colonies 
possible. 

Only  five  inspectors  were  available  this  Spring  up  to  June, 
when  two  more  men  were  available.  One  man,  who  has  served  for  seven 
years,  withdrew  his  services,  due  to  the  pressure  of  another  position 
that  carried  nim  through  the  winter  months.  All  the  inspectors  but 
one  have  to  find  supplementary  work. 

The  prevalence  of  European  foulbrood  is  increasing  in  iMassa- 
chusetts  and  our  worst  disease,  American  Foulbrood  is  being  controlled 
to  a  minimum  of  2  to  3#.   The  use  of  drugs  is  helping  the  program 
materially  as  more  beekeepers  understand  how  to  apply  them.   ducation- 
al  work  in  the  county  organizations,  both  self  instigated  and  by  the  C 
Chief  Apiary  Inspector,  is  helping  to  make  known  the  importance  of 
cleanliness  and  preventive  drug  treatments.  The  national  program  con- 
ducted by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Beltsvllle,  Maryland 
and  Madison,  Wisconsin,  has  also  materially  benefited  our  Xassachusetts 
program. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Apicultural  Society  at 
Rutgers  University,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  was  attended  for  three  days 
in  June  1960.  Fifty-three  beekeepers  frc   assaehusetts  were  present 
to  hear  speakers  from  England,  New  Zealand,  Australia,  Canada  and  the 
United  States*   This  has  become  a  real  organization  for  helping  bee- 
keepers with  all  their  problems.  The  meeting  in  1961  will  be  at  the 
University  of  Connecticut  at  Storrs,  in  August. 

Continued  cooperation  with  Dr.  \kxh   of  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  was  carried  on.  His  assistance  and  support  of  the  in- 
spection program  is  very  much  appreciated.  His  current  effort  is  to 
up-grade  the  quality  of  honey  produced  and  processed  in  this  state. 
That  interest  carried  out  to  the  beeekeepers  by  his  winter  raee tings 
and  judging  of  honey  at  Topsfield  Kair,  is  an  indirect  help  to  our 
inspection  work  by  making  the  beekeepers  conscious  of  the  need  to  keep 
their  colonies  healthy  so  that  a  larger  crop  of  honey  will  be  possible. 

Cooperation  with  the  hassachusetts  State  Federation  of  Bee- 
keepers was  given  to  again  put  on  a  large  exhibit  of  honey  at  Eastern 
States  xposition  in  September.   The  public  were  given  information  on 
the  habits  of  bees  and  the  methods  of  keeping  them.  Also,  they  were 
made  aware  of  the  different  kinds  of  honey  produced  in  this  state. 
Probably  no  other  state  in  the  whole  country  has  such  a  variation  of 
honeys.   We  have  eight  distinct  flavors:  Apple,  Dandelion,  Cranberry, 
Buckwheat,  Clethra,  Basswood  and  Thyme,  with  Clover  the  same  as  most 
of  the  other  nearby  states.  That  honey  is  light  colored  and  considered 
the  standard  commercial  product  sold  in  all  our  grocery  stores,   The 
other  flavors  provide  variety  and  greater  taste  appeal  it  is  generally 
agreed  by  all  who  have  tried  them. 
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A  side  program  of  assistance  to  the  public  is  carried  on 
every  August  and  September  in  controlling  and  eradicating  hornets* 
These  pests  have  a  serious  affect  on  our  city  population  as  well  as 
in  the  rural  areas.  Beekeepers  are  able  to  provide  the  knowledge  and 
courage  to  kill  them  easily. 

A  statistical  report  accompanies  this  written  statement. 
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Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  -  Apiary  Inspection 

Annual  Statistical  Report 
Season  i960 

No. 
No,       No.    No.  Col. 

No.    Colonies    Col.   Col,  treat-     No*      de- 
County     Visits   Examined    A_FB    EFB    ed      sema    stroyad 

—————  — _ _______  ■  ■    ■  <!■' 

BERKSHIRE  l6l  Lj.6^  3  12  2 

BRISTOL  122  1+25  1  11          11  1 

FRANKLIN  195  kSk  1+12'  2 

ESSEX  36  136  $  1            2  i^ 

HAMPDEN  275  917  12  2  10 

HAMPSHIRE  1I4.7  530  5  3  2 

MIDDLESEX  1I4.9  911  35  6           18  23 

NORFOLK  25  6I4.  1  1 

Plymouth          217          1,01+3              7          55        57  5 

worcester        i76  6i4j-!  53        32  21 

1,503  5,586  126  75      121].  0  73 

AFB  Estimated  colonies  of  bees 

Average  percent  in  entire  State 

1957 2.1  1957 8>6u0 

1958 2.i|  1958 3,015 

1959 1.39  1959 7,800 

I960 2.2  i960 7,786 

There  were  about  the  same  number  of  colonies  in  Massachusetts 
for  i960  as  last  year.   The  figure  is  conservative  as  it  was  a  good 
year  for  increasing  colonies.   The  spring  season  up  to  July  yielded 
good  flows  and  large  colonies  were  the  rule.   However,  a  lack  of 
nector  was  reported  from  all  areas  of  Massachusetts  in  August  and 
September.   Heavy  losses  may  be  expected  this  winter  in  all  the  single 
hive  body  colonies  unless  the  beekeeper  feeds  adequate  sugar  supplement. 

Disease  was  found  in  a  larger  number  of  colonies  this  year,  altho 
the  percent  was  nearly  the  same  because  a  larger  number  of  apiaries 
were 
that 
probler      expla: 

European  Foulbrood  increased  in  the  apiaries  where  bees  were 
moved  for  pollination  purposes.   These  beekeepers  are  well  aware  of 
their  greater  risk  to  exposure  and  fortunately  new  chemical  treatments 
are  being  found  effective  to  control  it.   Destruction  of  hives  where 
severe  infection  of  AFB  has  set  in  remains  the  most  effective  control. 
Sulfa  or  the  anti-biotics  are  only  dependable  as  a  preventive  treat- 
ment in  the  Spring,  mainly. 
2°0  January  12,  1961. 
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BONDING  AND  LIC  .vSlNG  OF  KIlA  u^LLkS   ANL  POULTRY  DEALERS 
James  H.  Collins,  Senior  Bonding  Investigator 
July  1,  1960  -  June  30,  1961 
MILK  DLALERS 
Two  hundred  sixty-one  dealers  were  bonded  and  licensed  in  the 
fiscal  year.   The  decline  in  numbers  continues  because  of  lack  of 
incentive  for  young  men.   The  financial  reorganization  of  the 
Whiting  kilk  Company  has  scared  the  industry  and  the  financial 
world.   The  sale  of  milk  at  a  price  in  a  gallon  jug  has  affected 
the  dealer  but  has  increased  the  sale  of  class  I  milk.   This 
fiscal  period  has  witnessed  the  tail  end  of  a  general  economic 
slow  down  but  by  July  of  1961  a  note  of  optimism  has  entered  the 
picture.   An  economic  slow  down  inevitably  causes  an  increase  of 
Accounts  Receivable  on  the  dealer  books  with  a  concurrent  lower- 
ing of  the  cash  position,   We  must  be  on  guard  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  farmer  in  these  times. 

A  few  comments  on  17  dealers  who  went  out  of  business  or 
changed  their  status! 

Six  became  Intermediate  dealers. 

Three  dealers  passed  on  and  only  one  estate  continued 
the  business. 

Four  dealers  joined  a  new  Corporation  to  decrease 
manufacturing  cost. 

One  Producer  dealer  now  produces  all. 

Two  dealers  sold  and  retired. 

One  dealer  dropped  all  his  Mass.  producers  (Whitney). 
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And  changes  are  still  going  on.   Store  milk  is  becoming 
increasingly  more  important  in  the  industry.   The  advent  of  stamps 
at  the  store  has  a  bearing.   Cash  discounts  do  not  eliminate  the 
appeal  of  stamps  for  the  house  wife. 

During  the  year  the  note  value  of  the  bonds  received  was 
$1,241,875  and  the  note  value  of  bonds  returned  or  exchanged  was 
$1,259,727,   Examination  of  the  legal  forms  was  made  plus  exam- 
ination of  the  collateral. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  collateral  on  hand: 

July  1.  1961        July  1.  I960 
Bank  Books  $211,209.00         $235,047.00 

Surety  Bonds  923,650,00  885,330.00 

Bonds  277,600.00  :>11,600.00 

Mortga-es  51,718.00  55,543.00 

Life  Insurance  Policies         26,456.00  43,565.00 

Stocks  75,800.00  73,200.00 

Miscellaneous  29.200.00  9.200.00 

$1.595,633.00       $1,613,485.00 

Foreclosures 
Two  dealers  with  bonds  to  aling  $28,000  were  reorganized. 
It  was  necessary  to  foreclose  on  their  bonds.   The  first  case, 
Whiting  Milk  Company  had  a  bond  of  $19,000  on  file.   This  bond 
was  distributed  to  21  farmers  and  each  received  91,22$  of  his 
claim.   Ten  of  these  farmers  had  insurance  thru  the  N.E.M.P.A. 
and  were  thus  reimbursed  for  the  balance  due  on  their  account. 
The  other  farmers  will  get  their  proportionate  share  from  the 
Trustees  for  the  balance.   The  second  dealer  had  a  bond  of 
$9,000  and  five  farmers  received  91.30$  of  their  claim. 
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General  Statement 

I  II  ....  ■!■■]  IIIIIW. 

Farm  interests  ars  frightened  with  the  large  farmer  getting 
larger  and  the  small  farmer  selling  his  land  for  house  lots.   No 
shortage  is  in  sight,   But  the  plight  of  the  milk  dealer  continues 
in  the  shifting  of  consumer  habits  in  buying  fresh  milk.   The 
industry  must  contend  with  the  cietary  proponents  of  "fat-freen 
products  to  protect  the  heart  muscles  and  the  arteries  of  our 
mature  population.   Low  much  is  fad  and  how  much  fact  is  unknown, 
but  the  industry  has  another  opponent  at  this  time  when  it  seems 
that  the  industry  has  enough  without  added  burdens.   Rescue 
legislation  appears  doomed  unless  production  is  decreased.   The 
dealers  as  a  group  pay  heavy  taxes  nationally,  state  wide,  and 
locally.   The  industry  uses  many  cars  and  trucks,  uses  gallons  of 
gas,  employ  thousands  of  men,  and  uses  equipment  that  run  into  many 
figures.   The  industry  can  not  fail  without  causing  economic  losses 
to  every  segment  of  society.   The  future  can  be  brighter  if  the 
attrition  in  the  group  has  spent  itself. 


POULTRY  DEALERS 
Total  amount  of  poultry  dealers'  surety  bonds  on  file  as  of 
June  30,  1961  -  $350,000.00 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  AGRICULTURAL  LEGISLATION 

I96I— Sf^- 

There  was  very  little  legislation  affecting  Agriculture  in t ha 
year  1961.    In  a  comparatively  short  session  of  the  legislature 
the  following  became  law: 

General  Laws  Chapter  12 8A,  Section  3  was  amended  by  adding 
sub-paragraph  (p).   It  reads  "no  license  shall  be  issued  to  permit 
racing  meetings  to  be  held  or  conducted  at  any  location  within 
two  miles  of  a  church,  shcool  or  housing  development;"   this  section 
does  not  apply  to  exis  ting -tracks  so,  therefore,  our  fairs  with  racing 
are  not  affected. 

General  Laws  Chapter  9^#  was  amended  by  inserting  a  new  Section 
99B.   No  person  shall  offer  to  sell  or  pack  for  sale  or  distribute 
in  the  Commonwealth  vegetables  in  a  container  bearing  the  label  or 
designation  "native"  unless  the  name  of  the  State  in  which  such  vege- 
tables were  grown  appears  immediately  after  the  word  "native". 

General  Laws  Chapter  180,  Section  20,  the  "Medical  Milk 
Commission"  act  was  amended  by  adding  the  following  sentence.  "For 
the  purposes  of  this  Section  in  Section  21  to  2f>  inclusive,  the 
word  "milk"  shall  include  goats*  milk. 

General  Laws  Chapter  111,  Section  137  was  amended.   This  section 
has  to  deal  with  nuisances.   Many  of  our  farmers  benefited  by  the 
amendment.   Previously  a  person  had  but  twenty-four  hours  to  appeal 
a  decision  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  the  Superior  Court.   The  amend- 
ment now  gives  him  twenty  days. 
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Oeneral  Laws  Chapter  136f  Section  6  was  amended.  This  sec- 
tion now  allows  the  sale  of  flowers  on  Sundays  including  potted 
non-woody  plants,  or  fruit  and  vegetables  by  the  person  who 
raised  the  same,  or  his  agent,  if  sold  on  the  premises  owned  or 
leased  by  him* 

General  Laws  Chapter  128,  Section  7,  authorized  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture  to  distribute  posters,  These  a  re  so-called  "Mo  Trespass" 
posters.  It  was  amended  by  inserting  Chapter  131,  which  was  inadvert- 
ently left  out  of  the  law  originally. 

Special  Act  Chapter  387,  authorized  the  construction  of  the 
General  Purpose  Building  and  the  increasing  of  the  heating  facilities 
at  the  Essex  County  Agricultural  School. 

Special  Act  Chapter  1^26,  provided  for  relocation  of  certain  re- 
servoirs in  connection  with  flood  control  projects  in  the  watershed 
of  the  Sudbury,  Assabet  and  Concord  rivers. 

General  Laws  Chapter  151A,  Section  6  was  amended.  Chajter  151A, 
is  the  Employment  Security  Act.  This  amendment  continued  the  ex- 
emption of  agricultural  labor  under  the  terms  of  this  act. 

Special  Act  Chapter  ij.95,  is  the  State  Purposes  Appropriations. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  appropriations  was  $1,026,765. 00; 

broken  down  as  follows: 

Administration  #2klj.,677.00 

Division  of  Dairying  and  Animal  Husbandry  1^5,077.00 

Milk  Control  Commission  217,^99.00 

Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control  255,615.00 

Division  of  Markets  107,770.00 

Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control  and  Pairs  30,135.00 

State  Reclamation  Board  25,991.00 

Special  Aot  Chapter  IjJO  was  a  Supplementary  Appropriation 
Act  -  Division  of  Dairying  and  Animal  Husbandry  received  £500.00. 
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Oeneral  Laws  Chapter  7k»   Section  35A  authorised  the  Essex 
County  Agricultural  School  to  give  courses  to  high  school 
graduates  and  to  award  Associate  Degrees. 

General  Laws  Chapter  111  was  amended  by  Section  $  t*     This 
act  authorized  the  Department  of  Public  Health  to  undertake  the 
control  of  algae,  weeds  and  other  aquatic  nuisances  in  certain 
bodies  of  water. 

General  Laws  Chapter  lj.0,  Section  $   was  amended  by  adding 
sub-section  36b.   This  authorized  the  cities  and  towns  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  control  of  algae,  weeds  and  other 
aquatic  nuisances  in  certain  bodies  of  water.  It  also  empowered 
them  to  designate  the  Department  of  Public  Health  to  do  this  work. 

General  Laws  Chapter  9k>   Section  19  was  amended.  This 
section  now  authorized  the  use  of  vitamins  and  minerals  in  milk, 
non-fat  milk,  skim  milk,  fortified  non-fat  milk  and  fortified  skim 
milk.   *he  Depar tenant  of  Public  Health  was  authorised  to  promulgate 
rules  and  regulations  concerning  the  same. 

General  Laws  Chapter  268  was  amended  by  inserting  the  following 
Chapter  2  68A.  This  is  the  Code  of  Ethics  Law  and  some  employees  may 
be  affected  by  it. 

General  Laws  Chapter  9k $   Section  27A,  is  a  new  section.  It 
requires  the  receiver  of  raw  milk  from  a  producer  to  have  a  license. 
This  law  now  requires  all  bulk  tank  drivers  to  be  licensed. 

Special  Act  Chapter  55>l|.  granted  the  consent  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  the  acquisition  by  the  U.S.  of  land  for  the  Conant  Brook  flood 
control  reservoir  and  the  so-called  Three  Riv  rs  channel  improvement 
on  the  Chicopee  Hivor  watershed  and  authorizing  the  viator  Resources 
Commission  to  establish  certain  encroachment  lines  and  flood  plain  zones. 


—  I 


•4- 


Special  Act  Chapter  5I4.8  authorized  the  stater  Resources 
Commission  to  establish  •ncroachment  lines  and  flood  plain 
sones  in  the  draiaaae  area  of  the  Ass&bet  River 


The  House  and  Senate  adjourned  on  Friday,  May  26tht  1961 


STVTE  RECLAMATION  BOARD 
ANNUAL  REPORT 
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The   State  Reclamation  Board  serves   in  the   State  Department 
of   Agriculture    and   operates   under   the  provisions   of  Chapter  2^2 
of    the  General  Laws.      In  1923  the   Reclamation  Board   superseded 
the   old   State  Drainage  Board   at  which  time    the   creation  of 
reclamation  districts  was    authorized.      Originally,    the  Board1 s 
function  was   twofold:      (1)    the   improvement   of  wet  lands  for 
agricultural  purposes,    and    (2),    the   conditioning  of   same   to 
produce   desirable   industrial  sites.      However,    in  1929   the 
enactment   of  Chapter  288  of   that  year  extended  the  Boards 
activities   to   include   drainage   of  wet  lands   for  control  of 
the  mosquito   nuisance. 

In  recent  years,    the   Soil  Conservation  Districts  have 
taken  over  the   improvement  of  wet  lands  for   agricultural 
purposes,    thus  eliminating  the  demand  for  the  formation  of 
reclamation  districts,    and  land  values  have    increased  suf- 
ficiently to  warrant   the    investment   of   private   capital    in 
the    improvement   of  wet   lands   to  produce    industrial   sites. 
At   the   same   time,   the   public    interest    increased   in  matters 
pertaining  to  community  comfort   and  health.      As   a  result, 
the  Board1 s   current   activities   now  center,    primarily,    around 
drainage   plus   certain  supplementary  measures;    all    associated 
with  the  control   of  mosquitoes    and   similar   aquatic-type 
nuisance  pests. 
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The  mosquito  act  -  Chapter  288  of  the  Acts  of  1929  *- 
received  immediate  support  from  two  separate  and  distinct 
approaches.  First,  the  demand  for  local  mosquito  control 
projects,  such  as  the  Nantucket  Mosquito  Control  Project  es- 
tablished in  April  1930  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  2$2 
of  the  General  Laws,  and  financed  by  a  more  or  less  irregular 
annual  community  appropriation.   Also,  the  Improved  area  projects, 
exemplified  by  the  Barnstable  County  Mosquito  Control  Project 
created  by  Chapter  379  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  which  is  financed 
by  more  stable  annual  mosquito  control  assessments  levied  annu- 
ally on  all  taxable  property  in  the  County.   Second,  the  State 
participation  in  salt  marsh  mosquito  control  as  a  labor  relief 
measure,  authorized  by  Chapter  112  of  the  Acts  of  1931*   This 
legislation  provided  State  funds  for  mosquito  control  ditching 
throughout  the  State,  with  the  exception  of  that  located  in 
Barnstable  County  where  a  County  mosquito  control  project  had 
been  initiated  the  previous  year. 

The  latter  act  provided  also  for  permanent  mosquito  control 
maintenance  projects,  initiated  to  preserve  the  salt  marsh  ditches 
Installed  with  State  funds.   In  addition,  Chapter  181  of  the 
Acts  of  1931  authorized  the  expenditure  of  local  funds,  by  any 
city  or  town,  for  temporary  alleviation  of  a  severe  mosquito 
nuisance,  where  the  local  Board  of  Health  declares  that  an 
emergency  exists. 
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As   time   passed,    the   impracticability  of   individual  city 
or   town  projects  became  evident.      As   a  result  such  projects 
were   eventually  absorbed   into  the  more  effective   county  level 
organizations   or  their  equivalent.      As   might  be  anticipated, 
mosquito  control   activities  were  concentrated   in  the  south- 
eastern portion  of  the   State   due    (1)    to   the  dense  population 
of  mosquitoes   emerging  from  the   salt  marsh   and   (2)    to  the 
presence   of   extensive  mosquito  breeding  flood  plains  bordering 
the  meandering  rivers.      Chronologically,    the   origin  of   the  more 
important   area  projects    are    as  follows:     Nantucket  Project  in 
Nantucket  County  1930*   Cape  Cod  Project   in  Barnstable   County 
1930,   Last  Middlesex  Project   stemming  from  the  first  group 
undertaking  with  a  different   title   1931*   Berkshire   County 
Project  1945,    South  Shore  Group  Project  1953*   Norfolk  County 
Project  1956,   Plymouth  County  Project  1956,    and  Bristol  County 
Project  in  1958. 

In  addition  to    the  mosquito  control  problem,   the   Board 
administers   control  work  bearing  on  several  minor   pestiferous 
nuisances.      In  19i|6,    the   Board  was   charged  with  an  investi- 
gation of   the   greenhead-fly  nuisance.      This   culminated   in 
the  enactment   of   Chapter   391  of   the   Acts   of   191*8  which   author- 
ized the  formation  of   local  greenhead-fly  projects.      Later   in 
1951*   the   original    act  was   amended   to  provide  for   greenhead-fly 
control  districts  which  would  receive   one   third  of  their   total 
annual  expenses  from   the    State.  Currently,    there    exists  five 
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individual  town  projects  located  in  the  towns  of  Plymouth, 
Kingston,  Duxbury,  Marshfield,  and  Scituate  on  the  South  Shore. 
Also,  two  greenhead-fly  control  districts:   (1)  the  Cape  Cod 
District  which  encompasses  all  fifteen  towns  in  Barnstable 
County,  and  (2)  the  North  Shore  District  which  includes  all 
seven  seacoast  cities  and  towns  between  Cape  Ann  and  the  New 
Hampshire  State  line. 

On  occasion  the  Board  becomes  involved  in  serious  midge 
control  problems.   A  case  in  point  is  that  which  occurred  at 
Musquashiat  Pond  in  North  Scituate,  where  a  solution  to  a 
serious  midge  problem  was  eventually  formulated.  Following 
the  installation  of  the  necessary  flowage  appurtenances,  the 
operation  reverted  to  the  town,  but  remained  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Board.   Another  instance  was  the  aquatic  weed 
nuisance  at  Straits  Pond  located  in  the  Towns  of  Hull  and 
Cohasset.   As  the  result  of  the  enactment  of  Chapter  557  of 
the  Acts  of  1955,  as  amended  in  1956,  the  Board  assumed  the 
responsibility  for  control  of  noxious  vegetation  and  animal 
life  in  said  pond.  Each  year  since  1958,  the  Board  has  super- 
vised the  treatment  of  Straits  Pond  at  the  expense  of  Hull  and 
Cohasset.   In  this  instance,  the  Board  is  striving  to  perfect 
a  treatment  which  will  provide  control  over  an  extended  period 
and  progress,  to  date,  has  been  very  gratifying. 

Periodically,  the  Board  finds  itself  included  in  special 
joint  Commissions.   The  latest  instance  was  a  Special  Commission 
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Respectfully  submitted, 

Bertram  I.  Gerry 
Executive  Secretary 
BIG: MOP 
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to    investigate    insecticide   use.      This   Commission,    authorized 
by  Chapter  55   of    the   Resolves   of   1959,    included  representatives 
from  University  of  Massachusetts,    State   Department   of  Health, 
State  Department    of  Agriculture,    State  Reclamation  Board, 
Metropolitan  District   Commission,    State   Department   of   Public 
Works,    and  the   Massachusetts   Conservation  Council.      The  General 
Court,    through  the    enactment   of   Chapter   68   of  the   Resolves   of 
1961,    advanced   the   due  date   for   the  final   report   to   January 
1962. 

During  the   past   year,    the   Board  has   continued   to   offer 
its  facilities    to   communities   plagued  by  unusual   infestations 
affecting  man   and   animals.      It   is   gratifying   to  be  able    to 
report  no   evidence    of  an  encephalitis   outbreak  during   the   past 
season,    although  precipitation  records   indicated  favorable 
conditions  for  abundant  vector  production. 

A  brief   summary  of  project  expenditures   during  fiscal   1961 
may  be   presented  under  five  major   subdivisions    as   follows: 

(1)  County  Mosquito   Control   Project  Funds  #Lj79,Ul6.00 

(2)  Mosquito   Control   Project  Funds    in  Trusts      1^5,000.00 

(3)  Mosquito  Ditch  Maintenance  Assessments  i+3,000.00 
(I4)  Greenhead-fly  Control  Contributions  26,000.00 
(5)    Aquatic   Pest   Control  Contributions  5,000.00 

Total  $698,2jl6.00 


— p___. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Rouse  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  128  of  the  General 
Laws,  I  am  filing  herewith  the  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  period  from  July  1,  1961  to  June  30,   1962. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
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FOREWORD 

Donald  Crooks  of  North  Brookf ield  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  on  September  21,  1961  by  Governor  John  A.  Volpe,  succeeding 
Goorge  Troadwell  of  Spencer  whose  term  had  expired. 

The  reports  of  Divisions  and  staff  offices  of  the  Department 
follow.  < 
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DIVISION   OP  DAIRYING  AND  ANIMAL  HUSBANDRY 

J.   Peter  Griffin,  Director 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
July  1,   1961  -  June   30.   196? 

The  number  of  dairy  farms  registered  in  our  Massachusetts  milk  shed  has 
continued  to  decrease,  but  the  amount  of  milk  available  remains  about 
the  same.     The  receiving   stations  up  country  are  beooming  less  numerous 
as  the   trend   to  bulk  tank  operation    on  the  dairy  farms  continues.      One 
of  our  largest  milk  handlers  became   100^  bulk  on  December  31,   1961,   and 
another  large  handler  has   set  December  31,   1962  as   the   last  day  they 
will   take  milk  in  at  the  receiving  station  in  oans.     Many  of  our  country 
operations  are   run  on  a  direct  pickup  from  the  up  country   farms   to  our 
city  processing  plants.      Some   tank   trucks   that  pick  up  at  the   fauns  are 
capable  of  holding  over  1+00  cans   of  milk* 

The  State   of  Rhode   Island  has  been   in  an   upheaval  over  its  change  in 
milk  sanitation   laws,    and  as  a  result  wants   all   the  New  England   states 
to  adapt  a  uniform  oode   for  milk  inspection.     They  are  expecting  all 
state j   that  export  milk  to  Rhode   Island  to  do  their  own  farm  inspection 
twice  a   year.     As  a  result,   we  have  planned  to  furnish  the  State   of 
Rhode   Island  a  copy  of   our  score   sheets   for  the  inspections  made   on  Mass- 
achusetts farms   that  contribute  to   the  Rhode   Island  supply.     Our  Mass- 
achusetts  law  requires   us   to  inspect  all   the  dairy  farms  in  the  Massachu- 
setts milk  shed  at  least   once  a  year.     We  now  intend  to  do  the  Massachu- 
setts farms   twice  a  year   to  satisfy  the  Rhode  Island  request. 

The  milk  industry  has  been  experiencing  more  activities   from  the  U.   3. 
Public  Health  Service.     Historically,  milk  plants  selling  to  interstate 
carriers  have  been   inspected  by  our  State  Department  of  Public  Health  on 
U.S.   Public  Health  soore   sheets.      It  now  appears  that   these  plants  will 
have  to  not  only  be  inspected  but  receive  a  numerical  soore  of  90$  or 
better  in  order  to  sell  to  the  interstate  carriers.     Volume-wise   the 
amount  of  milk  sold  to  railroads,    steamship  and  air  lines   is  a  very  small 
percent  of  the   total  sales  of  fluid  milk  in  New  England. 

We  have  this  year  been  cooperating  with  the  University  of  Massachusetts 
in  a  research  program  whioh  is  designed   to  determine   the  practicality 
of  paying  farmers  on   the  basis  bf  solids-not-fat  instead   of  butterfat. 
Our  activities  have  principally  been  in  the  collection  and  transporta- 
tion of  the  samples  to   the  laboratory  in  Amherst* 

We  continue  to  have  two  men  engaged  full  time  in  the  collection   of  milk 
samples  in   the  mastitis  testing  program.      The  demand  for   this   sorvice 
is  on  the   increase  but  it  appears   the  laboratory  is   limited  as    to   the 
number  of  samples   that  can  be  prooessed  in  a  day. 

The  milk  flavor  program  conducted  by  John  Fitzgerald   Is  well  received 
throughout   the  State.     Many  favorable  comments   are  heard   about   this  pro- 
gram.    It  certainly  has   helped  to   improve   the  quality  and  flavor   of 
'assachusetts  milk  and  has   saved  the  Massachusetts  producer  and  dealers 
*  great  deal  of  money  by  helping  them  to  avoid  off  flavors  in   their  milk. 


DAIRY  DIVISION  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  JULY  1,  1961  -  JUNE  30*  19  6  2 

FARMS 


Farms  inspected  ll4.,991 
Farms  relnspeoted  2,530 
Hearings  requested  21 
Other  visits:  Farms  2,014.8 
Complaints  investigated  65 


Approved  12,li30   Not  approved  2*561 

Approved   2,010   Not  approved  520 

Farms  suspendedi 9J  Reinstated  2? 

Dealers   2,227    Inspectors  558 

Days  other  work  li26|  Office  92  Meetings  6 

PLANTS 


Plants  inspected   166    Approved  150    Not  approved  16  Spot  checked  120 

TESTS  OR  CHECKS? 

Temp.  9,601+   Sediment  8,080  Bacteria  738  Caustic  ^0  Aklaline  £6 

Can.  *tlk  graded  29^272  Rejected  gJJ.  checker"  18,797  Condemned  62£ 

Tank  trucks  checked  682    Violations  £2   Other  trucks  882  Violations  330 

R.  R.  tank  cars  checked  £2       Violations  2 

FLAVOR 
No.  samples   257   Flavor  schools  -  Vo-Ag  training  2   Total  days  Ij. 

PROTEIN 


Number  samples  collected 


Total  days 


MASTITIS 
Herds  samples  321;       Cows  sampled     11,580         Samples  collected     I4.5, 6I4.9 

U.S.D.Ae   GRADING 

Days   sampling  milk  powder         100^  '    Butter  and  Cheese        6^ 

Grading  fees  received     iU,627T5JT 

ADMINISTRATION 

hearings  held  9       Meetings  attended  26J         Work  with  inspectors  It-lj- 

)ays  at  office  217.1       In  field     88J  Complaints      lg 


Ulesi     State  oars     315,968 


Private  autoa  32,815 
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RKPQRJ  OF  THE  DIVISION  OF  LIVESTOCK  DISEASE  CONTROL 


JUL*  lf  1961   -   JUNE  30f  1962 

TO  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  AGRICULTURE*   ' 

la  accordance  with  Section  38,  Chapter  129*  General  Laws, 
Torcontenary  Edition,  Acts  of  1932,  I  herewith  submit  the 
report  of  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control  for  the 
year  ending  June  30*  196^  inclusive. 

The  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control  is  oharged 
with  the  responsibility  for>  the  enforcement  of  laws,  rules, 
and  regulations  which  apply  to  the  prevention,  suppression 
and  extirpation  of  oontagious  diseases  among  domestic  animals. 
Undor  the  law,  authority  i»  conferred  on  the  Director,  and 
agonts  working  under  his  direction  to  make  inspection  of  all 
cattlo,  sheep,  swine  and  all  other  domestic  animals  and  the 
conditions  under  which  they  are  kept;  to  employ  such  scientific 
tests  as  are  deemed  advisable  or  necessary  for  the  detection 
of  contagious  disease  among  domestio  animals;  and  to  cause  to 
be  securely  Isolated  or  slaughtered  such  animals  as  are  affected 
with  a  contagious  disease,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Director, 
the  public  welfare  so  requires. 

During  the  fiscal  yoar  there  were  no  serious  outbreaks 
of  diseases  over  which  the  Division  has  jurisdiction. 

On  September  6,  1961,  Public  Law  67-209  was  passed 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.   This  law  authorizes 
and  directs  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  initiate  a 
nation-wide  hog  cholera  program  in  cooperation  with  all 
States.   A  Committee  has  been  appointed  in  Massachusetts  to 
work  out  an  appropriate  program  for  the  swine  industry  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

We  are  extremely  appreciative  of  the  continued 
cooperation  and  support  given  by  the  Animal  Disease  Eradication 
Division  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Following  is  information  and  statistics  on  the  various 
activities  of  the  Division) 


2. 

BOVINE  TUBERCULOSIS 

Chapter  319,  Section  33,  C-eneral  Laws,  Tercentenary  Edition 
as  amended  by  Chapter  272,  Acts  of  193^  and  Chapter 
lj.17,  Acts  of  191|6  and  amendments  thereto. 

There  woro  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- two  (6,192)  tuber- 
culin herd  "tests,  one  hundred  fifty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-one  (151,831)  animal  tests  applied  to  which  seventy- four  (71;) 
head  of  cattle  or  l\./100   of  1%  were  declared  reactors  as  compared  with 
six  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty- three  (6,563)  tuberculin  herd  tests 
and  one  hundred  fifty- four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
USl.,838)  animal  te3ts  applied  the  previous  fiscal  year  to  which  forty- 
five  (lj.5)  head  of  cattle  or  2/100  of  1%  reacted. 

Fifty-six  (56)  or  75£  of  the  seventy- four  (7k)  cattle  declared  to 
be  reactors  were  reported  as  having  wno  gross  lesions"  of  tuberculosis 
at  time  of  slaughter. 

Six  hundred  and  eighty- four  (681;)  herds  containing  five  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty  (5,550)  head  of  cattle,  included  in  the  census 
report  of  June  30,  1961,  were  disposed  of  by  the  owners  prior  to  the 
census  for  the  period  ending  June  30,  1962. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty- seven  (337)  herds  to  which  testing  has 
not  previously  been  conducted  and  containing  two  thousand  four  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  (2,14.38)  head  of  cattle  are  included  in  the  census 
report  of  the  period  ending  June  30,  1962. 

Tuberculin  tests  are  conducted  by  State  and  Federal  accredited 
veterinarians  under  a  State  and  Federal  Cooperative  Plan  for  the 
establishment  of  tuberculosis-free  herds  and  the  eradication  of  bovine 
tuberculosis. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  tuberculin  tests  as  made  by  veterinarians 
for  the  twelve  month  period  of  this  report. 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  State 
on  a  salary  basis 

Veterinarians  paid  by  the  Federal 
Government  on  a  salary  basis 

Veterinarians  employed  by  the 
State  and  Federal  Governments  as 
Program  Agents 

Veterinarians  authorized  by  request 
of  and  paid  by  the  owners 


HERDS 

HEAD 

REACTORS 

735 

18,092 

7 

H4.9 

5,337 

1+9 

5,278 

126,511+ 

18: 

30 

1,888 

6,192 

151,031 

71+ 

During  the  fiscal  year,  owners  were  reimbursed  for  six  (6)  purobrod 
cows  amounting  to  #1,320.51  and  fifty-six  (56)  grade  cattle  amounting 
to  $6,631.91,  or  a  total  of  £7,952.1+2. 
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COUNTY  CENSUS  AND  INFECTION 
as  of 
JUNE  30#  1962 


3. 


COUNTY* 


HITRDS 


HEAD 


iSRDS   HHAD  REACTORS 


TEN  H3AD  OR  LESS* 
HEHDS       HEAD 


Barnstable 

27 

i 

319 

Berkshire 

718: 

20,l;li; 

Bristol 

:        588  ; 

li+,856 

Dukes 

39 

.356 

3ssex 

328 

a.wi 

Franklin 

8I4.8  \ 

20,167 

•iampden 

>6i; 

8,14.86 

lamp shire 

1  720 

17,529 

Ktddlesex 
Ian  tucket 

U80 

i 

10,603 
70 

'orfolk 

235 

1|,567 

'lymouth 

355 

}  8,14.01 

iuffolk 

!    "        2 

1 

71 

'orcester 

1^25 

35.6^7 

1 

2 


1 
2 


60 
108 


37 

. 

1^0 

50 


26 


1 

5 


2 

8 


22 

59 

301; 

1,21*2 

253 

911 

29 

106 

158 

601; 

366 

1,582 

2kh 

691; 

331 

1,288 

227 

765 

2 

5 

132 

MW 

202 

667 

596 


2,396 


TOTALS'.  6,233    H;9,917 


Included  in  Columns  2  and  3 


8    701 


18 


2,666 


11,013 


BRUCELLOSIS 


l! 


The  Brucellosis  program  has  been  carried  on  in  accordance  with 
Chapter  129,  General  Laws  as  amended  by  Chapter  $27,  Acts  of 
1956. 

During  the  fisoal  year  owners  were  reimbursed  for  thirty-four  ( 3U- ) 
purebred  cattle  amounting  to  $1,700.00,  and  two  hundred  ninety 
seven  (297)  grade  cattle  amounting  to  §7, 365.31,  or  a  total  of 
$9,065.31* 


< 
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Following  is  a  tabulation  of  the  results  of  laboratory  examination 
of  the  blood  samples  from  cattle  under  this  program,  also  from 
goats,  horses  and  swine i 


>•.  - 1 
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Cattle 
Goats 
Swine 
Sheep 

TOTALS 


BRUCELLOSIS 


■b 


.  NEGATIVES   REACTORS   SUSPICIOUS   OTHERS**   TOTALS 


ij.7,086 

•  W5 

3i 

,906 

765 

52,182 

292 

13 

3 

308 

w 

6 

t 

28 

85 

27 

27 

kf.kte 


wi 


3,923 


796 


52,602 


! 


f 


♦♦Containers  "broken,  insufficient  amount 
of  serum,  horaolyzed,  or  nCVn  (Calfhood 
vaccinated  and  under  thirty  months  of 
age). 


Certified  Herds: 


Certified  Brucellosis-Free  Herds  ,k°k 

Cattle  in  Certified  Brucellosis-Free  Herds   ll,08l| 


II 


Negative 
6,069 


MILK  RING  TESTS 

Suspicious 
180 


v,  -  . 


Totals 
6,214.9 
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GOATS 
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This  Division  arranges  for  the  tuberculin  testing 
and  blood  testing  of  goats  provided  the  owner  signs 
an  agreement  to  the  effect  that  any  goats  declared 
as  reactors  to  either  test  would  be  immediately 
disposed  of  for  slaughter  with  no  compensation 
allowed  by  the  Commonwealth.  1 
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INTERSTATE  RECEIPTS  0?  CATTLE 


S 


One  thousand  sixty-two  (1,062)  permits  were  issued 
covering  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  thirty  six  (14,336) 
head  of  dairy  cattle. 


Canada 

2,674 

New  Jersey 

11 

Colorado 

1 

New  York 

2,833 

Connecticut 

1,433 

Ohio 

2 

Florida 

1 

Oklahoma 

17 

Illinois 

49  . 

Pennsylvania 

65 

Iowa 

174 

Rhode  Island 

640 

Maine 

2,228 

Texas 

25 

Maryland 

149  A 

Vermont 

1,991 

i 

Minnesota 

111 

Wisconsin 

393 

New  Hampshire 

1,539 

1 


f  f 


Total 


14,336 


EXPORTS 
July  1,  1961  -   June  30*  1962 

Interstate  certificates  of  health  were  issued  on  four  thousand 
one  hundred  seventy-nine  (lj.,179)  head  of  cattle;  fifty-eight  goats  (£8); 
six  pigs  (6);  exported  to  other  States  and  Countries  as  follows: 


DESTINATION 


HEAD 


DESTINATION 


HEAD 


California 
Canada 
Connecticut 
Denmark 
Ecuador 
"Florida 
Haiti 
Illinois 
India 
Indiana 
Iowa 

Kentucky 
Lebanon 
Maine 
Maryland 
Mexico 


v. 


3 
56 
1+92 
1 
2 
6 
1 

11*. 

32 

k 

1 

2 

15 

7k 

11 

2 


Michigan 

1 

Minnesota 

1 

Mississiopi 

6 

New  Hampshire 

14-07 

New  Jersey 

29 

New  York 

81^8 

Ohio 

37 

Paraguay 

1 

Pennsylvania 

12 

Rhode  Island 

1,71+6 

South  America 

6 

Tennessee 

13 

Texas 

12 

Vermont 

323 

Virginia 

20 

Wisconsin 

1 

57179 


3  Goats  shipped  to  Ecuador 

6  Goats  shipped  to  Maine 

2  Goats  shipped  to  Mississippi 

28  Goats  shipped  to  New  York 

11  Goats  shipped  to  Ohio      ,' 

8  Goats  shipped  to  South  America 

1  Pig  shipped  to  Mississippi 

5  Pigs  shipped  to  New  York 
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QUARANTINE  STATION  AT  BRIGHTON 


DISEASE  CATTLE 

RFCFTVED  AND 

RELEASED. FqR  IMMEDIATE  SLAUGHTER: 

Massachusetts 

T.B. 

Reactors 

32 

From  Quaran-    Brucellosis 
tined  Kords     Reactors 
726           212 

Maine 

■ 

1 

New  Hampshire 

13 

Rhode  Island 

2 

16 

Vermont 

2S 

% 


726 


267 


There  were  eighty  (80)  cattle  tested  for  Brucellosis 
and  sixty-one  (61)  tested  for  Tuberculosis.   Of  all 
cattle  tested  there  were  eight  (8)  Brucellosis  reactors. 

All  trucks  carrying  tuberculosis  or  brucellosis 
reactors  were  cleaned  and  disinfected  before  leaving  the 

yards. 

Total  number  of  livestock  received  at  the  Brighton 
stockyards  was  as  follows: 


Cattle   31#H21 
Calves   72,14.61 


Hogs         19,079 
Sheep         lj.,933 
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LICENCED  DEALERS  IN  BOVDIE  ANIMALS 


During  the  fiscal  year  there  -were  two  hundred  and  six  (206) 
licensos  issued  to  dealers  in  dairy  and  beef  cattle,  and  two 
hundred  eighty-six  (286)  plates  were  sent  out  for  use  on  the 
trucks  operated  by  these  dealers. 

A  total  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundrod  forty-eight  (l3|llj.8) 
dairy  cattle  and  one  thousand  ono  hundred  thirty-six  (1,136) 
beef  cattle  were  reported  by  licensed  dealers  as  purchased  and 
sold* 


PERMITS  TO  FEED  COOKED  GARBAGE  TO  SWIMS 


i  » 


There  were  three  hundred  forty-four  (3I&)  permits  issued  to 
feed  garbage  to  swine* 


FABIES 


Under  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  regulations 
(Chapter  111,  General  Laws  as  amended  by  Chapter  26$,   Acts  of  1938) 
Sections  6  and  7  "Dog  Bite"  is  declared  a  disease  dangerous  to 
publio  health. 

Order  No.  3^#  Section  3  of  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease 
Control  regulations  reads s  "All  dogs  known  to  have  bitten  persons 
shall  be  quarantined  for  a  period  of  fourteen  (Uj.)  days  for  obser- 
vation, at  the  end  of  which  period  if  no  symptoms  of  rabies  have 
developed  said  animals  may  be  released  from  quarantine  on  order 
of  the  Dire 0 tor." 

Investigation  of  reported  injuries  inflicted  to  persons  by 
biting  of  dogs  and  the  quarantining  of  such  dogs  is  one  of  the 
duties  of  the  Inspector  of  Animals* 

The  following  tabulation  includes  injuries  reported  inflicted 
by  dogs  and  other  animals  J 


;  [ 
t 


RABIES 
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i  !en  thousand  0iSht  hundred  twenty  (15,820)  oersons  were 
bitten  by  dogs  and  other  animals  which  were  quarantined  and  released. 
Six  hundred  thirty-three  (633)  persons  were  bitten  by  stray  animals. 
The  brains  of  three  hundred  twenty-six  (326)  animals  were  sent  to 
the  Wasserman  Laboratory  for  examination.   Of  that  number  two 
hundred  eighty-two  (282)  were  reported  to  have  bitten  three  hundred 
(300;  persons.  | 

♦  .  *   The^e?ds  of  U7  d0&s,  18  bats,  42  cats,  9  chiomunks,  1  cow. 
4  foxes,  15  hamsters,  25  raioe  and  rats,  2  monkeys,  1  muskrat, 
15  rabbits,  10  raccoons,  1  shrew,  5  skunks,  31  squirrels  were  sent 
to  the  Wasserman  Laboratory  for  examination. 

Laboratory  examination  on  2  dogs,  1  bat,  2  oats,  1  hamster, 
1  mouse,  1  rabbit  and  2  squirrels  was  reported  as  unsatisfactory. 


MISCELLANEOUS  DISEASES 

ATROPHIC  RHINITIS:   Fifty  (50)  head  of  swine  reported  affected. 
Two  (2)  died. 

BLACKLEG:   Preventive  treatment  was  given  to  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  fifty-one  (1 ,  951")  *  head  of  cattle  on  one  hundred  twenty-one 
(121)  premises. 

ECTHYMA :   Seventeen  (17)  goats  in  one  (1)  herd  were  reported  affeoted. 

HOG  CHOLERA:   Five  (5)  head  of  swine  were  reported  in  -two  (2)  herds 
affected  with  this  disease.   Three  (3)  died. 

LEPTOSPIROSIS:   One  (1)  dog  reported. 

RINGWORM;   Three  (3)  cats  were  reported.   One  (1)  cat  died. 

SALMONELLOSIS:   Five  hundred  twelve  (512)  hogs  in  three  (3)  herds 
were  reported  affeoted.   Seventy-seven  (77)  died. 

SCABIES:    Two  (2)  dogs  were  reported  affected  with  the  disease. 

SCRAPIES:   Two  hundred  sixteen  (216)  head  of  sheep  were  exposed 
to  this  disease.   One  (1)  died  and  one  hundred  twenty-five  (125) 
were  slaughtered.    This  occurred  in  six  (6)  herds. 

SHIPPING  FEVER  (PASTEURELLOSISh   Two  hundred  sixty-eight  (268) 
head  of  swine  involving  six  (6)  herds  were  reported.   One  hundred 
sixty-eight  head  died. 

SWINE  INFLUENZA   (FLU):,   Twenty-six  (26)  pigs  were  reported  in 
one  (1)  l^rd  aa  affected.   All  recovered  and  were  released  from 
quarantine. 

SWINE  TUBERCULOSIS:   One  (1)  pig  in  a  herd  of  one  hundred  twenty-six 
(126)  was  reported  affected,  was  slaughtered  and  showed  lesions  of 
tuberculosis  on  postmortem  examination. 
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ANNUAL  INSPECTION  OF  NEAT  CATTLE,  HORSES,  SWINE,  SHEEP  AND  GOATS 

In  accordance  with  Section  10,  Chapter  129  of  the  General  Laws 
the  annual  inspection  of  neat  cattle,  horses,  swine,  sheep  and  goats 
and  of  the  premises  where  kept  was  completed 

Reports  received  from  the  cities  and  towns  showed  that  inspection 
indicated  the  following  information: 


COUNTY 

HERDS 

NEAT 

SWINE 

CATTLE   HORSES   HERDS    HEAD 

SHEEP 

GOATS 

Barnstable 

22 

331      212      8      121 

159 

53 

Berkshire 

.  59? 

19,726     957    69      9k$ 

870 

21+5 

Bristol 

899 

1^,226      993     95    10A07 

1,096 

m     1 

Dukes 

35 

365     101+     1+       13 

1,323 

18 

Essex 

273 

I   7,569    1,067    65    7,691+ 

756 

183 

Franklin 

718 

.  19,859     815    82    1,265 

701+ 

77 

1 

Hampden 

37U. 

8,210     657     61     2,198 

627 

131 

1 

Hampshire 

609 

16,918     71+9.    79    2,505 

1,296 

193 

Middlesex 

1+01 

10,259    1,5614-    117    22,938 

1,029 

161 

Nantucket 

5 

73      19     2      19 

32 

Norfolk 

177  •  . 

k,$M       1,1W   '  3U-    1*539 

821 

91+ 

Plymouth 

298 

8, 61+3     506    65    10,623 

1,1+19 

123 

Suffolk 

2 

73      71+     1      700 

| 

Worcester 

M,165 

35,621    1,859    131    U M 

1,582 

1+88 

■ 
Totals 

8,ii89 

146,117   10,723    813    78,811 

11,714 

1,910 

Of  the  total  number  of  cattle  inspected  seventy-nine  thousand 
seVen  hundred  twenty-six  (79,726)  were  listed  as  dairy  cows,  nine 
hundred  fourty-four  (91+1+)  were  listed  as  purebred  bulls,  and 
fifteen  thousand  and  eight  hundred  twenty-eight  (15,828)  as  purebred  cows. 

-■  ■  ■■ 
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Regional  moo  tings  of  Inf.  poo  tors  of  Animals  wore  held  in 
tho  month  of  Novonbor  in  Boston,  G-rocnfiold,  Segreganset  (Dighton) 
Pittsf ield,  Springfield  and  Vorcester. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Edward  H»  Dwyer 
Director 


'M/T 


t 


AHHUaL  REPORT 
(July  1,  1961  -  June  30,  1962) 

The  Division  of  Karkets  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  assigned  to  carry  out  a  greax  variety  of  services 
which  keep  the  personnel  fully  occupied  at  all  times  of  the  year. 
Xany  of  our  personnel  are  qualified  for  several  forms  of  inspection, 
thus  making  for  both  economy  and  efficiency*  These  services  include 
all  fruit  and  vegetable  inspection  at  shipping  points,  administration 
of  apple,  potato,  and  "native"  branding  laws,  blueberry  inspection 
for  purity,  all  seed  inspection,  wholesale  price  reporting  in  three 
city  markets,  editing  Special  Apple  Harket  Report,  retail  price  re- 
porting of  Greater  Boston  Area,  registration,  checking  and  certifica- 
tion of  C.A.  apple  storages  and  clearing  of  all  press  releases  by 
the  Department,  Last,  but  a  very   Important  function  of  this  Division 
is  release  of  all  publicity  through  radio,  television,  press  releases 
and  meetings,  including  luncheons  and  tours  for  timely  promotion  to 
aid  the  better  movement  of  local  fruits,  vegetables  and  flowers* 
This  last  is  carried  on  by  the  Director. 

As  to  the  details  of  our  many  services,  let  us  start  with  our 
fruit  and  vegetable  shipping  point  inspection.  This  inspection  for 
grade  and  condition  is  carriec}'  out  by  state  inspectors  under  super- 
vision of  the  U.S.D.A.  Standardisation  and  Inspection  Branch  and  pro- 
vides shipper  with  Federal-State  inspection  certificate,  allowed  as 
prima  facie  evidence  in  all  courts.  All  inspectors  are  required  to 
qualify  for  Federal  inspectors1  licenses  for  produce  inspected.  This 
inspection  is  required  for  all  exports,  Government  purchases,  and  is 
available  to  all  financially  interested  parties  on  a  fee  basis.  Last 
fall  an  unforeseen  new  inspection  service  developed  with  the  U.S.D.A. 
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school  lunch  purchase  program  for  cranberries,  to  aid  the  cranberry- 
growers  in  reouperating  from  the  damaging  government  edict  a  previous 

year. 
^daadcaac*  This  program  alone  recuirec  an  increase  in  "Lonporary  inspect- 

ors  and  lasted  from  September  well  into  Declember.   In  addition,  a 
sizeable  export  apple  movement ,  only  slightly  less  than  the  previous 
year  which  was  unnusually  heavy  due  to  greatly  reduced  crops  in  all 
Europe,  developed.  After  the  first  of  the  year  a  U.S.D.A.  Government 
Purchase  Program  of  potatoes  for  school  lunch  and  charitable  in- 
stitutions became  effective,  which  in  addition  to  apple  exports  kept 
our  available  inspectors  in  the  Connecticut  Valley  continually 
occupied  well  into  the  spring.  As  a  result  of  this  heavy  demand  for 
shipping  point  inspection,  which  is  required  and  carried  out  on  a 
fee  basis,  bringing  substantial  returns  to  the  General  Fund,  the  in- 
spection of  stores  in  connection  with  the  apple  and  potato  branding 
laws  was  seriously  curtailed*  This  resulted  in  only  a  token  adminis- 
tration of  the  three  branding  laws  entrusted  to  us,  but  for  which  the 
Legislature  failed  to  see  fit  to  approve  two  special  inspectors  del- 
egated for  this  work*  Thus,  when  our  shipping  point  inspection  is 
greatly  increased  as  this  year,  our  other  inspection  services  to  pro- 
tect the  buying  public  are  forced  to  be  reduced. 

All  C.A.  storage  establishments  were  registered  and  assigned  an 
identification  number,  as  specified  in  the  Kassachusetts  Apple  Law. 
The  air  constituents,  temperature,  and  humidity  of  all  C.A,  rooms  was 
checked  by  our  inspectors  approximately  once  a  month  for  the  first 
ninety  days  in  conjunction  with  records  kept  dally  at  storages.  This 
service  not  only  serves  to  keep  check  on  qualifying  C.A,  fruit,  but 
aids  the  storage  operator  in  being  sure  that  their  daily  records  are 
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corrcct.  All  apples  stored  in  these  C.A.  rooms,  operated  to  comply 
with  C.A.  requirements,  were  then  certified  as  C.A.  fruit.  Hany 
trailer  loads  of  these  C,A.  Hclntosh  were  inspected  as  to  grade  and 
certified  for  shipment  to  California. 

The  customary  blueberry  inspection  for  purity  was  carried  out 
during  July  and  August  at  our  small  laboratory  set  up  in  the  West 
Granville  Fire  Station.  This  service  is  requested  by  the  growers  and 
has  proved  very  beneficial. 

In  January  the  official  seed  inspection  started  with  the  sampling 
of  early  shipments  made  direct  to  market  gardeners,  consisting  primarily 
of  both  flower  and  vegetable  seeds  to  be  field  tested  for  trueness  to 
type.  The  testing  was  done  at  the  University  and  continued  until 
June  first.  The  sampling  and  testing  of  all  seeds  purchased  through 
the  State  Purchasing  Bureau  for  all  state  agencies  was  included  in 
this  official  seed  inspection,  ao  well  as  some  request  inspection  of 
seed  purchased  by  some  nearby  cities.  During  the  height  of  the  seed 
selling  season,  Karen  to  June,  seed  inspection  was  stepped  up.  In 
addition  to  checking  all  seed  on  sale  for  correct  and  complete  labeling, 
as  required  by  the  Kassachusetts  Seed  Law,  our  inspectors  drew  approx- 
imately 1200  official  samples  which  wore  submitted  to  the  Kassachusetts 
Seed  Laboratory  for  testing.  *0f  these,  approximately  150  vegetable 
and  300  flower  samples  were  to  bo  field  tested.  This  provided  a  good 
cross-section  of  all  kinds  of  seeds  representing  all  companies 
shipping  into  Massachusetts  through  all  channels  of  trade.  During 
the  spring  many  "stop  sale*  orders  were  issued,  particularly  on  grass 
mixtures  bearing  expired  test  dates j  thus  protecting  the  buying  public 
from  purchase  of  these  mixtures  until  relabeled  with  new  germination 
tests  of  later  date. 
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Due  to  unpredictable  request  for  shipping  point  inspection 
throughout  all  the  fall  and  winter,  the  last  xaonth  of  seed  inspec-        I 
tion,  June,  was  greatly  curtailed  due  to  necessity  of  stopping 
work  of  all  temporary  inspectors  for  lack  |  of  funds. 

The  U.S.D.A,  has  no  seed  inspectors  of  their  own  but  depend 
upon  each  state  to  report  all  apparent  violations  of  the  Federal 
Seed  Act,  We  cooperate  fully  with  the  UtS,D.A#  in  this  checking, 
furnishing  then  with  all  analysis  reports  together  with  all 
shipping  information  necessary  for  prosecution  of  cases  on  all 
samples  showing  apparent  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act. 

Finally,  due  to  cooperation  with  the  U.S.D.A.  in  enforcement 
of  the  Federal  Seed  Act,  Arthur  R.  Cone,  Inc.,  Buffalo,  New  York, 
was  prosecuted  and  paid  a  fine  of  $400.  this  Hay  in  connection 
with  shipping  seed  into  Kassachusetts  containing  noxious  weed  seed 
but  not  labeled.  As  over  95$  of  seed  sold  in  Kassachusetts  is 
shipped  in  from  other  states,  this  cooperation  in  enforcement  of 
the  Federal  Seed  Act  proves  very  effective  in  improving  quality  of 
seed  sold  in  Kassachusetts. 

Now  for  the  price  reporting  services  in  Boston,  our  market 

reporter  covers  the  Faneuil  Hall  Market  very  early  in  the  morning 
at  the  height  of  market  transactions  collecting  the  days  receipts, 
prices,  and  market  trends  from  nearby  suppliers  and  commission 
houses,  makes  direct  report  from  market  by  tape  over  telephone  for 
radio  and  television  transmission  at  6  A.H.  as  well  as  calls  to 
other  radio  stations  for  same  quick  dissemination.  Back  at  the 
office,  this  reporter  makes  cal3s  to  several  chain  store  head- 
quarters to  round  out  the  Boston  Market  information,  after  which 
he  exchanges  information  on  nearby  receipts  for  corresponding  in- 
formation on  shipped  in  out-of-state  produce  with  the  Federal  Market 
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Hcws  Service.  This  friendly  cooperation  benefits  both  the  Federal 
report  on  shipped  in  produce  and  our  own,  and  makes  for  efficiency. 
Finally,  when  all  statistics  aro  collected,  a  daily  Boston  Whole- 
sale Karket  Report  is  edited  and  nailed  to  a  large  subscription  list. 
In  addition  to  prices  and  trends,  this  report  carries  each  week  a 
summary  of  the  previous  weeks  receipts  and  comparison  with  corres- 
ponding week  the  previous  year.  During  the  pepk  marketing  season 
for  local  produce  during  August  and  into  September,  a  special  list- 
ing of  mid-week  F.O.B.  Hassachusotts  farm  prices,  together  with 
crop  notes  is  featured  on  the  Thursday  Boston  Wholesale  Produce  Kar- 
ket Report.  This  feature  came  about  by  the  increased  volume  of 
local  produce  being  sold  at  the  farms  to  markets  and  roadside  stands 
and  request  for  this  information  by  the  Boston  Harket  Gardeners' 
Association.  Also,  from  time  to  time,  pertinent  shipping  point  in- 
formation of  crop  prospects  and  condition,  as  well  as  meeting 
notioes,  are  also  included. 

We  also  have  a  wholesale  market  reporter  in  two  smaller  markets, 
Worcester  and  Springfield.  These  men  do  similar  work,  but  because 
of  no  Federal  reporter  in  these  cities  to  quote  the  out-of-state 
shipped  in  produce,  our  reporters  collect  and  report  both  of  these. 
These  reports  are  often  called  for  by  shippers  or  transporting 
rail  lines,  and  are  used  as  a  basis  for  claims  in  damage  suits. 
The  dissemination  of  both  these  reports  is  principally  through  local 
radio  and  small  mailing  list* 

In  the  Boston  Harket,  we  also  have  a  market  investigator  who 
edits  the  Special  Apple  Karket  Report,  giving  the  complete  apple 
marketing  picture  for  all  Hew  England  as  well  as  Massachusetts. 
This  report  is  issued  from  the  middle  of  August  until  the  completion 
of  the  controlled  atmosphere  marketing  in  June  -  twice  a  week  during 
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the  fall  heavy  marketing  season  when  prices  are  subject  to  more 
fluctuation  and  once  a  week  the  remainder  of  the  season.  Included 
in  this  are  the  following  features!  wholesale  prices  at  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  mid-week  F.O.B,  prices  at  Massachusetts  country 
shipping  points,  shipped  in  prices  for  out-of-state  apples  at 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York  storage  holdings  by  varieties, 
both  standard  and  controlled  atmosphere  storage,  with  emphasis  on 
Mcintosh  twice  a  month,  storage  holdings  for  the  other  New  England 
States  and  United  States  as  of  the  first  of  each  month  and  lastly, 
outside  city  and  shipping  point  prices  as  well  as  all  other  notices 
pertinent  to  the  apple  industry  whenever  space  permits.  This 
special  report  is  mailed  to  a  subscription  list,  even  to  subscribers 
on  west  coast,  and  it  has  been  called  the  best  and  most  complete 
apple  report  issued  in  the  east.  For  many  it  acts  as  a  guide  to  the 
better  marketing  of  the  apple  crop, 

A  retail  market  report  of  prices  covering  fruits,  .vegetables, 
fish,  meat,  and  dairy  products  collected  from  a  cross-section  of 
markets  in  greater  Boston,  with  comments  and  emphasis  being  placed 
on  nearby  fruit  and  produce  and  best  buys  is  issued  each  Wednesday 
by  a  retail  market  investigator.  This  is  mailed  without  charge  to 
a  large  list  requesting  this  service ,  In  addition,  this  investigator 
is  responsible  for  obtaining  and  furnishing  the  guest  of  the  Depart- 
ment on  Channel  5  TV  each  Friday,  It00-li30  P.M,   This  TV  spot  is 
furnished  without  charge  to  the  Department  as  a  public  service  and 
is  used  to  promote  all  phases  of  agriculture.  Due  to  accident, 
leave  of  absence  and  later  inability  of  regular  market  investigator 
to  continue  work,  this  assignment  was  carried  out  by  another  girl  of 
the  Department  on  a  temporary  basis. 
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During  the  principal  marketing  season  for  potatoes  in  the 
Massachusetts  Connecticut  Valley ,  one  of  our  market  investigators 
based  in  tho  Connecticut  Valley  collects  the  F.O.B.  prices  daily, 
and  then  telegraphs  them  to  the  Federal  office  in  Boston  where  they 
are  put  on  the  teletype  system  covering  the  United  States.  This 
service  was  requested  by  the  growers  and  packers. 

One  of  our  secretaries  has  the  responsibility  of  clearance 
of  all  press  releases  originating  in  all  divisions  and  also  issues 
a  monthly  crop  estimate  on  apples,  potatoes,  onions  and  cranberries, 
received  by  teletype  from  Washington  through  the  Boston  offico. 
This  release  is  mailed  to  a  list  requesting  this  service. 

Although  this  Division  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  new  legis- 
lation during  this  fiscal  year,  legislation  sponsored  by  the  Hass- 
achusetts  Farm  Bureau  was  passed  adding  the  word  "fruit"  to  the 
branding  regulation  regarding  the  use  of  the  word  "Native."  The 
regulation  now  reads,  "No  person  shall  sell,  or  offer  to  sell,  or 
pack  for  sale  or  distribution  in  the  Commonwealth  vegetables  or 
fruit  in  a  container  bearing  the  label  or  designation  "Native"  un- 
less the  name  of  the  state  in  which  such  vegetables  or  fruit  were 
grown  appears  immediately  after  the,  word  "Native."  Whoever  violates 
any  provision  of  this  section  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

Finally,  in  addition  to  all  the  detailed  aforementioned 
services  to  agriculture,  we  wish  to  emphasize  that  our  inspectors, 
through  the  shipping  point  inspection  service  carried  out  on  a 
fee  basis,  reimburse  the  state  treasury  each  year,  making  our  ser- 
vices partially  self-supporting.  The  amount  of  this  service  is 
strictly  problematical  and  cannot  be  estimated  as  it  depends  upon 
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nany  variable  factors  as  size  of  crop,  export  denand,  possible 
Govcrnnont  purchase,  CA  certification  for  shipment  to  California, 
and  other  causes  for  requcstod  inspection  for  certificate.     The 
following  figures  show  the  fruit  and  vegetable  inspection  foe 
billings  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,   1962  and  comparison  with 
corresponding  prev^ous  year. 

FRUIT  &  VEGETABLE    INSPECTION  FEE  DILLIHGS 

Season  1960-61  Season  1961-62 

Apples $1,200.21  $4,626.71 

Blueberries  (136  Certifs.h         753.49  (140  Certif.)    463.12 
Cranberries  ....♦.««  76.55  2,460.31 

Onions.  •••»••«••«  19.00 

Potato.  .»•«••*•«•        6,269.28  4,850.55 

Tonato. •  -  ...  11.25 

TOTAL  BILLIKGS $8,338.53  $12,411.94 

Reimbursement  for  Inspection 

Service  from  Federal  Government       1.396.61  SO. 20 

GEAND  TOTAL  $9,735,14  $12,492.14 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
July  1,  1961  -  June  30,  1962 

DIVISION  OF  PLANT  PEST  CONTROL  AND  FAIRS 
FATR?  AND  EXHIBITS  SECTION 

Although  there  were  many  hot  and  humid  days  in  late  July  and  during 
September,  and  several  humid  days  in  August,  still  this  did  not  affect 
the  attendance  at  fairs,  which  increased  over  the  previous  year  by  81,338, 
1,726,195  persons  attended  the  158  fairs  held  throughout  the  year.  Fairs 
were  grouped  as  follows;   seventeen  major,  twenty-eight  community,  twenty- 
three  youth,  seventeen  livestock,  seventy- three  grange.  Agricultural 
exhibits  at  these  fairs  amounted  to  84,205,  and  boys  and  girls  exhibited 
35,515  of  these. 

Sight  fairs  held  pari-mutuel  pacing  and  contributed  §393,427.31  to 
the  Agricultural  Purposes  Fund,  which  provides  money  for  agricultural 
prizes,  State  buildings  exhibits  and  repairs,  etc.  A  bill  was  passed 
this  year,  S14,  which  sets  aside  $50,000.00  from  the  Agricultural  Purposes 
Fund  for  scholarships  for  students  of  agriculture  and  others  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts*  $206,400.00  was  allotted  for  the  1961-62 
fiscal  year.  Fairs  received  $135,588.16,  involving  processing  8,004 
checks.  Fairs  contributed  &155, 619*02  of  their  own  funds,  making  a  total 
of  $291,207.18  awarded  to  exhibitors  of  agricultural  products  for  the 
year.  An  increase  was  asked  for  the  1962-63  budget,  the  total  amount 
requested  being  $221,600.00 

?he  following  awards  were  made  by  the  Division:   340  State  award 
ribbons  for  outstanding  agricultural  exhibits,  120  special  rosettes,  ten 
plaques,  twenty-eight  Golden  Egg  plaques,  one  poultry  plaque,  fifty-six 
silver  medals,  sixty  4-H  pens,  twelve  Paul  Revere  bowls,  4,000  4-H  pins, 
one  4-H  calf  blanket,   fifteen  soil  and  water  conservation  certificates. 
|Avards  were  made  at  agricultural  fairs  and  shows,  vocational  agricultural, 
P.F.A.,  and  4-H  contests,  flower  shows,  etc.  At  the  annual  dairy  festival 
in  June  eighty-nine  ribbons  were  awarded*   fifty-two  4-H  and  F.F.A.  con- 
tests, twenty-five  armed  services  contests,  and  twelve  dairy  princess 


2 

contest.  4-H  pens  were  awarded  at  the  Essex  County  4-H  Club  Congress. 

Silver  medals  in  recognition  of  4-H  achievement  vere  awarded  to  the  out- 
standing 4-H  girl  and  boy  in  the  State.  A  third  medal  was  given  to  the 
winner  of  the  annual  vocational  agricultural  public  speaking  contest  held 
in  *mherst  at  the  University.   The  4-H  Camp  *t  Amherst  was  partially 
financed  by  an  allotment  from  the  Division* 

$50.00  was  contributed  toward  the  Governor »s  green  pastures  award. 
$1,055.00  in  honorariums  was  contributed  by  the  Division  to  speakers  at 
agricultural  meetings  as  follows:   annual  Massachusetts  Fruit  Growers 
Association  meeting  held  in  January,  $405.00;  Massachusetts  Poultry 
Association  meetings  held  in  February  arid  March,  £150.00;  annual  American 
Horticultural  Society  meeting  held  in  October,  $500*00. 

Brockton  Fair  was  held  July  1-9  end  the  State  Building  was  open  during 
this  week.  The  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control,  in  cooperation  with  the 
U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture,  had  *.n  exhibit  this  year  showing  damage 
to  and  control  of  Japanese  Beetle,  and  also  nursery  inspection  work.  The 
Division  of  Poultry  displayed  ducks,  turkeys  and  chickens,  beginning  with 

* 

incubation.  The  Department  of  Natural  Resources  had  an  educational 
exhibit  of  water  control  through  plantings  of  shrubs  and  trees.  There 
vere  also  exhibits  of  bayberry  candles,  small  fruits  and  nursery  stock, 
carnations,  African  violets,  pottery  making,  Cape  Cod  cranberries,  and 
various  steps  in  the  propagation  of  gloxinias  and  gesneiads.  The  Brockton 
School  Department  had  an  educational  exhibit  on  a  family  fall-out  shelter, 
ihere  was  also  a  sales  counter  for  Massachusetts  agricultural  products. 

At  the  State  Building  at  Eastern  States  Exposition,  Vest  Springfield, 
cpt.  16-24,  the  display  at  the  entrance  and  front  foyer  of  the  building 
as  made  up  of  roses,  chrysanthemums  and  African  violets.  Department 
exhibits  were  represented  by  the  Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  showed  control  of 
Japanese  Beetle,  samples  of  lawn  sod  for  the  education  of  the  public  in 


3 
Wanting  methods  and  lawn  care;  the  Division  of  Poultry,  in  cooper: tion 

/ith  the  Massachusetts  Poultry  Association  had  a  display  of  hatching  duck 
jggs.  Other  agricultural  exhibits  were  Berkshire  maple  products,  cran- 
berries, bees  and  honey,  apples  and  cider,  Christmas  trees,  vegetables, 
Live  mink  and  furs,  and  an  exhibit  showing  modern  transportation  of  milk. 
the  University  of  Massachusetts  had  two  exhibits,  depicting  careers  in 
igrlcultural  industries  and  in  science  research  teaching.  Other  exhibits 
.ncluded  4-H  Conservation  Camp,  demonstrations  by  a  potter,  silversmith, 
nd  weavers,  sportsmen's  exhibit,  8tate  Police,  Clarke  School  for  the 
leaf  and  the  Mt.  Tom  Ski  Area. 

The  forty-second  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural 
airs  Association  was  held  in  Pittsfield  January  15-16.  '^he   Director 
poke  at  the  afternoon  session  on  the  16th  on  "Fairs  Are  Big  Business", 
e  mentioned  the  fact  that  ninety  million  visited  fairs  in  1961  -  one  of 
very  two  persons  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  He  stated  that  fairs 
ave  done  their  part  to  help  the  United  States  arrive  at  its  present 
osition  of  the  best  clothed  and  best  fed  in  the  world,  as  pompetitige 
xhibits  at  fairs  have  been  an  asset  in  bringing  forth  a  better  agricul- 
ire.  They  have  performed  great  service  in  introducing  better  methods 
f  farming,  new  types  of  stock,  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  in  furthering 
3e  of  farm  machinery.  The  Director  informed  the  group  of  the  work  done 
i  this  Division  to  assist  fairs,.  Previous  to  this  meeting,  many  meet- 
lgs  took  place  making  plans  for  it,  and  also  meeting  regarding  the 
ranges  In  the  grange  score  card.  These  changes  were  voted  on  at  the 
Jeting,  and  were  unanimously  approved* 

Six  Paul  Revere  bowls  were  awarded  at  the  above  meeting  for  agricul- 
tral  innovations  at  the  following  fairs:   Barrington,  for  an  outside 
rooming  parlor;  Brockton,  for  a  farmyard;   Kastern  States  Exposition, 
>r  a  sliding  scale  for  premium  money  in  cattle  classes;  Middleboro,  for 
rock  garden;  Weymouth,  for  its  theme  for  competitive  grange  exhibits; 
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Topsfield  (Grand  Award),  for  premium  book  cover  contest,  with  high  school 

students  in  the  area  competing.  Pictures  of  these  entries  were  framed  and 
put  on  display  at  the  meeting.  A  plaque  was  awarded  to  ftalph  &ice  of 
Plainfield  in  recognition  of  agricultural  achievement  for  distinguished 
service  in  the  interests  of  agricultural  fairs  in  Massachusetts.   Lists 
of  fair  dates  were  distributed  at  tiie  meeting  and  copies  of  Mr.  Hunt's 
talk  "Fairs  and  Civilization11  were  also  given  out. 

On  April  25  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Fairs  Association  held  its 
tenth  annual  meeting  at  A.  ft.  Parker's,  &ast  Brid&ewater.   At  the  business 
session  the  Director  reported  on  Massachusetts  fairs  for  eight  eastern 
counties,  in  which  100  fairs  were  held  from  July  1  to  April  1.  On  May  7 
the  Western  Massachusetts  Fairs  Association  held  its  33rd  annual  meeting 
it  the  Haiipden  County  Improvement  League  Building  in  Vest  Springfield. 
rhe  Director  reported  on  the  fifty  Massachusetts  fairs  held  in  the  four 
-reste rn  counties. 

Meetings  held  throughout  the  year  included  those  concerning  revision 
)f  the  grange  score  card,  Avenue  of  States  Association  at  Baste rn  States 
deposition,  Boston  Common  Dairy  festival,  Massachusetts  4-H  Foundation, 
iany  meetings  were  held  regarding  hearings  before  the  Legislature  on  bills 
jonceming  fairs.  Meetings  were  also  held  with  the  Division  of  Building 
instruction  regarding  tiling  the  floor  at  Eastern  States  Exposition  and 
'epairs  to  the  tower  at  Brockton*  and  waterproofing  and  pointing  up  the 
mtire  building. 

Fairs  receiving  $200  and  over  were  inspected.  A  new  inspection  sheet 
las'been  printed,  which  includes  the  reporting  of  all  types  of  fairs. 

Calendars  were  sent  to  leaders  of  agricultural  organizations  and 
>fficers  of  commodity  groups.  Fairs  letters  were  sent  to  fair  officials 
aid  others  connected  with  fair  business*  Both  publications  were  sent  to 
newspapers  and  radio  and  TV  stations.  Over  300  lists  of  fairs  were  dis- 
ributed,  many  out-of-state. 
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Requests  were   received  for  allotments  of  State  agricultural  prize 
ioney  from  170  fairs  to  be  held  during  the  1962-63  year,   as  follows: 
seventeen  major,   thirty-three  community,   twenty-seven  youth,   twenty  live' 
stock,   seventy-three  grange. 
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Annual  Report  July  lf  1961  to  June  30f  1962 


Plant  Pest  Control  Section 
Division  of  Plant  Post  Control  and  Pairs 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture 


P.  C.  Kuzmiski,  Assistant  Director  of 
Plant  Pert  Control 


FOREWORD 

In  1902,  the  legislature  passed  "an  act  to  authorize  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture  to  appoint  a  State  Nursery  Inspector  and  to  provide 
for  the  protection  of  trees  and  shrubs  from  injurious  insects  and  dis- 
eases." 

The  act  was  amended  numerous  times  with  the  latest  amendment 
being  in  1953.  Under  this  latest  addition,  Section  17t  we  find;  "The 
said  director,  either  personally  or  through  his  assistants,  shall  in- 
spect at  least  once  each  year  each  nursery  or  place  where  nursery  stock 
is  grown,  and  if  no  dangerous  insects  or  fungus  pests  are  found  therein, 
ho  shall  give  a  certificate  to  that  effect.  If  such  pests  are  found 
therein  the  owner  of  the  stock  shall  take  such  measures  to  suppress  the 
same  as  the  director  shall  prescribe,  and  no  certificate  shall  be  given 
until  he  has  satisfied  himself  by  a  subsequent  inspection  that  all  such 
pests  have  been  suppressed*  He  shall  determine  the  season  for  inspect- 
ing nurseries  and  the  form  of  certificates  to  be  given,  but  in  no  case 
shall  he  issue  a  certificate  to  continue  in  force  after  July  first  next 
following  the  date  of  inspection." 

A*  early  as  19$2  it  w&i  realised  tfc&t  inspection  cf  nursery 
stock  was  needed  if  curtailment  of  insects  and  diseases  was  to  bo  a  rea- 
lization. The  program  has  grown  within  the  department  of  agriculture 
until  it  now  includesi  (1)  the*' inspect! on  of  the  plant  stock  growing  in 
nursery  establishments  and  the  certification  of  such  stock  as  to  apparent 
freedom  from  plant  pests  and  diseases;  (2)  the  issuance  of  nursery  agents' 
licenses  permitting  sales  in  Massachusetts  of  nursery  stock  from  certified 
nurseries  in  the  United  States;  (3)  the  certification  of  plant  shipmonts 
to  other  states  and  to  foreign  countries;  (4)  the  inspection  of  plant 
stock  from  other  countries  which  is  called  Post-entry  Plant  inaterial; 
(5)  collaboration  with  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  in 


its  various  quarantine  and  survey  programs;    (6)  enforcement   of  plant 
quarantines;    (7)  field  surveys  to  determine  the  extent  or  status  of 
plant  pest  infestations;    (8)  public  relations  activities* 

Programs 


Inspection  and  certification  of  nurseries 

The  main  and  basic  program  of  this  division  is  the  inspection 
of  the  stock  in  nurseries  in  the  commonwealth.  This  is  done  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  the  plants  are  relatively  free  from  injurious  insects  and 
diseases ,  and  the  issuance  of  certificates  to  the  certified  nurseries* 

The  nursery  industry  is  a  constantly  expanding  one  and  this  year 
495  establishments  were  inspected  and  certified,  an  increase  of  49  over 
last  year. 

A  breakdown  of  these  establishments  is  as  follows: 
Type  of  Stock  (plant)      No.  of  Establishments  Appro x. Acreage 


Gcnoral 

(Deciduous.  Evergreen 
Perennial) 

Berry  (Bluoberry,  Raspberry 
Strawberry) 

Dahlia  and  Gladiolus 

Greenhouse 


401 

31 

12 

51 


2.399 


79.4 

70.4 


TOTAL:  495  2.548.2 

The  nursery  inspection  reports  which  were  sent   into  this  office 
showed  the  following  insects  and  diseases  to  be  present  in  the  nurseries: 
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Insects  Found  in  Kassachusotts  Nurseries  -  1961 


Insect 

(Conimon  Name) 

Japanese  Beetle 


Oyster  Shell  Scale 

Black  Vine  Weevil 

Red  Spider 

White  Pino  Weevil 

Rhododendron  Lacewlng 

Gypsy  Koth 

Aphids 

Willow  Leaf  Beetle 
Leaf  Galls 
Leaf  Tiers 
Birch  Leaf  Miner 
Spruce  Gall  Aphid 
Holly  Leaf  Miner 
Cankerworms 
Oak  Leaf  Miner 
Pine  Shoot  Moth 
Locust  Leaf  Miner 
Rose  Chafer 
Kt.  Ash  Sawfly 
Fletcher  Scale 

Roundheaded  Borer 
Locust  Leaf  Roller 

Spruce  Borer 


No.  Of 
Nurseries 

Infested 

— 

158 


Plants  Found 
Infostcd 

Malus,  Linden,  Flowering 
Cherry,  Roses,  Mt»  Ash 


39 

Willow,  Lilac 

4 

Azaleas,  Taxus 

64 

Almond,  Spruce 

11 

Pine 

14 

Rhododendron,  Pioris,  Aster 

1 

Building 

40 

Maple,  Hawthorne,  Cotton- 
easter,  Flowering  Crabs 

14 

Willow 

2 

Oaks 

3 

Azaleas,  Lilac,  Maple 

56 

Birch,  Pieris 

1 

Spruce 

1 

Holly 

1 

Locust 

1 

Oak 

4' 

White  Pine 

2 

Locust 

7 

Rose 

1 

Mt.  Ash 

16 

Taxus 

3 

Apple 

4 

Locust 

4 

Norway  Spruce 
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Pine  Bark  Aphid 
Maple  Mite 
Earwigs 
Bagvrorui 
Fall  Wcbworn 
Thrips 

Rhododendron  Borer 
Mealy  Bug 
Oak  Leaf  Gall 
Euonycius  Scalo 
Locaniuru  Scale 
Tarnishod  Plant  Bug 
Loaf  Hoppors 
Scurfy  Scale 
Terrapin  Scale 
Lilac  Borer 


1 

White  Pine 

1 

Kaplo 

1 

Taxus 

1 

Arborvitae 

I 

1 

Oak 

4 

Gladiolus 

2 

Rhododendron 

2 

Taxus 

Oak 

5 

Euonymus 

4 

Barberry 

1 

Peach 

1 

Apple 

1 

Apple 

1 

Maple 

1 

Lilac 
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Insect 

Iso»    of  Nurseries   Tnfested 

Host  Plants 

Japaneso  Beetle 

10 

Wild  Grapes 

Mummy  Berry 

3 

Blueberry 

Lantana  Woria 

^                     1 

31ueborry 

Firo  Blight 

1 

Kaspbe cry,  Strawberry 

Insects  &   Diseases   Found  in  Hassac'iusctts  Greenhouses 

-  1961 

Insect 

Uo»   of  Greenhouses  Infostod 

Aphids 

<5 

Red  Spider 

9 

Black  Spot 

1 

Mum  Gall  Midge 

1 

Sooty  Hold 

1 

Citrus  Scale 

1 

White  Fly 

1 

Disease  Found  in 

Massachusetts  Hur series 

Powdery  Mildew 

9 

• 

Lilac 

Sooty  Mold 

1 

Magnolia 

tfummy  Berry 

3 

31ueberry 

Fire  Blight 

1 

Pear 

Phytophthora  Die- 

-Back                       /     1 

Lab  v?  mora 

kpple  Scab 

.                         ■    4 

Apple 

-ytospora 

1 

Willow 

Black  Knot 

% 

Cherry 

As  is  indicated  by  our  records,  numerous  insects  anc!  diseases 
were  found  in  tho  nurseries,  but  not  in  any  serious  proportion.   It  is 
possible  to  assume  that  the  nurseries  are  infested  with  many  types  of 
destructive  posts;  however,  this  is  not  the  case* 

Tho  above  insects  wore  found  in  varying  degrees,  but  all  are 
found  thruout  the  state. 

V/e  are  pleased  to  report  that  no  new  insects  were  found  in 
Massachusetts  nurseries  during  tho  year  1961. 

Referring  again  to  the  insect  list,  we  find  that  Oyster-shell 
scale,  Japanese  Beetle,  Red  Spider,  Birch  Leaf  Hiner  and  Aphids  were 
quite  common  and  prevalent. 

In  many  cases  notification  tags  were  issued  to  the  nurseryman 
calling  attention  to  the  insect  infestations,  and  checks  were  made  to 
be  sure  they  were  eliminated. 
PERSONNEL 

Personnel  involved  in  carrying  out  the  many  and  varied  pro- 
grams included  the  Assistant  Director  of  Plant  Pest  Control,  a  Super- 
vising Nursery  Inspector,  a  Plant  Pest  Suppressor  Foreman  and  during 
tho  period  July  1  to  September  15,  seven  entomology  students  from  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  employed  as  Nursery  Inspectors.  These  in- 
spectors were  assigned  the  duty  of  inspecting  the  nurseries  and  garden 
centers  thruout  the  state. 
AGISTS  LXCFflSFS 

In  accordance  with  Massachusetts  law,  175  licenses  were  issued 
to  persons  who  offer  for  sale  within  the  commonwealth,  nursery  stock 
but  who  do  not  actually  grow  this  riaterial.  Requirements  for  issuance 
of  a  license  include  a  listing  of  sources  of  supply.  This  is  done  in 
order  to  chec^  whether  or  not  their  sources  of  supply  are  certified 
nurserymen. 
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CI   :TIPICATIOIT   OP   iTW'Vr   STOCK  C0N,IG>;;'D  TO  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES 

Another  pro.^raa  in  which  our  personnol   is   engaged  is  the   in- 
spection  and  certification  of   plant     aterial  conai^ned  to  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

A  breakdown  of   inspected  material   is  as  fc      ows: 


NUW     :R   OP  SHIPHEHTS  BY  TYPE 

OP   STOCI 

Country  of 
Destination 

Carnation                                          Seeds 
Cuttings            Orchids              Forest  Tree 

Bulbs 

Miscl. 

1 

Canada 

1 

Costa  Rica 

1 

Central  America 

1 

Japan 

1 

Bermuda 

1 

Greece 

1 

Germany 

1 

3 

Sweden 

2 

2 

Franco 

1 

1 

• 

Mexico 

1 

England 

1 

1 

1 

Holland 

1 

1 

Columbia 

i 

1 

Australia 

3 

Italy 

1 

)enmarlc 

1 

?eru 

1 

^lgium 

^^ 

-1 

- 

- 

TOTAL: 

5                           3 

16 

3 

4 
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A  total  of  31  shipments  wore  made  to  foreign  countries. 
Altho  carnation  cuttings  are  beginning  to  make  up  the  bulk  of  all  ship- 
cents,  thi3  past  year  most  of  the  shipments  consisted  of  tree  seeds. 

Each  of  the  31  shipments  is  accompanied  by  a  phytosanitary 
certificate  giving  complete  information  as  to  consignor,  description 
of  packages,  means  of  transportation,  quantity  and  botanical  name  of 
stock  and  certification  as  to  substantial  freedom  from  plant  pests  in- 
cluding any  special  additional  certification  relating  to  freedom  from 
exposure  to  specified  pests  during  the  growing  season. 

Occasionally,  we  are  called  upon  to  inspect  plant  material 
consigned  not  to  a  foreign  country,  but  to  other  states  that  require 
special  certification.  This  past  year  shipments  were  made  to  California, 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  Maryland. 
Collaboration  With  the  United  States  Department  of  Apiculture 

This  division  works  closely  with  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  in  the  enforcement  of  plant  quarantines. 

The  commonwealth  maintains  no  state  quarantines,  but  we  act 
as  cooporators  in  aiding  to  enforce  the  applicable  federal  quarantines 
in  this  state. 

One  of  these  is  federal  quarantine  No.  37,  which  allows  per- 
sons to  import  into  this  country  plant  material  provided  they  agree 
in  writing  to  grow  the  plants  £n  detention  for  two  growing  soasons. 
During  those  two  growing  seasons  we  inspoct  tho  material  for  the  possible 
presence  of  dangerous  insects  and  diccasos. 

The  following  material  was  released  from  detontion  in  the  fall 
of  19G1: 
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No. 


Plant  Name 


Country  of  Origin 


2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

5 

4 

4 

12 

2 

2 

I 

I 

) 


00 


Bcrbcris  dorwinii 

Daphno  burkwoodii 

*         soraorsct 

Aosculus  carnea 
Anthurium 


Sorbus  hungarica 
n    thuringiaca 
11    splendida 

Hibiscus 

Daphno  retusa 

Hydrangea  intermedia 

Rosa  willinattiae 

Sorbus  aucuparia 

Euonymus 

Aesculus  carnea 

n       parviflora 

Hydrangea  petiolario 

Quoreus  robur 

Hydrangea  petiolasie 

Walnut  trees 

» 

Dianthus 

Acer  platanoides 

Rose  bushes 


England 
Holland 
Had or i a   Island 


Holland 
Holland 


Fnrland 
England 
Canada 
Holland 


Fn^land 
Norway 
Belgium 
Germany 
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The  following  material  was  being  hold  in  detention  during  the  fall  of  1961: 
100        Hydrangea  potiolaris  Holland 

13        Rose  bushes  Germany 

3        Rosa  n 


6 

Ribus  grassularia 

50 

Acor  platanoides 

10 

Aesculus  carnea 

10 

Sorbus  aria 

100 

Aesculus  parviflora 

100 

Bcrberis 

100 

Ligustrua 

12 

Rose  bushes 

25 

rt     it 

3 

Euonymus 

6 

Rubus 

100 

Acer  platanoides 

2 

Juniperous  chinesis 

Holland 


w 
n 

n 


Scotland 

England 

Canada 
tt 

Belgium 
Canada 

As  is  seen  from  the  above,  a  great  deal  of  people  are  im- 
porting plant  material  from  foreign  countries*  From  the  standpoint  of 
jewf  plants  for  the  gonoral  public,  we  are  glad  to  see  the  importation 
tf  new  varieties.  We  must,  however,  be  on  the  lookout  for  new  and  danger- 
ous insects  and  diseases. 

After  the  material  is  released  from  detention,  it  is  in 
one  cases  crossed  with  other  plants  to  obtain  better  plants  for  this 
rca  of  the  country. 

Under  Federal  Plant  Quarantine  No.  63  (tfhito  Pino  Blister 

ust),  the  division  issued  220  currant  and  162  gooscborry  permits  so 

hat  these  plants  could  be  brought  into  certain  cities  and  towns  in 
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this  state,   Pernits  were  refused  in  34  instances,  because  the  stock  was 
consigned  to  control  area  townships  in  which  such  planting  is  prohibited 
I  by  regulation. 

Another  quarantine  with  vhich  we  are  concerned  is  Federal  Black 
Stem  Rust  Quarantine  No.  33.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  quarantine  in- 
spection is  made  of  a  number  of  nurseries  to  ascertain  whothor  or  not  they 
are  growing  rust-resistant  varieties  of  Berberis,  Hahoberberis  and  Ilahonia, 

Inspections  were  made  in  a  number  of  establishments  during  the 
month  of  July.  Since  this  is  a  federal  quarantine  we  worked  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Tho  following  nurseries  in  Kassachusetts  aro  authorized  to  grow 
rust-resistant  varieties  of  tho  above  mentioned  plants. 


Adams  Nursery,  Inc. 
Arbor-way  Nurseries, Inc. 
Atwater  Nursery 
Bay  State  Nursory 
Cherry  Hill  Nurseries 
Corliss  Bros.  Inc. 
Kelsey,  Harlan  P. Inc. 


Springfield  Rd.  Westf'ield 

Old  Sudbury  Rd.  South  Lincoln 

338  South  St.  Agawaa 

A^ington 

Cherry  Hill  St.  We3t  Newbury 

« 

Eusex  Rd.   Ipswich 
I)swich  Rd.   Boxford 


Uttlefield-Wyman  Nursery,   Inc.     227  Centre  Ave.  Abington 
Stobbart's  Nurseries  444  E,  Central  St.  Franklin 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  no  restricted  varieties  were 
found  during  the  summer  inspection. 
Field  Survov s 

Surveys  are  done  thruout  the  year  as  time  and   personnel  permit. 

Altho  the  inspection  of  plant  material  for  insects  and  diseases  is  our 

Principal  job,  wo  like  to  take  as  much  time  as  possible  and  visually 

scout  for  the  possible  presence  of  now  dangerous  insects  and  diseases 

that  could  easily  threaten  >JassachusQtts  crops* 
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One  such   survey  Is  done    in  the  fall  of   the  year  for   the  possible 
presence  of  the  European  Corn  Borer. 

An  extensive  survey  was  conducted  in  Essex,  Kiddle sex,   Plymouth 
and  Bristol  counties  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  state.       The  above  men- 
tioned counties,   however,   grow  most  of  the  field  and   sweet  corn  in  this 
state. 

The  purpose  of  this  survey  was  threefold;    (1)   in  collaboration 
with  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,   they  were  looking  for 
the  presence  of  Witchweed   (a  parasitic  weed  on  corn);    (2)  for  Dr.  Earl 
S.  Raun,  who  is  a  research  entomologist  on  corn  borer  parasites;  and 
(3)  for  the   State  Department  of  Agriculture.     Wc  were  collecting  data 
relative  to  the  incidence  of  the  corn  borer  in   these  countios, 

A  summary  of  tilts  survey   is  listed  in  the  following  table: 


County 
Bristol 

Essex 
Hampden 
Hampshire 
Middlesex 
Norfolk 
Plymouth 
TOTAL: 
Average 


Acreage 

SO 

9.25 

2.0 

4.0 
52.25 

3.5 
50.0 
151.50 
21.64 


Average  % 

Plants 
Infested 

71 

56 

23 

54 

53.6 

66.3 

43.5 

359.4 

»w^    urn    ■« 

61.3 


Average  No. 

Borere 
Per  Plant 

Average  No. 
Borors 
100  Plants 

3.1 

275 

2.7 

190 

1.0 

52 

1.6 

144 

1.7 

117.9 

1.5 

100.8 

9  0 

116.4 

13.8 

996.1 

1.9 


142.3 
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From  the  above  survey  one  can  see  that  the  total, average  in- 
cidence of  the  boror  is  1.9  borer  per  plant.  This  can  very  well  be  callod 
i  low  infestation  by  this  pest.   It  is  hoped  that  future  surveys  will  en- 
;ail  noro  acreage  and  more  count ios  thruout  the  state  to  obtain  a  more 
•eprescntativo  picture  of  the  infestation.    I 

A  more  detailed  picture  of  this  survey  can  be  found  in  the  fol- 
.owing  table: 

uropcan  corn  borer  parasite  recoveries  in  Massachusetts.  Larvae  collected 

n  1961 


ounty 
Township 


Total 

Coll. 

larvae 

No. 

observed 

2 

43 

1 

15 

1 

29 

2 

29 

5 

33 

6 

33 

7 

33 

8 

34 

4 

5 

9 

29 

3 

23 

Larvae  parasitized  by: 
Chelonus  Kacrocentrus 

annulipcs  gifuensis 

No.         %  No.         % 


Total 
No.       % 


ristol 

Dighton 
Swansea 
ssex 
Ames bury 


Andover 


Danvers 


.mpden 

Agawam 

upshire 

Had ley 

ddlesex 

Grot on 

Holliston 

Hoplcint  on 

Sherborn 

Tcwksbury 

rfolk 

St ought on 
T^outh 
Bridgewater 
Halifax 

Rochester 

Total 


2,3 


16 
6 


37.2 
40.0 


9 

31.0 

13 

44.8 

7 

21.2 

7 

21.2 

4 

12.1 

8 

23.5 

5 

17.2 

8 

23.6 

1 

2 
4 
3 
5 


22 


18 

28 

27 
28 
27 
29 

37 

34 

33 
38 
40 

650 


12 

6 
6 

11 
4 

14 

9 

13 
1 
8 

0.2       172 


17     39.5 


27.3 

42.9 

22.2 
21.4 
40.7 
13.8 
37.8 

26.5 

39.4 

2.6 

20.0 

26.5        173     26.6 
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Another  survey  which  was  done  this  year  was  for  the  possible 
presence  of  an  insect  called  the  Earopoan  Chafer.  This  insect  is  con- 
sidered to  be  a  pest  of  economic  importance  and  causes  heavy  damago  to 
pasture  and  sod  lands.  Infestations  of  the  chafer  are  now  found  in  the 
states  of  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  West  Virginia,  and  Federal  quaran- 
tines against  this  insect  are  now  in  force.  This  insect  can  be  spread  rapidly 
and  readily  by  automobile  movements  from  the  heavily  infested  areas,  as 
some  of  the  turnpikes  and  thruways  pass  directly  through  these  areas. 

A  systematic  grub-digging  plan  was  followed  in  a  suspect  area 
located  in  Hampshire  County.  The  grubs  found  were  all  submitted  to 
U.S.D.A.  authorities  for  identification.  It  is  heartening  to  report  that 
all  grub  identifications  proved  to  be  negative. 

European  Chafer  trap  locations  were  selected  as  shown  by  the 
following  summary  j 

Chemical  or  Bait  Traps  -  distributed  as  follows: 
County  Number  of  Traps 

Berkshire  3 

Hampden  1 

Hampshire  4 

Middlesex  1 

Essex  1 

Suffolk  «  JL 

Total I    11 
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I31ack  Light  Traps  -  distributed  as  follows: 
County  Number  of  Traps 

Berkshire  2 

Hampden  2 

Hampshire  '      4 

Worcester  1 

Middlesex  1 

Plymouth  1 

Barnstable  1 

Total:      12 

Survey  work  was  also  done  during  the  fall  and  wintor 
of  1961  on  land  surrounding  several  nurseries  for  the  possible 
presence  of  gypsy  moth  egg  masses •  During  fall  and  winter  is 
an  excellent  time  to  visually  scout  for  the  Qgg  masses  as  the 
leaves  have  all  fallen  from  the  deciduous  trees.  Scouting  is 
done  around  those  nurseries  that  have  large  amounts  of  wooded 
areas  which  would  be  possible  host  areas  for  the  gypsy  moth. 

In  our  scouting  we  did  find  several  egg  masses  and 
these  were  painted  with  creosote  in  order  to  be  sure  the  eggs 
did  not  hatch  the  following  spring. 

In  all  cases  we  found  only  a  few  egg  massos.  if  we 
can  keep  up  with  this  painting  of  the  ogg  masses  we  f col  cer- 
tain we  can  keep  the  spread  of  this  post  to  a  bare  minimum  in 

the  nursery. 

Scouting  will  be  done  during  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1962  in  order  to  continue  in  our  program  of  aid  and  protection 
to  the  nursery  and  their  owners. 
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Public  Relations  Activities 

A  major  part  of  our  work  consists  of  the  identification  and  con- 
trol measures  for  insects  and  diseases,  We  also  do  considerable  worlc  with 
plant  identification  and  their  growing  requirements. 

A  breakdown  of  those  inquiries  is  as  follows s 

Leaflets  distributed  319       Nursery  Lists    110 

Personal  office  calls  46       Letters  received  1,359 

It  might  be  well  to  note  that  many  inquiries  are  received  by 
students  asking  for  various  information  on  Kassachusetts  agriculture.  In 
particular,  many  requests  are  received  for  soil  samples.  These  inquiries 
are  forwarded  to  Dr.  William  G.Colby  of  the  Agronomy  Department  of  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  in  Amhnrst,  Kassachusetts.  From  here  informa- 
tion as  well  as  a  sample  of  sterilized  soil  is  sent  out  to  the  student. 

Working  closely  with  tho  U.S.D.A.,  the  Waltham  Field  Station 
and  tho  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  and  many  others  we  are  able 
to  give  each  and  every  inquiry  our  closest  attention. 

Another  phase  of  public  relations  which  was  engaged  in  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  displays  and  exhibitions. 

Displays  were  staged  at  the  Brockton  fair  during  the  month  of 
July  and  at  tho  Eastern  States  Exposition  in  September. 

The  display  at  the  Brockton  fair  consisted  of  a  rose  garden 
(formal)  with  large  display  cases  on  either  side  depicting  the  destructive- 
ness  of  tho  Japanese  Beetle  and  the  Gypsy  Moth.  A  lawn  was  in  front  of 
this  and  a  display  table  with  literature  and  samples  of  destruction. 

In  the  display  at  the  Eastern  States  Exposition  a  front  door 

opening  onto  a  lawn  and  a  formal  rose  garden  was  nice  scenery  for  the 

display  boards  telling  the  story  of  the  Japanese  Beetle.  A  model  of  a 

Post  office  was  also  erected  and  told  the  story  of  plant  shipping  and 

the  work  the  department  does  in  conjunction  with  plant  shipping. 
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fnfjulrlea   Eclated  to   Plant  Pest  Control 


Wasps 

fleas 

termite  control 

mildew 

milky  spore 

cankerworms 

earwigs 

rat  8 

scorpions 

earthworms 

Japanese  beetlo 

meal  moths 

ants 

orchard  diseases 

cedar  disease 

clover  mites 

red  spider 

saw-tooth  grain  beetles 

Dutch  elm  disease 

powder-post  beetles 

bees 

midges 

hornets 

cereal  bugs 

pas  on  ivy 

pond  scum 

silverlTish 

oak  borer 

andromedia  rust 

moles 

elm  leaf  beetle 

cockroaches 

caroet  beetles 

tomato  russet 

gall  makers 


oak  twig  pruner 
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Specimens   identified   in  the   office 

Ants 

Willow  leaf  beotles 
Spruce  borers 
Powder  post  booties 
Silk  Hoth 
Indian  ileal  Moth 
Dog  Lice 
Carpet  beetles 


Midges 

Mealcy-bugs 

Blra  leaf  beetles 

Cankcrworms 

Cockroaches 

Tomato  russet  mite 

Oak  twig  prune r 

clover  inites 

termites 


Inquiries  not  related  to  Plant  Pest  Control 

Weed  killers  Reforestation 


Spray  residue 
Weed  Control 
Lawn  care 
List  of  sprays 
Lawn  fertilizers 
Tree  care 
Pruning  Roses 

Types  of  grass  3eed 
Bulb  planting 
Soil  Reclamation 
Cesspool  construction 


Shipping  of  cultures 

Calendulas 

Kink  care 

Pigeons 

Ground  covers 

Experiment  on  squash 

Flowering  shrubs  and  their 

care 

Blueberry  plantings 

Soil  testing 

Use  of  poat  moss 

Soil  samples 
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notinps  and  Conferences  Attended 

Dvcabcr  1G,  1961  -  Meeting  at  Walt him  Fiold  Station  regarding  strawberry 

Lanting  stock  standards 

Dccnbcr  14,  1961  -  Mooting  with  Dr.  Baily  at  University  of  Massachusetts 

ggarding  strawberry  regulations  i 

xnuary  10,  1952  -  Fruit  meeting  -  Gardner 

inuary  23,  1962  -  Strawberry  certification  meeting  at  the  University  of 

issachusetts 

jbruary  7,  1962  -  N.  £.  ^urscryman^s  Meeting  at  the  Hotel  Kenmore,  Boston 

sbruary  8,  19G2  -  Massachusetts  Tree  hardens  and  Foresters  meeting,  Boston 

irch  G,  1902  -  if  or  coster  Horticultural  Show 

irch  19,  19G2  -  "oston  Flower  Show 

arch  21,22,23  -  Eastern  Plant  Board  -  Baltimore,  liaryland 

pril  12,  1962  -  Straw berry  regulations  meeting 

diversity  of  Massachusetts,  Amherst,  >Iass» 

Altho  the  inspection  of  nurseries  gets  first  attention,  wo  be- 
iove  alerting  the  public  to  new  insects  and  possible  insect  pests  is 
Lso  a  duty  and  our  responsibility. 

Statewide  alertness  to  insoct  and  disease  pests  can  only  lead 
>  keeping  theso  pests  to  a  m  inimum. 


Annual  Report  -  July  1.  1Q61  -  June  ?0.  104? 
Division  of  Poultry  and  Poultry  Products 
P.  C.  Boucher,  Director 


General 


This  report  is  limited  to  enumerating  the  highlights  of  the  Division 
of  Poultry  and  Poultry  Products.  For  more  derails  the  monthly  reports 
should  be  referred  to. 


Education 


The  staff  members  have  participated  in  educational  programs  throughout 
the  State.  Members  have  served  as  Instructors  at  Egg  Quality  Schools, 
£outh  Judging  events  for  Poultry  and  Eggs,  and  have  attended  various  State, 
bounty  and  local  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating  information 
ibout  our  work,  whenever  possible. 
Jronotion 


Events  whioh  promoted  poultry  and  eggs  included  exhibits  at  the 
Eastern  States  Exposition,  the  NEPPCO  Exposition,  the  Topsfield  Pair  and 
;he  Brockton  Pair.  Consumer  exhibits  were  also  held  in  retail  outlets, 
is  well  as  in  the  Home  Savings  Bank,  whioh  attraoted  much  attention. 

* 

>adio  and  T.V. 


Several  Radio  and  T.V.  reports  were  made  during  the  year.  In  some 
nstances  appearanoes  were  made  by  staff  members.   In  others,  arrangements 
fere  made  where  local  poultry  and/or  egg  leaders  appeared. 
P.  E.  N.  B.   (Poultry,' and  Egg  National  Board) 

The  Director  was  again  Chairman  of  "March  Is  Egg  Ronth".  A  program 
•lanned  by  a  committee  representing  the  egs   industry  of  New  England, 
'oultry  and  Egg  National  Board,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
ho  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  was  executed  with  precision. 
t  was  considered  the  best  on  record*   Consumer  information  was  dis- 
eminated  through  mass  media,  including  newspapers,  Radio  and  T.V. 
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lioEulator; 


The  inspection  of  eggs  for  quality  and  size  at  retail,  wholesale  and 
farm  sale  stands  continued.  The  summary  is  as  follows: 


Dotal  Non-  Violations 

Inspections   Violations    Fresh     Sizing        Hearings   Court  Cases 


28&        2576       186       99  25       1 

The  total  number  of  inspections  was  reduced  below  the  figure  of 
"our  thousand  during  the  period  of  this  report,  due  to  the  death  of  one 
;taff  member  and  the  worsening  physical  condition  of  another  who  has 
pplied  for  disability  retirement  from  State  Service, 

'The  Governor  signed  into  law  on  May  1,  1962,  a  new  egs   marketing  law 
hlch  was  supported  by  the  Department  and  Division,  The  Director  worked 
losely  with  the  Massachusetts  Farm  Bureau  and  the  Massachusetts  Poultry 
ssociation  who  sponsored  this  Legislation.  The  new  statute  provides  a 
ew  slate  of  Grades  olosely  correlated  to  U.  S.  Standards, and  provides 
hat  all  eg^s  at  retail  be  marked  for  Grade.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
istory  of  the  Commonwealth  all  eggs  at  retail  are  subject  to  inspection 
or  Quality."  Inspection  for  size  has  been  in  effect  for  some  time, 
oultry  Breeding  and  Pullorum- Typhoid  Control 


The  Summary  of  Poultry  Farm  Inspections  is  as  follows: 

R.  0.  P.  Inspections  .   3^ 

« 

Hatchery  Inspections  3M- 

Plook  Certifications  9 

Flock  Approvals  30 

Farm  Inspections  73 

Poultry  Show  Inspections  35  - 

Random  Sample  Egg  Inspections  ,      11 

Hearings  held         ,  2 
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atlonal  Poultry  and  Turkey  Improvement  Plans'   Participation 

Breed inp:  Stages 

Hassaohusetts-U.  S.  K.O.P.  7  Flocks 

Massachusotts-U.S,   Performance  Tested  '             ^Flocks 

Kassachusetts-U.   S.  Certified  7  Flocks 

Massaohusottc-U.S,    Approved  25  Flocks 

Disease  Phase 


Massachusetts -U.S.   Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean 

Turkey  Breeding  Phase 

Massachusotts-U.   S.  Approved 
Turkey  -  Disease  Phase 

Hassachusetts-U.  S.   Pullorura-Typhold  Clean 

Game  Bird  Flocks 


92  Flocks 


2  Flocks 


12  Flocks 


Massachusetts-U.S.   Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean, 
Pheasants  and  Miscellaneous 

filbltion  Fowl 


^5  Flocks 


Massaohusetts-U.  S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean     19  Flocks' 
Massachusetts-U,  S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Passed     26  Flocks 
Reports  on  the  above  have  been  assembled  for  looal  and  National  use. 
operation  with  Other  Agencies 

The  Division  has  cooperated  with  many  allied  agencies  during  the  period 
the  report.  Those  organizations  with  which  frequent  contacts  have  been  made 
idude  -  Massachusetts  R.O.P  Breeders  Association;  Massachusetts  Poultry 
sooiation;  Poultry  and  Egg  National  Board;  The  Massachusetts  Turkey 
coders  Association;  the  Massachusetts  Farm  Bureau,  and  Massachusetts 
"1  County  Extension  Servioe* 
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Xassachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture 
41  Xronont Street 
Boston 


APIARY  INSPECTION 


Annual  Ueport  -  Fiacal  Year  Bnded  June  30 ,  1962 


/ 


Kilo  R#  Bacon 
Chief  Apiary  Inspector 


A  :;ood  year  for  bees  and  the  beekeepers  have  made  a  successful 
Inspection  year.  Two  new  inspectors  wore  hired  which  gave  the  program  a 
good  boost* 

The  nuiaber  of  bee  colonies  in  Massachusetts  inspected  in  19S2 
was  6,221.  The  estimated  total  colonies  in  the  entire  state  is  3,201* 
Fight  inspectors  were  able  to  cover  three  quarters  of  the  state  which  is 
slightly  better  than  last  year  when  difficulties  in  finding  qualified  in- 
spectors kept  down  the  area  covered.  This  has  been  the  standard  of  good 
coverage  in  other  states,  however,  according  to  their  reports.  The  most 
seriously  infected  bee  colonies  are  located  in  Plymouth  County  where  cran- 
borry  pollination  service  widely  disperses  their  locations  and  many  hives 
are  trucked  in  from  distant  home  apiaries* 

The  amount  of  disease  discovered  was  slightly  higher  than  in 
1961,  but  that  is  accounted  for  by  the  increase  of  744  colonies  inspected. 
No  new  serious  outbreak  of  American  Foulbrood  has  occurred.  All  cases 
this  year  were  scattered  in  location  as  has  been  the  case  for  the  past  three 
pears.  The  other  troublesome  disease.  European  Foulbrood,  is  nearly  all 
found  in  the  colonies  of  the  pollinating  apiaries  which  move  about. 

Bee  exhibits  were  displayed  at  four  fairs  this  year.  The  Chief 
fnspector  visited  three  of  them*  The  honey  competitive  show  at  Eastern 
>tates  Exposition  had  a  successful  second  year.  Eighteen  beekeepers  en- 
ured their  products,  honey  and  wax*  The  ribbon  awards  and  sweepstakes 
aul  Revere  Silver  Bowl  attracted  the  public  eye  and  served  to  stimulate 
continued  participation* 

Three  days  were  spent  in  Burlington,  Vermont  at  the  University 
here  the  7th  Annual  Eastern  Apicultural  Society  meetings  were  held.  The 
hief  Inspector  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Gadget  Show.  Hany  now  ideas  for 
-nipulating  bees  or  processing  honey  wore  shown.  The  speaking  program  was 
f  high  caliber  with  particular  emphasis  this  year  on  bee  sting  venom  as 


,._ i 


as  an  aid  to  r.cdical  science*  The  origin  of  these  talKs  were  beekeepers 
or  doctors  fron  Canada  and  United  States* 

A  special  new  service  has  become  an  important  part  of  o^r  work:*. 
identifying  ownership  of  hives  so  as  to  stop  thieving  of  outlying  colonies. 
This  problem  has  cone  up  from  tirac  to  time  and  last  fall  about  20  colonies 
were  stolen,  loaded  with  honey  so  their  value  would  be  over  $500.  Two  years 
ago  the  department  placed  a  regulation  on  its  books  requiring  all  hives  to 
be  plainly  marked  with  the  owner's  name  and  address*  This  serves  in  a  dual 
capacity  and  has  become  more  and  more  acceptable  to  the  beekeeper  who  can 
hope  to  reclaim  his  property  when  an  inspector  reports  finding  such  branded 
equipment.  Also,  it  serves  to  speed  up  proper  care  of  any  disease  situation 
discovered, because  the  owner  can  bs  notified  immediately. 

The  use  of  anti-biotic  druss  continues  to  give  satisfactory 
prevention  of  disease.  Hany  skilled  beekeepers  have  successfully  cured 
sick  colonics.  129  colonies  were  treated  in  1962.   It  is  especially  success- 
ful with  European  Foulbrood  if  given  early  enough  after  its  outbreak. 

The  statistical  suscaary  by  counties  is  attached. 
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Massachusetts  Department  of  Agriculture  -  Apiary  Inspection 

Annual  Statistical  Report 
Season  1961 


County 
BARNSTABLE 

ESSEX 

franklin 

HAMPDEN 

HAMPSHIRE 

MIDDLESEX 

PLYMOUTH 

WORCESTER 


No. 
Visits 

99 

11 

168 
234 
110 
217 
111 
152 
1,102 


No. 
Colonies 
Examined 

204 

25 

327 

660 

426 

2,213 

994 

638 


No, 

Col. 

AF| 

1 

1 

2 

4 
11 
49 
14 
37 


treat- 
ed 


No. 
col. 
de- 
stroyed 


2 
2 


5,487 


119 


1 
27 
36 

65 


114 


70 


AFB 
Average  percent 

1958. ...2.4 
1959. ...1.39 
I960.. ..2.2 
1961.. ..2.1 


Estimated  colonies  of  bees 
in  entire  State 

1958... ...8,015 

1959 .7,800 

1960 7,786 

1961 7,944 


An  increase  in  bee  colonies  in  the  whole  state  indicates  a  renewed 
interest  in  beekeeping  in  Massachusetts.  This  was  probably  due  to 
two  factors,  (1)  a  moderate  winter  loss  of  bees  in  1960  and  above 
average  yield  of  honey  that  summer,  (2)  the  increased  demand  for 
pollination  service,  both  in  the  state  and  up  in  Vermont  and  Maine. 

The  disease  percentage  is  slightly  lower  than  in  1960  and  no  seri- 
ous outbreak  of  American  Foalbrood  occurred  in  any  area  of  the 
state.   The  beekeepers  with  large  apiaries  have  used  preventative 
methods  of  controlling  disease  very  effectively.   Their  percentage 
of  cases  is  far  below  the  state  average,  particularly  in  American 
Foulbrood,  Most  of  their  trouble  has  been  with  European  Foulbrood, 
and,  fortunately,  that  disease  responds  to  the  use  of  antibiotics 
and  also  good  nectar  flows. 

The  use  of  drug  controls  by  the  average  small  beekeeper  has  not 
been  too  successful,  mostly  because  of  the  delay  in  discovering 
the  need  for  it.  More  attention  must  be  given  early  preventative 
dusting  or  feeding  in  the  springtime  supplementary  feeding.   The 
Inspectors  will  assist  in  giving  information,  but  will  be  instruct- 
ed to  make  follow-up  inspections  in  one  month  or  less  and  allow 
no  colony  to  become  a  spreader  of  disease. 
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February  23,   1962 


Jatree  H*   Collins,   Senior  Hondinft  Investigator 
July  1,  1961  -  June  30.  1962 
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?wo  hundred  thirty-three  donlero  vere  bonded  end  licensed 
in  t^e  fiscal  year.  The  dsolino  In  number*  oc-ntlnue  but,  at 
»  slower  pace.  We  returned  the  ooll&ter&l  on   file  to  eights 
dtmlersj 

Five  became  Intermediate  duelers*  buying  their  product 

prooo0eod. 

One  da^l^r  retired  and  sold  out. 

One  dealer  added  cows  to  hie  f«ir«  and  produces  all* 

?ho  Whiting  H.ilV.  Co.  dropnd  all  Kasa&chusotts  producers 

«nd  get  their  ftt^ppfy  f**oa?  Vermont* 

The  shrinkage  in  numbers  in  partly  accounted  for  by  the 
n«v  rules  *nd  regulations  in  the  Federal  MV&  Starke  t  Orders* 
?ha  stall  dealer  doesn't  feel  qualified  to  k<*ep  the  records 
rec.ulrod  by  the  Federal  Orders.  There  hare  been  eorse  sele- 
un/ie  re  tending*  which,  we  hop*  will  be  clarified  shortly. 

during  the  licensing  ye^  v/e  had  no  foreclosures  on 
e  bond  of  &  a  ilk  dealer* 

Applications  for  licensee  i*ere  checked  end,  all  legal 
pApers  examined. 


{Continued) 


Pa#o  2. 

nit.  W^tCTft 


The  following  ie  a  breakdown  of  the  bond  account  by  the 
different  typ«a  and  coor^rod  with  Jurte  30  J   I96lj._ 

aun,.  i,,*i*     Jul-/  x.  lo&i, 


B-ink  ftoofca 
Burftty  Sonde 

Ponds 

ffortjCaigeft 

Life  Insurance  Pol  idea 

fctecke 

Mlooellnneoue 


$231,199.00 
905,600.00 
87? f*00. 00 

5*aoi3«O0 

X3.S26.0O 

72 ,000.00 

$,$00.00 

»«|l>l|||M|llllll         «,.«■     1IIH 


|211# SO?. 00 
923,650.00 
277,600.00 

5it?ia.oo 

26,^6.00 

75  , Boo. 00 


«N» 


■>   »^  lllllll wm 
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■*■ 11    in  ml  11  %Dh  cm  ritfi.  in  11  ■  1  Mil 

The  trend  of  larger  fan*e  find  fewe*  eo-riQiftueft  thru  shie 
licence  ye^r*     Fewer  gow#  oa  feurer  farm*  npafce  &e  i«woU  silk 
aa  ©or«  eovrs  on  <&ore  f&rsaa  did  in  the  p«e*  ye»r*«     The  l&p&fct 
of  the  gallon  Jug  on  the  retail  price  of  a»ilk  haa  now  boon 
apread  out*     The  gallon  jug  eparAtore  have  been  expanding  at 
a  S5oro  wodee  pace.     We  note  that!  the  advertising  of  milk  is* 
not;  &g  iafXaaseabl*  ae  it  **a«»in  the  immediate  prior  yaar*. 

tf«  note  that  it  wae  more  diff  ioult  fw  a  dealer  to 
«et  ft  eurety  ftond.     The  t*«te  of  the  Whiting  5U1&  Company 
eltu&tion  affeote  the  thinking-  of  the  underwrite  re  for  the 
Ina -.'ranee  oompaniee,     Frost  examination  of  several  Gp(*r**\n$ 
atatataente  we  e£*n  &ee  no  undue  hardship  to  any  economic  #nd 
officiant  <nilk  diatrifcuQor. 

(Continued) 
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The  fato  of  the  uneconomic  retail  rouse  ie  past,     tfe 
alffo  now  lh*t  the  nale  of  the  goodwill  of|  a  cosp^ny  is 
negligible  in  caparison  of  a  fcv  jr^ys  fcack,     One  cH 
tlco  wilfc  de&ler  In  the  T'*oaton  trea  v^e  fo^eed  to  eelX 
hia  &tt*e«ui  ots  auction  ^n<l#   the  fc!4  prices  for  eattl  parent 
in  good  9hep*  va«  f^r  :elov  replacement  coat*     therefore! 
ve  note/  oftrefully  that  feoofc  value  of  oaohlnergr  on  balance 
sheets  doesn't  h*ve  f&ucn  relationship  so  foreod  «&le  price* 


J^mew  IT,    Coilijit*,   Junior  Bonding  Investigator 
July  1,   i9fil  -  June  30,  1962 


.  ~  •  « 
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Bixtjvthree  Cealera  wars  tow?  ad  *nd  licensed  in  the  flocrOL 

year.     Llcenpe*  ver^   leatted  ferine  hundred  tv-fmty-«even  trucks. 
Thorn  der.lere  filed  surety  boivln   in  the  amount  of  ^366,000,00 
Integration  io  such  ft  li\rg«  p»rt  of  th#  poultry  'inrfuntry 
lhat   the  opportunity  of  a  «n?all  huckster  to  tuy  poultry  and 
thus  n;u> >   «  living  is  rapidly  c.effiinishing.     Several  of  our 
lar;;er  dealors  h<\ve  raising  programs  of  their  ovn.     Our  eo-op- 
er-tlvec  have  had  tou;:h  alod&in?    with  Brod'stJon  closing  a'^  the 
Springfield  Cooperative  shutting  down  on  eggs.     Anong  other 
problems  the  oooper&tivea  suffered  financial  lofa  on  their  grotf* 
im;  deals,     T^o  Fitohburg  Cooperatives  have  -tad*    idjuat-uontn 

* 

but;,   t;ne  smooth  road  to  success  h^s  not  ber>n  reaoh^. 

One  bond  for  $15,000,00  wn(?  foreclosed  *nd  distributed, 
This  ^3  a  bankruptcy  cae  thst  ocourod  in  195?  &n&»  w*  vvre 
forced  to  f«t  court  oction  in  order  to  recover  the  funds  from 

the  ^ond,      Et   ia   to  ^e  noted  tJmt  the  insurance  oort^cny  in- 

■ 

volv<*a  wont  out  of  the  *»rety  bualnee*  rnat  this  case  suj  ,fosta 
vhy.     5*he  eomp&ny  w*a  v^rned  by  this  office  to  protect  them- 
selves but,    they  filled  to  do  8f.     Th«lr  attorney  1  golly 
*tnll*d  the  prompt  rmyment  of  the  funde*     Ten  farmer*  were 
Involved  end  v/ere  p;,id  79*0575$  of  their  claim* 

(continuec.) 
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?age  2. 
Poultry  Dealers 


?L*  offiac  o:*  the  AtSornoy  GgiwphI  reviewed  itha  ottiir«  o-'Uie 
to  ar.o  tv.at  the  Department  v*n*  l^.al  In  all  phases  of  this 
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Annual  Legislative  Report 
Calendar  Year  Commencing  January  1,  1962 
John  J.  McColgan,  Attorney 

The  following  Acta  affecting  Agriculture  were  passed  in  the  1962 

session  of  the  Legislature: 

Chapter  98  >  an  Act  relative  to  the  amount  a  dog  officer  may  charge 
per  cay  for  the  custody  and  confinement  of  certain  dugs* 

Chapter  172,  an  Act  repealing  the  law  relative  to  picking  wild  berries 
or  flowers,  capping  or  picnicking  by  unnaturalized,  foreign  born 
persons  in  Barnstable  or  Plymouth  Counties. 


Chapter  lOl,  an  Act  regulating  the  use  of  the  word  "nabivo"  in 
connection  with  the  sale  or  packaging  of  fruit* 

Chapter  233,  an  Act  making  a  corrective  change  in  the  law  relative  to 
the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Animals  in  Towns* 

Chapter  279,  r.n  Act  providing  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Water  Hosourcos 
Coraj.iission  or  his  designoo  shall  be  the  member  of  the  northeastern 
Resources  Commission  representing  the  Commonwealth. 

Chap  tor  283,  an  Act  providing  that  Reclamation  Districts  may  provide 
insuranco  to  Indcmnifj^  its  employees  against  liability  for  injuries 
or  property  damage. 

Chapter  32L,  an  Act  authorizing  the  Water  Hosourcos  Commission  to 
construct  Reservoirs  for  flood  control  and  other  purposos  in  the 
v/atorshed  of  the  Powdermill  Brook  in  the  City  of  Westfield* 

Chapter  3^4-0,  an  Act  providing  that  certain  zoning  ordinances  or 
by-laws  shall  not  prohibit  the  expansion  of  certain  no  n- conforming 
structures  or  land  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Chapter  393,  an  Act  providing  for  the  establishment  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture  of  Grades  of  eggs  sold  at  retail* 

Chapter  396,  an  Act  transferring  the  administration  of  the  laws  rolative 
to  the  humane  slaughtering  of  livestock  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Health* 

Chapter  ij.02,  an  Act  validating  and  confirming  the  use  of  certain  forms 
for  sub-bids  for  the  construction  of  a  general  purpose  building  for 
the  Essex  County  Agricultural  School. 

Chapter  1^19,  an  Act  changing  the  name  of  the  Essex  County  Agricultural 
School  to  the  Essex  Agricultural  and  Technical  Institute. 
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Chapter  \\£2,   an  Act  relative  to  the  distance  that  a  licensed  minor  may 
drive  certain  registered  farm  vehicles. 

Chapter  521,  an  Act  establishing  a  Pesticide  Board  in  the  Department  of 
Public  Health  and  regulating  the  application  of  pesticides  within  the 
Commonwealth. 
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Chaptor  5k5,    an  Act  relative  to  tho  compilation  and  publication  of 
regulations  under  tho  State  Administrative  Procedure  Act* 

Chapter  558,  an  Act  authorizing  the  department  of  Agriculture  to 
offer  prizes  for  and  Jbo  conduct  exhibits  of  breeding  ponies. 

Chapter  $71*  an  Act  authorizing  the  Water  Resources  Commission  to 
construct  reservoirs  and  other  works  for  flood  control  and  other 
purposes  in  the  watershed  of  the  Quaboag  River* 

Chapter  672,  an  Act  authorizing  cities  and  towns  to  participate  with 
tho  Water  Resources  Commission  in  tho  development  of  water  resources. 

Chapter  779*  an  Act  regulating  the  activities  of  State,  County  and 
Municipal  employees  and  establishing  a  code  of  ethics  for  said 

employees. 


Tho  following  Resolves  were  enacted! 

Chapter  12,  a  He  solve  further  contlmiing  tho  study  by  tho  V/ater 
Rosourcos  Commission  of  the  waters  of  the  Waro,  Quabog  and  Quinobaug 
River  Valleys. 

Chapter  23,  a  Resolve  further  continuing  the  investigation  and  study 
by  the  V/ater  Resources  Commission  of  the  ground  water  resources  in 
tho  counties  of  Plymouth  and  Bristol  and  in  certain  Towns  in  the 
County  of  Norfolk* 

Chapter  29*  a  Resolve  continuing  the  investigation  by  the  V/ater 
Resources  Commission  relative  to  the  water  supply  of  thd  Berkshire 
County  Region. 

Chaptor  30,  a  Resolve  continuing  the  study  by  the  Water  Resources 
Connission  of  the  water  resource*  of  the  Westfleld  River  Valley. 

Chapter  I4.9,  a  Resolve  extending  the  time  within  which  tho  Wator 
Resources  Commission  is  required  to  complete  Its  study  and  file  its 
final  report  relative  to  the  water  supply  of  the  municipalities  in 
the  Merrimack  River  Valley. 

Chapter  37,  a  Resolve  providing  for  an  investigation  and  study  by 
a  special  commission  relative  to  the  feasibility  of  establishing  a 
State  Fair  for  certain  purposes. 

Chapter  105,  a  Resolve  providing  for  an  investigation  and  study  by 
tho  State  Reclamation  Board  relative  to  providing  for  exomption  of 
certain  cities  and  towns  from  the  operation  of  Mosquito  Control 
Projects. 

Chapter  118,  a  Resolve  further  continuing  the  Investigation  and  study 
toy  the  Department  of  Public  Health  relative  to  equine  encephalitis. 


STATE  RSCIAKATION  BOARD 
ANNUAL  REPORT 
1961  —  1962 


The  state  Reclamation  Board,  operating  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  252  of  the  General  Laws,  has  experienced 
radical  changes  in  its  functions  since  replacing  the  old  Drainage 
Board  in  1923.  During  its  early  existence,  it  concentrated  on 
the  improvement  of  wet  lands  which  held  either  potential  agri- 
cultural value  or  promise  of  desirable  industrial  sites. 
However,  in  1929 $   as  the  result  of  the  enactment  of  Chapter  288 
of  that  year,  the  Board's  activities  were  extended  to  include 
the  drainage  of  wet  lands  for  control  of  the  mosquito  nuisance. 

Almost  immediately,  the  importance  of  this  additional 
function  was  accentuated  by  the  enactment  of  Chapter  112  of 
the  Acts  of  1931*  which  provided  funds  for  the  installation 
of  mosquito  control  ditches  on  tho  extensive  salt  marsh  areas 
located  along  the  seacoast.  The  magnitude  of  the  salt  marsh 
ditching  operations,  representing  a  very  substantial  financial 
outlay,  soon  suggested  the  necessity  for  an  organised  mainte- 
nance system  to  proteot  both  the  installations  and  the  Common- 
wealth's  investment.  As  a  result,  five  permanent  maintenance 
projects  were  set  up  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  State 
Reclamation  Board.  These  projects  are  financed  by  annual 
assessments,  levied  on  the  seacoast  communities  which  reaped 
the  benefits  from  this  initial  salt  marsh  mosquito  control 
program.  These  projects  are  still  functional  —  however,  the 
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actual  work  has  beon  transferred,  recently,  to  the  County  control 
projocto  in  Counties  where  the  sarae  exists.  The  locic  of  this 
work  transfer  rests,  primarily,  in  the  fact  that  the  County 
projects  have  sufficient  funds  to  provide  power  equipment  for 
ditch  re-cutting  and  cleaning. 

Upon  completion  of  the  salt  marsh  ditching,  similar 
drainage  work  was  extended  to  include  various  fresh  water  swamps 
and  flood  plains  —  especially  those  located  adjacent  to  meander- 
ins  rivers,  which  flowed  throueh  thickly  settled  areas  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  State.  As  this  drainase  work  progressed, 
various  communities  indicated  a  desire  to  establish  local  iqob- 
quito  control  organizations,  as  provided  for  in  Chapter  252  of 
the  General  Laws.  The  pioneer  projects  were  principally  the 
Kantucket  Kosquito  Control  Project  and  the  Cape  cod  Mosquito 
Control  Project  established  in  1930,  followed  by  the  East 
Middlesex  Project  composed  of  the  City  of  Cambridge  and  the 
Towns  of  Belmont  and  Yfatertown  in  1931  $   the  Hatick  Town-Pro joct 
in  1931,  the  Newbury  project  in  1941*  the  WeBton  Project  in  1945» 
and  the  Lincoln  Project  in  19^6.  In  contrast  to  the  above,  the 
Cape  Cod  Mosquito  Control  Project,  organized  in  1930,  represents 
the  first  to  be  set  up  on  a  county  level  by  special  legislative 
Act  which  provided  for  permanent  financing.  This  was  accomplished 
by  an  annual  mosquito  control  assessment  levied  on  the  taxpayers 
of  Barnstable  County.  The  Cape  Cod  project  represents  the  fore- 
runner for  the  several  County  projects  initiated  shortly  after 
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tho  cloco  of  Vorld  War  II. 

The  early  local  projects  were  of | inestimable  value  in 
that  they  demonstrated  the  relative  ineffectiveness  of  email 
isolated  controlled  areas,  open  to  mosquito  migrations  from 
their  entire  periphery  —  in  contrast  to  the  Cape  Cod  Froject 
Which  included  the  entire  contiguous  towns  located  on  tho  Capo. 
Experience  with  those  two  types  of  projects  had  a  definite  . 
effect  upon  the  mosquito  control  outlook  following  the  encephalitis 
outbreak  in  193$  #  tho  malaria  scare  associated  with  the  return 
of  veterans  at  the  close  of  Vtorld  war  II,  and  the  gradual  move- 
ment of  people  from  the  city  proper  to  the  urban  sections  over 
tho  pact  two  decades.  Fortunately,  the  increased  demand  for 
mosquito  control  coincided  with  an  accumulation  of  convincing 
data  to  show  the  more  desirable  features  offered  by  projects 
sot  up  on  a  County  level.  The  advantages  were  numerous  both 
from  the  financial  and  physicil  standpoints,  as  illustrated  by 
the  experience,  over  two  decaies,  with  the  Cape  Cod  Project 
operations.  A  favorable  reception  of  the  County  project  Idea 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  Berkshire  County  Kosquito 
Control  Project  in  19^5,  the  Norfolk  County  project  in  1956, 
the  Plymouth  County  Project  in  1957  and  the  Bristol  County 
Project  in  1958,  all  patterned,  in  general,  after  the  Cape  Cod 
Project.  All  are  authorized  by  special  legislation  and  financed 
by  annual  mosquito  control  assessments  levied  on  the  taxpayers 
of  the  respective  counties. 
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As  the  mosquito  control  proi^xam  continued,  it  was  observed 
that  poets,  other  than  mosquitoes  pla^aiold  patrons  of  the  seashore 
recreational  areas.   To  alleviate  this  situation,  a  Greonhoad-fly 
investigation  and  study  was  initiated  "by  the  enactment  of  chapter 
22  of  the  Resolves  of  1947*  The  following  year,  Greenhead-fly 
Control  Projects  were  authorised  by  chapter  391  of  the  Acts  of  •- 
1948  and  these  wore  to  bo  supervised  by  tho  State  Reclamation 
Board.  Botwoen  1943  and  1954  a  total  of  ten  individual  community 
projects  of  this  type  went  into  operation.  However,  in  1954  the 
original  Act  was  amended  to  provide  for  the  formation  of  Greenhead- 
fly  Control  Districts.  Xhlfl  served  to  reduce  tho  individual  com- 
munity projects  to  five  and  created  two  districts,  namely,  (1)  the 
North  shore  Greenhead-fly  Control  District,  comprising  seven 
seacoast  cities  and  towns  located  between  Cap©  Ann  and  the  I-«ew 
Hampshire  State  line,  and  (2)  tho  Capo  Cod  Greenhead-fly  Control 
District,  which  included  all  fifteon  towns  in  Barnstable  County. 
Over  the  pact  decade,  this  imjortant  fly  control  activity  has 
served  to  clear  the  heavily  populated  beach  areas  of  a  serious 
nuisance,  and  comments  from,  the  public  indicate  that  Greenhead- 
fly  control  is  fully  as  important,  to  the  successful  operation 
of  beach  facilities,  as  mosquito  control. 

toother  problem  taken  ever,  recently,  by  the  Reclamation 
Board  is  the  control  of  noxious  acquatic  woods,  particularly  in 
brackish  ponds  adjacent  to  the  coast  line.  Shis  type  of  nuisance 
control  was  authorized  by  the  enactment  of  Chapter  557  of  the  Acts 
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of  1955  as  later  amended,  sinco  1958,  the  Board  has  supervised 
the  treatment  of  Straits  Pond  locntod  lr\   the  Towns  of  Hull  and 
Cohassot.  The  success  of  this  venture,  over  the  rocent  years, 
has  precipitated  considerable  Interest  aiaonc  the  summer  residents 
located  In  the  vicinity  of  Kusquashiat  Pond  located  in  north 
Scituato.  The  Board  anticipates  legislation,  during  the  coming 
legislative  session,  which  will  oxtend  acquatlc  weed  control 
activities  to  include  Kusquaehlat  Pond  since  the  town  officials 
have  already  expressed  a  desire  for  such  assistance  from  the 
Board . 

Aroused  public  concern, over  tho  possible  connection 
between  pesticide  uco  and  general  community  health,  has  resulted 
in  a  revaluation  of  all  project  spraying  programs.  During  the 
1962  legislative  session,  the  enactment  of  Chapter  521  of  the 
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Acts  of  1962  created  a  State  pesticide  Board  which  will  conduct 
a  study  and  investigation  of  pesticide  use  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth. In  addition,  it  has  been  delegated  authority  to  draft 
rules  and  regulations  ©ssontial  to  the  protection  of  public 
health.  All  projects,  under  tho  Jurisdiction  of  the  Reclamation 
Board,  are  cooperating,  fully,  and  future  spraying  programs  will 
be  modified  to  tho  satisfaction  of  this  Board  and  its  efforts  to 
meet  the  public  demand  for  safe  spraying  procedures. 

As  the  result  of  the  numerous  articles,  appearing  recently 
in  newspapers  and  magazines  relative  to  supposed  excessive  uco  of 
insecticides,  local  officials  have  been  somewhat  reluctant  to 
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cot  up  post  control  programs  without  support  or  actual  approval 
from  a  State  aconcy  versod  in  this  form |  of  activity.   This 
situation  has  Gorvod  to  involve  the  Reclamation  Board  in  several 
local  problems.  For  examplo,  in  the  Town  of  Winthrop  opposing 
factions  caused  the  local  Fxnrd  of  Health  to  recuoet  that  the 
Reclamation  Board  conduct  a  nosquito  survey  of  the  Town,  includ- 
ing recommendations  for  adequate  protection  from  the  mosquito 
nuisance.  In  the  Town  of  Xpswioh,  Town  Eeetlng  participants 
disapproved  the  usual  appropriation  for  tho  1962  season's  mos- 
quito control  program.  Later  on  in  the  season,  the  Ipswich 
Department  of  public  Works  was  flooded  with  complaints  relative 
to  the  existence  of  a  mosquito  nuisance  in  certain  sections  of 
tho  Town.  The  Reclamation  Board  was  approached  for  assistance, 
but  under  the  circumstances,  faced  considerable  difficulty  in 
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producing  a  satisfactory  solution  to  the  problem.  Fortunately, 
the  current  season  follows  a  comparatively  dry  spring  and  there 
exists  certain  evidence  which  indicates  an  abnormally  low  mos- 
quito breeding  index. 

Tho  Heclac.ation  Board  trusts  that  the  present  public 
attitude  relating  to  insecticide  control  spraying:,  which  presently 
appears  to  border  on  hysteria,  will  subside  in  due  course  of 
time.  This  may  occur  as  tho  result  of  increased  dissemination 
of  pertinent  information  regarding  the  proper  and  safo  use  of 
insecticides.  To  anyone,  possessing  basic  knowledge  in  the 
field  of  pest  control,  it  is  evident  that  chemical  pest  control 
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la  horo  to  stay*  An  intelligent  eurvey  of  eithor  the  agri- 
cultural industry  or  the  field  of  preventive  medicine  will 
Juotify  the  above  conclusion* 

Heopootfully  submitted. 


Bertram  1.  Gerry 

Executive  secret? 

State  Reclamation7  Board 
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